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controversy that started on the proposal for founding a university
at Dacca, throws interesting light on the attitudes of the Hindus
and Muslims. About two hundred prominent Hindus of East
Bengal, headed by Babu Ananda Chandra Roy, the leading
pleader of Dacca, submitted a memorial to the Viceroy vehemently
against the establishment of a university at Dacca. For a long time
afterwards, they tauntingly termed this universily as 'Mecca
University'. This attitude of opposition was expressed in an
unmistakeable language by the Hindus of Dacca, who made a

representation on behalf of the people of Dacca."®
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®Pakistan Historical Society, A History of the Freedom
Movement, Vol. IV: "“Dacca University - Its Role in Freedom Movement."
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University Commission U9 % IR & "The creation of the
University of Dacca was largely the result of the desire of the
Muslims of East Bengal to stimulate the educational progress of
their community and due to their demand for greater facilities of
higher education*® Gifi T T/ @ @ FesRerem afefde
N TS, O o AT TP PENAGE RIS 5 1o 9
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“If there had been no Dacca University, the Muslims of
Bengal would have remained deprived of their share in the
administration of the province and in all other departments of life in
which English education was required for filling the posts,” S
I vt fefamer oféfhe @1 xS, oA AR PEEE
AT A SIAF SLIaiRd (W73 IS IS R e T©
G I RO (@13 @IAIR R R G 2EE o
AT =@ "Within twenty five years of the foundation of the
University (1921-46), "8& a7g 91 Sr@Re @R @, "hundreds
of qualified persons had filled posts in various departments of the
Provincial Government. Dacca University produced journalists,
judges, advocates and a number of public spirited men to fight the
cause of their community. The subsequent history of the University
shows that Dacca has been capable of training leaders for almost

every walk of life," Sfe ffawem ¥ <= Iwme Wy

\\’Report of the Calcutta University Commission, 1917-19,
Part- I, Vol. IV, 25 |
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PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE ORDER,

DATED APRIL 10, 1971 : TEXT OF PROCLAMATION:
Press report on April 18, 1971

Mujeeb Nagar (Bangla Decsh)

The proclamation of independence order, which was issued on April 10 shall be
deemed to have come into elfect from March 26, 1971, The text is as lollows :—

“The proclamation of independence order, dated 10th day of April 1971,

“Whercas free  clections were held in Bangla Desh from 7th December, 1970 to
17th  January 1971, to cleck representatives for the purpose of framing a Constitution,
and “whereas at these clections the people of Bangla Desh clected 167 out of 169 rep-
resentatives belonging to the Awami League, and whereas Gen.  Yahya Khan summoned
the elected representatives of the people to mect on the Ird March, 1971, for the purpose
ol framing a constitution, and “whereas the Asscmbly so summoned was arbitrarily and
illegally postponed for indefinite period, and *“whereas instead of fulfilling their promisc
and while still counferring with the representatives of people of Bangla Desh, Pakistan
authorities declared an unjust and treacherous war, and

Genocide

“Whereas in the Tacts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader of 75 millions of people of Bangla Desh,
in due fulfilment of the legitimate right of self-determination of the people of Bangla Desh,

duly made declaration of independence at Dacea on March 26, 1971, and integrity of
Uangla Desh, and whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani
authoritics committed and are still commitling numcrous acts of genocide and unprece-
dented tortures, amongst others on the civilian and unarmed people of Bangla Desh, and
whereas the Pakistan Government by levying an unjust war and commitling genocide
and by other repressive mcasures made it impossible Tor the clected representatives of the
people ef Bangla Desh to meet and frame a Constitution, and give to themselves a govern-
ment and “whereas the people of Bangla Desh by their heroism, bravery and revolutionary
fervour have ex ablished effective control over the territorics of Bangla Desh, *“we the elected
representatives of the people of Bangla Desh. as honour bound by the mandale given to
Jus by the peopic of Bangla Desh whose will (s supremic July cnnsnlulcrmlsclvc: mto
a (“onslllucnt Assembly, and having held mutual consultations, and in order to cnsure
for Tthcuplv ol Banpia Desh equality, himan dignity and social justice, **
constitute Bangla Desh to be sovercipn peeple’™s Republic and thereDy conlivm the “dec-
laration of tndcpendence already made by Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahmin, and

deciare and
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President

“P)o hereby conlivm and resolve that Gl such time as a constitution is ramed, Bangla
Bandhu Sheikhh Mujibur Rahman shall be the President of the Republic and that Syed
Nazrul Islam shall be the Vice-President of the Republic and that the President, shall be
the Supreime commander of all the armed forees of the Republic, shall exercise all
the oxccutivee  and  legislative  powers  of the Republic including the hmvcr 1o
grant pardon, shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such other Minis-
ters as he considers necessary, shall have the power to levy taxes and  expend  monies
shall have the power 1o summon and adjourn the constituent Assembly, and do all oiher
things that miay be necessary lo give to the people of Bangla Desh an orderly and just
government.

We the clected  representalives of the people of Bangla Desh do lurther resolve
that in the event of there being no President or the )resilent being unable to enter upon
his office or heing unable to exercise his powers and dutics duc Lo any reason  whal-
socver, the Viece-President shall have and exercise all the powers, duties and responsi-
bitities hercin  confecred on the President, we further resolve that we uadertake to
observe and give cftect to all dutics and obligations devolved upon us as a member of the
family of nations and by the Charter of the United Nations, we Turther resolve thit this
proclamation of independence shall be deemed Lo have come into cffect since 26th day
of March, 1971,

“We [further resolve that to give cffect to this our resolution, we authorise and
appoint Prof. M. Yusu{ Ali, our duly constituted poteatiary to give to the President
and Vice-President oaths of ofTice™. )

(TIIE SUNDAY STANDARD—April 18, 1971.)

Source: Government of India, Ministry of Exter:
Affairs, Bangladesh Documents,Vol. 1l,New Delhi, 197
pp. 281-282.
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Highlights of the drafted Dr. Kamal ..1970
Constitutlon of Pakistan Hossain

tramed by the Awaml League
Parllamentary Committee

DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF PAKISTAN

PREAMBLE

in the name of Allah, the Beneficient, the Merciful, we,
the peoples of the autonomous States of Bangla Desh, the
Punjab, Sind, Pakhtunistan and Baluchistan,

Having by our common struggle against colonial rule
attained the right of self determination,

In order to secure tor ourselves and for our posterity
the right to live in freedom and with dignity and to establish a
real, living democracy, wherein equality and justice,
political, economic and social, would prevail,

Having had to struggle, since independence, against
successive usurpers of the power, which rightfully belonged
to the people,

Having now attained victory, as a result of the heroic
sacrifices of the martyers who laid down their lives in orcer
to end exploitation of man by man, and region by region,

Resolving that the high ideals for which they laid down
their lives shall be fundamental principles of the Constitution,

Further resolving that guarantees shall be embodied in
this Constitution to enable the peoples of Pakistan, Muslims,
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, Persians and of other religions
to protess and practise their religion and to enjoy all rights,
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privileges and protection due to them as citizens of Pakistan,
and in pursuance of this object to enable the Muslims of
Pakistan, individually and collectively to order their lives in
accordance with the teachings of Islam as set out in the Holy
Quoran and the Sunnabh, '

Aftirming that the Constitution shall effectively
guarantee supremancy of civil power, exercised through
elected representatives of the people over the armed forces
and all military authorities;

Solemnly pledging that it is our sacred duty to abide by
and to safeguard, protect and detend this Constitution and to
maintain its supremacy, as the embodiment of the will of the -
people and the basis, freely determined by them, for living
together in a Federal State and striving together so that we
may prosper and obtain our rightful place amongst the nations
of the world and make our full contribution towards
international peace and the progress and happiness of
numanity.

THIS ASSEMBLY, this the day of.....c..occeeiiiiiniiininnniinnniiannn.
One thousand nine-hundred and seventy-one, corresponding
to the day of............ 1391 A. H. and the ......... day

1377 B.S., WE DO HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND
GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

PART 1-THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND ITS
TERRITORIES

The Republic and its territories

1(1). Pakistan shall be a Federal Republic under the
name Federal Republic of Pakistan, and shall be composed of
the autonomous States of Bangla Desh, Punjab, Sind,
Pakhtunistan and Baluchistan, and such other territories as
may become‘ included in Pakistan, whether by accession or
otherwise.

(2). The territories of each of the states as are included
in Pakistan are specified in the First Schedule.
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Alteration of territories of States

2. No Bill Providing for altering the limits of a State or
increasing or diminishing the area of any State shall be
introduced in the Federal Parliament, unless it has earlier
been approved by the Assembly of the State concerned by the
votes of not less than two-thirds of the total members of
that Assembly.

* - -

PART 111-DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE
POLICY

1. ISLAM

(1) No law shall be repugnant to the injunctions of Islam
as laid down in the Holy Quoran and Sunnah.

(2) Facilities shall be provided for the teaching of the
Holy Quoran and Islamiat to the Muslims of Pakistan.

(3) Observance of Islamic moral standards should be
promoted amongst the Muslims of Pakistan.

11. RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF OTHER RELIGIOUS
DENOMINATONS

Members of all other religious denominations shall
enjoy full rights of citizenship and in addition to the-
constitutional protection of their fundamental rights, their
legitimate rights and interests shall be duly safeguarded in
all spheres.

111. ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ECONOMIC

SYSTEM WITH A VIEW TO ACHIEVING A
SOCIETY FREE FROM EXPLOITATION.

With a view to achieving a just and egalitarian society,
free from exploitation of man by man. and of region by
region, a socialist economic system shall be established.
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IV. STATE'S RESPONSIBLITY TO ENSURE BASIC
NECESSITIES OF LIFE, EMPLOYMENT,
IMPROVEMENT IN THE STANDARD OF LIVING,
AND SOCIAL SECURITY.

It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to
ensure, through planned economic growths development:

(i) the provision to all citizens of the basic necessities
of life, including food, clothing,shelter, education and medical
care;

(ii) the right to work, that is, the right to guaranteed
employment at a reasonable wage, having regard to the
quantity and quality of work;

(iii) the right to reasonable rest, recreation and leisure;

(iv) the steady and sustained improvement in the standard
of living, material and cultural, of the people;

(v) the provision of social security, through inter alia,
the extensive development of compulsory social insurance of
industrial, office and professional workers;

(vi) the right to maintenance in old age.

V. RIGHTS OF WORKERS AND PEASANTS

it shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to
safeguard and promote the rights and interest of workers and
“ peasants.
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(V1) EMANCIPATION OF THE RURAL MASSES FROM
EXPLOITATION AND IMPROVEMENT IN THEIR
QUALITY OF LIFE.

The rural masses shall be emancipated from
exploitation by, among other measures, the total abolition of
the Jagirdari, Zamindari and Sardari systems and the re-
oricntation of the land system in the interests of the actual
tillers of land....

- - * -

Source: Hasan Hafizure Rahman (ed.), Histc:y of
Bangladesh War of Independence: Documents , Vol. 1 (Dhaka:
Ministry of Information, Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh, 1982), pp. 793-808.
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