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The main problem before the Muslim intellectuals was how to become a part of the modem
world while remaining Muslims? They fully accepted the need of a change in the outlook of

the Bengali Muslims. ®°
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These fundamental questions are by no means new to the world, nor even to the muslim world.
But this was the first time such questions were openly and, perhaps unbiasedly sought to be
thrashed out in the Bengali language in the teeth of opposition from the orthodox.”®
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...the *Emancipation of the intellect movement’ of the Muslim Sahitya Samaj can be termed as
a collective endeavour for an extentlon of the nineteenth century renaissance among the

Bengali Muslim in the 20th century.”
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During its brief life Sikha became the centre of a unique intellectual movement which both in

the scope and vigour of its inquiry and in the intensity of opposition which it generated among
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