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My professional curiosity was aroused. I made a bee-line for the resi-
dence of Sayed Najrul, the Acting President, All I could get was that
some members of the provisional Government were involved in a vast
conspiracy against it. This only wheted my curiosity. It could be a pre-
cious lead to a big story. From Mujibnagar Secretariat to the Ministry

of External Affairs, from the Joi Bangla Office to Free Bangladesh
Radio Station I unsuccessfully searched for infromation.

At last I decided to approach Tajuddin, the Acting Prime Minister. He
was a busy man, but he granted me an interview during lunch. It was
-a small office with a room for him at the back.

‘Do you have your meals here?’ I asked him.
‘Oh. I am just keeping a vow,” he said
‘What sort of a vow is that?’ I enquired.

‘Well. we four ministers and Sayed Saheb swore at the first cabinet
meeting that we shall live apart from our families till Bangladesh was
free. I don’t know about the others. But so far as I am concerned I
can’t break my vow. So it is in this very place that I work, have my
food and sleep. In a way it is better, since I have more time to work,
he said, and beamed at me. Shortly, food arrived from the mess. We
talked fro a long time over the meal-about the freedom struggle,
Mujib’s trial, the latest situation at Dhaka and about many other
things. ‘Why have you refused to meet the renowned journalist who
has come from Dhaka?’ I asked suddenly.

‘What sort of journalist are you?’ he fired back. * He has come on a
Pakistani passport. Don’t you see how easily he has found accommo-
dation at our Foreign Office?’

The reference to the Foreign Office gave me the opening and I cate-
gorically wanted to know about the conspiracy. He. brooded for a
while and then said, “Wait, let me wash may hands. I will show you
the file.” He took out a red file marked ‘ Top Secret’ from the safe and
glanced through it. ‘ You can take notes from this file, but for the time
being keep it all to yourself.’ he told me.

I went through the file carefully. As I went deeper, the mystery of a
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plot gradually unravelled before me. There was a copy of the propos-
al in which Mr Mahboob Alam Chashi had offered negotiation and
ceasefire with Pakistan. Then there was a signed note from Tajuddin,
the acting Prime Minister, which read. ‘It is necessary that the (Awami
League) should take a political step against the leaders who are
involved in this conspiracy. However, since Mabhoob Alam Chashi is
a government official I hereby strip him of his post because of his
involvement in this vile conspiracy,
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