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India's relation with the Arab world go back to hoary
past long before the rise of Islam, there. was brisk
commercial contact between India and Arabia and the Arab
traders carried Indian goods to the European markets by
way of Egypt and Syria. Elphinstone has rightly observed
that from the days of Joseph to the days of Marco Polo and
Vasco de Gama the Arabs were the captains of Indian
commerce. There were large number of Arab colonies on
the western coast of Indxa and many Indian settlements in
the Arab countries. Ubulla for instance, was known as arz-
ul-Hind on account of the large number of Indians who
inhibited that region. When Islam spread and the Arabs got
converted to Islam, these colonies continued to flourish as
before. The Indian rajas appointed muslim judges, known as
hunurman, to decide their cases and provided all facilities
to them to organize their community life. Commercial
contact led to cultural relations and while large number of
Arab navigational and other terms were adopted by the
Indians, Indian customs, institutions and practices found
their way to Arabia. Philologists have traced three Sanskrit
words misk (Musk), zanjbil (ginger), and kafur (camphor)—
in the Quran.2

1. Elfinstone: History of India.
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As to the origin of thc Masjid (Called in Imperial Farmaus Masjid-i-jamia
or Cathedral mosque). it is stated that King Nasir shah. son of Hussain Shah

of Bengal. while travelling from Gaur on his way to Dacca came to Mauja
Shailakupa. With Nasir shah were Hajrat Maulana Muhammad Arab. a
reuowned Darvish and Murshid (Spiritual guide) of the King ; Hakim Khan.
a pathan. Saiyid shah Abdul Qadir-i-Baghdadi. and a fakir. The Maulana on.
seeing the village was very much delighted and said. El like this place. 1 will
inhabit here.' The above mentioned three persons who were the disciples of
the Maulana wished also to remain with their Murshid at Shailakupa. Nasir
Shah consented to this. and left his Wazir shah Ali in the service of the pir.
The King grauted a few bighas of lakhiraj land and was pleased to call the
Mauza Nasirpur after his own name.!-

Tefaea =ifem

se8y PIH TR AW WA PR g =W aE
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R et Wit @1 FremR TR I VeRIE N ST
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WY IR (A @} TR AT RN o@A G IR IR
(3 bod-Yo ) MR THIA S 4 |

\

1. Joumal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 1901, Pp, 15-28. Khan saheb abdul Wali.
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Curious tenets and practices of certain class of Fakirs in Bengal'
ATHRTITRA -

Another renowned and most melodious versifier whose dhuas
are the rage of the lower classes and sung by boatmen and others,
was far famed Lalan shah, he was a disciple of Seraj shah, and both
were bon at the village Harishpur, subdivision Jhenaidah, District
Jessore--- where he died some ten years ago. His disciples are many
and his songs are numerous.

‘Journal of the Anthropological Socity of Bombay' (Bombay,
1900, Vol. 5. No. 4 Page. 217) 4
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