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THE SUPREME TEST

The Awami League Government is today in a peculiar posi-
tion. Although the party was elected overwhelmingly by the
people, the Government we have today is not an elected, repre-
sentative and constitutional Government, because of the fact
that there is no constitution yet and there is, therefore, no
democratic legal basis for its existence. It holds office by virtue
of coming out victorious in a revolutionary war and is therefore
a revolutionary, provisional government.

At one stage Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed, chief of the only
splinter group of NAP, had suggested that there should be
a national government composed of the various political ele-
ments which participated in the revolutionary war. Later on
however, he and others such as Maulana Bhashani agreed to
give their support to the Government especially for bringing
about normalisation in the country. The Awami League had
the right to claim that they were the chosen representative of
the people and therefore politically they had the right to form
the government and since a constitution cannot be had over-
night and conditions in the country were far from normal, it
was imperative to form a government, take steps to create
normal conditions and then to callthe Constituent Assembly
and make the basic law of the State. It has to be admitted
that conditions are not yet absolutely normal and esxtra legal
actions have to be taken to meet the day-to-day situation.
But one hopes no avoicable time will belost in giving a legal
and constitutional shape to the basic structure of our State.
The people voted for the Bangabandhu, and he has said that
Bargladesh will be a democracy with socialism and secularism
as its guiding lights. Both he and the Awami League have
been pledged to democracy for long. In fact, their fight aga-
inst the then regime of Pakistan was for the restoration of
democracy and fundamental human rights. Therefore, they
cannot ignore these two basic requirements of a modern state.
And these can be guaranteed only by a constitution and a
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government machinery which will contain within itself the
checks and balances of a2 democracy.

We believe it is possibleto reconciledemocracyin the true sense
with a socialistc pattern of our economy. The problem is to pre-
serve individual human rights within a framework of social obli-
gations and an economic system that shall eliminate exploitation.

There can be no state within a state. In other words, all
foci of real power must be within the constitutional frame-
work and subject to discipline of the law. The government
must assume the ultimate responsibility for law and order and
cannot for any reason whatsoever abdicate it for any pur-
pose to any particular group outside the governmental frame-
work. Whilst therefore the principle of individual freedom
requires that there have to be checks and balances, there has
also to be the supremacy of the law with guaranteed judicial
impartiality. The principle of socialism mcans that individual
rights and privileges are subject to the overriding interests of
society as a whole and it also involves the necessity to elimi-
nate exploitation of man by man, under whatever name it may
seck to exist. In making the constitution this aspect of the
problem with which we are faced today must be kept in mind.

The public services today are ina demoralised state. Many
factors are responsible for this, not the least of which was the
ten months of sadistic brutality and lawlessness encouraged
by the then regime itself. The Awami League in power can-
not do itself what it condemned in the previous regimes. The
permanent services should as far as possible, be left alone.
Mr. Monem Khan used to issue directives straight to the
village daroga. If we replace one Monem Khan by thousands
of them that will be no improvement.

Sheikh Mujib loves his people and the people love himin
return. It is for him now to take on the leadership of the
whole nation and put it on the road to orderly progress.
He probably does not know how strong he is. His strength
comes from the people and not from any particular group,
clique or vested interest. In a way he is now facing the sup-
reme test of his greatness.

The Bangladesh Observer
March 15, 1972
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IDLE THOUGHTS

We knocked repeatedly at the first-story door of a new house
in a Dacca suburb, set apart from the rest, lonely and cheer-
less, like a lost child ina wilderness. When at length the door
was opened, we peered into the semi-darkness of the room
within and were startled to see what at first glance appeared
to be an apparition, a spectre. On a closer view it was a
small woman dressed severely in black with only a bead neck-
lace around her gleaming throat, her penetrating eyes set off
by the pallor of her face. She still seemed to be a being from
another world, at least a votaress in a temple devoted to a
long-forgotten cult. On further acquaintance she appeared to
be exactly that. She was adedicate to her art, the art of scul-
pture.

In that cluttered room I saw many examples of her work.
An East Pakistani girl had braved the displeasure of her
society, had learnt at the feet of Epstein, had imbibed the
air of the studios of London, Paris and Rome, had fought
alone in those strange lands, in unfamiliar surroundings in
cold and discomfort, to justify her existence as a dreamer, as
an artist and as human being with a creative urge which her
country and society had nevertaken to kindly.

Even now she lives alone with and for her art. Disappoin-
tments and discouragements have been her lot even in her
own country, among her own people. A parvenu who per-
haps wanted a pseudo-Praxiteles got from her an almost gen-
uine Brancusi, and she was denied what was her due. The
artist is often misunderstood. A freize that she executed for
a public building was denounced as unrepresentative of our
art, and foreign to our cultural aspirations. And this was the
result of evaluations made by persons (including the present
writer) who Knew nothing of sculpture and did not pretend to
be connoisseurs of this art. Indeed we all are parvenus of cul-
ture, and it would perhaps have been well if we had been mc-
dest enough to recognise the possibility that our appreciation
of art has to follow an intensive exposure to works of real
merit,
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There was atime when our classical. music was anathema
to me. It was just arigmarole consisting of discordant noises.
Hearing such music with a conscious effort sustainedly for
long, I have come to enjoy the inner cadence, the rythmic so-
und behind the noise, the glimmering of meaning behind the
cacophony. Not that I am a trained musician able to distin-
guish between the ragas or analyse the difference in under-
standable language between a kheyal and a dhrupad. But I can
enjoy musically organised sound without words. In attaining
this aptitude, however, imperfectly, I have lost my capacity
to enjoy the common wordly music of the street. Similarly
the capacity to enjoy great literature can and ought to be
acquired by training and practice. There can be no royal road
to the appreciation of great literature, great painting and great
sculpture. I have not yet been able to understand and enjoy
classical European music. This I ascribe to my failure to get
the requisite training and the long exposure to it, that could
have made the training effective. I believe there is something
intrinsically great in that music.

But artists who think that they have made a real contri-
bution to their art should not complain if philistines like us,
fail to give them the praise and appreciation that they think
are their due. Our eyes are not their eyes ; our ears are not
their ears ; our hearts and minds are not their hearts and
minds, They think they are different and we agree with them
that they are a class apart, that they belong to a different spe-
cies altogether.

Idon’t know if she is a great sculptress and I will not presu-
me to pass judgement on her work. But I will certainly
admit the possibility that it is significant. I go further and say
that it is our duty to go and see the exhibits of her work and
ask ourselves the question : Have these any meaning for us?

The Pakistan Qbserver
July 15, 1960
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