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S, ‘CIRIY I6AIR T Ay oS ARG FE FIH, ‘I must tell you, my
dear fellow, that though, as a jolly Christian youth, I don't care a pin's head
for Hinduism, I love the grand mythology of ancestors. It is full of poetry.
A fellow with an inventive head can manufacture the most beautiful things
out of it. (... ...) What a vast field does our country now present for literary
enterprise! I wish to God, I had time. Poetry, Drama, Criticism. Romance— a
man would bare a name behind him, above all Greek, above all Roman fame.’
vy 3 QMg 1 sa Ay FHITE, ‘We have just got over the noise of

Mohurrum. I tell you what— if a great Poet were to rise among the
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I sing for the distant Albion shore

Its valley green its mountains high,
Though friends none reliations have I nor
In that far clime, yet oh! I sigh

To cross the vast Atlantic wave,

For glory or a nameless grave!
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Mussulmans ‘of India, he could write a mangnifident Epic on the death of
Hossain and his brother. He could enlist the feelings of the whole race on his
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‘I once did my best to persuade Goering to use his influence with a
view to their (i. e. concentration camps) abolition. His answer was
typical. After listening to all I had to say, he got up without a word and
went to a book-case, from which he took a volume of the German
Encyclopaedia. Opening it at Konzentrationslager (concentration camps)
he read out First used by the British in the South African War.' He was
pleased with his own retort, but the truth of the matter was that, though
it was he who had originally formed the camps, when he was Minister
of Police for Prussia, he had no longer anything to do with them, They
were entirely under the control of Himmler.™

* Failure of a mission p. 29.
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The spirit of Tagore

Let us remember the spirit of the Great Poet with shraddha, for the day of
shraddha has come once again.

The world outside Bengal knows him as the Great Poet, eminent
novelist, brilliant short story writer, guru of an educational renaissance,
and prophet of international peace and goodwill, but the spirit behind the
creative impulse which assimilated the best of the nineteenth century
Bengal— the Bengal of Raja Rammohun Roy, Maharshi Devendranth
Tagore, Keshab Chandra Sen— and then went forward in search of fresh
adventures has never been revealed to the outside world. It is found in the
very best poems and songs of the Poet and unfortunately have not been
translated into English or Indian languages. Perhaps the translators,
including the Poet himself, felt that Odes addressed to the Vedic deities
and poems interpreting characters, symbols, situations and ideologies of
Indian mythology will not find a sympathetic chord in the Christian heart,
for it can hardly be denied that the devotional songs of Tagore which have
actually been translated into English are popular in the Christian world on
account of their resemblance with the Songs of David and his love songs
often run paralleled to the Songs of solomon of the Old Testament.

It is true that the English reading public has a rough idea of Tagore's
religious thought through some of his essays but they belong to a period
when he had reached only the end of the first stage of his spiritual
development which consists chiefly of what he had received from his
father, the Maharshi. He speaks of the Brahman as realized by the
Upanishadic rishis and reinterprets their vision in his characteristic
lyrical style. Being a poet and thus attached to the world and its creatures
he rejects Shankara's position of regarding them as mere illusions : for
him the seekers of vidya only or Avidya only both go unto perdition, the
Lord is rather to be sought every-where, in the Fire, in Water, in the
innermost recess of Creation (Ye deva agnau yo apsau etc.), and this vision
has to be translated into aesthetic expression. Thus, when he remembers
his departed beloved, be sees her everywhere— she is transformed into
the greenness of the green vegetation, the azure of the blue sky (shyamale
shyamal tumi, nilimay nil). Though English translations we know Tagore
thus far, and no farther.
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He then gives up composing devotional songs addressed to Brahman.
One wonders why. The clue is to be found in his next great poem called
Tapobhanga. It becomes clear to the reader in retrospect that the im
personal Brahman lacked the warmth and colour to appease the disire of
the mundane heart which yeamns to love, the hungry eyes which want to
see God— it not the direct vision, at least in the mind, through forms they
have already seen on the earth. To which God was Tagore to turn—
kasmai devaya havisha vidhema?

Bengali poetry is based on Vaishnava traditions. Chandidasa and
Vidyyapati, the two great predecessors of Tagore had followed the
footsteps of Jayadeva and countless poets after them have also sung the
love of Radha and Krishna but nineteenth century Bengal had no great
Vaishnava figure like Shri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda who as
henotheists had Shakti to the most exalted eminence. Tagore tunrned to
Shiva, for, is not Rudra also the Nataraja, and had not the Poet as a
small boy learnt from his father to seek the benign face of Rudra for
protection— Rudra yat te dakshinam mukham tena ma’m pahi nityam?

Tapobhanga is a great poem. In it Tagore sees the Lord of Time deep in
tapas. It is during these necessary and inevitable periods of tapas that the
creation becomes dry and shrivels up in the heat (tapas), pain, suffering
and all the miseries of the world are nothing but the creation of
Nataraja's dance and all these find their symbol in the resplendent
sufferings of Uma in her separation (vichchheder dipta duhkhadahe) caused
by Shiva's having withdrawn himself into himself— for is he not the
Yogisha also? At this stage enters the poet. He calls himself the emissary
of the conspiring Heaven (tapobhanga duta ami Mahendrer). Shiva wakes
up, the auspicious moment of the marriage of the celestial couple has
come, smile blossoms forth on the cleeks of Uma in sweet bashfulness
(smita hasya sumadhur laj). The Lord calls the poet, and taking the
flower garland and mangalyas, he joins the seven rishis in the marriage
procession (saptarshir dale, kavi sange chale). This time it is not Madana, it
is the Poet. And what an imagery! Along with the saptarshi, on the high
firmament, it is the Poet, for the whole universe to gaze at and admire.
What a role for all poets of all ages to play!

And then Tagore composed the famous Nataraja Odes. 'Oh, Nataraja,
thy matted locks become loose when Thou commences Thy
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Pralayadance,’ 'Nataraja, break my slumber with Thy dance steps'. (nrity-
er tale tale supti bhangao). They have the same motif as in the Bharatanritya
song, 'Oh, Lord of Chidamabaram, with Thou not stop Thy chariot at my
cottage door for a moment?' Tagore in indebted to South India for his
Nataraja cycle. The God is practically unknown as Nataraja in the North.

Tagore passes through several tragic experiences before he reached the
third and the final stage. The world knows how the Poet, shaking with
age, and rage composed the epistles in defense of India's national heroes,
of the correspondence between the two poets, Tagore and Naguchi. It has
and inkling also of the Poet's feeling when he saw the World War II shat-
tering to bits the edifice of international peace and goodwill he had been
building up but alas, it known nothing of the greatest tragedy of his life—
the Indian nation had not come forward to receive his favorite child, the
Vishvabharati, As the aged Poet proceeded along the dolorous path
carrying his cross, no St. Veronica came to offer him the kerchief to wipe
his perspiration and blood. The poet fell under the weight.

He fell seriously ill, and through unbearble physical pain and agony,
he saw new visions. He translated them into semi-aesthetic, quasi
philosophical verses, loosely knit together and entirely lacking the usual
Tagorian finish. He recovered and dictated some more of his
recollections and these two collections are called "Sick-bed’ (roga-shayya),
and 'Recovery' (Arogyn). His last poems are called ‘Shesh-lekha'.

The reader will remember how stoutly Tagore had maintained in his
youth that deliverance was not for him through renunciation of world (of
rupa-rasa-gandha-sparsha) by means of any yogic practice. Now, for
the first time, the world, including his body, became nothing but a
continuous source of the most excruciating agony. He cried in despair,
‘Through pain and pain again, I have realised the world is not unreal.’

Aghate aghate janilam
E jivan mithya nay.
What! Not beauty, not truth, but pain— the Buddhist point of departure—
should be the raison d‘etre of all existence!

There are many such wonders for the reader of the three collections
mentioned above. Personally I feel certain, although I cannot prove
it except by means of 'aesthetic logic', that Tagore had turned to
concentration in the rajayoga style at this last phase of his spiritual
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experience which alone can explain many of the visions, e. g. those
describing his body and mind floating away while the soul watches on, the
dumb creatures with masses of inert matter on the eve of the first creation.

The last poem, composed half an hour before the fatal operation,
absolves him once again, of the accusation that he was an escapist. Thou
has scattered on the path of Creation many a deceitful snare, O Deceitful
one (Chhalanamayi), many a false hope (mithya-vishvas)!

This is the final recognition of Untruth, Per se by the poet. This brings
him closer to the Sankhya system, nearer to Zarathustra who accepted
both the principle of Good and the principle of Evil as co-existing from
Eternity. In the dynamic process of arriving at a harmony beyond the
conflicting diversity of reality, the Poet has covered the entire gamut of
all the Indo-Aryan and Indo-Iranian systems of philosophy in aesthetic
realizations. This harmony, this weltanschauung, this summum honum is
known to us all in the simple word, ‘shanti.’

A letter from India

I am sure when you hear my English accent you will not believe me that
[ was ever in England, but it is Allah's truth that I spent several months
there— ‘believe it or not' as the Americans say. But then I spent most of my
time in the Reading Room of the British Museum where hailing each other
across the tables and discussions on weather in general and the one
prevailing in London in particular are not very highly appreciated. Indeed,
I should say even in the House of Commons you get better opportunities
to improve your conversational English than in the British Museum.

But that is not the point, any way. What I mean is that if it was
possible for me to visit England, why should you not be able to come to
this country next winter? Now, do not suspect me as being the
representative of a tourist organisation, hotel keeper or a guide. I am
suggesting the trip for, I really believe, having seen many of the winter
resorts of Europe that India is worth visiting in winter.

Naturally the first question you will ask is what we have here to
offer you?
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Well, to begin with the weather. Right from the beginning of October
till, let us say, the middle of March you will have nothing but bright
sunshine, a deep blue sky with a few white clouds once in a while, nice
comfortable warm days and slightly chilly nights when all you need is a
warn pull-over even for going out for a stroll by moon-light. It may rain
for a day or two during this period which will be quite a pleasant change
and you will have the experience of what is called warm rains in the East.

Are you interested in architecture? Well, Delhi is the Mecca of
architecture. There are at least five distance architectural styles to be seen
here which will take your breath away. The Kutb Minar is supposed to
be the most graceful tower in the whole world and Fergusson considers
it to be superior to Giotto's campanegla. The remains of the Quwwat
al-Islam mosque just near the kutb, built from the remains of ancient
Hindu temples with its noble arches and delicate ornamentations on the
stone walls, the spandrels with medallions of lotus-motif, the forts of the
Tughlus with massive walls, sometimes as much as sixty feet deep,
which loom large against glorious sunsets every evening, the noble but
sweet Humayun's tomb built in red stone and white marble, the
audience halls in the Red Fort and finally the Taj Mahal at Agra— only an
hundred and twenty miles far from Delhi.

I assure you, it will not merely mean looking at a few beautiful
buildings, it is much more than that. Let me explain.

You have all heard of the rich literatures of the East, Sanskrit, Arabic,
Persian and Chinese but where has the average European time or
opportunity to learn one or more of these languages to enjoy them?— The
same as we have no time to learn Greek, Latin, French or German.
Architecture and painting make up this loss to a considerable extent. As
you go from building to building chronologically you see for yourself
how the architects and their patrons conceived of beauty in their life and
how they tried to transform into stone and morter through arches, domes
and pillars, how one artist failed to solve a difficult aesthetic problem,
and how after several attempts a more gifted artist finds the way out,
how rebels suddenly appear in the field and violently reject everything
of the past, and then, as it were, comes a fresh renaissance and finally
masters who assimilate every achievement of the past and make a new
anthology of the most beautiful pieces of architecture.

www.pathagar.com



sev T/ARM-5Y 1 TR Jered! W=

It is precisely as if you are following from the birth of a literature till
its developed state.

And what strikes me as most important is the fact that you are not
merely reading books, you are not merely seeing buildings but you are
coming into the closest touch with the minds and hearts of a people and
then, you come to the grand discovery, how alike they are, all over the
world. You, who are accustomed to a certain type of architecture in
your country, will realize how, inspite of the difference in styles and
execution, the aesthetic ideals are the same and how the artists all over
the world have tried to come nearer to the supreme realisation of Beauty
which is Truth.

I have been speaking of Delhi, a city which I love not only because of
its architecture but for many more things.

For example I love the lazy, comfortable way our bazars are run. No
one is in a hurry— the philosophy of our bazar people appears to be,
‘why be in a hurry when life is so short, take it easy.' If you are a stranger
in shopkeeper may try to save some of your precious time but if you
happen to be one of the 'regulars' Allah protect you! He will ask you
about the health of every single individual of your family— there is no
question of your cutting him short— offer you tea which the boy will take
ages to serve. In the meantime three customers have come and gone and
you are nowhere near your purchases. At long last he produces the
perfumes you want to buy for your son's wedding. He warps up a little
fine cotton on a tiny piece of wood and soaks it in the attar— scent— and
says with a sigh that our last Emperor Bahadur Shah could not live for a
day without it. Now you have not got the purse of the Emperor, so you
get worried as to what the price will be like. He sighs again and produces
an second variety in the same process and reminds you that this was the
favorite of Her Majesty, the Empress. 'Alas’, he adds, 'who are the people
now that care for such refined delights— you are one of the very few—,
the market is flooded with cheap scents from all over the world. May
Allah hasten my death, he prays so that I may disappear before the
aristocratic attars vanish from this world.’

Meanwhile, as far as prices are concerned, our aristocrat ‘at business
table’ does not appear to be a great believer of 'vanity of Vanities, all
is Vanity', At the rate he is making profit, he need not die for another
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thousand years. Even if all attars disappear from the world he should be
able to live happily on the profits he has already made.

It is the nose which enjoys the attar, no wonder you pay through
your nose.

That reminds me, the heavy smell of oven-baked chickens had
entered the same nose through all the powerful age-old attars. What,
you have not heard of oven-baked chickens, commonly known as
tandori-murghi in Delhi? Why, in that case you must positively
undertake a pilgrimage to India. I am told, some of your great men went
round that world to prove that it was round— the discovery of an
oven-baked chicken is most emphatically a million times more laudable
task. You will go down in history as the first European who brought to
England the delicate chicken a la oriental, chicken des Hindus, poulet au Delhi
n’importe quoi, according to your knowledge of French or absence of it.

I shall not tell you how it is made. 'Come to Switzerland and see
Davos, they say; I shall say, ‘come to India and see how a poulet au Delhi
is made.’

It is not a chicken, it is a dream. Forget the Taj Mahal and the Kutb
Minar... you cannot eat them. The poulet will melt in your mouth like
butter, its aroma will give you greater delight then the sweetscented
tresses of your beloved and finally it will bring the same bliss, the same
summum bonum, in our language moksha and nirvana which extremely
complicated religions practices alone can bring.

That might remind you of death, for you might have heard that
nirvana comes after death. That is not true, for one of our poets has said,
'If I cannot get nirvana— salvation— in this life when I have command on
actions what chances have I to get if after death?'

And even if death overcomes you due to excesses in poulet au Delhi,
never mind. I shall quote another scripture, this time in pure Sanskrit, to
prove my thesis. I am afraid I shall have to twist it slightly, but then that
is precisely what all scholars do; it is the laymen, the uninitiated the
rustic who goes by the literal meaning of scriptures.

The quatrain says,
'Parannam prapya, Durbuddhe,
Ma praneshu dayam kuru,
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Parannam durlabham loke,
Pranah janmani Janmani.'
'Eat, eat, to they full, o, man of little knowledge,

And do not show any mercy for your life,

For you come across cheap exotic food rarely in life,

But life will be given to you by God free of cost
every time you are born.

Let me remind you that we Indians believe in rebirths. We believe that
we come to this earth again and again till we have reached perfection.

So then, if you do not come to India, inspire of all the pleadings,
I have made on her behalf, this winter or in this life, I pray, you may be
born in India in your next birth.

What is in a name?

There appears to be little doubt that India is going to be divided soon,
but at the same time there appears to be a lot of confusion in the public
mind about the name to be given to the Non-Pakistan area.

Some are in favor of 'India’, others again are suggesting 'Hindustan' (or
'Hindusthan'). Some are indifferent like Shakespeare who thought that a
name did not matter at all, others are keen on a proper choice and cite
Tagore who considered it all important and pointed out that if Draupadi,
the proud possessor of five heroes as husbands (panchavira-patigarvita),
had been named Urmila, her resplendent kshatriya womanhood would
have been hurt at every step by this soft and tender name.

We agree with Tagore not because we are thinking in aesthetic
terms, but because in addition to his artistic argument there are a few
philological and historical arguments which have to be considered
before we arrive at a decision.

Philologists have pointed out that the ancient Iranians changed their s’
to 'h’ at an early stage of their linguistic development with the result that
our 'asura’ became their ‘ahura’ which is the first part of Ahura-Mazda;
precisely in the same manner the river 'Sindhu’ became ' Hindu', 'Hindo',

www.pathagar.com



o Aghe ikey S0

and 'Hind' to which was added the word 'stan’, meaning ‘land" which
again is cognate with Sanskrit 'sthana’. (It will be remembered that like all
other non-Indian Aryans, the Iranians lost their aspirates at an early
stage— cf. 'ph’ in 'philosophy' which is pronounced as a fracative 'f'—
with the result that 'sthan’ became 'stan’ in the Iranian languages).
Hindustan thus came to mean the 'Land of the Indus.'

The Arabs turned in into 'Hind' and used it as a general appellation
for the whole of India. They still call all Indians, irrespective of the fact
whether they are Hindus or Muslims, 'Hindi' of which the plural is
‘Hunud', a term, which surprisingly enough, is occasionally used by
Indian Muslims in referring contemptuously to the Hindus.

The Greeks had lost their aspirates by the time they learnt the word
from the Iranians and consequently took it as 'Indos’ (in modern Greek
the 'd’ is pronounced soft, almost wet, as 'th' in the English 'this’) which
gave birth to the English 'India’, French ‘L' Inde', German 'Indier’, etc.

Columbus thought that he had discovered India and it caused con-
siderable confusion which persists in the European languages to this day.

Thus the German, for example, calls our county 'Indien, the people
‘Inder’, but another word from the same root 'Indianer’ is used to
designate the Red Indians. During my stay in Germany, I had often great
difficulty in explaining to elderly German gentlemen that I was an 'Inder’
not an 'Indianer’. To them both names meant very much the same.

The French call India 'L'Inde’, but the people, irrespective of the fact
whether they are Hindus or Muslims, ‘Hindou'. I have often been present
in 'scences’ where the young Muslim from India was indignantly
maintaining that he was not a Hindu but a Muslim and the Frenchman
trying in vain to explain that he was not referring to his religion but his
nationality. Some Frenchmen coin a new word ‘Brahminist' to designate
the Hindu by religion. The word Tindien' applies to the Red Indian.

The American follows the Frenchmen. He calls our country 'India’ all
right but terms us all as 'Hindus'. Thus it happened, some years back,
when American papers announced that 'One abdur Rahman, a Hindu,
was arrested for having landed in the States without a passport.” When
this news item was reproduced in India we had a hearty laugh at the
Yankee's ignorance but of course the American papers were not referring
to the religion of Abdur Rahaman but to his nationality.

FHAEE-3) 1 T TErEdl WA 5D
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Will it be wise to increase the confusion at this state by giving
the appellation Hindusthan to India? Already the wrong impression is
¢aining ground in Europe and America that Pakistan contains only
Muslims : if we start calling the rest of India by the name Hindusthan we
are bound to strengthen the impression that this new 'Hindusthan'
contains only Hindus. Surely the Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians, Jains
and even the Hindus— barring the Mahasabha, perhaps— have no such
intention. Vis-a-vis Pakistan, which is going to be a theocratic state, the
raison d'etre of the rest of India has got to be non-religious (areligious)
and anti-communal.

But before recommending ‘Hindusthan' to the rest of the world, let us
consider the luck the word has had in India itself. Urdu uses only
‘Hindustan', very seldom ‘Bharata’. Hindi, Gujerati and Marathi use both
name in popular language but in their poetical flights on Sanskritic
wings they shed 'Hindusthan.' Bengali and Assamese rarely use
'Hindusthan', and when they refer to a 'Hindusthani' they mean a person
coming from Western India just as they use 'Madrasi' to cover all South
Indians (!) And finally the South Indian languages have been using
Bharatavarsha (-Bhumi, -Mata, -Khanda, -Desha) without paying any
attention to 'Hindusthan’ Whatsoever.

It is strange indeed that whereas the word ‘"Hindu' which is Persian
sot entrance into all Indian Languages and even hybrid samasas
(composites) like 'Hindu-dharma' and 'Hindusamaja' have become a
part of the Indian Languages, the composite 'Hindusthan' (where
'sthanam’ is a purer Sanskrit word than 'Hindu') was given no passport
by the Bharat Government. It is like Subhadranandana Abhimanyu
entering the chakravyuha while respectable elders bearing the tail fail
to penctrate!

What about Bharata, then? Unfortunately the word is unknown in
Sindhi, Baluchi, Poshto, Kashmiri and is very rarely used in Urdu. The
rest of the world does not know it either. And surely the Congress has
not given up all hopes for the return of the prodigal. 'Vande Bharatam' (!)
does not work : ‘mataram’ has a better chance.

Netaji used 'Hind' for the simple reason that he had to deal mostly
with the Puanjabis— Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs— to whom the word is
familiar, but it does not appeal to the rest of India.
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I therefore feel that there is no alternative but to maintain the status
guo. We shall continue to use 'India’ when we write and speak English,
and 'Bharatavarsha' and "Hindusthan' according to the predilection and
genious of the different Indian languages, as in the past. The man in the
street would like to have one single word for India in all the Indian
languages, but we must not forget the fact that India is a sub-continent
and many people have many associations and many sentiments. Our
attitude in this matter should be more Swiss than French. There are four
languages in Switzerland : the French Swiss calls his country 'La Suisse’;
the German Swiss 'Die Schweitz' : the Italian Swiss 'Svizzera'— I regret
I have forgotten the Roumansh word. It is true that the Swiss have
another common word for their land in all the language— "Helvetia', but
it is used only on the postage stamp! It happens to be a Latin word too,
and the Swiss have much less to do with dead Latin (Helvetia) than we
have with the living English (India).

Love and friendship

Only the other day a young friend of mine, a rising barrister, suddenly
descended upon me and insisted that I should immediately
accompany him to this house as his parents had suddenly arrived there
from their native village and would like me to have dinner with them.
I know that this young man and his wife are very hospitable and
although he took his glass of brandy it was in abundance for the guests,
but he told me something in the car which upset me considerably. It
appears that an astrologer had paid them an visit just a couple of hours
back and had predicted that his mother would leave this world before
his father.

Now I know that every Hindu woman (and in india by far and large
Muslim women also) always pray or to put in Bengail that she may be
laid on the funeral pyre with the vermilion mark on the parting of the
hair (sinthisindur) which is a sign that she is not a widow. That is to say
she would rather die as an akhandasaubhagyavati rather than live for a
hundred years as a gangaswarupa (these terms are not familiar in
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Bengal and some other provinces, but will be easily understood) but
nevertheless it is a crul faux pas to speak of the death of a wife before
her husband.

But I was completely bowled over when I met the parents and heard
the opinion of the mother regarding her predicted death as an
akhandasaubhagyavati. 'Oh no,' 'she said firmly but sweetly, 'T would not
drecam of popping off (in Bengali ' tensne jawa'— a humorous slang like
say kicking the bucket) before him." while she looked at the thin
emaciated and a very silent gentleman with infinite tenderness in her
eyes. ' Oh, no', she continued, 'If I should die earlier he will be as
utterly helps as an orphan of six months. He will just perish inspire of
my three daughters-in-law who are extremely fond of him but cannot
give him the company he is accustomed to." And I was throughly
convinced that she was perfectly right.

Here then was a case of love turning into friendship in old age, which
has been described by the Grand Maitre of tender scenes, Alphonse
Daudet in, his famous short : '"Lex Vieux.'

While staying in a abandoned mill in Provence he received a request
from a Parsian friend to call on his grandparents who lived a few miles
away. Daudet goes and on seeing them says. 'I was touched to find them
so like each other! With a fringe and some yellow ribbons he (the
grandfather) might have been called Mamettee (the grandmother), Even
in their infirmity they resembled. Daudet sitting between the two of
them had to go on and on chattering away (Et, patati : et patata) on their
dear and above all brave (in the French sense) grandson Maurice. "The
old man would draw closer to me to say ‘Speak louder—She's a little
hard of hearing—'

And she on her part would say :

“A little louder, pray... He does not hear very well...

Through the communicating door Daudet saw two little beds and 'I
could not keep my eyes off them. They were hardly bigger than cradles
and I pictured them at break of day when they are still buried under their
fringed curtains. Three O'clock strikes. This is the hour when all old peo-
ple wake :

"Are you asleep Mamette?"

"No, my dear".”
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Here I must draw the reader's attention to the very important fact
that in the French original it is not 'mon cher’ which would be 'my dear’
but '"MON AMI' which strictly speaking is ' MY FRIEND'. And that
is exactly what I have been driving at right from the begining. Love,
passionate love, turns into friendship and it is impossible to say when
and how the process begins. But when it is completed the husband and
wife, at least according to Daudet, resemble each other. It is therefore not
quite wrong that in certain parts of the Persian-speaking countries
a couplet is recited by the bridegroom, after the formal wedding
ceremony is over :

'Man tu shudam, tu man shudi, man tan shudam, tu jan shudibad as
in Ta kasi no guyad, man diagram, tu digari.’

'T have become you, and you have become me, I have become the
body and you have become jan.

So that no one may say after this you are different and you are different.’

We have the same in Sanskrit and I am told that just like the Persian
couplet it is recited by the bridegroom and the bride in certain parts
of India :

'yadet hrdayam mama tadastu hrdayam tava
Yadet hrdayam taba tadastu hrdayammama.'
‘Let this heart of mine become thy heart
Let this heart of thine become my heart.'

If two hearts melt into one, it is but natural that in course of years, as
Daudet points out, they should resemble one another bodily also, indeed
there is a couplet in mixed Bengali which says :

'Sunori sunori tehar nam
Sundari Radhe hoilo Shyam.’

Ordinarily it is translated as 'Recalling his (Krisna's) name over and over
again the beautiful Radha became dark (Shyam, dark, Krisna)' but other
pundits maintain that she actually looked like Krisna. But as they were not
married to one another and did not live for any length of time together
actual friendship did not grow up between them. Had Lord Shrikrisna
returned to Vrindavan again it might have been different. Some say he did
visit again when Shriradha was a full hundred years old! Well. I presume
that was rather late in the day for either love or friendship.
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A personal experience

"It can't hurt now' was Mr Sherlock Holmes's comment when for the tenth
time in as many years I (Watson) asked his leave to reveal a delicate inci-
dent. In my case it is not ten hut close upon forty! When I was student in
Bonn from 1930 to 1932 I fell deeply in love— not a calf-love— with a
medical student who belonged to Stuttgart area. As I spoke precious little
German when I met her for the first time and she spoke it perfectly well
as also showed keen interest in India and Indian things (actually Tagore
visited the Marburg University in summer 1930 and Mariana bought
everything available by him and on him) we were drawn very close
together. Well, in Germany Studentenliebe (love or/& friendship among
university students) is equated with Semesterliebe (love of /& friendship
only for a Semester which is a university term of six months)... German
students are passionately fond of shifting from one university to another
at the end of a Semester till they settle down for good at some particular
university to prepare their thesis but neither I nor Mariana dreamed of
seperation. I got my doctorate in the beginning of 1932 and left Mariana
and Bonn in tears. Shortly afterwards Mariana wrote to me to say that she
just could not stand the sight of Bonn, the Rhine and above all the
Venusberg where we used to go out for long walks and on Saturday
nights often used to greet the rising sun. Bonn was a small university
town forty years ago and practically everyone who had anything to do
with the university students knew that our love was 'feste’ (unshakeable)
‘'solide’ (solid, pucca) and when I left for India and Mariana for Munich it
was palpable to our colleag, at Mensa (students’ restaurant), the old
woman at the newspaper kiosk, waiters, the few policemen on beat that
Bonn could boast of and finally even my good old professor Carl Clemen
who had international fame in Comparative Religion and knew that we
were inseparable would raise his hat and bow profusely whenever he met
her in the street that ours was not he notoriously proverbial Semesterliebe
but of full five Semesters when circumstances separated us.

Five years is a pretty long time and when you are separated by
thousands of miles. Our correspondence became irregular, for we had
nothing else to tell each other except the cruel pangs of separation.
Such depressing letters are not conducive to increase the tempo in
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correspondence, besides, I knew, that she, being the only child of an
aristocratic family, was expected by her parents to marry and continue
the name of the family, at least from the maternal side, Mariana's sense
of noblesse oblige was one of the strongest traits of her character
and although I am perfectly certain that her parents, to whom I was
presented as a de rigueur, whenever they visited Bonn, never brought to
bear any pressure on her to marry, much less a marriage de convennce
which though not quite la mode was quite commeil faut among she
Swabian elite (I am deliberately using these French expressions to show
the profound French influence on the German aristocracy).

Mariana married in, I believe, 1936. I went to Germany a number of
times since then but just as her noblesse oblige made her get married my
common sense— on amour propre— prevented me from getting in touch
with her. It is just not done.

Last year, however, I somehow come to know that her husband had
died thirteen years ago. I wrote to her and got an immediate reply. She
did not write in detail. She said she had two sons aged twenty four and
nineteen. She concluded by saying that as a large number of Indians are
visiting Germany since independence why should I not find a way to do
the same. She finished her letter by 'As long as I am alive you are most
welcome to my house.'

Alas for Mariana! She does not know the Sanskrit proverb
'Vasundhara Virabhogya' (The world belongs to the heroes viras) but
today it is 'vasundhara tadbirbhogya.' it belongs to those who are
masters of tadbir, pulling the strings, buttering up the paladins of the
imperial court or/and the various foreign missions. As I am fast
approaching the other world destined for me (sadhonachitadham)
I would rather employ whatever tadbir I am capable of for gaining a
better seat, if not in Dante's paradise, at least in the purgatory.

But Allah's ways are inscrutable. Certain quite unexpected
circumstances and a couple of friends created a situation which found
me in a Air India plane bound for America over Europe. The service was
excellent, the food delicious but as that particular plane did not stop
anywhere in Germany I got down at Zurich and took a train to Luzemn
which I have visited at least four times and shall never be tired of saying
'Gruess Gott' to her again.
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The Meeting

I caught an evening plane and reached Stuttgart when the light was
fading. But there could be no mistake that it was Mariana. As she came
towards me from the parking place I could distinctly see the same gait,
the same bearing and I believe with a view to please me she had put on
a Kostum and even the same coiffeur she used to have forty years
ago. As I approached her she smiled but I did not ask her whether she
recognized me at the first glance— who knows what disappointing
answer I might get.

Of course she had grown old (I should say ‘elderly’, according to a
German who told me that there are no old ladies in Germany but
elderly ladies). She had crow’s feet at the corner of her eyes, lines on her
forehead and upper lip and her eyes had lost some of their sparkle but
inspite of all, the contour of her face and the body was the same. Her
figu' (face in French) had, as I have said, heed lines but strange to tell,
her figure (taken in the English sense) had not, I was glad to note that
she needed no artificial teeth, for often enough they change the entirely
the contour of the face, and you feel, for good or bad, as if your are not
looking at a familiar face. Or as Daudet puts it, looking at a friend
through a fog.

Tt is actually only forty miles to my village home as the crow flies,' she
said as she started to drive in a tiny but delightful car, 'but it is a strain to
drive thought the crowded Stuttgart and in the country the lights dazzle
my eyes. During the past years I have driven to Stuttgart only twice."
apologized profusely and remembering that Mariana had poor eyes even
forty years ago said, 'I could have taken an earlier plane, if I only knew.
Besides, 'I could have come from Stuttgart to your home by train. I told
you so in my letter.’ But I knew in the heart of my hearts that she knew,
ever since we met for the first time that while travelling as good as an
Eskimo in Berlin. But I believe that was not the main reason. She really
wanted to do something for me symbolic at the very first moment of our
meeting which will give us a good start in our new relationship for, after
all, the Germans themselves define friendship as a relationship of mutu-
al attraction between two persons based on sympathy, understanding,
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respect for each other, common interest and readiness to help one
another. I felt hat I had not made a mistake in seeking out Mariana after
forty years. I was certain that she was not boasting of the trouble she had
taken to come to Stuttgart, for she replied immediately as she always did,
‘Don't be silly!" which came as naturally as her mentioning the difficulty
of driving in the dusk.

Pea soup, Wiener Schnitzel (escalope de veau a la viennoise) and
that famous Rhine wine, hoc, par excellence (Liebfraumilch or
Liebfrauenmilch), Strange! how she remembered my favorite dishes &
wines which I love & could hardly afford in my student days. After
dinner she told me important and occasionally very unimportant events
of the past forty years of her life. Mariana's parents were Antinazis and
her husband was dragged to the denazification court which caused his
untimely death.

I wish I could write in greater detail of my stay at the huge
zamindari home where Mariana lived lonely and all by herself; the sons
came only during the holidays but I presume, here, the 'Moderns'
expect 'hot stuff’ from me and I shall have a disappoint them. Our days
flowed smoothly like oil from a bottle without any tempestuous
entracts. Of course we were inseparable. Even while she cooked one by
one all my favourite dishes I gave her company in the kitchen. During
those days Herr Brandt and his Foreign Minister Herr Scheel
were stoutly defending their Ostpolitik in the Parliament and although
the whole of Germany was watching it on the television screen, we,
having given only one chance to the two Herren, went back to our
reminiscences.

But I left Marjana with a deep wound in my heart which will never
heal. Amongst other things she said, as if it were of little consequence
“You know, when it can be really very, very cold here and the whole
locality is snowbound it is really cheerless and I feel extremely lonely.
Well, I think it can't be helped.’ She changed the topic.

And this winter was particularly cruel in Europe just to spite me.
Sitting in a warm temperature of seventy degrees I read that it had
snowed even in the south of Italy after many years. Mariana must have
been buried in at least Six feet of snow. She does need a friend.

www.pathagar.com



%90 FBARME-3S 1 W Teret =t

Friendship

Nonetheless some great thinkers have maintained that true friendship
can exist only between a man and a man and there is no doubt that
there are classical examples which have been sung by great poets. The
friendship between Achilles and Patrocles, Krisna (Parthasarathi) and
Arjuna, the Prophet Mohammed and Abu Bakr, and in recent times
German literature has been considerably enriched by the friendship
between Gothe and Schiller, as English by Hallam and Tennyson.

Perhaps there is a lurking suspicion in the minds of those thinkers
that the friendship between a youngman and a maiden must ultimetaly
turn into love.

Bana, in his famous novel Kadambari, has introduced the motif of
friendship between a young prince Chandrapida and the daughter of a
king, taken captive by Chandrapida’s father called Patralekha and
brought up by the queen as her own daughter but much to our
disappointment, does not elaborate the theme. Tagore has discussed it in
extenso in his article 'The Neglected in Poesy' (Kavye Upekshita) where
he counts her Along with Lakshman's wife Urmila, the two companions
of Shakuntala— Priyambada & Anasuya.

According to Bana, when Chandrapida was sixteen, her mother sent
through a chamberlain (kanchuki) a charming young girl, who had not
reached her full youth (anatiyauvana), with the message that the prince
should accept her as the bearer of pan-supari' (tambulakarankavahini)
that she should not be treated as a servant, but as disciple, a Friend
(suhrid) so that the might become his permanent companion.

Tagore comments Patralekha in not a wife, not a beloved, not a ser-
vant; she is the companion (sahachari) of a male. This curious friendship
is like a sand beach between tow seas. Haw can it excape destruction?
That puissant and perrennial attraction which exists between young
folk in their early youth— why does it not attack the narrow dam and
destroy it?

‘But alas! the poet has made the poor orphan princess sit for all times
on that narrow strip; what could be a grosser negligence of the poet
towards this ill-fated war prisoner? Living as she did behind a thin
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curtain she never attained her normal status. She kept awake near the
heart of a man but could never step into it.’

But not even the thinnest muslin curtain separated them when it was
a matter of friendship. She accompanied him everywhere ‘like his own
shadow' and there proximity was more than ordinary, or shall I any
bizarre. While out on military conquests, Chandrapida would make her
first sit on an elephant and then take his place behind her. While in the
military camp, the prince would converse with his friend
Vaishampayana deep into the night. FRIEND (sakhi) Patralekha would
spread her blanket on the earth and sleep near the Prince.

This relationship is indeed very touchingly sweet but it rejects the
full recognition of the right of womanhood. Bana has brought them as
close as possible and yet he does not for a moment show any alarm, he
does not appear even to be worried that the narrow strip of the sandy
beach may be washed away and friendship turn into love. According to
Tagore, here, Bana has shown his extreme indifference towards the
woman in Patralekha. Had he but shown the least bit of concern with
their intimacy— an intimacy which is utterly free from all bashfulness
such as is enjoyed between two women only— it would have been
some compliment paid to Patralekha, a recognition of her womanhood,
however small.

Finally, to crown it all, Chandrapida falls in love and marries
Kadambari, but Patralekha occupies such a very insignificant place in
Chandrapida’s life that the poet does not bother to throw her out. Indeed
Kadambari does not feel the least bit jealous of Patralekha either. Indeed
the latter serves as a messenger between Kadambari and Chandrapida
when the former is away and she stays with her for some time.

But, asks Tagore, was she not disturbed at all by the scenes of amour
which were acted between the prince and her wife? Did not the heat of
the prince's impetuous youth ever make the blood in her vein run faster?
With supreme nonchalance Bana, according to Tagore, does not pay the
least attention to this divine aspect of Chitralekha's life and does not
touch even the fringe of the question.

But who knows? Perhaps Bana wanted to paint a new conceit
unknown to Sanskrit Kavya and he was afraid to bring them closer lest
the reader should expect the eternal triangle, the stock-in-trade of many
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a Sanskrit dramatist. Perhaps the character and even more the situation
of Chitralekha is tragic but it is certainly unique.
Tolstoy firmly believed in the friendship between man and woman.
In his criticism of the famous short story of Chekhov “Darling’ he goes
to the length of considering Mary Magdalene as a source of inspiration
of Lord Jesus, and 'the relations of friendship and sympathy between St.
Clara and Francis were very close and there can be no doubt that she
was one of the truest heirs of Franci's inmost spirit’. (E. B.) In Bengal we
remember Sister Nivedita not only as a disciple of Swami Vivekananda
(whose birthday is being celebrated as I write this) but as one of his
closest friends. associate in all his activities and the most important
inspirer in his life, It is by far the best example of friendship I know of,
for unlike Magdalene and St. Clara Nivedita had to go beyond her
creed, country and kinsfolk.
Wether we believe it or not :
'Love is only chatter
Friends are all that matter.’

There is no doubt whatsever when the Persian says,

‘Dushman chih kunad
agar mehrban bashad dost.’

‘What can enemies do, if a friend is mehrban.’
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