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"Prof Shahed Ali writes short stories and novels about the wretched and
the damned. the millions of poor people who inhabit his country. He has
been writing about them since 1940 and his commitment to their cause is
unswerving, despite the numerous awards and encomius he has won over the
decades. The 67-year-old professor has written short stories, a score of nov-
els, essays on religious and cultural issues and also translated English books.
His own novels have been translated into Urdu, English and Russian.

“The author was at the forefront of the Bengali language movement in
the then East Pakistan, way back in the early 1950s : We started a cultural
movement to save our language and literature”, he remarked.

AIZ (AF &FIFS Daily Gulf News 99 Daily Emirates News- @
=RV IR FTITF TG 2+ =W | Q=1el, YRIRE WU (A0S B Gulf
Weekly Magazine *II(2% ©1% 3t ﬁm@ Aba fARad ez =@ |
AfSTIWTT =T TW ¢ "Professor Shahed Ali, whose early writting coincided
with the Pakistan movement and who has been recognised as one of the most
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outstanding literary figues in the movement to preserve the Bengali lan-
guage, is not a man of long, complex or many words. By most Bengali stan-
dards, he is not even prolific.... That Professor Shahed Ali is effective is
borne out by the impact which his pieces have evoked amongst his readers.
His first short story, Tears (S*F), was written when he was still in school. It
was published in the monthly Shaugath in 1940 and immediately attracted
attention because it was a simple, yet powerful tale. There were also other
writings at this stage.

VO Whatever the motivation, young Shahed Ali's pen continued to
record the most significant impressions of his life. And gradually. he began
to find his own niche within the literary circles of the new Pakistan. When
the people of East Pakistan launched what has since come to be known as
the Language Movement, Shahed Ali was at the forefront as the editor of a
publication called 'Sainik', which soon became. recognised as the leading
exponent of this movement.

“But while speaking out to protect and enrich his mother tongue, the
Professor did not restrict himself to the language movement alone. His writ-
ings began to reflect a wider, a more universal canvas. There were short sto-
ries, novels, translations and sevral works on the singular problems and
experiences of Muslims in Bengal.

"My writings are about my experiences, about my environinment. There
is a great deal about rural life but my themes are also urban. Often, I respond
to my own feelings, about the anomalies in urban life. about the erosion of
social values, in moral standards, he explains, adding that the sum total of
his message is to illustrate and convey the sufterings, the pain and the
tragedies which people are forced to bear and struggle against.

"But I do'nt believe that a writer can or should try to create anything
outside the context of his own experience. To be authentic, you must be a
product of your environment', he states, arguing against the theory that true
poets and writers are bonded to humanity at large, not to a particular place
or time. ‘A writer', he states emphatically, ‘born in a particular country, at a
particular time and in a particular society.”
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