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I@REW ¢ You go anywhere to the country-side. I have visited
villages, there are millions and millions of our villagers who
hardly get one meal a day. Is this civilization ? Is this the aim of
Pakistan ? Do you visualise that millions have been exploited
and cannot get one meal a day ! If that is the idea of Pakistan I
would not have it......

f$fa wirae IR 2 1 am sure; democracy is in our blood. It is
in our marrows... ¥,

The constitution of Pakistan can only be framed by the millat
and the people. Prépare yourselves and see that you frame a
constitution which is your heart’s desire. The constitution and
the Government ‘will be what the people will decide.
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¥ ¢ 1 should like to give a warning to the landlords and
capitalists who have flourished at our expense by a system which
is so vicious, which is so wicked and which makes them so selfish
that it is difficult to reason with them. The exploitation of the
masses have gone deep into their blood. They have forgotten the
lessons of Islam. Greed and selfishness have made these péople
subordinate to the interest of other’s in order to fatten
themselves. If they are wise they will have to adjust themselves
with the new modern conditions of life. If they don’t, God help
them ; we shall not help them.
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AN AP ¢ “Areas in which Muslims are numerically in a
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Copicgia ff IR ¢ “And let us pause for a moment to
consider, what Bangal can be if it remains united. It will be a
great country, indeed the richest and the most prosperous in
India capable of giving to its people a high standard of living,
where a great people will be able to rise to the fullest hight of
their stature, a land that will truly be plentiful. It wil be rich in
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agriculture, rich in industry and commerce and in course of time
it will be one of the most powerful and progressive states of the
world. If Bangal remains united this will be no dream, no
fantasy. Any one who can see what her resources are and the
present state of its development will agree that this must come to
pass if we ourselves do not comit suicide.”

b wditen wft o wfewsm I S F@ RBF wiw oW

“I shall never forget how long it took for the government of
India to realise the famine conditions in Bengal in the year 1943,
.how in Bengal’s dire need it was denied food grains by the
neighbouring province of Bihar, how since then every single
province of India had closed its doors and deprived Bengal of its
normal necessities, how in the councils of India Bengal is
relegated to an undiginified corner while other provinces wield
undue influence.” '

AW Reml @ ¥R PR by W GTaeTNt G
* TS IEREW, WA TR AOW OItF remarkdble speech SfR®
0 AR (TR AR F6T T AT RSN ey SRS
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“If argument was ever required to show how fictitious,
hollow, mischievous is the demand for the division of Bengal by
a group of caste Hindus, Mr. H.S.Sohrawardy’s remarkable
speech at a press conferance in New Delhi is definitely the last
word on the subject. His statement represents the genuine
feelings of a realist, a fearless and frank patriot. Node but
dishonest persons without a conscince or vision would differ on
the points raised in the statement.”

=" AR Ry e oot «itm sifict Ffvw = Thm
A AR TP BR SR g 9@ Y s Ryfre o
= e o Rem! «fewam Ruften snrg s It 2o
oW ¢ )

“Bengal today is standing at the crossroad—one leading to
freedom and glory and the other to eternal bondage .and
abounding disgrace.....cent percent alien capital both Indimi
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and Anglo-American exploiting Bengal is invested in West
Bengal...And as such the growing socialist tendencies amongst
us have created fear’s of expropriation in the minds of our alien

- exploiters. They have the prudence to visualise difficulites in a
free and united Bengal. It is in the interest of alien capital that
the Bengal should be divided, crippled and incapacitated so that
neither part there of may have strength enough to resist it in
future.”
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“Time has come when truth must be told. Surrendering to
vulgar thinking for cheap popularity and opportunist l¢adership
is intellectual prostitution. Only around 1905 Bengal was the
thought leader of India and sucessfully challenged the might of
the then British Govt. It is a pity that Bengal today is
intellectually bankrupt and is begging and borrowing thought -
and guidance from alien heroes.

...The present revolutionary thinking of India owes its birth to
Bengal. True revolution does not lie in internecine killing but in
crehting revolution in thinking and feeling....Sentiments and
emotions have no place in serious thinking. Temporary insanity
should not be allowed to influence future decisions.”
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“What is the use of hard words and vituperations ? What is
the use of vilifying me, attacking my bonafides expatiating on
my sins of omisions and comimissions and holding me
responsible for all the ills in Bengal ? What have the alleged
shortcomings of the present Govt. or ministry, what have even
my own position and individuality to do with what the people of
Bengal can achieve if they remain united and co-operative with _
each other ? It is not I who is offering them anything; it is for the
people of Bengal to make and transmute their destiny by
remaining together.”
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“The agony is over. Independent sovereign Bengal has been
stabbed in the back and Bengal will soon be partitioned. Muslim
Bengal has little to grieve for. We would have preferred to have
‘had a-homogeneous unity, where left to our resources we could
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havé fashioned one of the most progressive amd prosperous
nation of the world, but we  were not destined to march
together.”

“Muslim Bengal will now have to stand on its ewn legs and in
this process to attain the fullest heights of its stature. As a part of
Pakistan its food supply will be ample. As a grower of jute it can
have the world at its feet and its industrial future is secure.”

“In the Pakistan legislature Muslim Bengal will have a
‘powerful voice and will be able to contribute to the growth of
the constitution, to the framing of policy and to the prosperity of
Pakistan.... we are no more .hangérs on of the majority
population of Hindustan and I am sure our political importance
and economic resources will make us more wellcome in the
council of nations than a people imbued with the doctrine of
isolation whose internationalism is a pose and whose assumption
of Asian hegemony a flop.”

“Though India stands divided, Hindus and Muslims have still
to live with each other intermingled as before; only the
responsibility of looking after the welfare of the people has
shifted to new shoulders....The road has parted. Let us go each
our different ways with feelings of friendship towards each other
and let us for the future drop all talk of retaliation and all threats
of bringing others down to their knees and forcing them to sue
for mercy.” '
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In Memory of Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy

To-day we mourn the death of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy,
one of the architects of Pakistan. He lived and died for
“upholding values in politics. He all along adhered to the
principles of democracy and fought for these ideals till his end
came, away from his home, away from his people, four years
ago, this day, the 5th December, when he breathed his last
under tragic circumstances in Beirut.

We adore him for his democratic beliefs and struggles, we
salute him for the sufferings he underwent for the cause of
democracy and for the welfare of the people. But unfortunately
“our adoration of the great leader seems to have turned into a
mere ceremony, without the understanding which the occasion
calls for. We swear allegiance to him but hardly follow his
example, the line he chalked out for the attainment of the
objectives. We all profess to dedicate ourselves to the cause of
democracy but how many of us would put service above self;
how many among us are genuinely concerned about the real
welfare of the people? Our house is divided; we hardly tolerate
each other; some of us think, may be honestly, that one can
deliver the goods all by oneself. Those who disagree are branded
self-seekers and reactionaries. Of course, we still have many
who are making tremendous sacrifices. Our younger generation
is holding the banner high against heavy odds. We admire them.
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A large number of political leaders and workers, including man
students, have been rotting in jails, If our heart bleeds today, it
is simply natural.

Those who think that the situation we are in today will lead to
the solution of political problems or any problem for that matter
or silence the voice of the people, are mistaken. These days we
find that many present themselves as friends of the Bengalee
Muslims. We always welcome a sincere gesture of friendship.
But that would not wipe out from our memory the names of our
great heroes—Sher-e-Bangla Fazlul Haq and Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy. They stood by the Bengalee Muslims like a rock,
when there was none to look after them, none to extend them a
helping hand, none to give them a sense of direction, faith in
themselves and determination to forge ahead.

These great men organized the Bengalee Muslims;
courageously and relentlessly worked for their uplift in all watks
of life, and finally put them on the road where we find them
today. Khawaja Nazimuddin was another of our leaders who, in
his own way, gave basic service to the people. The way the Debt
Settlement Board, Money Lender’s Act and Bengal Tenancy
Act were amended to give succour and relief to the teeming
peasantry of Bengal, who remained in debt right up to their
neck, will keep the names of their leaders fresh in our memory
and in the memory of our children’s children till eternity. It was
under the leadership of Fazlul Haq and Shaheed Suhrawardy
that the Bengalee Muslims could get an upper hand in the
socio-economic and power-structures of undivided Bengal.

I have no intention on this occasion to raise issues against our
politicians. On the contrary, all my sympathies are with those
who have suffered and are still suffering for the cause of
democracy, and for ensuring justice to the people. But what one
has to look into is whether some of us are putting the cart before
the horse, thereby thwarting the natural process of growth and
success. We should bear in mind that politics is an art of
achieving the possible.

I am aware of the frustration and bitterness among our
younger generation. The youth do not share our generation’s
way of thinking and approach to problems. They consider us
outdated. I know why they are impatient. We are declining into
old age. They have yet to start their days. They see darkness all
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around. We have done precious little to give them light. They
‘have seen political discriminational and economic exploitational
ever since they opened their eyes. The old guards are either
gone, or those who are left beloing to different schools of
thought. They are too undecided to adjust themselves and
march with the time. Their leadership does not appear to attract
the younger generation, although they are the only remnants of
our freedom fighters and indeed these dozen or so people are
the last link between the two wings.

Some people often say that there is a secessionist movement
in East Pakistan and warn us about its consequences for East
Pakistan. We are told that if East Pakistan secedes it will be
swallowed by India, that we shall lose our freedom. They point
out that West Pakistanis, who are fighters, can survive and
maintain their independence and sovereignty.

I do not believe in such things, nor do 1 know if any
responsible person in East Pakistan thinks in terms of secession.
Why should we secede? It was Bengal that played the most
prominent and decisive role in the Pakistan Movement. East
Pakistan contains the majority of the population of Pakistan.
The charge of harbouring secessionist intentions is thrust on us
only to hang us. The vested interests which have been
controlling our political and economic destiny ever since the
establishment of Pakistan, have always been fabricating various
pretexts to create suspicional and disunity among the people of
the two wings so as to carry on their exploitation more
intensively and extensively.

The first pretext was that East Pakistan had no absorbing
capacity and that is why there was less development in East
Pakistan. True, at the initial stage East Pakistan did not have
many functionaries and technicians. That gap was filled, from
the very beginning, by men from West Pakistan, and optees
from India. With all devotion and sincerity, which the situation
demanded, the development of this wing should have begun at
the same rate and speed as that of West Pakistan. There was
really nothing to stand in the way. Still strange and untenable is
the fact that when East Pakistan itself filled the gap the disparity
even now should keep on widening. True, more money is being.
pumped in now-a-days for development, but unless the
development pattern is changed it could hardly bring relief an
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prosperity to the people, what to speak of removing the
disparity between the two wings.

As for the defence of the country, we were told that the
Bengalees were not a martial race, and as such, they were not fit
to get their due representation in the country’s armed forces. It
is not known whether this canard was borrowed from the British
who, for obvious reasons, could not use the Bengalees for the
then Indian Army to uphold the British rule in India. It is
unfortunate that even after the creation of Pakistan this alien
outlook did not change.

The 1965 September war, however, came, in a way, as a
blessing for us. The Bengalee officers and jawans in the Pakistan
Army proved their mettle, and the entire nation, including the
generals, most of them from West Pakistan, had nothing but
unreserved praise for the valour, courage and fighting qualities
of the Bengalee troops at the Lahore, Badian and other sectors.
When all the excuses have been exploded, the vested interests
are continuously poisaloning the ears of our West Pakistani
brethren and those in power by insisting, come what may, that in
fact East Pakistan wants to secede. Apparently their intention is
to create bad blood among the people of the two wings.

These shortsighted elements do not realise the consequences
that may follow from such propaganda. I have heard from some
West Pakistani friends that these vested interests at times go so
far as to say that East Pakistan is nothing but a cancer in the
body politic of Pakistan, and it would be good to get rid of that
cancer. These elements, unmindful of the very integrity of the
country, nourish the fond hope that if East Pakistan secedes, or
is thrown out, whatever is the case, they can merrily hold their
own with the particular socio-economic pattern of West
Pakistan.

I want to caution all concerned against the grave danger
inherent in this type of propaganda. The idea of secession
should not be put into the head of our younger generation. I
reiterate that East Pakistanis do not want to secede; they only
want the injustices and opression to stop, and their-due rights
restored to them. They want to live together as brothers and as
equal partners in the affairs and management of the country.
The people of East Pakistan are thus opposed to any:
dispensation which will make one wing a master of the other.
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This is precisely the reason why they accepted parity though
they were and are in a majority. They believe that political
problems must be faced and tackled at the political level, and
not by coercion and suppression.

I have stated these facts repeatedly even at the risk of being
misunderstood. I did so just on the eve of my arrest, seizure of
Ittefaq and sealing of all my press in June 1966. In a free
democratic society, which we visualize, and are struggling to
achieve, it is only natural to have divergent views and different
programmes. It is advisable advisiable to thrash them out at the
bar of public opinion. We believe that the strength of Pakistan,
in fact its very existence, depends on the goodwill and mutual
respect among the leaders and people of the two wings.

This is what our great leader Shaheed Suhrawardy taught us,
and himself practised scrupulously all all his life. In this
connection it will not be out of place to mention an event. After
his release from jail in 1962, Mr. Suhrawardy was touring and
holding public meetings at different places in West Pakistan. He
was accompanied by a number of opposition leaders from East
Pakistan. At Gujranwala railway station an attempt was made
on his life when a shot was fired at him. (September 27, 1962).
God saved him, and he was not the least ruffled, but his
followers from East Pakistan were greatly perturbed and
agitated over that ghastly attempt and urged him not to
undertake any further tour of West Pakistan. But at his first
public meeting at the Paltan Maidan he exhorted the people not
to get excited over the mad venture of a mad individual. He
emphasized that the people of West Pakistan could not and
should not be held responsible. for that. At the same time he
narrated before the audience how thousands of people turned
up at different places in West Pakistan to greet and hear him and
those who had come from East Pakistan. He told the audience
that the masses in West Pakistan were as poor, if not worse, as
East Pakistan’s teeming millions and that certain areas in West
Pakistan were no less under-developed than what we see in East
Pakistan. .

My own experience about it deserves a reference; just after
the cease-fire in the September war, I visited several places in
West Pakistan. [ was deeply moved to see the vast slum areas in
Peshawar, Kohat and around other centres, and the deplorable
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living conditions of the general mass of people just within and

outside the highly developed areas. Our struggle is against the

vested interests, not against West Pakistan, certainly not against -
our West Pakistani brethalren. Our goal is a truly democratic

and welfare state, drawing strength from absolute equality and
understanding between the two wings.

Those who imagine, that if East Pakistan secedes West
Pakistan can still survive, are no good students of history, nor
are they fully aware of the unchallengeable realities of merciless
time and environment. Even a cursory glance would show the
fallacy of such fantastic thinking. East Pakistan consists of a
homogenous people, speaking one language and wedded to the
same culture. But West Pakistan presents a different picture. It
has divergent communities of people, such as Punjabi, Pathan,
Baluch and Sindhi, not to speak of the tribes. They speak their
separate languages, and take pride in their separate cultures, so
markedly different from each other. Incidentally, Urdu is the
mother tongue of only three percent of its population. God
forbid, if Pakistan is dismembered, what will hold together West
Pakistan with its so many distinct linguistic and cultural groups,
not always seeing eye to eye, with each other?

We have to stay together for our mutual survival, strength and
prosperity. But this is no one-way affair. And they should realise
that the West is no less vulnerable than the East, rather more.

I maintain that all concerned should pause and ponder. No
doubt we are facing a crisis in the matter of national integration.
We are facing a crisis of conscience. We are losing faith in each
other. And this is the greatest danger to the cause of integration,
geographically, linguistically and otherwise. Pakistan appears a
strange phenomenon. But it was by free choice that we
succeeded in carving out this country, and we mean to make it
stay and mean it to grow from strength to strength. It was in this
spirit that we could solve the language problemal by adopting
Bengali and Urdu as two state languages. We have inherited
different cultures. But our unity lies in diversity. Let us not
forget that culture grows from within, and is never made to
order.

Our standing shame is that in twenty years we have not been
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able to solve our political problems, particularly that of national
integration. Where the fault lies, and who is responsible for this?
Our demand for regional autonomy is a geographical, economic
and defence necessity. We believe that Pakistan can be stable
and strong only when its two wings enjoy equal rights and
development. This would remove fear and hatred, and give way
to love and respect for each other. By concentrating all the
power at one place we would ultimately be nowhere. It is my
honest feeling that too much concentration of power in one
place is at the root of bitter regionalism as we see it today. I
entreat all concerned to relax and let us blend all our energies to
restore mutual trust and confidence. Once we succeed in
removing the distrust and misunderstanding, we will find things
smooth. After all, people do not want to make Pakistan weak.

I am an optimist and believe in the destiny of the people. We
have a debt towards history, which is, however, never kept
without suffering. The sufferings of our people cannot go in
vain. Oppression and suppression are not the final words. We
have to pay more price because what we paid for Pakistan was
inadequate. True, thousands and thousands of people laid down
their lives, gave all they had and many more were rendered
homeless in the wake of partition. Equally true is the fact that
most of the top leaders had no sacrifice to their credit. On the
contrary, they prove utterly selfish, and for their own
aggrandisement made capital of the sufferings of the common
people. It seems, we have to pay for their sins.

The Pakistan Observer, December 5, 1967.
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Developing Politics In
Pakistan

Today is the death anniversary of Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy. Five years ago this day he breathed his last, in a
foreign land away from his kith and kin, away from the vast mass
of his followers and his countrymen for whose freedom and
welfare he lived and struggled all his life. His end came amidst
circumstances too tragic for words.

Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy died as a brokenhearted man, a
dejected leader and statesman, who combined in himself the
rare gift of idealism and realism. His dejection arose not because
he was jailed without trial in his advanced age, not because of
the unbecoming treatment he so often received from men in
power, but because of what I may call ‘developing politics,’ and
the drama that was being staged from time to time, almost in
every section of the nation’s life. As one being so close to him I
knew what was worrying him most, and what largely contributed
to his indifference to his health with the passing of time, was the
shattering of his ideals, and those fundamentals on which he was
never prepared to compromise. He was keenly distresced by
whatever was happening around him. In his utter bewilderment,
he once told me : “What can anyone expect when attempts are
made to torpedo the very foundation of a structure?” While
others were either busy feathering their own nests. or whiling
away their time and thought in complacency, Mr. Suhrawardy
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‘was horrified to see the writing on the walt. His fears are well in
focus now.

To-day, we are observing Mr. Suhrawrdy’s fifth death
anniversary in an extremely disquieting background.

The regime says that every thing is all right in the country. But
what about the current wave of unrest throughout West
Pakistan, more particularly in Rawalpindi, the citadel of all
stréngth and power of the present regime? What about ‘the
storming’ of that region by Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, now in
detention under the D.P.R? I do not want to touch upon the
student issue at the moment. But about the demonstrations.
held, or being held, by eminent lawyers, from one end of the
country to the other? What about the recent public statements
of no less a person than the former chief of the Pakistan Air
Force, Air Marshal Asghar-Khan? Mr. Bhutto, presented by the
regime all the time as a dynamic Foreign Minister, relentlessly
campaigning against India and ready to fight India for a
thousand years, is now branded by that very ruling circle as an
Indian lackey! ) '

The plain truth is that the whole country is restive today and
men of vision genuinely feel as if we are all sitting over the crater
of a simmering volcano. Unless those who matter,
dispassionately go into the ‘why’ of it, and in the light of this
heart-searching and revealing inquiry, determined steps are
taken to remove the ‘causes’, the future is uncertain. Facts that
are not frankly faced have a habit of stabbing us in the back, and
no where in the world a mere word-painting had prevented the
revenge of history.

However, | am making an attempt briefly to go into some of
the ‘whys’ of the country’s present convulsion. To start with,
Pakistan came into being as a unique country; some called it a
geographical freak. One has yet to find a parallel, where a
country found itself divided into two distinct parts; one
separated from the other by fifteen hundred miles of foreign
territory. And then the capital was located in the western wing
and with that, the immediate concentration of real power and
wealth. And this kept on expanding steadily. The bonds of Islam
have their own attraction. But they can hardly be the last word
where the factors influencing the other human considerations
and interests are too many. and too formidable.
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It is no good dilating on the cultural and other differences
among the people of the two wings. My point is that what made
the people of East Pakistan accept the vast gap between East
-and West Pakistan was their hope that they would get an equal
and effective share of power and wealth, and that in course of
.time, all kinds of disparity would go. But unfortunately that
hope never came true.

We sincerely believe that East Pakistan’s hope could be
materialized only in a system of parliamentary democracy
drawing its strength from the will of the people, justice and
fair-play. And this is precisely that it was never allowed to grow
to take its firm roots. Democracy, as Mr. Suhrawardy
repeatedly pointed out, did not fail in Pakistan. But the fact is
that democracy was scarcely given a fair trial. The Muslim
League which had launched the Pakistan Movement died no
sooner than the movement turned into a hard reality. The
Pakistani edition of the Muslim League lost touch with the
masses. Power passed into the hands of the British trained
bureaucracy, when East Pakistanis had no representation and
had also no say worth the name. Only those politicians were
‘acceptable’ to the iron ring of the civil service who could listen
to the ‘advice’ of the burgaucrats, and thus play the role of their
frontmen. The moment any politician, holding a ministerial
office or such other state assignments, tried to show
independence of judgement or tried to assert himself, was
thrown out, and in many cases tied with a ready-made catalogue
of his ‘misdeeds.’ In East Pakistan, we had a chief secretary who
publicly confessed with an air of superiority, that he was
maintaining secret files about the Ministers. Some of the
bureaucrats thought as if they were the successors of the Moghul
Emperors!

Whatever prestige and pull the politicians had in the affairs of
the state vanished with the assassination of Mr. Liaquat Ali
Khan who himself was not very tolerant of political opposition in
the country. After him, Pakistan virtually became a dominion of
the bureaucrats, and the Big Money consolidation its grip. The
1956 constitution, framed and launched with so much of
difficulty, could keep a check on the bureaucracy had the
constitution stayed and worked the way it was intended. When
Mr. Suhrawardy formed his Government the general mass of
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people, particularly in East Pakistan, felt that it was the
beginning of better days for them, and the country as a whole,
since Mr. Suhrawardy firmly believed in social, economic and
political justice, and as Prime Minister, he was directing his
efforts towards reviving the glorious traditions of democracy,
where the people ruled through their accredited representatives.
But the bureaucrats were so strong and hostile that Mr.
Suhrawardy had to quit. The only hope then left was that after
the general election scheduled for 1958-59, the situation would
improve and East Pakistan would find its rightful place in
national affairs.

But that hope was also crushed when Martial Law was
imposed while the preparation for the general election had
entered the final stage and tentative election date was fixed.
Martial Law first came in the name of Mr. Iskander Mirza and
ironically he himself was one of its major casualties. Twenty
days after declaration of Martial Law, he was bundled out and
succeeded by General Ayub Khan. Anyway, Martial Law
buried not only whatever democracy was left in the country but
also brought to the fact that real and effective power lay with the
Army or the Armed forces. Since the Army could not be kept
for long in the political field for obvious reasons, the
bureaucracy was brought back into the picture but with a
difference. This time, they were required to play second fiddle.
But are the bureaucrats really playing second fiddle, and
occupying the proverbial musical chair, or are they engaged in
the same clique that brought about the downfall of successive
political gqvernments?

In the beginning, the protagonists of Martial Law expressed
their abhorrence of the slightest mention of ‘politics’ and
political parties. But they did not have to wait very long to
realise the need for some sort of a party to save their ends.
Martial Law was thus ‘repealed’ and was replaced by the
constitution promulgated by Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub
Khan in March, 1962. The Basic Democracy system was
promulgated and a bill was passed permitting the revival of
political parties. The ruling group formed what is called
Convention Muslim League at Clifton, Karachi. The. Muslim
League, which ultimately passed into the direct and absolute
command of President Ayub, was left with no other job but to
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orgamze all-out mobilization from the side of the Givil servants.
From this wing recruits consisted generally of those rejected
people who were defeated in the 1954 elections.

But what vitally concerns the people, who have been deprived
of all their fundamental democratic rights—a fact which has
been agitating their minds since long—is the ‘philosophy’.
governing the present constitution, the B.D. system, the
electoral colleges, the ‘emergency powers’, and the
administrative machinery. It is wellknown that we are opposed
0 the novel B.D. system as it does not reflect the will of the
people.

But the rulers call it electoral college. 1 do not know what
would have been the public reaction to the B.D. system if it had
been~ a purely eléctoral college in expanded form free of
administrative control or like the American electoral college
system. But the B.D. system ‘we have is nothing but the
extension of the lower strata of government department bound
hand and foot under the wheels of bureaucratic machinery and it
is bureaucracy which practically controls these ‘voters’ and runs
the elections.

A constitution grows from within, with public’ confidence,
trust, respect and support. Anything imposed, especially when
the act of imposition lacks sincerity of purpose, carries the seed
of its own destruction.

President Ayub’s constitution, and all its products and
byproducts, such as the National and Provincial Asemblies—not
to speak of the B.Ds who have to spring from the ‘grass roots’
have failed to provide any genuine political and emotional link
between the government and the people. In his constitution, the
President has extended ‘official recognition’ to the opposition.
But it is for foreign consumption. Has it any meaning for the
growth of healthy politics in our country?

Another crucial point is that the present constitution has no
dependable and trustworthy provision for a smooth ‘succession’
not éven for filling  occasional vacancies. None acted as-
‘Presidemt’ when President Ayub was seriously ill for so many
weeks. Why and what does it show? In one of his recent
speeches, Air Marshal Asghar Khan strongly criticised the
violation of the relevant provisions in this respect by the
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government and regretted that President Ayub’s constitution
should have languished in his life time. Till the time of writing
this article, none of the Government spokesmen had come out
to ‘contradict’ the Air Marshal as they did very promptly in the
case of Mr. Nurul Amin, When he pointed to the same failure a
few months ago. Perhaps, they made a distinction between what
is said by a politician and what is said by a soldier.

Coming to the ‘forms’ of Government, the Presidential one,
even without the crude B.D. tapestry,is not acceptable to the
people. The people do not just like the Presidential System, for,
under - this system, all the powers, political and economic, will
continue to remain in and operate from West Pakistan. Those
who are pleading for the Presidential System, willingly or
otherwise, do not pay any regard to the will of the people. East
Pakistan stands, and firmly for the Parliamentary System based
on adult franchise, where not only power is fairly and effectively
distributed between the two wings and different regions, but
also where high and key offices under the state go to different
areas by rotation, so as to give a really nationwide sense of
participation. :

It is gratifying that Air Marshal Asghar Khan, and some top
West Pakistani leaders like Mr. Mumtaz Daultana appear
sincerely to realise the colossal injustices done to East Pakistan
in every field of national significance under the bureaucratic rule
and the President’s Presidential system. Statements publicly
made by our friends in West Pakistan, on the subject, especially
the brief but forthright review of the situation since 1951, by Air
Marshal Asghar Khan, come as a silver lining in the thick and
dark clouds around us. 1 have always held that the leaders of
public opinion in West Pakistan must rise in protest against the
injustice done towards East Pakistan. And this will serve the
cause of national integration more than exchange of
non-descript persons between the two wings at huge public
costs.

East Pakistanis are not parochial, not self-centred, and never
unac¢commodating. If the case would have been otherwise, we
would not have readily accepted the principles of parity. No
East Pakistani worth his salt wants to secede.

Our stand is simple. We believe in give and take, and our
watchword— is oneness with equity. We mean to contribute to
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the building of a society and a brotherhood where every
Pakistani, either from the East or from the West, is genuinely
"inspired that he is as much a part of that society and that
brotherhood as the other is. Both the wings should be given to
feel that they have equal share in power and the administration
of the country. This is our stand.

I have given utmost thought to the problems the country is
facing. It is still my hope that good sense will prevail over the
power that be and President Ayub will release all political
prisoners, restore democracy and freedom to the people and
thereby create a sense of participation and pride in our people.
A frustrated, moribund, divided nation as we are today, can’t
survive long, far less march ahead.

Pakistan Obscrver. December, S, 1968,
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