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ORGANISED DISTURBANCE AT PALTAN PDP’S
CALL TO RESIST FASCISM

(THE PAKISTAN OBSERVER , FEBRUARY 2, 1970)

Despite repeated attempts by a organized group to create trouble,
Pakistan Democratic Party held a public meeting at Paltan Maidan on
Sunday.

The heckler chanted slogans like “Six-Point Zindabad” and “Jago
Bangali jago” in order to interrupt the meeting .

They missiles at the dais injuring several persons including Mr. Farid

- Ahmed and Mr. Fazlul Huq of city PDP and at one stage they attacked
the speakers at the dais and occupied it for some moment.
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The meeting which was presided over by Mr. Abdus Salam Khan
President, East Pakistan PDP gave a clarion call to create public opinion
against the fascist actions by certain group of people to thwart the
freedom of speech and expression.

In aresolution the meeting condemned the hooliganism perpetrated
on the meeting and said that it was the very spirit of democracy that
every individual should enjoy unfettered freedom to express their views
and opinion.

Maintaining that democracy was meaningless without ensuring the
freedom of expression the meeting said that their movement for the
restoration of democracy would continue. The speakers of meeting
also called upon the people to make use of the ensuing election discreetly
for the restoration of their democratic rights.

Among others the meeting was addressed by Mr. Mahmud Alj,
Syed Azizul Huqg. Mr. Rafiqul Hussain, Mr. Nurullah, Mr. Farid Ahmed,
Mr. Shamsur Rahman, Mr. Shafiqur Rahman and Mr. Dalilur Rahman.

At the beginning when the name of the president of the meeting
was proposed, a group of people consisting about 30 to 40 persons on
the western side of the dais rushed towards the dais and took their
seats near a microphone pole about 20 yards away from the dais.

Call for tolerance

Taking the microphone, Mr. Abdus Salam Khan, president of the
meeting recalled the martyrs who laid their lives for the realisation of
the democratic rights of the people and said that they remembered
those heroes with gratitude.

He hoped that the people of East Pakistan would make the best
use of the ensuing election with discreet and tolerance to establish
democracy in the country. He said that the Muslims of Bengal had
never committed any blunder on any vital issue. They gave a correct
judgement in 1946 elections by casting votes in favour of Pakistan and
in 1952 they resisted tooth and nail the attack on the Bengali language.
He said that once again in 1954 they saved the country by ousting
Muslim League and in 1962 by supporting Fatima Jinnah for the
restoration of democracy.

At this stage, the same group which had occupied the ground near
the dais raised a calender page bearing photographs of Sher-e-Bangla,
Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Manik Mia and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman over
their heads and sticked it on the microphone pole. They also raised
slogans, Six-Point Zindabad. Sheikh Mujib Zindabad, Joy Bangla and
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Nurul Aminer Kolla Chai (behead Mr. Nurul Amin). They also hurled
abuses to the speakers asking them to sit down.

The hecklers rushed towards the dais and reached near it. Another
copy of the calendar page in folded shape was thrown at the dais.

Welfare society

By that time Syed Azizul Huq took over the microphone and said
that it was really disgraceful that the group who were apparently the
supporters of the leaders were disrespectful towards them. The hecklers
did not appear to be in any mood to listen to any reason nor be pacificd
by any sense of humour.

Syed Azizul Huq said that 23 years of Pakistan was a history of
exploitation and the people were determined to create a democratic
welfare society and to make an end to this ignominous history.

Meanwhile, the hecklers continued to throw missiles aiming at those
sitting on the dais. Amidst all these Syed Azizul Huq said that it was his
fundamental right to speak to those who wanted to listen to him. But the
hecklers climbed the dais and started raising slogans. They also snatched
away the microphone and tried to run away with it when a contingent of steel
helmeted police party rushed towards the dais and the hecklers fled away.

Immediately Mr. Md. Nurullah of Chittagong took the
microphone and requested the audience who were standing to
sit down. Enumerating the role of the leaders of PDP for the
restoration of democracy in the country Mr. Nurullah said that

‘let the Paltan meeting decide whether the country will have
democracy or play in the hands of autocrats.

Stones pelted
Maulana Abdul Matin also spoke for a couple of minutes at this stage.
Though standing, the audience began swelling up. Soon after Mr.

Farid Ahmed had come before the microphone to address the meeting

the hecklers again started shouting slogans Sheikh Mujib Zindabad and

pelted stones at him. A tiny boy who was sitting close to dais was hit in
his head.

Mr. Rafiqul Hussain pushed Mr. Farid Ahmed and was trying to
pacify the group by appealing to their good senses but to no avail.

He however said that the people could not allow to be cowed down by
any Individual leadership. He pointed out to the danger when the destiny of
the country was dictated by one individual. At this stage Mr. Farid Ahmed
who was standing beside Mr. Rafiq was hit by a stone on his head.
vo :
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Continuing, Mr. Rafiqul Hussain said that the demand of autonomy
was virtually the same of all political parties. But, he said, Six Point
programme had even been opposed by late Manik Mia, editor of
Ittefaque.

Amidst shouting and pelting of stones by the hecklers, Mr. Mahmud
Ali began to address the audience. He said that it was the second public
meeting they were holding at Paltan Maidan the first one being in1962
under the leadership of late Mr. H.S. Suhrawardy.

He said that they raised an unequivocal demand that no one man
had the right to deny the democratic rights of the people. He said that
the very meaning of democracy was the right to self expression
unhindered. He said that the movement for this right would continue
until the people enjoy unfettered freedom of expression of their
viewpoints and ideas.

Pointing out the threat to democratic rights when expression was
controlled by dictators, Mr. Mahmud Ali said that if the people could
not know the different opinions, they would fail to come to a conclusion
which was so vital for democracy in any country of the world.

Mr. Mahmud Al said that it would be an unforgivable crime on our
part, if by our sheer folly we fail to achieve democracy in the country.
He said that Pakistan was created by democratic means and should
only prosper under a democratic system.

Mr. Mahmud Ali added that only under a democratic system
Pakistan would emerge an welfare state keeping alive the regional
characteristics and economic interests. He called upon the people to
make best use of the ensuing elections for creating an exploitation free
democratic state in Pakistan.

Calling for sobriety and deep thinking, he said that it was because the
people were divided that they could not resist the emergence of Martial
Law in 1958.

Meanwhile, three to four persons were hit by stones pelted by the
hecklers, among them were Mr. Fazlul Huq of PDP

In their speech Mr. Shamsur Rahman, Mr. Dalilur Rahman, Mr.
Nurullah and Mr. Shafiqur Rahman said that if the tendency at Paltan
spread throughout the province it would be most unfortunate.

Mr. Shamsur Rahman a former MPA, enumerated the PDP
manifesto for the restoration of democracy in the country and creating
a welfare state.

In his presidential speech, Mr. Abdus Salam Khan emphasising the
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importance of the ensuing election, said that the very sovereignty of the
country was closely interlinked with the next elections and it was the
duty of all citizens of the country to participate in it and realise a
democratic society.

He said that two groups of people, one realising what they wanted
and the other out of their ignorance, were directing their actions against
holding the elections.

He said that the people, who were apparently for the elections
were behaving in mysterious way and proving incongruous between
their words and actions. He cautioned those elements not to indulge in
such acts which may jeopardize the very foundation of democracy.

At this stage the hecklers (who by the time appeared to have lost
much of their zest heckling at the sight of audience listening to the
audience) raised slogans “They will not tolerate the agents of Maududi
and Nasrullah” To this Mr. Khan said, we are not agents of anybody.

He said that it (the word Agent) did not sound nice in the lips of the
supporters of those who were the agents of Indian Marwarees, American
CIA and financed by the Haroons. He said that they were ‘the Mir
Zafars of Bengal. He added that during RTC these leaders conspired
with Mr. Daulatana, Mr. Yusuf Haroon and former President Ayub to
come to power surrendering the interest of East Pakistan.

The trouble did not end with the end of the meeting. The PDP
leaders were chased on their way back. Immediately after Mr. Mahmud
Ali, Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury (Mohon Mia) and Mr. A.K. Rafiqul Hussain
alighted from the dais they were sorrounded by a section of hecklers
who hurled abuses at them. A police contingent moved forward to their
rescue and escorted them to DIT Avenue.

Paltan And Plassey

[ THE PAKISTAN OBSERVER, FEBRUARY 3, 1970 ]

ANOTHER bloody battle for democracy has been foughi on the
Paltan Maidan. The surprising thing is that this battle is not being fought
against the Martial Law regime which has allowed the people to prepare
themselves for taking over power through a peaceful and democratic
process, but it is being fought between political parties professing their
loyalty to democracy.

The democratic process entitles every political group or party to
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the right of presenting its views to the people for their examination and
acceptance or rejection at the polls. Democracy functions when an
individual can express his opinion on men and matters without let or
hindrance and when an individual can air his approval or disapproval of
others opinion without having his head broken. It either guarantees the
right of every individual to hear and be heard, or it does not exist.

Language

What happened on Sunday last at the Paltan Maidan was absolutely
contrary to the democracy contrary to the democratic process of exchange
of ideas. It was not a democratic confrontation of ideas, but a clash of
cerebral exercise and brute physical force. The speakers had every right
to address the audience and those who did not like the views of the
former were free not to like them. But democracy did not give them the
right to violently prevent the former from exercising their inalienable
democratic right of assembly and expression. Yet that is exactly what
some people did without even caring to hide their political identity. Through
their full- throated and threatening shouts and slogans they eloquently
betrayed their political affiliation. In a Paltan Meeting held earlier it was
loudly and authoritatively declared that nothing said against ... point and
.... point shall be tolerated. Was it the language of democracy? Or was it
the voice of tyranny? Can democracy survive the repeated aggression
against the democratic right of the political parties to address the people?
Will the Paltan be the Plassey of democracy?

As things are, nobody will be able to do much as mention the word
democracy without keeping first-aid material handy. Actually the
situation is far more critical. One doubts if a person can assert his
democratic rights at a public place without making previous reservation
of hospital bed, if he can leave the place in one piece, that is.

Rigor Mortis

Each stone chip thrown at a political opponent makes a dent in the'
tender body of democracy, and each drop of blood oozing from his
wound may lead to is rigor mortis. The moon rocks collected by the
American moonmen were on display in Pakistan. We can send the
chips and rocks used on us inflict mortal injuries on our democratic
liberties for display in the democratic countries and we can ........ have
exhibits to show what some champions of democracy openly profess
and how they really act.
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Vicious Modus Operandi

The violent way a meeting at Paltan Maidan of one party is sought
to be broken up by another party by creating disturbance and even by
resorting to violence has given rise to doubts in the minds of many
about the motive behind it. It is believed by many that the party which
succeeds in holding a large and expensive meeting at first undisturbed
by others tries to prevent other parties from holding a sucessful meeting
and presenting their viewpoints on the national issues to the public. The
modus operandi is as vicious as it is effective. Some hired people are
sent there to disrupt it by starting trouble on any pretext and if one
wants, pretexts can easily be found. The peace-loving elements of the
audience will naturally feel it unsafe to stay there in the face of intimidation
and physical danger.

Brute Majority & Minority

This process was so blatantly and unconscionably adopted on last
Sunday that it not only angered those who attended the large meeting
not swelled by people brought from outside the city by providing free
transport etcetera, but many of them have started worrying about the
safety of peace loving citizens even in their homes. The whole thing
looked like a pre-planned and organised offensive against the move to
regain the long-lost rights of the people. Even if a particular party can
claim the support of the majority, it cannot arrogate to itself the right to
stifle the voice of the minority by force and if possible to obliterate it.
Democracy does not mean vandalism and tyranny of the majority. In
fact brute majority and brute minority are equally a menace to the
establishment of people’s authority.

Reign of Terror

But public meetings do not provide an unmistakable index of a party’s
strength. However big a Paltan meeting may be, the gathering represents
no more than a small fraction of the city’s population. The bulk of the
population, the silent majority, that is, cannot but be concerned at the
unhealthy developments and will certainly react to the calculated assaults
on the political rights of the people. If a party can establish a reign of
terror even before getting power, what will its leaders do if and when
they come to occupy the seat of authority? A suitable answer to this
question will have to be spelled out in unambiguous terms if we do not
want to see another sunset of democracy.
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