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Throughout 1996 the United States Information Service
translated articles explaining and discussing various aspects
of the U. S. presidential election. We have organized them
into this publication in order to facilitate the study of this
unique process.

This collection begins with an overview of the constitution-
al provisions for the U. S. Electoral College. Strategies to
win a majority of "electors" guide the development of a
presidential campaign.

The next two chapters discuss public opinion polls and
financing presidential campaigns. Often these two issues go
hand in hand. The cost of a campaign is very high.
Candidates who are doing well in the polls are able to main-
tain fund raising campaigns. Candidates who slip in the polls
find the task of raising money increasingly difficult.

Chapters 4-6 discuss aspects of American political parties.
Chapter 4 provides an overview. Chapter 5 explains party
conventions. Chapter 6 reviews third parties. Together
chapters 5 and 6 help explain why the two major parties
dominate national politics.

In chapter 7 the influence of foreign policy in presidential
campaigns is analyzed. Chapter 8 focusses on election
integrity by describing the election day experience of a rural
community in North Carolina.

Chapters 9 and 10 wrap up the 1996 election year cycle,
which typically means reconciliation and looking forward.
Chapter 9 contains the text of President Clinton's citation
for Bob Dole, his former opponent, awarding him the
Medal of Freedom, the highest honor for an American civil-
ian, Chapter 10 contains President Clinton's inaugural
address, traditionally an opportunity to bring the nation
together.
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1996 was a remarkable year for democracy in both the
United States and Bangladesh. We congratulate all
Bangladeshis of all political parties for the courage shown in
selecting participatory democracy as the political system to
lead the economic and social development of the nation
into the 21st century.

Robert Kerr
Deputy Director
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