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TTIf- My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the worlds
most influential persons may surprise some readers and may be
questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who
was supremely successful on both the religious and secular lev-
els........... It is this unparalleled combination of secular and reli-
gious influence which I feel intitles Muhammad to be considered
the most influential single figure in human history.2
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T ISIR B {A0%H- Muhammad who in Makkah called men to
asceticism and contentment, to monotheism and abstinence
from the pleasures of this life, has now become a man of lust
whose appetite every woman could whet. He is not satisfied
with three women whom he has so far taken into marriage but
has now taken the three additional wives just mentioned.

Indeed, he was to marry three more .......... He fell in love with fg'
Zainab, daughter of Jahash, while she was wife of Zayd Ibn
Harithah, his own client.3 AR
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0¥, During the life time of Khadija, the Prophet married no other wife,
not with standing that public opinion among his people would have
allowed him to do so had he chosen.!2 ‘anirer Eiem 1A R fRr
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e | @ &K J. Davenport-43 % TWR- 1t shuold be remembered
that, He lived from the age of twenty-five to that of fifty years satisfied
with one wife that until she died at the age of sixty-ﬁve.he took no
other.13 And it may than be asked, is it likely that a very sensual man of
a country where ploygamy was a practice, should be contented for twenty-
five years with one wife, She being fifteen years older than himself. fofa
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The good sense of Mohammad despised the pomp of royaltys, The apos-
tle of God submitted to menial offices of the family; He kindled the fire,
swept floor, Milked the ewes, and mended with his own hands his shoes
and hfs woollen garments Disdaining the penance and merit of a hermit,
He observed, without effort or vanity, the abstemious diet of an Arab and
a soldier.”" TR TR WA A [UM WL A6 AT QIIETIS
TR T IO | o FBaia ol e T o o e e e
Q1 I | fover et TSR, W G frred, (S Ty CT1RR FeA 9w
QS ot ¢ “lt ST (RS § iR F0eA | o Wi Fewet @
TR ARER IR R e frerm ard wweA

T A3 W e e 7€ PX. Hitti T, Even in the hight of his
glory Muhammad Led, as in his days of obsurrity, an unpetetous life in
one of those clay houses........ He was often seen mending his own
colthes and was at all times within the reach of his people.!” 17 QA
YIS T TS ¢ wygme B g3l 7z Adite o e @
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AR TR G SR T 1A fem v
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generosity and humanity would impel Mohammed to offer her his hand.
Her husband had given his life in the cause of the new religion; he had
left home and country for the sake of his faith, his wife had shared his
exile and now had returned to Mecca destitute. As the only means of
assisting the poor woman, Mohammed though straitened for the very
means of daily subsistence, married Sauda.18
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Abbasi 9, The Holy Prophet (SAW) was still in perfect health and
manly power, and could have easily gone for a younger wife, was this act
of self denial or the act of a licentious man, marrying a miserable and

poor élderly widow with a son from her former husband?*® ‘7 ¥, 947
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TR, TS S I3 9. T A.-93 AR T T TR G SIGS! 331 TS
e W) faem 1 @ e trm Wil W IR, Abu Bakar, as by antici-
pation we may well call him, had a little daughter named Ayesha, and it
was the desire of his life to cement the attachment, which existed
between himself and the Prophet, who had led him out from the darkness
of skepticism, by giving Mohammed his daughter in marriage.....At the
earnest solicitation of the disciple the little maiden become he wife of the
Propho.at.21
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Abbasi "4, Hazrat Ayesha occupies a very important place in the domain

of Islamic culture and traditions. She is the main source of large number
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of traditions (Ahadis) and their authenticity. It is only she through whom
we get solutions and answers of thousands of problems, realating to
femnales, which a male person could not solve or explain. Her version of
tradition is accepted by all the compilers of traditions. In fact she had
played magnificent and gloribus role in the develolpment and progress of
Islam and its principles.23
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mueﬂmmwﬁw. The popular account that she was six years at
marriage and nine years at the time of consummation is decidedly no
correct.2?
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JWE~ Among the males going to collage about 67 percent have such
experiehce before marriage among those who go to a high school about
85 percent have such intercourses and among the boys who do not go
beyond he grade school the accumulative evidence is 98 percent.30
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‘Aishah and Hafsah were daughters of his two viziers Abu Bakar and
Umer respectively. It was this relation of their father’s to Muhammad
which caused the later to cement his relationship with them by blood, that
is why he married their two daughters, that is why he gave in marriage
his two daughters to Uthman and Ali.’3!
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Zd% PdfS ©F The Life of Muhamad &TE A, It was on this ground of
clemency and compassion that the Holy Porphet married Zaynab, the
daughter of Khuzaimah, who had been deprived of her husband in Uhud.
Her parents were non Muslims living in Mecca and after the martyrdom

of her husband there was non to take care of her.33
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W.M. Watt ¥, This marriage was at the very least a way of providing
for an important Emmigrant widow but it may also have been designed
to help Muhammad to reconcile the Meccans-34
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explained at least as much by his pity for the for-lorn condition of the
persons concerned, as by other motives. They were almost all of them
widows who are not remarkable either for their beauty or their wealth,
but quite the reverse. May not this fact, and his undoubted faithfullness
to Khadija till her dying day, and till he himself was fifty years of age,
give us aditional ground to hope that calumnuy or misconception has
been at work in the story of Zainab?37
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her beauty, her marriage with freedman rankled in her breast. Mutual
aversion at last culminated in disgust.40
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AR 7% (@ IFY PR I O AT T | @ F=E Bosworth smith TR
TR, But I am satisfied after a close examination of the circumstances
of the case that it does not bear the interpretation usually placed upon it
by christains. Any how it is certain that zaid if he had suspected, as chris-
tains have done, any thing in the nature of an intrigue on the prophet’s
part to alienate his wives affection from him, could not have served him
as he did even to the day of his death with all the loyalty and devotion of
a zealous disciple.45
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petitioned Mohammed for the amount, which he immediately gave her.
In recognition of this kindness and in gratitude for her liberty, she offered
her hand to Mohammed, and they were married.47
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% T 1 @ RO 3R @17 AF S.M. Madani I, This mar-
riage also, was a diplomatic measure, by which the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) won the hearts of the most dichard opponents of Islam.p-
[ T This master stroke of diplomacy and political sagacity on the
part of the Holy prophet (S.A.W) placated thousands of former enemies
and non-believers. This martrimonial alliance, like other marriages were
contracted, with a view to winning friends, and adherents for Islam and
not for any sensual purpose this step won more friends than the sowrd.48
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Malik %%, This marriage was a.pure blessings and yielded very good
results. After this marriage Abu Sufyan grew less and less blatant in his
hostility towards Islam and the Holy prophet, and soon after, Mecca, was
conquered by the prophet. This marriage political sagacity, not for pas-
sion’s sake, but for the advancement of Islam.4®
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too, Mohammed generously liberated, and elevated to the position of his
wife at her request.>! U@ YIAW ¥, TArFer Ax S Fraferem a3k o
s SR o one § Rom 1 wafem

TRA .03 FEMES {RANR AWAEE e @ WO TR @
A v TR Wl RgRte e T T efdfie o,
QAT A el e 2W a3 o A T ofS wIE ) W
ST AN W, T FAY AR WARR o7 g @ [ARE T
BT 3 T ¢ I T TR e [o IR @I et IR
AT 6T I 'R

3. TS TR AL,
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7.-43 @ s Tren i 5151 WA A, @3k 1A AW A@.-937 M THE
wi3e WD I ST T TR TR MY T g = @
@ FY oo T Sl Wt (A9, Maimuna, whom Mohammed
married in Mecca, was his kins woman and was already above fifty.
Her mérriage with Mohammed besides providing for a poor relation
the means of supports, gained over to the cause of Islam two famous
men, Abbas and Kalid bin walid, the leader of koreish cavalry in the
disastrous ‘battle of Ohod, and in later times the conqueror of the
Greeks.53
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s AT 07g 7€ S.M Madani Abbasi 3, In this marriage too,
the main consideration was rehabilitation of a widow in keeping with her
social status and winning over the sympathies of the Jews, rather than any
consideration of sensual enjoyment, as the Holy Prophet (SAW) was by
now an old man and already having about a dozen wives of various

ages.54
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q FE WM. Watt M, There may also have been political motives in
the union with the Jewesses, Sufiyah and Rayhana.55 “if#t @ Tw=MIs
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sete A, [n accordance with the custom of those days for rulers to give
slaves as gifts, Muhammad received several slaves from the Mugawgis
of EGYPT. of these he took Mariya as a concubine.36
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Abdul Hameed siddiqui ¥, ‘Muhammad (peace be on him) was the
bearer of God's message not only for men but also for women. The
women folk needed the Prophitic guidance, trinig-and instruction in the
same way as the males. The Holy Prophet was fully alive to this need of
Muslim society. He had, therefore, in the best enterest Qf the umma,
endeavoured to create a new leadership amongst women, which, like its
counterpart amongst men, could by precept and example, help the forma-
tion of new type of womanhood representing the teaching of Islam.....The
Holy Prophet allowed some women, belonging to different social groups,
having different tastes and tendencies and defferent intellectual standards
to enter his house hold as his wives and then by his close personal con-
tact nurture.3’
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Ohad and the muder of 77 teachers of religion by the treachery of the
Arabs had widowed nearly half the Muslim women at Medina, and
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Muhammad was not the only man who was contracting these marriages
of protection and ncessity....These were no marriage of pleasure but of
absolute and dire necessity.....Women could not be left to look after
themselves and the punishment for t‘omlcatlon and adultery was respec-
tively 100 strokes of the leather in public and. death. What Muhammad
was doing for the preservation pf the morality of his people is interpret-
ed as licentiousness by his opponents. Truly none are so blind as those
who won’t see.>9
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W Q9 FoE Davenport I, It is strongly corroborative of
Mohammad’s sincerity that earliest converts to Islam were his bosom
friends and the people of his household, who being intimately acquaint-
ed with his private life, would not fail otherwise to have detected those
discrepancies which more or Jess invariably exist between the preten-
sions a hypocritical deceiver and his actions at home.60
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¢. trw S W W, ‘Some of them may possibly have arisen from a
desire for mele offspring, for he was not a god, and mey have felt the nat-
ural wish to leave sons behind him.’61
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5.The Encyclopidea of Relegion 4 ¥l IW(% Muhammad: himself is said
to have had fourteen wives of concubines, of whom nine survived him,
but for each of his marriages there was a social or political reason’. Thus
he bound his two chief lieutenants Abu Bakr and Umar more closely to
him by marrying their daughter’s Aishah and Hafsah.63
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W | @ 7o Wil i e e, Truer knowledge of history
and more corr ect appreciation of facts, instead of proving him to be a
self-dulgent libertines, would cbncluSively establish that the man poor
and without resource himself, when he under took the burden of suppprt-
ing the women whom he married in strict accordance with the old patri-
archal institution was under going a self-sacrifice of no linght a charac-
ter.64 '
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Quranic law restricting the number of wives to four came in 8 A.H. and
the Holy Prophet (SAW) had married all of his wives before this date. He
was directed by God to keep those whom he had already married and not
to marry anymore. If he divorced any of his wives or after his demise
when they became widows as some of them did become, they could not
be married. Out of regard for the Holy Prophet (SAW) no Muslim could
even think of marrying them. And for this reason they were called
Ummul Momenin or mothers of Muslims. This was all the special law on
this subject revealed by Allah 68
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