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GooD MORNING.

Professor Emajuddin Ahamed, Mr. Donald Bishop, Mr. Chris
Rochester, Participants, BAAS members, Ladies and Gentlemen. |
welcome you all to this Conference on U.S. Society and Culture.
This is the fourth venture in which Bangladesh Association for
American Studies and the USIS seek to present to the teachers of
various colleges in Bangladesh an opportunity to examine at close
range the country, the nation, the people and the society that is
America. America, or the United States of America to be more
precise, is known to the world by many different definitions. In
political terms it is a superpower, in military terms it is a mighty
machine, -in economic terms it is a giant. While we seek to
examine America in all these varieties, we also look for an
America revealed in its arts, its poetry, in its songs and the
festivities. We try to discover America through its people, the
blacks, the whites, the yellows and the browns alike. We try to
discover America through its constitution, its civil rights and
liberities, through its judges, and the courts, the presidents and
the Senate, the political parties and the press. We search for
America in the depths of its history, in its colonial past, in its
declaration of independence, in the tragedies of its civil war. In
our quest we look for a people, a country, a nation and a society

as much through great times and big events as through the lives
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of common men, women and children; how each life is lived and
how each contributes to what ultimately becomes America.
Ladies and gentlemen, let me welcome you all to join me and the

BASS members in this journey of discovery.

Journeys such as this one, or any journey for that matter of fact,
is best accomplished in company of others. What one sees, and
hears, feels and experiences in a journey alone is multiplied many
fold when shared with others. As we see and we hear, we feel
and we experience, we find reasons to differ and to question and
find reasons to question and find the need to inquire and to
criticize. And thus we learn and share our learning as we journey
together. It is because we wish to learn and share that learning
that BAAS has been organizing these conferences. Here learning
is not one of a student from a teacher but one of fellow travellers
on a journey, we learn as we move along and as we move along
we help and support our fellow travellers to move along by sharing
the knowledge we gathered. Thus we shall see and hear, feel and
experience, we shall differ and question, we shall inquire and
criticize, we shall learn and share our learning. There is joy in
sharing but in a journey the very act of making journey together

becomes a joyous occasion. | welcome you all to such a journey.

This journey will take us to the beginning of U.S. history as
America becomes a nation from a colony, and a state from a
nation. The journey will take us through its political and the
judicial system, through its economy and throught the intricacies
of its foreign policy into very private lives of its citizens. We shall
face questions like the freedom of its ethnic groups, and struggles

of its women to curve out for themselves a respectable and equal

www.pathagar.com



position in society. As we journy we may listen to a few poems to
break the monotony or hear of stories told about these people. In
this journey we shall meet other fellow travellers as they
themselves journeyed to their promised tand through the centuries.
And as we travel we may also be fortunate enough, and as
Mansur promises us, to availl the railways running across the
continent, to relieve us of some of our fatigue. Thus | can assure
you all of an interesting and a comfortable journey. A journey that
will help us learn and understand the country, the nation, the

people and the society that is America.

This journey that we are about to make, like all others, has behind
it the same hectic moments of preparations, the same nail biting,
anxious waitings, worrying delays and last minutes finishings.
Even at this very moment preperations are going on to speed us
along on our journey. Therefore, at this point of embarkation, | feel
that we need to show our gratitude to those without whose

support our enterprise would not succeed.

First, | must thank our honorable cheif guest, Professor Emajuddin
Ahamed, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dhaka. Any one
with the experience in administration, nay, no one with or without
the experience of administration, will understand what the Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University has to deal with. That he has
found time to be with us can be explained only by his love for us,
the members of BAAS, and his very personal interest in American
studies. You may be surprised to know but it is true that even
before we extended our invitation to join us for this conference,

he was already inquring about the possibility of opening up a
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center for American Studies in Dhaka University. On previous
occasions also, he showered us with such blessings and all-out
support for our cause. | thank him for that, and thanks from all of

us.

As you may be well aware, this undertaking would not be possible
without financial and other such supports. The USIS and the
American Cuiltural Center, as in the past, offered us the helping
hand necessary to take up the task at hand. | thank Mr. Donald
Bishop and Mr. Chris Rochester for their support, especially for
being with us this morning. Thank you again. The officers and the
staff of this Center, particularly Selim Shahabuddin and
Zebunnesa Lily, have become so much a part of BAAS activities
that we tend to treat them as one of us and as a result | often fail
to acknowledge the debt that we all owe to them. Let me take
this opporiunity to thank them formally for their continued
support. Thank you Selim and thank you Lily and similarly Reza

and Kabir. Thank you all.

Those of you who have organized seminars and conferences have
surely faced a very simple problem of finding the right persons to
chair the various sessions. It is unfortunate but painfully true that
the number of those who are capable of chairing sessions in a
gathering of intellectuals is not only very small but those few who
are there have either retired from active life or are on the verge of
retirement and only a handful younger ones are available to fill
their place. BAAS is definitely proud to say that on different
occasions we have been able to invite amongst us the very best

of the intellectuals, including the ones who have otherwise retired.
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This conference is similarly graced by personalities like Professor
Faziul Halim Chowdhury, the Ex-Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University, and Professor Abdul Momin Chowdhury, who is a
house-hold name not only on campus but in the whole country for
various different reasons. | thank them whole-heartedly for the

part they will play.

BASS can also be proud that of those few younger ones who get
to be called upon to chair intellectural sessions, most number
among its members. | thank them for taking time out of their
otherwise busy schedules to be with the participants of this

conference. Thank you for that.

The primary objective of BAAS is to promote research interest in
American Studies. This conference is one such venture. But the
other and of equal importance is to encourage new scholarships.
With this in mind BAAS has this year invited some younger
scholars to work beside their senior colleagues for this
conference. Thus you will find senior teachers such as Professor
A.B.M. Mahmud, or Professor Syed Manzoorul Islam reading out
their papers along with young lecturers like Sadeka Halim and
Sajjad Jasimuddin, or fresh contributors to the field as Dr. Nasreen
Khundker and Dr. Nurunnabi. | thank them and the other authors

for their hard works to make this conference a success.

All the activities of the next three days are centered around our
young colleagues who have joined us in this journey of exploring
America. They have come from far corners of the country to join

their other colleagues from the various colleges of Dhaka and the
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surrounding areas. As | promise them three very eventful days |
must extend my heartfelt gratitude to the administrators of their
institutions for allowing them to participate in this conference.
And hope that they will continue to cooperate with the same

enthusiasm in the future as well.

Unlike the previous times, this year the entire responsibility for
organizing this conference fell on BASS. | am happy and proud to
report that BAAS members never lacked initiative in such a task.
Sharifullah Bhuiyan and Md. Abdul Halim promptly volunteered to
shoulder the responsibility. The succeesful completion of this
conference will be largely due to their contributions. Thank you for

taking up this charge.

The responsibility of managing the meager funds that BAAS
possesses falls on shoulder of our treasurer Mrs. Hasina Matin. If
you thought Shylock was a fictitious character you might try to
talk to her about money. Well, you will face ten explanations. First
you have to tell her why you need it, second, you will have to tell
her why you need it, third time you have to tell her why you need
it. The next seven times she will tell you why you can't have it.
But an organization such as ours could not have survived without
such control. That we can function at all, that is financially, is
because of her and in situations like these because of a band of
followers that she manages to attract to work as volunteers. |
thank her for all of that, and through her the volunteers-- Hassan,
Rahman, and Kamal. Let me also take this opportunity to thank
the BAAS members who will be working all through the

conference to make it a success. Like all other organizations, the
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whole edifice of BAAS rests on the able shoulders of Fakrul, our
General Secretary, who, as you will find, manages things without
even trying. My only problem with him is that we tend to agree on
most things. | wish all presidents had such secretaries. That
would make the presidency so much easier (as if presidents are

supposed to work). In any case, | thank him for all his support.

| guess that takes care of all that | had to say: | have explained
the purpose and the objectives of this conference, | have thanked
the guests, the participants and | have thanked the treasurer and
the BAAS members and lastly the Secretary of the organization.
Well, that's it. Except that | have a nagging feeling that | have

missed someone.

Of course, how could | forget, | have not thanked the President of
the orgainzation; that's me. Well that does not matter, does it?
After all we presidents do a lot of work too. | asked Sharifullah
and Halim to organize the conference and they did; they talked to
me about the chair persons and the paper writers. Of course | did
not have time to go through the details, that's why | selected
them. After all, what are the conference coordinators for. | asked
Mrs. Matin to work out a tight budget, she did. Of course she
showed it to me and explained all the various sectors, But |
cannot bother with those-- it is her duty. After all what are
treasurers for. Fakrul in his usual ways organized things, made me
chair numerous meetings. | sat through those, though | tend to be
a little sleepy in the afternoon meetings. | think, | sat through
those. He made me sign this or that paper; | did not look at them--

that's his duty. After all what are the General Secretaries for. And
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now, | feel tired from all that work, but a man has got to do what
he has got to do. So | did all those works: delegated the
responsibilities, signed papers and slept through meetings. After

all what are Presidents for.

Thank you.
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