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INTRODUCTION

Hazrat Imam Khomcini, the leader of the Islamic
Revolution and foundcr of the Islamic Republic of Iran
scnt a historic message to Mr. Gorbachev, leader of the
Sovicls and chairman of the suprcme presidium of the
Presidium of the U.S.S.R of January 4, 1989.

In Moscow, the message was handed over 1o Mr.
Gorbachev and rcad out by Ayatullah Jawadi Amuli, the
Icadcr of the high level delegation.

Here is the english version of Imam Khomcini's historic
message [or the rcaders;

Culwral Attache

Cutlural Centre of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Dhaka, Bangladcsh.
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"In the name of God, the Compassionate. the Merciful.”

"Your Excellency, Mr. Gorbachev, the president of the presidium of
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, with wishes of prosperity and fortune for
you and the Soviet nation.

"As your coming to power has caused the feeling that Your Excellency
are in a new mood of revising, transforming and dealing with the world's
political affairs, especially as concerns the Soviet Union, and your boldness
and daring in facing the realitics of the world may (very well) be a source of
transformations and a cause of change in the present working of the world, I
find it necessary to mention some points.

"Even if the domain of your new ideas and decisions might be merely
a method to solve the party problems and parallel with it to solve some of
the problems of your people, even this extent of courage to revise a doctrine
which for many years had imprisoned the revolutionary children of the
world behind iron.fences deserves praise. And if your vision transcends that
the first thing that will certainly bring you success is revising the policy of
your predecessors as it is based on doing away with God and religion which
has certainly dealt the heaviest and biggest blow at the people of the Soviet
Union. And you ought to be aware that a real approach towards the world's
affairs is impossible without this.

"Of course, it is possible that (due to) the improper methods and the
erroneous performance of the former powerful communist figures in the
field of economy the lures of the Western world will show iisell. Bul the
face lies somewhere else. If you want at this juncture 1o merely untic the
economic Gordian knots of socialism and communism by secking heaven
in the center of the Westemn capilalism not only it will not cure any of the
ajilments of your society, but that it will cause others to come later to
redress for your mistakes. Because if today Marxism and ( Marxist-led)
economic and social methods have reached a dead cnd, the Western world is
also entangled ... with the same things, of course in a different way which
concerns other issues.

"Your Excellency Gorbachev ! One shduld tumn to the truth. The main
problem of your country is not that of ownership, economy or freedom. It
is the absence of true faith in God - the very problem that has driven or will
drive the West to vulgarism and an impasse. Your main problem is a
prolonged and futile fight against God - the source of all existence and
creation.

" Your Excellency Gorbachev ! It is clear to all that [rom now on
communism must be locked up in the political history museums of the
world, for Marxism has no answer to any of the real requirements of human
beings. All because it is a materialist doctrine and with materialism
mankind cannot be salvaged from the crisis of absence of faith in
spiritualism - which is the most basic pain of human society in the West
and in the East.

" Your Excellency Gorbachev ! You might not have wmed your back
positively on marxism in some aspects and you may go on expressingly-in
interviews - your full conviction in it. But you yourself know that arguably
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this is not so. The Chinese leader struck the first blow on communism.
And you administered the second - and seemingly the final-blow. Today we
have nothing in the world called communism.

But I would like to ask you emphatically nol to be caught in the
prison of the West and the Greal Satan in tearing down the walls of Marxist
illusions. I hope you will find the true honor of wiping out the last
decadcnt layers of 70 years of aberration of the World Communism from the
face of the history and your country. Today the governments sharing the
same direction with you-with their hearts beating for their homelands and
peoples - are no longer preparcd to use the underground and surface resources
of their countries just to prove the success of communism cracking of
whose bones has also reached the ears of their children.

The Chinese leader struck the first blow on
communism. And you administered the second and
seemingly the final-blow. Today we have nothing in the
world called communism. But I would like to ask you
emphatically not to be caught in the prison of the West and
the Great Satan in tearing down The walls of Marxist
illusions.

—

Mr. Gorbachev ! when [rom the mosque minarates of some of your
republics the call of 'Allah is the Greatest' and testimony to the
prophethood of the last prophet ( may peace be upon him and his posterity )
was heard it brought tears of. joy to the cyes of all supporters of pure
Mohammedan Islam ......

Therefore I consider it necessary remind you 1o once again reflect on
the two materialist and theist world outlooks. The matcrialists regard the
standard for Knowledge in their world outlook to bé the senses and regard
anything which is not palpable outside the domain of science. The regard
existence at par with matter and do not regard non-matters as existing.
Inevitably they regard the invisible world like the existence of Exalted God,
revelation, prophethood and resurrection as fictions. Where as the standard
for knowledge in the theist world outlook is both the senses and the reason
anything rational is within the domain of science even if not tangible.
Therefore, existence ( includes both ) the subject and the object aspects and
anything non-material can exist. And in the same way that the matter
depends on mind sensuous knowledge depends on subjective knowledge .....

"Actually I had no wish to put you in the meanders of the problems of
philosophers especially the islamic ones. It only suffices to mention one or
two examples .... also of use the politicians ....

“This is obvious that the matter and an object Whatever it may be is
not conscious of itself .... But we can see it clearly that human beings and
animals are aware of all their surroundings. They know where they are and
what is happening in their surroundings ... Therefore, there is something in
animals and human beings which is above the matter and is separate from
the world of the matter and does not die upon the death of the material .....
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" Human being by nature want every exaltation in its absolute term
and you are well aware that the human being wants to be the absolute power
of the world.. Therefore there must be an absolute power and an absolute
knowledge... and that is exalted God....

"If His Excellency wishes to do research in these fields you may give
instructions to the researchers to refer to the works of Farabi and Bu Ali
Sina ( Avicina).... in the 'Mashsh’ philosophy so that it will become clear
that the law of cause and effection which all knowledge is based is logical,
not sensible. And the understanding of general meaning as well as gencral
laws on which all reasoning is bascd is logical not sensible. And they may
be refered to Sohrevardi's works ..... on Eshragh philosophy and explain 1o
you that matter and every other material object nceds the light of heart
which is free from sensuousncss. And human being's empirical knowledge
of truth about himself is free from the sensuous phenomenon. And you
may ask the pundits to refer to the exalted philosophy of Sadrol
Moteallchin ... so that it will become clear that truth of science is scparate
from matter and every idea is distinct from matter and will not be governcd
by rules governing matter.....

"Your Excellency Gorbachev ! It is clcar to all that
from now on communism must be locked up in the
political history museums of the world, for Marxism has
no answer to any of the real requircments of human
beings. becausc it is a matenialist doctrine.

T
“l do not mention the works ol Islamic thinkers, expecially
Mohyeddin bin Arabi . If you wish to know his views,......... you may

dispalch a few of your experts.... to Qom so that after a few ycars by
reliance on God - they will come to know the depth of the houses of
knowledge .....

"Your Excellency Gorbachev ! ... | would like 10 ask you to do serious
research in Islam .... This is not because Islam and the muslims need you
but because of the exalted and universal values of Islam which can be the
mecans for comfort and salvation of all the nations and untic the knot of the
fundamental problems of mankind.

"A scrious look at Islam may save you [or ever from the Afghanistan
problem and similar problems in the world . We regard the Muslims of the
world as the Muslims of our own country. And we always consider
oursclves sharing the same fate.

"With the relative freedom of religious ceremonies in certain Soviet
rc'pl}blics you demonstrated, you do not think any longer that religion is an
opium.

“Yes, areligion which become the means for putting the material and
spiritual assets of the Islamic and non-Islamic countrics at the disposal of
the superpowers and powers and shouts at the people that the religion is
separale from the politics is the opium of sociely. Bul then this is not the
true religion. It is a religion that our people call “the American religion”
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To conclude I would like to explicitly state that the Islamic Republic
of Iran as the biggest and most powerful base of the Islamic world can
easily fill in the faith gap of your system. And in any case our country as
in the past believes in good ncighborliness and mutual relations and respect
them ...
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