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-"Press Release of the Government of Bangladesh on War Crimes Trial (17 April
1973)

Investigations into the crimes committed by the Pakistani occupation forces and
their auxiliaries are almost complete. Upon the evidence, it has been decided to try
195 persons of serious crimes, which include genocide, war crimes, crimes against
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humanity, breaches of Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, murder, rape and arson.
Trials shall be held in Dacca before a Special Tribunal, consisting of judges
having status of judges of the Supreme Court.

The trials will be held in accordance with universally recognized judicial
.norms eminent international jurists will be invited to observe the trials. The
accused will be afforded facilities to arrange for their defence and to engage
counsel of their choice, including foreign counsel. A comprehensive law
providing for the constitution of the Tribunal, the procedure to be adopted and
other necessary materials is expected to be passed this month. The accused are
expected to be produced before the Tribunal by the end of May 1973."

T TR 9% Rl TPIE 690 TER @ TR ¢ fite ardoace Rofis
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"13. The question of 195 Pakistani prisoners of war was discussed by the three
Ministers, in the context of the earnest desire of the Governments for
reconciliation, peace and in friendship in the sub-continent. The Foreign Minister
of Bangladesh states that the excesses and manifold crimes committed by these
prisoners of war constituted, according to the relevant provisions of the U.N.
‘General Assembly Resolutions and International Law, war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide and that there was uni_versal consensus that persons
charged with such crimes as the 195 Pakistani prisoners of war should be held to
account and subjected to the due process of law. The Minister of State for
Defence and Foreign Affairs of the Government of Pakistan said that his
Government condemned and deeply regretted any crimes that may have been
committed.

14. In this connection the threé Ministers noted that the matter should be viewed
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in the context of the determination of the three countries to continue resolutely to
work for reconciliation. The Ministers further noted that following recognition,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan had declared that he would visit Bangladesh in
response to the invitation of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh and appealed to
the people of Bangladesh to forgive and forget the mistakes of the past in order to
promote reconciliation. Similarly, the Primes Minister of Bangladesh had
declared with regard to the atrocities and destruction committed in Bangladesh in
1971that he wanted the people to forget the past and to make a fresh start,
starting that the people of Bangladesh knew how to forgive.

15. In the light of the foregoing and in particular, having regard io the appeal of
the Prime Minister of Pakistan fo the people of Bangladesh to forgive and forget
the mistakes of the past, the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh stated that the
Government of Bangladesh had decided not to proceed with the trials as an act of
clemency. It was agreed that the 195 prisoners of war may be repatriated to
Pakistan along with the other prisoners of war now in the process of repatriation
under the Delhi Agreement.”
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wiEel g «are fie T Ideological World View F=ité fecates, “..(1)
Islam is a total way of life Therefore religion is integral to politics,
state and society, (2) Islam, as found in the guidance of the koran, in
the practice of the Prophet, and in the example of the early Islamic
community/state provides the true alternative ideology for Muslim
life.." (The Muslim World Today, occasional paper No 3 by American
Institute for Islamic affairs, Page-3) TN So3R WifFs & I9gR
(BRRAATST <Hfeam, 5 e, TSl To% @ WYES, ¢ Ry s AFeRTER
AE T SIE I & | @ Godfrey Gansen F1Rted, “Today Islam and
the modern western world confront and challenge each other. No
other religion Posseses such a challenge to the West. Not
Christianity, which is the part of the western world and which has
been eaten up from within by the acids of the modernity. Not
Hinduism and Budism, because their radiation to the West and has
been and is on high, ethereal plane. And not Judaism, which is small
and tribal a faith. No guru, no swami, no lama, no rabbi, has have
any impact on the west comparable to that exerted by the Caliph, the
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Mahadi and Ayatullah”. (‘Muslems and the Modern world, The
Economist, Jan. 1981)"

SR +f% swta® Robin Wright Senior Associate, carnegic
Endowment for International Peace I@W=R, “....But because of its
inherent mixture of religion and politics, Islam could well become
one of the world's strongest ideological forces in the late twentieth
Century”. (‘The islamic Resurgence: A new Phase’, Current History,
Feb, 1988 )
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" Whereas it appears that the persons specified below have been staying
abroad since before the liberation of Bangladesh and by their conduct
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cannot be deemed to be citizen of Bangladesh.

And whereas the said persons have continued to be the citizens of Pakistan:
Now, therefore, the Government declares under Article 3 of the Bangladsh
Citizenship (Temporary Provision) order 1972 (P.O.No. 149 of 1972), that
the persons specified below do not qualify themselves to be the citizens of
Bangladesh...... )
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"1. That mentioning of the name of Abdul Khaleq in the FIR on 20-12-71
was motivated, because till then nobody had soon Abdul Khaleq nor
anybody has mentioned that Abdul Khaleq kidnapped. The only information
was from PW4 that Khaleq made a querry.

2. Not a Single withness to whom allegedly PW 1 and 2 had stated that they
recognized the face of one miscreant was examined.

3. Publication of Photograph of Abdul Khaleq on 23rd December 1971 has
dominated, the mind and judgment of the withnesses and therefore deposing
at a such later period in july 1972. They were obsessed within idea that this
was the man who must have committed the murder.

4. Circumstances showing that Abdul Khaleq was a member of Jamat-e-
Islami dominated the mind as judgment of the prosecution witnesses,
because impression was created that Jamat-e-Islami was against the
movement of liberation. Be that as it may, this impression was responsible
for influencing the inductive reasoning of the witnesses.

5. Publication by the newspapers as to how he was arrested where he was
arrested and what he stated and what he did not say had a cumulative effect
awhich were reflected in the evidence of the prosecution witnesses.

6. The Trial court itself has-found that there was no other overt act by Abdul
Khaleq which would show that he acted as a culprit within the meaning of
PO.

AFFR WA WATEAS S AT @ AT TN AT O] TR

1. None of the witnesses have proved that he was a member of Al Badr
Bahini.

2. None of the members of the Mukti Bahini who apprehended the accused
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at Malibag was examined and therefore the evidence that PWs I and 2 had
indentilied on the spot remains uncorroborated.

In the circumstances therefore the opinion is that doubt has crept into the
prosecution case and this doubt goes in favour of the accused and we
accordingly give him benefit of doubt and the accused appellant is acquitted
and it is directed that he be set at liberty if not wanted in any other
connection. _
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1. A revolution is taking pldce in Bangladesh that threatens trouble
the region and beyond:if “left--unchallenged. Islamic
\entalism, religious thtolerance, militant Muslim groups with
ternational terrorist groups, a powerful military with ties
“nts, the mushrooming of Islamic schools churning out
+ts, middle-class apathy, poverty and lawlessness.. all

transform the nation.
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2. In the immediate term, Bangladesh's secular tradition is most at
risk from the rise in fundamentalism. Attacks on Hindus, who
generally support the staunchly secular Awami League, are
increasing. "The intimidation of the minorities, which had begun
before the election, became worse afterwadrs”, said The Society for
Environment and Human Development, a local non-governmental
organization, in a report on the October poll. An Amnesty
International report concurred and indicated that members of the
BNP-led coalition were responsible. But neighboring India and
Burma- which both have Muslim minorities- are also at risk, while
the Western world cannot afford to be complacent either, analysts
say.
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Moudud Ahmed participated in the open discussion at the dialogue,
and expressed solidarity with the proposed civil society movement
to force political parties to nominate honest and competent people
as candidates in the election. "Please launch the movement so
vigorously that we the politicians are compelled to follow your
suggestions for putting honest people in the electoral race", the
minister said.
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“The political crisis in Bangladesh has severely jeopardized the
legitimacy of the electoral process. The announced cancellation of
numerous international observation missions is regrettable. The
united Nations has had to suspend all technical support to the
election process, including by closing its international coordition
official for Election observers.in Dhaka. The United Nations is
deeply concerned by the deteriorating situation in the country, and
urges all parties to refrain from the use of violence. It is hoped that
the Army will continue to play a neutral role, and that those
responsible for enforcing the law act with restraint and respect for
homan rights. The United Nations urges the non-party Caretaker
Government and Election Commission to create a level playing
field and ensure parties can have confidence in the electoral
process. The United Nations is concerned that Bangladesh's
democratic advances and international standing will be negatively
affected if the current crisis continues. It urges all concemed to
seek a compromise that will serve the interests of peace, democracy
and the country's overall well-being.”
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"Deployment of the Armed Forces in support of the election process
raises questions. This may have implications for Bangladesh's
future role in UN Peacekeeping Operations."
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e W Nz, AR CR TR FTHFTM R | TR, TR SR @R
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A (1 A4 Yo TR 0k TR =% TR |

4T TR AREES Rerea 8y ToR W0y I o T [iey o
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TR ot PR &g R, Bt e oep qeow A @R, T 9o SRme
R | OIS BB IS IR ¢ | AR BRCS (N SItid STee At 76-
BiR M08 (I (FOEE AR SIS TS @I FE | @2 W Jemrat 93
AT AN SR G A (2T P I e w0 (AEBRE @I
G FCACR | CTPGRETR 9938 0% GFIEEE RS Ta SRIAwR [om
' eI FrEmife ffameaet’ |

SRYE WA R, AFNO (*TF T e 7 Afffran Qs @t oo | ;¥
TR TP SO WP FACS A (I T OF FWITR a4 #iigt e @ il Bk @
7 S 2w ST B Tk, R e SR Areteet fafye 0w a1 Teifn ik
oY IR A SRS REy firw | R e Spm @ W P e SRR
T TGS TR TS Tea Wy ol T Reght ke Toeanem gt fers | sy
o e P wTeae! e [Rogfed aT g T bR TeiRe | @ wffrrerren
et @ I TR T (IR O TerlfE FE TS (631 FA T |

FIEEEN A LT (diNTeiTel T AF GR Wi S rere Toaw (dre A4S
Tge TR | S8y T W @ XS (George Jacob Holyoake) 1 @ %
Fgfdem (Secularism) *#b N JIZF FEA | AARTFOR TOIM YTS TR
s MRG-F$y FFe | 3fem ciEiiem a B w9 e SR
qfffarerwers st g

3. “Secularism is that which seeks the development of the physfcal, moral
and intellectual nature of man to the highest possible point, as the
immediate duty of life- which inculcates the practical sufficiency of
natural morality apart from Atheism, Theism or the Bible- which selects
as its methods of procedure the promotion of human improvement by
material means, and proposes these positive agreements as the common
bond of union, to all who would regulate life by reason and enable it by
service. (Principles of Secularism, 17)

(el R WA MARE, MeE ¢ FayE S Fwew pur) off
TSI, TR 4R AT RF o7 G G179 I TG 2AFST TR
TR S FOY R [T 29 W W Sy o, e
TRATC 31 9T TN wRRTerwe AW )

2. “Secularism is a code of duty pertaining to this life founded on

considerations purely human, and intended mainly for those who find

theology indefinite or inadequate, unreliable or unbelievable. Its essential
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principles are three: The improvement of this life by material means. That
science is the available providence of man. That it is good to do good.
Whether there is other good or not, the good of present life is good, and it is
good to seek that good.” (English Secularism, 35)

(FRTTrFe! @ WA AN WG TS [RAT 49 T oG G,
B, g G T SR P W P 92 S ©Ierd S | 97 T S
foafs ¢ . TN GITa BgRel (e T I 9T T | 73, R@12 Tqued
T GF0 NS F97 | for. @ (I Sl PIerE Sl | T (R SN AIFE I A
AP TSI G G 31 SN O FHHAZ I 1)

wfog A eferres fm e T3 et 8 @i st AR 9 | or offimerrer
ffeq viemt e SR et oS Hfte @y JeRe GiF TS R 6T ]
T @, T o TS Ry @I TR o S T smd wfRaerrer A ¢
w e i e | S fRiar SR @3 sftef Sy Rewe Reee
R R RFER IR AGTREER e séaew fadt @32 oF9 T o o AfF |
RN SR SHE Aka FEAA R T AR ITRR b T TS AL “TII
(SRl WEIRA I FRA WIS IRy WG O T e weer R
(SIS A A1 FAWRH W TPF W T | I (OIS Qe F0 |
oA O &ffS Aeydd FA |”

vy IS GRATH TFIE TRE SRR a3 e Reas +1 T Rt
e e P IR e R T G O (@ WERA FiR SRy
R Peva ReneR e TR @ Fa T @IE SRE &%) TR
FEee AT TR TS BItRR Ol ( SFeOE NI YW
AR <51 SIRA 1 WNE AR T2 PRI | 937 FHSIRCR 2 Tfere xre
AT @, S5 FNER LN SR AL ffarerFer sgert B & F=2 9
TR TR (S T GG A oo e | S s Wi 3 eReAfe

&) TR A @ = g Tyfen wemmpR 7y F0e TR ¢7 O W}
T & I AR 1 ez Tl dvay AER wfes oo |

SR @ WD Sl RO 391 € A FRTSR (e | ISR TR
TG 3593 AEE do @fe 2GF&TS Proclamation of Independence =N
IS ¢ TRFS W @GR 0 (T dAR I IALNH CILeBT WS A AFIIS
T @R T AT SRR, BT PEURY R IETECR TS
TGS I SoTare rEeeia o g Figaet Mefiemt aam 31 2k ¢

&%) .....in order to ensure for the people of Bangladesh equality, human
dignity and social justice, declare and constitute’ Bangladesh to be a
sovereign People’s Republic.....
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(IETFTI GeTeId S SN, e T4 @ Ao bR Mfveeand, Aol
FARITISTAT AN 2ASH g FIe......)

73) .....do all other things that may be necessary to give to the people of
Bangladesh an orderly and just government.....

(T TINE G [FITSNGE S TP FFI AT FTHT RGN Wl
e P P AMAA....)

fes) We further resolve that we undertake to gbserve and TR effect to all
duties and obligations that develop upon us a§ a member of the family of
nations; and to abide by the charter of the United Nations.

(71 O i 979 FrelR @, SfeTeag 3 RN Siid 897 (AT 8
A ISR T M @ IFAFT IR IR OIS T FA 5N afeapfe
I fArefy)

R TRTOR QAN So IRE S5 T FERTIE oAFe A T
AFTTR TS ReE offmerses azd FEAH 1 @ SR 4R @
JECE AT TCD NI ot MR @R ¢ ;e IR
CRRIRERR s TdTo! AT SRz TR OF T GHaerFer @i g
fear 1 ot ST TR R et e e i @am iR 2y
T 1 O TS, d59 e SRTSA Yy RS R NF AENOTT TR
Ty el ¢ =@ arift AETr-ore Wl 3% Trefie @ 1 3 pfem eRream
cfffarerFer 2w R Tret e S zas

“Inspired by common ideals of peace, secularism, democracy, socialism
and nationalism.”’

(I, IRATFE, ey, FATEY A WEASATE AT A e
T

JET IR BRCSH T SRAMCHA < TS fie F1ek e (e ofFT | it
FETTCT O Y efformerFoR @A S @ T IET R R = |
SR, SRS T LIRAR R TS ISR oTwa ey 7o, 7 |
S585 T QY TS RS SRS I 2RI Ngaet 8

“We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into
a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic.”

(ST, SRTSH Tt AG0E S 47 FAR (7, TS 47 AN, TSl
yiffarers, el ereTace afele 7 |)
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TR G3R doby IER & AFE S50 AR > TFER YRRIRFe! FEm i =t
TR | IG5 A AFES ¢ I @A AT oiFS fa piea s
e A @oge @ TS e fien wffmeersee o s R o=
Tl awe e e At |

oom oA R AfeRendg asimm R @, S FRYE
fFRTrFoR wEEE SRS AR IR L SHAN (P0G S N
FER Wi | ifFRrerEeR W i TR R IfeRE IR TR @ i 3
fasr fomr o st wBEE y5a8 e ffFa aory SIS Tge WIRE St
fedn TR M T @ dqvnda (Torg wffvmeers qemmeR
R W | 2L 5599 A T T TG (Proclamation Order No.
1 of $599) AFNCR Ay (W@ T I F@ o ez
FEARR AR (Bismillah-Ar-Rahman-Ar-Rahim) €= W1, 7 7, WHEes
s (In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful) Fif*Ra &1 =1
WO Shbb A 5 G NI B F=MgN? W™ (The Constitution
Eighth Amendment Act, 1988, Act XXX of 1988) atg« =i 53 =

TRA-) ¢ AR STt AP T, SR T ¢ ¢ ety =TS A
- A’ |

59 TR O THH 8 S /S i Rl =& et Togeda b 7
OR IR ACR v TR TR e e @ [ mend Aow @orgR
WA TARE SEe A AT N GRS WS AT TET TR | WeHS
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There have been many Mahatmas in India whose sole object was to
remove Untouchabilities and to elevate and absorb the depressed classes;
but every one of them has failed in his mission, Mahatmas have come,
Mahatmas have gone. But the Untouchables have remained as
untouchables.’ Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

(SIS W SRR foe W RN T e T 77 A 4R
ST G4 JCACR | VI TR R O | RE, T/ TR (R N | ©.
7 a7 Seves)

‘India could not free itself of curse of communalism even more than fifty
years after independence. If anything it has been getting worse year after
year. These has been not a single year in post-independence period, which
has been free of communal violence though number of incidents may
vary.” Asghar Ali Engineer.

(TATSIT “/ea= I TAFFET 78 OFC FREFIRPOR oM (eE [F TS
AR | SFSNF ILIT 7 I&F GG WA TS AR | TATS! RIS T
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e v =12

TS AR T WHItAR A PR T 1aike o Wb 1R
e SRS | Wi R @3 @RS 26 IR TR Tie SeiRe véer
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