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become sovereign three empires-Persia, Tartary (Turkistan),
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dynasties to reign from Samarkand as lord, in the name of
Islam, of a great part of Asia.
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... And indeed at times his infirmity was such that, as in the
advance of his army on Baghdad, he was unable to sit on a
horse and was carried by his men in a litter.
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(T R 9CC=S;... Seljuk Turk rose, in a durable and productive
sense, to the challenges of sedentary life. Adapting their own
traditions and institutions to the ends of a settled civilisation,
they emerged as empire-builders with with a constructive
sense of statecraft, making a positive contribution to history
as the old Muslim world evolved into a new phase of social
and economic, religious and intellectual advancement. These
shepherds and warrioirs of the stepp became town-dwellers-
administrators, merchants, manufatureres, artisans, holders
and tillers of land, builders of roads, caravanceries, mosque,
schools and hospitals. They came to cultivate and
scholarships- the philosophy and sciences, the literature and
arts in which the Persians and Arabs befor them had set an
example.
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Islamic shipping interests had gained a near monopoly of
the sea-routs to the west and to the east had not therefor
been cause for alarm. But as of the early sixteenth century
the freedom of the seas and of the monsoon winds was
called in question. Thanks to development in navigation
and naval gunnery, oceaning trade was suddenly revealed
as susceptible to state direction and subject to military
control. By demonstrating that maritime empire was a
paying and a political proposition, the Portuguese has
indeed politicised the Indian Ocean. Land based empires
which in any way depended on overseas trade would have
to come to terms with it.
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Always she has resisted them, often successfully,
sometimes unsuccessfully, and even when she failed for the
time being, she has remembered and prepared herself for
the next attempt. Her method has been two-fold: to fight
them and drive them out, and to absorb those who could not
be driven away.
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India has always had a strange way with her conqurers. In
defeat, she beckons them in, then slowly seduces,
assimilates and transforms them. Over the centuries many
powers have defeated Indian Armies, but none has ever
proved immune to thgis capacity of the subcontinent to
somehow reverse the current of colonisation, and to mould
those who attempt to subjugate her.
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Indo-Portuguese society was neither purely Portuguese nor
wholly Indian, but a hybrid mixture of the two: a European
template adapted to the climate and social mores of India.
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The Inquisition is more necessary in these parts than
anywhere else, since all the Christians here live together
with the Muslims, the Jews and the Hindus and this causes
laxness of conscience in persons residing therein. Only
with the curb of the Inquisition will they live a good life.
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The dominant Muslim minority of foreign invaders
reinforced by native converts brought India, for the first
time, under the rule of masterOs whome she was unable to
assimilate culturally.
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The Muslims were the first of India’s invaders whome the
Indian civilization poved unamble to assimilate. There were
Buddhist and Hindu converts to Islam, but there were no
Muslim converts to Buddhisim or to Hinduism. Islam
established itself in the subcontinent as a politically
dominant element that remained alien because it was
unassimilable culturally. This novel sequel to a foreign
invasion broke the religious and cultural unity if Indian life
and the break changed the course of Indian history.
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In theory the unitary state is an obligatory political
framework for the religion; but theory was refuted by
experience. This demonstrated that Islam could survive and
spread without requiring the support of a unitary
government. The experience had two momentous effects. It
produced a change in the Muslims’ conception of the
character of God and the character of the Muslim
worshipper’s relation to God, and it generated the first
wave of mass-conversions among the non-Muslims
subjects of the defunct unitary Islamic state’s successor-
states.
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Right through the fifteenth century this was a centre of art
and culture and toleration of religion. The growing popular
language, Hindi, was encouraged, and an attempt was made
to bring about a synthesis between the religious faiths of
the Hindus and the Muslems. About this time in far
Kashmir in the north an independent Muslem King, Zainul
Abdin, also became famous for his toleration and his
encouragement of Sanskrit learning and the old culture.
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It is true that Hinduism showed greater survival-power
under Muslim rule than either Zorostrianism of
Christianity.
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Conversions of Islam were confined to regions in which a
majority of the local Hindu population were outcasts, and
the Muslim conquerors found that they must treat
unconverted Hindus as if they were ‘People of The Book’,
though Hindus are polytheists, or, if not polytheists, they
are monists.
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Akbar initiated a series of debates between representatives
of Islam, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, and Roman Catholic
Christianity, and in 1582 he promulgated a new religion of
his own, the ‘Din — I — Ilahi’ (Devine Religion), which so
he hoped, would unite all the older religions by
transcending each of them.
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Akbar sought to combine Islam with the other great faiths
to form one universal ‘religion of God’ calling for a policy
of tolerance and mutual understanding that endeared him to
his non-muslim subjects.
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'The closest attention to their history proves beyond
contradiction that they were never capable of uniting, even
for their own preservation; a breath, a scurrilous stanza of a
bard, has severed their closest confederacies. No national
head exist among them .... And each chief being master of
his own house and followers, they are individually too
weak to cause us (i.e the British) any alarm.'
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Akbar rejected the classic distinction between the
Muslim faithful (umma) and the unbelievers.

SRIAM : PN 8 NPRWIER T Barre e IsEa
TG WA TG AR (FOFTIR NS I
R-wRir % AEBR o Siew W BEGE]
THTE 4F JBT e B AR %, Ty @ SIS
SRS T FeRpfore H3 i wegfon aaw fre em fofy
(e

o RA (A TN W feeGE ve @ o -
SfeliT A cse fof v @w61 Sy s we
FAIE (F, G (AEF @R I IO TR (@ 21N SIF AN
I AR A o 9 S 8 wweE YRR @oT
WG | #3]! R fofF I I8 @ 9GH (AF [@FCS
AEE |

s faee afe #fafte «s Afoar +fes, @& ¢ @==F
Samuel Huntington-43 g &mfhe Ie77 < drew
e e (@Afed gUet S @R 'Reconciliation; Islam
Democracy and the West' A% QCF (SRS |

GG PRI FCF @ O Agios Afifbfe fame omr w1
7 1, foff @ @R 9Fe BN © GFew Previa (T @
T ARG GFeF B 8 GFIGH TEINH) e AET 7, a1
@ A 1, 7 R o7 fauyre 8 7= WS The Clash
of Civilizations? &T¥ STY FLACRA HRIIA |

om @ e QT 7 4Y RP2 9 TSI BIF SACK |
AR IS Y32 A%R, folq I,

Cultural characteristics and differences are less mutable and
hence less easily compromised and resolved than political
and economic ones.
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While Ideological differences can be compromised, cultural
differences cannot.
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a person can be half-French and half-Arab and simultaneously
even a citizen of two countries. It is more difficult to be half
Catholic and half Muslim.
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He sought a faith which would satisfy the needs of his
realm as well as those of his conscience, one based on
irrefutable logic, composed (like Fatehpur Sikri) of the
finest elements in existing practice, and endowed with a
universal appeal, something monumental and sublime
which would transcend all sectarian differences and unite
his chronically desperate subjects. It was a tall order and
one which even a bazaar-ful of theologians could not fulfil.
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As a freethinker he advocated a form religious pluralism
which antagonised both Muslim and Hindus. According to
the Muslims, Akbar’s religious synthesis, known as Din e
Ilahi (or the ‘Devine Religion’), made a complete mockery
of Islamic teachings, while the orthodox Hindus considered
his religious experimentation to be iil-concieved and
bizzare. Thus, instead of strengthening Hindu-Muslim
relations, Akbar’s amateurish approach to religious
dialogue abd debate only served to devide the two
communities further.
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Muslim warrior-king, but as the absolute monarch of a
diverse subject population.
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The Mughals present a posture of racial arrogance, a sense
of of pedigree, and a strong sense of hereditary aristocracy.
In North India, military slavery as an actual institution had
long since disappeared, surviving only in a vestigial,
rthetorical form: high-borm Mughal officials, all of them
free men customarily swore political loyalty to the emperor

by styling themselves 'slaves of the court.'
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¢eId: In consequence the peasant’s lot was not, even in
good times, a happy one. Francois Bemier, a doctor who
travelled widely in India in the 1660s and then reported his
finding’s to Louis XIV’s chief minister, described the lot of
the Indian Peasant as a debasing state of slavery. Jagirdars,
zamindars and the like excercised a tyranny often so
excessive as to deprive the peasant and the artisan of the
necessaries of life, and leave them to die of misery and
exhaustion. It was, moreover, a tyranny that drives the
cultivator of the soil from his wretched home to some
neighbouring state in hopes of milder treatment, or to the
army where he becomes the servant of some trooper’
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badly cultivated and a great part rendered unproductive for
want of irrigation.
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A country not only devided between Mohammedan and
Hindu, but between tribe and tribe, between caste and
caste; a society whose framework was based on a sort of
equilibrium, resulting from a general repulsion and
constitutional exclusiveness between all its members. Such
a country and such a society, were they not the predestined
prey of conquest?
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