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THE KA'BA 
(l'ROMT PAOB lLLU8TltATION) 

TilE COVER 

Ka'ba is the holy mosque, situated in the heart 
of the city of Mecca. Muslims all the world over 
offer their prayers towards the Ka'ba. It is the 
symbol of the unity of the Ummah: every individual 
may he be in the East or the West or the North or 
the South, turns his face towards the Ka'ba to offer 
his prayers. The Islamic fraternity is always gra
vitating towards this holy centre. 

Ka'ba was built by Prophet Abraham several 
thousand years ago and has always been revered 
as a holy place. Before the advent of Prophet 
Muhammed pagan and polytheistic tribes of Arabia 
had installed three hundred and sixty idols in it. 
But on his triumphant entry into Mecca in 8th of 
H ijri, the Prophet of Islam cleared the holy place 
of all the false gods installed therein and dedicated 
it for the worship of one God, Allah, who has no 
associate in divinity and for whose worship Pro
phet Abraham constructed it. 

The Ka'ba is the place which Muslims from all 
over the world visit once a year on the occasion of 
Hajj and at any other period of the year to perfonn 
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'Umrtl. It ia the only spot on the earth where 
prayers never cease. They continue round the 
clock. If any one wants to have the unique privi
lege of being the only person offering prayers at 
Ka'ba, he will have to wait for years and years and 
then too he cannot succeed. On the occasion of 
the Hajj the greatest congregation of the world ia 
held around it. It is estimated that more than one 
million people congregate around it every year 
from all the four comers of the world to perform 
Hajj and an equal number visit it to perform 
'Umra'. Beyond doubt it is the greatest centre 
of worship on the earth. 

Ka'ba is the place towards which Muslims tum 
their face in prayer, but it is not the Ka'ba to which 
they offer worship. Muslims worship none but 
Allah. They do not believe in worshipping 
stones, or animals, or men. Ka'ba only symbolises 
the direction towards which Muslims are to face in 

their prayers signifying that Muslims all the world 
over are like the circumference of a circular which 
has one and only one centre. It is a symbol and 
not an object of worship in itself. 

Near Ka'ba is situated the famous historic well 
of Zam Zam, which sprang forth some five 
thousand years ago on the occasion Ismael and 
Hajra, the, the son and the wife of Prophet Abra
ham pented for water in the desert of ArabiL 
Through this well is built up the prosperity of 
Mecca. And what is more important the water 
of this well is being used all the twelve months of 
the year and by people all over the world. The 
well is catering to the needs of millions of people 
and knows no exhausion. 
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PREFACE 

One requires no exceptional intelligence to 
perceive that the contemporary non-Muslim 
world has to its credit a good many solid 
impressive achievements: it operates on much 
higher level of energy and efficiency than 
the Muslim world; it has been able to yoke the 
forces of nature to the service of humanity in a 
manner undreamt of in the past; it has been able 
to overpower, to a very great extent, the monsters 
of poverty, disease and ignorance and has brought 
about a tremendous rise in the standard of living. 

All these are, indeed, great achievements and 
raise a number of serious questions for all thinking 
people. Has the modern civilization really .been 
able to put man on road to his self-fulfilment? 
Has it really succeeded in enabling man to acheive 
the real goal of his existence? Has it been able 
to provide the bliss and happiness for which 
human soul has thirsted throughout the ages? 
Has it really been able to lift up mankind from the 
plane of animal existence? Has it succeeded in 
the enrichment, ennoblement and refinement of 
man's life? 

viii 
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Quite a few of those here in the Muslim world, 
who have either seen the Western world from a 
distance or through coloured lenses (owing to pre
conceived notions and an acute sense of inferio
rity), have been taken in by the artificial sheen 
and glamour of the modern Western civilization. 
Some of them have been so overwhelmingly im
pressed by the West that they look upon it as 
the apogee of man's creative achievement. For 
this reason they have been robbed, more or less, of 
faith in their own religion and its principles. In 
fact, they have developed an attttude of blind 
adoration for everything Western. Therefore, 
anything in their own way of life which appears 
to be out of tune with the precepts or practices of 
the West, is thoughtlessly brushed aside as old
fashioned and inapplicable to modern conditions 
of living. The queer thing is that although these 
people are admirers of a civilization which, in their 
view, is based on the primacy of reason, they find it 
absolutely unnecessary to apply their own minds 
to determine whether those elements of Western 
civilization which- they seek to graft are healthy or 
not. 

Some of these people dismiss all religions, 
including Islam, as unsuited to the requirements 
of the present age, the age of "reason". For, 

·religion, in the opinion of these new-fangled in
tellectuals, is a bundle of irrational dogmas and 
superstitions. Little do these people care to pause 
for a minute and reflect that even if their state
ment could apply to other religions, it could not 
apply to Islam which is founded upon rational 

lX 
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principles. Indeed, the revolution brought about 
by the Holy Prophet in the history of religious 
thought is that he won over converts not by means 
of miracles, but by rational persuasion. Instead 
of paralysing the intellect of people, the demand 
of the Holy Quran from man is to open his eyes 
and exercise his rational faculty. For, if man 
does that without crippling his mind with pre
judice, he is bound, with the help and guidance 
of Allah, to discover the Reality which is prepared 
to manifest itself, to people who do not deaden 
their hearts and minds, in literally everything in 
the universe - in the alternation of days and nights, 
in the wonderful creation of the heavens and the 
earth, in the amazing order, purposefulness and 
wisdom pervading the universe reflected in the 
faultless operation of the laws of nature, etc., 
which point to the fact that this universe is not a 
product of chance but the result of Divine Will. 

But the human intellect which can discover 
Reality must indeed be a pure one, not the one 
perverted by animal lusts and base desires. The 
danger from the present-day civilization to man
kind is not that it has set the human mind free in 
its search after truth. On the contrary, the dan
ger arises from the fact that it has crippled the 
human mind by placing it under the dead-weight 
of animal passions. And the modern civilization 
has no dearth of tools by which it achieves this. 
Look at the bookstalls: they are full of filthy, al
most pornographic literature. Look at the movies: 
they are full of erotic scenes and portrayals of 
sex-relationship. Look at the centres of en-

X 
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tertainments: they are full of shows and ·dances 
which are chiefly directed at arousing sex-pas
sions, so much so that striptease shows have be
come one of the most popular forms of present
day entertainment. And to reap the harvest of 
all this, fullest opportunity of unrestricted mixing 
has been provided to members of both the sexes. 

In this atmosphere, charged with sensual 
passions, it has become well nigh impossible for a 
large number of human beings to exercise their 
intellect with freedom or to respond to their inner 
voice - the voice of their true, God-given nature. 
Yes, it is impossible for a large number of people, 
who have opened their eyes in the unhealthy 
surroundings created by the contemporary civil
ization, to think freely; but not for all of them. 
Even in these perverted surroundings the voice of 
reason and conscience finds a response in the 
hearts of truth-seekers. Such · men have the 
vision which helps them see the inner rottenness 
of the contemporary civilization despite its lus
trous exterior. Such people are possessed of the 
true human nature which hungers for real satis
faction and happiness even after the physical 
appetites have been satisfied. For it is only in 
discovering and attuning itself to Reality that 
human soul can find real peace and contentment. 

This book is an account of the discovery of 
truth by some of these great people - people who 
were burning with the desire to discover the Truth 
and who would be content with nothing short of it. 
These people were born and brought up in non-
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Islamic environments and were unfamiliar with 
Isalm and its teachings. They were part of the 
modern Western civilization which has such an 
enchanting influence on so many of us. And yet 
their souls remained unsatisfied until they had 
found the STRAIGHT PATH, the path of 
Islam. 

The book is being published with the hope 
that it would prove of real help to many in their 
earnest search after Truth. 

EBRAHIM AHMED BAWANY 

february 24, 1961. 

xii 
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In the name of Allah, the Be11ijicient, the Merciful. 

INTRODUCTION 

By 
Khurshid Ahmad 

Islam is the religion of God. It is the embodiment of the 
code of life which God, the Creator and the Lord of the uni
verse, has revealed for the guidance of the mankind. 

For a proper reconstruction of life on this planet man needs 
two kinds of things, viz: (a) innumerable substances and re
sources to maintain life and fulfil the material needs of the 
individual and the society; and (z) knowlege of the principles 
of individual and social behaviour to maintain justice and 
tranquillity in society and culture. The Lord of the Universe 
has provided for both these needs in full measure. To cater 
to the material needs of man He has provided nature with all 
kinds of resources, which lie at the dispos~l of man, who can 
make use of them as he likes. To provide for his spiritual, 
social and cultural needs He raised His Prophets from among 
the humankind and revealed to them the code of life which can 
guide man's steps to the Right P"ath. This code of life is 
known as Islam, the religion of all the prophets of God."" 

•The Qur'an says: "He hath ordained for you (0' Muhammad) 
that faith which He commended unto Noah, and that which We in
spire in thee, and that which corr.mcndcd unto Abraham, Moses and 
Jesus, saying: "Establish the F;1ith, and be not divided therein" 
(Al-Qur'an, XLII: 13). 

And that: " "S~y: We !:elie\"e in God, ar.d in that which hns 
been sent down to us, ard sent down unto Abraham. Ishmail, Isaac, 
Jacob and the tribe;. \\'c b~'itv.:: in all that was given unto !\loses, 
Jesus and other apost'~· c·i their Lord. ;-.;o distinction do we 
make between them, and unto Him we surrender." (Al-Qur'an 
III: 84). 

Also that: "In truth hath He sent down to thee the Book which 
confirmeth those which pr~ede it." (Al-Quran, III: z). 
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All of them called humanity to the way of the Lord, the way of 
submission to Allah,. All of them gave the sa:me message: 
all of them stood for the same cause: i.e. Islam. 

lsklm is an Arabic word and connotes submission, 
m"mdn and obedience, As a religion, Islam stands for 
complete submission and obedience to Allah-and that is why 
it is called Islam. The other literal meaning of the word 
Islam is "peace" and this signifies that one can achieve real 
peace of body and of mind only through submission and obe
dience to Allah. Such a life of obedience brings in peace of 
the heart and establishes real peace in the society at large. 

"Those who believe and whose hearts find rest in the 
thought of Allah-indeed, it is in tM thought of Allah 
alone that tM Mart (of man) doeth really find rut
those who believe and act righteously, joy is for 
them, and a blissful home to return to." 

(Al-Qur'an, XIV: 39) 

This message was preached by all the prophets of God, 
who guided man to the right path. But man not only left 
the right path again and again, but also lost or distorted the 
code of Guidance which the prophets gave him. That was 
why other prophets Wl:re sent to re-present the original mes
sage and bring man to the rtght path. Last of these propheta 
was Muhammad (peace be upon him) who presented God's 
Guidance in its final form and preserved it for all times to come. 
It is this guidance which is now known as Islam and is ensh
rined in the Qur'an and the life-example of the Prophet. 

II 

Basic Postulates of Islam 

The basic Islamic concept is that the entire universe was 
created by God, whom Islam calls Allah and Who is the Lord 
and the Sovereign of the universe. He is One and has no 
associate with Him in divinity. He is the Ruler of the universe, 
its Sustainer and Maintainer. He created man and appointed 
for each human being a fixed period which he is to spend upon 
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the earth. Allah has prescribed a certain code of life as the 
correct one for him, hut has at the same time confered on man 
absolute freedom of choice as to whether or not he adopts 
this code as the code of his life. One who chooses to follow 
the code revealed by God becomes a Muslim (believer) and 
one who refuses to follow it becomes a Kafir (non-believer). 

A man joins the fold of Islam by honestly believing in and 
professing faith in the unity of God and the prophethood of 
Muhanunad (peace be upon him). Both these t-eliefs are 
epitomised in the Kalima 

"There is no God e~ept Allah; Mululmmad is His 
Prophet." 

The first part of this Kalima presents the concept of 
TafJJheed (unity of God) and the second part of it affirms the 
Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

Tawheed is a revolutionary concept and constitutes the 
essence of the teachings of Islam. It means that there is one 
Supreme Lord of the universe. He is Omnipotent, Omni
present and the Sustainer of the world and of the mankind. 

How can one who observes the inexhaustible creativity 
of nature, its purposefulness, its conscious relativeness, its 
preservation of that which is morally useful and destruction 
of that which is socially injurious, fail to draw the conclusion 
that behind nature lives an All-pervading Mind of whose 
incessant creative activity the processes of nature are but out
ward manifestations! The stars scattered through almost 
infinite space, the vast panorama of nature with charm and 
beauty stealing into hearts, the planned waxing and waning 
of the sun, the astonishing harmony of the seasons and the 
days and nights, the incessant supply of water, the delicate 
flowers and crystals beneath our feet-all point towards one 
fact: there is a God, the Creator, the Gooernor. We wit-

3 
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ness a superb, flawless plan in the universe---<an it be without 
a Planner? We see great enchanting beauty and harmony in 
its working---<an they be without a Creator? We observe 
wonderful design in nature---<an it be without a Designer? 
We feel lofty purpose in physical and human existance-can 
it be without a Will working behind it? We find that the 
universe is like a superbly written fascinating novel---<an it 
be without an Author? Truly, 

"0, Mankind: worship your Lord, who hath created 
you and those before you, so that ye may ward off 
(evil). Who hath appointed the earth a resting place 
for you, the sky a canopy; and causeth water to pour 
down from the heavens, thereby producing fruits as 
food for you. And do not set up rivals to Allah, when 
ye know (better). (Al-Qur'an, II: 21-23) 

This is the basic tenet to which Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) asked humanity to adhere to. 

It is an important metaphysical concept and answers all 
the riddles of the universe. It points to the supremacy of 
tlu law in the cosmos, the all pervading unity behind the 
manifest diversity. It presents a unified view of the world 
and offers the vision of an integrated universe. It is a mighty 
contrast to the piecemeal views of the scientists and 
the philosophers and unveils the tntth before the human eye. 
After centuries of groping in the dark man is now coming to 
realise the truth of this concept and r-.1odern scientific thought 
is moving in this direction. •• 

But it is not a mere metaphysical concept or just a 
jumble of barren words. It is a dynamic belief and a revolu
tionary doctrine. It means that all men are the creaturu 
tJj one God-they are all equal. Discrimination based 
on colour, class, race or territory is unfounded and illusory. 
It is a remnant of the days of ignorance which had chained men 
down to servitude. Humanity is one single family of God 
and there can be no sanction for those barriers. Men are 

••See: Francies Mason (Ed.) The Great Design, Duckworth, London. 
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one--and not Bourgeois or Proletariat, White or Black, Aryan 
or non-Aryan, Westerner or Easterner. Islam gives the re
volutionary concept of the unity of mankind The prophet 
came to unite humanity on the Word of God and make the 
dead live again. Allah says : 

"Hold tight to the rope of God, all together and never 
again fall out. Remember God's gifts and blessings 
unto you all. When you were enemies; remember how 
He forged your hearts together in love, and, by His 
grace, you became brethren." (Al-Qur'an, III: 102) 

This concept also enunciates the true position of man in 
the universe. It says that God is the Creator, the Sovereign; 
and man is His vicegerent on the earth. This exalts man to 
the noble and dignified position of being Gods' deputy on 
earth and endowes his life with a lofty purpose: to fulfil t'M 
Will of God on the earth. This will solve all the perplex
ing problems of hwnan society and establish a new order 
wherein equity and justice and peace and prosperity will reign 
supreme. 

The starting point of Islam is this belief in the Unity 
of God (Taw'Med.). 

The second part of the Kalima, on the other hand, sig
nifies that God has not left man without any guidance for the 
conduct of his life. He has revealed His Guidance through 
His Prophets and Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the 
last prophet. And to believe in a prophet means to believe 
in his message, to accept the Law which he gave and to follow 
the Code of Conduct which he taught. 

Thus the second basic postulate of Islam is to believe in 
the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him), to accept 
the religion which he presented and to follow his commands. 

This automatically brings us to the third basic postulate 
of Islam: belief in the hereafter. 

The world, according to Islam, is a place·of trial and man 
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is being judged in it. He will have to give an account of all 
that he does herein. Life on the Earth will, one day, come to an 
end, and after that a new world will be resurrected. It will 
be in this life-after-death that man will be rewarded or punish
ed for his deeds and misdeeds. Those who live in the present 
world a life of obedience to the Lord will enjoy eternal bliss 
in the hereafter and those who disobey His commands will 
have to gamer the bitter fruits of their disobeyal. According 
to the Qur'an: 

"And every man's deed have We fastened about his 
neck: an4 on the Day of Resurrection will We bring 
forth-with to him a book which shall be profferred to 
him wide open: 'Read thy book: there needeth none but 
thyself to make out an account against thee this day." 

(A.l-Qur'an, XVII: I.of.·IS) 

.,Whosoever will come with a good deed, for him there 
shall be the like of it ten-fold, while whosoever will 
come with an ill-deed, he shall be requitted with only 
one like it, and they shall not be treated unjustly." 

(Al-Qur'an, VI: 16) 

Thus the basic articles of Islamic faith are three, fJix : 

(a) Belief in the Unity of God; 
(b) Belief in the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be 

upon him) and in the guidance he gave; and 
(c) Belief in the Life-after-death and in man's ac

countability before God on the Day of Judgement. 

Whoever professes these beliefs is a Muslim. And all 
the&e concepts are epitomised in the Kalima: "There is 110 

1od but Allah; Muhammad is His Prophet.' 

6 

III 
Major Chancteriatics oflslam 

G.B. Shaw once said:-
••J have always held the religion of Muhammad in high 
estimation because of ita wonderful vitality. It i& the. 
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only religion which appears to me to possess that as
similating capacity to the changing phase of existence 
which can make itself appeal to every age. I have 
studied him-the wonderful man and in my opinion 
far from being an anti-Christ, he must be called ·the 
Saviour of Hwnanity. I believe that if a man like 
him were to assume the dictatorship of the modern 
world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a 
way that would bring it the much needed peace and 
happiness: I have prophesied about the faith of 
Muhammad that it would be acceptable to the Europe 
of tomorrow as it is beginning to be acceptable to the 
Europe of today."••• 

The question is what are those characteristics of Islam 
which won innumerous converts to the faith in the past and 
which make it so appealing to the modern age? Some of the 
major characteristics of Islan1 are given in the following pages. 

1: Simplicity, Rationalism and Practicalism 

Islam is a religion without any mythology. Its teachings 
are'Simplc and intelligible. It is free from superstitutions and 
irrational beliefs. Unity of God, Prophethood of Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) and the concept of life-after-death are 
the basic articles of its faith. They are based on reason and 
sound logic. All the teachings of Islam follow from these 
basic beliefs and are simple and straight-forward. There is no 
heirarchy of priests, no far-fetched abstractions, no compli
cated rites and rituals. Everybody is. to directly approach 
the Dook of God and translate its dictates into practice. 

Islam awakens in man the faculty of reason and exhorts 
him to use hia intellect. It enjoins him to see things in the 
yellow light of reality. The Qur'an advises man to pray: 
"0' my Lord! Advance me in knowledge" (XX: 114). It 
asserts that those who have no knowledge are not an equal to 
those who have (XXXIX: 9), that those who do not observe 
and understand are worse than cattle (VII: 179), that the mean
ings of revelation become manifest to-those "who have know-

•••G.B. Shaw, The Genuine ltlam, Singapure, Vol. I, No.8, 1936. 
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ledge11 (VI: 98) and "who have understanding" (VI: 99) 
that "whosoever has been given knowledge has indeed been 
given an abundant good" (II: 269), that they deserved govern
ment who, among other things, have physical strength coup
led with knowledge (II: 249) and that of all things it is know
ledge by virtue of which man is superior to angels and has 
been made the vicegerent of God on the earth (II: 30). The 
Prophet of Islam said: 

11He who leaves home in search of knowledge walks 
in ~he path of God." 

"To seek knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim 
male and female." 

"Acquire knowledge, because he who a~quires it in 
the way of the Lord performs an act of piety; he who 
speaks of it praises the Lord; he who disseminates it 
bestows alms and he who imparts it to others per
forms an act of devotion to Allah." 

This is how Islam brings man out of the world of super
stition and darkness and initiates him into that of knowledge 
and light. 

Then, Islam is a practical religion and does not indulge 
in empty and futile theorisings. It says that faith is not a mere 
profession of beliefs; it is the '!e~ mainspring ~f .life.. Righ
teous conduct must follow behef m Allah. Rehg10n 1s some
thing to be lived, and not an object of mere lip-praise and 
lip-service. The Qur'an says: 

8 

"Those who believe and act righteously, joy is for 
them, and a blissful home to return to". 

(Al-Qur'an, XIV: 29) 

And Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

"God does not accept belief," if it is not expressed 
in deed; and does not accept deed, if it does not con
f'lrm to belief." 
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Thus, Islam is a simple, rational and practical religion. 

::z: Unity of Matter and Spirit 

A unique feature of Islam is that it does not divide life 
into water-tight compartments of matter and spirit. It re
gards life as a unity. It stands, not for life-denial, but for 
life-fulfilment. Islam does not believe in asceticism. It does 
not ask man to avoid things-material. It holds that spiritual 
elevation is to be achieved by living piously in the rough and 
tumble of life and not by renouncing the world. The Qur'an 
advises us to pray as follows: 

"Our Lord! Give us the good in this fDOrlJ and the 
good in hereafter.'' (Al-Qur'an, II: 201) 

Allah strongly censures those who refuse to enjoy his 
blessings: The Qur'an says:-

"Say (to them): By whose order have you denied your
self those amenities which God has created for His 
people and those good things to eat and use (which He 
made for you)." (Al-Qur'an, VII: 32) 

Islam's injunction is: "Eat and drink, but exceed not 
(and become extravagant)." (Al-Qur'an, VII: 31) 

The Holy Prophet said: 
"The Muslim who lives in the midst of society and 
bears with patience the afflictions that come to him 
is better than the one who shuns society and cannot 
bear any wrong done to him." 

He said: 

"Keep fast and break it (at the proper time) and 
stand in prayer and devotion (in the night) and have 
sleep--for your body has a right over you, and. your 
eyes have a right over you, and your wife has a right 
over you, and the person who pays a visit to you has 
a right over you." 

9 
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On another occasion he said: 

"These three things also enter faith: (a) to help othera, 
even when one is himself economically hard-pressed: 
(b) to pray ardently for the peace of all mankind, and 
(c) to administer justice to one's own self." 

Thus Islam does not admit any separation between 
'material' and 'moral', 'mundane' and 'spiritual' life and en
joins man to devote all his energies to the reconstruction of 
life on healthy foundations. It teaches him that moral and 
material powers must be welded together and that spiritual 
salvation can be achieved by using the material resources for 
the good of man, and not by living a life of asceticism. 

The world has suffered at the hands of the "brilliant" 
onesidedness of many a religion and ideology. Some have laid 
emphasis on the spiritual side of life but have ignored the 
material and the mundane side. Tiley have looked upon the 
world as an illusion, a deception and a trap. On the other hand 
materialistic ideologies have totally ignored the spiritual and 
moral side of life and have dubbed it as fictitious and imaginary. 
Both these attitudes- have spelled disaster. They have robbed 
mankind of peace, contentment and tranquillity. Even today 
the unbalance is manifest. French scientist Dr. De Brogbi 
rightly says:-

"The danger inherent in too intense material civiliza
tion, to sum up, is to that civilization itself; it is the 
disequilibrium which would result if a parallel deve
lopment of the spiritual life were to fail to provide 
the needed balance." 

Christianity erred on one extreme; Modern Civilization 
has erred on the other. According to Lord Snell: 

10 

"We have built a nobly proportioned outer structure, 
but we have neglected the essential requirement of 
an inner order; we have catefully designed, decorated 
and made clean the outside of the cup, but the inside 
was full of extortion and excess; we used our increased 
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knowledge and power to administer to the comforts 
of the body, but we left the spirit impoverished." 

Islam aims at establishing an equilibrium between these 
t \\·o aspects of life: the material and the spiritual. It says that 
everything in the world is for man-but man himself is for the 
Lord: his mission in life is to fulfil the will of God. Its teach
ings cater to the spiritual as well as the temporal needs of man. 
It enjoins man to purify his soul and also to reform the mun
dane life-individual and collective both-and to establish 
right over might and virtue over vice. Thus,· Islam stands 
for the middle path. 

3: A Complete Way of Life 

Islam is not a religion in the common, distorted meaning 
of the word, confining its scope to the private life of man. 
It is a complete way of life, catering to all the fields of human 
existence. Islam provides guidance for all walks of life-in
dividual and social, material and moral, economic and politi
cal, legal and cultural, national and international. The 
Qur'an enjoins man to enter the fold of Islam without any 
reservation and to follow God's guidance in all fields of life. 
In fact it was an unfortunate day when the scope of religion 
was confined to the precincts of the private life "qf man and its 
social and cultural role was reduced to naught. No other 
factor has, perhaps, been more important in causing the decline 
of religion in the modern age than its self~retreat into the realm 
of the private life. In the words of a modem philosopher: 

.. Religion asks us to separate things of God from those 
of Caesar. Sueh a judidal separation between the tU10 
JMans the degrading of both the secular and the 
sat:red • • • • That religion is worth little, if the 
conscience of its followers is not disturbed when 
war clouds are hanging over us all and industrial con
flicts are threatening ilOcial peace. RelicUm luu 
a~eakened man's social conscience and moral sn.si
tifJity by separating the things of God from tMII of 
CusaT." 

II 
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Islam totally denounces this concept of religion and 
clearly states that its objectives are purification of the soul 
and the reform and the reconstruction of the society. Says 
the Qur'an: 

"We verily sent our Messengers with clear proofs and 
revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance 
(i.e. the authority to establish justice}, that mankind 
may observe the right measure; and He revealed iron 
(i.e. coercive power) wherein is mighty power and many 
uses for mankind and that Allah may see who helpeth 
Him and His Messenger though unseen." 

(Al-Qur'an LVII: 25) 

"The command is for none but Allah: He hath com
manded that ye obey none but Him: that is the right 
path.'' (Al-Qur'an, XII: 40) 

"(Muslims are) those who, if We give them power in 
the land, establish the systems of Sa/at (prayers and 
worship) and Zakat (poor-due) and enjoin virtue 
and forbid fJice and evil." (Al-Qur'an XVII: 41) 

The Holy Prophet said:-

"Every one of you is a keep~r: or a shepherd and will 
be questioned about the well-being of his fold. So, 
the Head of the State will be questioned about the well
being of the people of the State. · 

"Every man is a shepherd unto his family and will be 
questioned about the well-being of every member of 
it. Every woman is a shepherd unto the family of her 
husband and will be questioned about the well-being of 
every member thereof. And every servant is a shepherd 
unto his master and will be questioned about the pro
perty of his master." 

Thus even a cursory study of the teachings of Islam shows 
that it is an all-embracing way of life and does not leave out any 
field of human existence to be ruled roughshod by 'satanic 
forces.' 

12 
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4: Balance between Individualism and Collectivism 

Another unique feature of Islam is that it establishes 
a balance between individualism and collectivism. It be
lieves in the individual personality of man and holds every
one personally responsible and accountable to God. It guaran
tees fundamental rights of the individual and does not permit 
any one to tamper with them. It makes the proper development 
of the personality of man as one of the prime objectives of its 
educational policy. It does not subscribe to the view that 
man must loose his individuality in the social-collective or in 
the state. According to the Qur'an: 

"Man shall have nothing but what he strives for." 
(Al-Qur'an, LIII: 40) 

"And whatever suffering ye suffer, it is what your 
hands have wrqught." (Al-Qur'an, XLII: 29) 

"God does not change the condition of a people unless 
they first change that which is in their hearts." 

(Al-Qur'an, XIII: 12) 

"For each is that which it hath earned and against 
each is only that which it hath deserved." 

(Al-Qur'an, II: 286) 

"Unto us are our dee_d and unto you are yours." 
(Al-Qur'an, XXVIII: 55) 

On the other hand, it also awakens a sense of social res
ponsibility in man, organizes human beings in a society and 
a state and enjoins the individual to subscribe to the social 
good. Prayer, in Islam, is offered in congregation which incul
cates social discipline among the Muslims. Everyone is 
enjoined to pay Zakat and it !;las been laid down in the Qur'an 
that: "In their wealth the begger and the destitute have their 
due-right." (Al-Qur'an Ll: 19). Jihad has been made 
obligatory, which means that the individual should, when 
the occasion arises, offer even his life for the defence and pro
tection of Islam and the Islamic state. The Holy Prophet 
said: 
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"All mankind is a fold every member of which shall 
be a keeper or shepherd unto every other, and be ac
countable for the welfare of the entire fold." 

"Live together, do not turn against each other, make 
things easy for others and do not put obstacles in each 
other's way." 

"He is not a believer who takes his fill while his neigh
bour starves.~' 

"The believer in God•is he who is not a danger tQ life 
and property of any other." 

In short, Islam neither neglects the individual nor the 
society-it establishes a harmony and a balance between the 
two and assigns to each its proper due. 

5: Universalism and Humanism 

The message of Islam is for the entire human race. 
God, in Islam, is the God of all the worlds (Al-Qur'an, I: 1) 
and the Prophet is a Messenger for the whole of mankind. 
In the words of the Qur'an: "0 people! I am the Messenger 
of God to you all." (Al-Qur'an VIII: 158), "A warner to all 
the nations." (XXV: 1) and "We have not sent thee but as a 
mercy for all the nations." (XXI: 102) 

In Islam all men are equal, whatever be their colour, 
language, race or nationality. It addresses to the conscience 
of humanity and banishes all false barriers of race, status and 
wealth. There can be no denying the fact that such barriers 
have always existed, and do exist even today in this so-called 
enlightened age. Islam removed all these impediments and 
gave the idea of the entire humanity being the one family of 
God. The Holy Prophet said:-

"All creatures of God form the family of God and he 
is the best loved of God who loveth best His creatures." 

"0 Lord! Lord of my life and of everything in the uni
verse! I affirm that all human beings are brothers unto 
one anQther." 
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"Respect the ways of God and be affectionate to the 
family of God." 

Islam is international in its outlook and approach and does 
not admit barriers and distinctions of the days of ignorance. 
It wants to unite the entire humanity under one banner, and to a 
world tom by national rivalries and feuds, it is a message of 
life and hope and of a glorious future. 

6: Permanence and Change 

Mr. Justice Cardoza has emphatically declared, and 
rightly so : "that the greatest need of our time is a philoso
phy that will mediate between conflicting claims of stability 
and progress and supply a prinCiple of growth." Islam 
presents an ideology which satisfies the demands of stability 
and change both. 

Deeper reftection reveals that neither life is rigid beyond 
change, nor it is change pure and simple. The basic problems 
of life remain the same in all ages and climes, but the ways 
and means to solve them and the techniques of handling the 
phenomenon undergo change with the passage of time. Islam 
provides for both. 

The Qur'an and the Sunnah contain the eternal guidance 
criven by the Lord of the universe. This guidance comes 
from God Who is free from the limitations of 'space' and 'time' 
and as such the principles of individual and social behaviour 
revealed by Him are based on nature and are eternal. But 
God has given us the general principles only and has endowed 
man with the freedom to apply them in every age in the way 
suited to the spirit and conditions of that age. It is through 
Ijtihlul that the men of every age try to implement and apply 
divine guidance to the problems of their times. Thus the 
basic guidance is eternal and permanent while the me'thod 
of its application can change in accordance with the peculiar 
needs of every successive age. That is why Islam always 
remains as fresh and modern as the tomorrow morn. 
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7: Complete Record of Teachings Preserved 

Last, but not the least, is the fact that the teachings of 
Islam are preserved in their original form and God's Guidance 
is available without the change of a jot or title. The Qur'an 
is the revealed book of God which has been in existence for 
the last thirteen hundred years and the Word of God is avait
able in its real form. Detailed accounts of the life of the Pro
phet of Islam and his teachings are available in tht~ir pristine 
purity. There has not been an iota of change in this unique 
historic record. The sayings (Ahadith) and the entire record 
of the life of the Holy Prophet have been handed down to us 
with unprecedented precision and authenticity. Even non
Muslim critics admit this eloquent fact. Professor Reynold 
A. Nicholson in his "Literary History of the Arabs" says: 

" ...... the Koran is an exceedingly human document, 
reflecting every phase of M11hammad's relationship to 
the outward events of his life; so that here we have 
materials of unique and incontestable authority for 
tracing the origin and early development of Islam-sueh 
111lJteritJls as io not exist in case of Budhism or 
Christianity or any other ancient religio11." (p. 143) 

These are some of the unique features of Islam and es
tablish its superiority as the religion of mao-the religion of 
tomorrow. These aspects have appealed to hundreds of 
thousands of people in the past and the present and have made 
them affirm that Islam is the religion of truth and the right 
path for mankind; and this will continue to appeal them in 
the future. Men with pure hearts and sincere longings for 
truth will always continue to say; 

"I affirm that there is none worthy of wonhip except 
Allah, that He is One, with none to associate with; 
and I affirm that Muhammad is His servant and Hia 
Prophet." 

And the following pages present the impressions of eome 
such persons, unfolding the stories of their pilgrimage to 
Islam. 
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SECTION I 
STATESMEN & DIPLOMATS 

AL-HAJ LORD HEADLEY ~FAROOQ 
(England) 

(Peer, Statesman and Author) 

It is possible some of my friends may imagine that I have 
been influenced by- Mahomedans; but this is not the cause; 
for my present convictions are solely the outcome of many 
years of thought. My actual conversations with educated 
Muslims on the subject of religion only commenced a few 
weeks ago, and need I say that I am overJoyed to find that all 
my theories and conclusions are entirely in accord with Islam. 

Conversion, according to the Koran, should come out of 
free choice and spontaneous judgement, and never be attained 
by means of compulsion. Jesus meant the same thing when 
he said to his disciples: "And whosoever shall not receive 
you nor hear you, when ye depart there .... (St. Mark, vi, 2). 

I have known very many instances of zealous Protestants 
who have thought it their duty to visit Roman Catholic homes in 
order to make 'converts' of the inmates. Such irritating and 
unneighbourly conduct is, of course, very obnoxious, and has 
invairably led to much ill-feeling~tirring up strife and tending 
to bring religion into contempt. I am sorry to think that 
Christian missonaries have also tried these methods with their 
Muslim brethren; though, I am at a loss to conceive, why 
should they try to convert those who are already better Chris
tians than they are themselves? I say 'better Christians' ad
visedly, because charity, tolerance and broad-mindedness 
in the Muslim faith come nearer to what Christ himself taught 
than do the somewhat narrow tenets of the various Christian 
Churches. 
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To take one example: the Athnasian Creed, which treats 
the Trinity in a very confusing manner. In this Creed, which 
is very important and deals conclusively with one of the fun
damental tenets of the 'Churches', it is laid down most clearly 
that it represents the Catholic faith, and that if we do not be
lieve it we shall perish everlastingly. Then we are told that 
fO~ must think of the Trinity if we want to be saved - in 
other words that the idea is of a God whom we in one breath 
hail as merciful and almigbty and in the very next• breath whom 
we accuse of injustice and cruelty, qualities which we would 
attribute to the most blood-thirsty human tyrant. As if God, 
Who is before all and above all, would be in any way in
fluenced by what a poor mortal 'thinks of the Trinity'. 

Here is another instance of want of charity. I received 
a letter-i~ was of my leaning towards Islam-in which the 
writer told me that if I did not believe in the Divinity of Christ 
I could not be saved. The question of the Divinity of Christ 
never seemed to me nearly so important as that other question: 
'Did he give God's message to mankind?' Now if I had any 
doubt about this latter point it would worry me a great deal, 
but thank God, I have no doubts, and I hope that my faith in 
Christ and his inspired teachings is as firm as that of any other 
Muslim or Christian. As I have often said before, Islam and 
Christianity, as taught by Christ himself, are sister religions, 
only held apart by dogmas and technicalities which might 
very well be dispensed with. 

In the present day men are prone to become atheists wli.en 
asked to subscribe to dogmatic and intolerant beliefs, and there 
is doubtless a craving for a religion appealing to the intelli
gence as well as to the sentiments of men. Whoever heard of 
a Muslim turning atheist? There may have been some cases, 
but I very much doubt it. 

There are thousands of men-and women, too, I believe 
-who are at heart Muslims, but convention, fear of adverse 
comments, and desire to avoid any worry or change, conspire 
to keep them from openly admitting the fact. I have taken 
the step, thougn I am quite aware that many friends and re
latives now look upon me as a lost soul and past praying for. 
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And yet I am just the same in my beliefs as I was twenty years 
ago; it is the outspoken utterance which has lost me their good 
opinion. 

Having briefly given some of the reasons for adopting 
the teachings of Islam, and having explained that I consider 
myself by that very act a far better Christian than I was before, 
I can only hope that others will follow the example-which I 
honestly believe is a good one--which will bring happiness 
to any one looking upon the step as one in advance rather 
than one in any way hostile to true Christianity. 

Lord Headley nl-Farooq (Rt. Hon. Sir Rowland George Allanson) 
was born in 1855 A.D. and was a leading British peer, statesman 
and author. Educated in Cambridge, he became a peer in 1877, 
served in the army as a captain and later on as Lieut. Colonel in 4th 
Battalion of North Minister Fusiliers. Although an engineer by 
profession he had wide literary tastes. One time he was the editor 
of the "Salisbury Journal". He was also the author of several books, 
most well known amongst them being: A Western Awakening to 
IslAm. Lord Headley embraced Islam on r6th November 1911 and 
adopted the Muslim name of Shaikh Rahmatullah al-Farrooq. The 
Lord was a widely travelled man and he visited India in 1928. 

SPEND IN THE WAY OF ALLAH 

An Islamic Literature Trust has been formed in England 
for the propagation of Islam particularly through the medium 
of distributing Islamic Literature free or at subsidised rate. 
Those who wish to take part in the propagation of IslaiJ' may 
kindly send their donation to : 

The Managing Trustee, 
Islamic Literature Trust, 

P. 0 Box No. 255, 
99· Trinity, Road, 

London, S. W. 17. 

ISLAM· OUR CHOICE 
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MUHAMMAD ASAD 
(Austria) 

Statesman, Journalist and Author 

In 1922 I left my native country, Austria, to travel through 
Mriea and Asia as a Special Correspondent to .some of the 
leading Continental newspapers, and spent from that year 
onward nearly the whole of my time in the Islamic East. My 
interest in the nations with which I came into contact was in 
the beginning that of an outsider only. I saw before me a 
social order and an outlook on life fundamentally different 
from the European; and from the very first there grew in me a 
sympathy for the more tranquil-! should rather say: more 
hwnan-<onception of life, as compared with the hasty, 
mechanised mode of living in Europe. This sympathy 
gradually led me to an investigation of the reasons for 
such a difference, and I became interested in, the religious 
teachings of the Muslims. At the time in question, that in
terest was not strong enough to draw me into the fold of Islam, 
but it opened to me a new vista of a progressive human society, 
organised with a minimum of internal conflicts and a maximum 
of real brotherly feeling. The reality, however, of present
day Muslim life appeared to be very far from the ideal pos
sibilities given in the religious teachings of Islam. What
ever, in Islam, had been progress and movement, had t\lrned, 
among the Muslims, into indolence and stagnation; whatever 
there had been of generosity and readiness for self-sacrifice, 
had become, among the present-day Muslims, perverted into 
narrow-mindedness and love of an easy life. 

Prompted by this discovery and puzzled by the obvious 
incongruency between Once and Now, I tried to approach the 
problem before me from a more intimate point of view: that is, 
I tried to imagine myself as being within the circle of Islam. 
It was a purely intellectual experiment; and it revealed to me, 
within a very short time, the right solution. I realised that 
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SIR ABDULLAH ARCHIBALD HAMILTON 

(England) 

Statesman and Baronet 

Since arriving at an age of discretion, the beauty and the 
simple purity of Islam have always appealed to me. I could 
never, though born and brought up as a Christian, believe in 
the dogmatic aspect of the Church, and have always placed 
reason and commonsense above blind. faith. 

As the time progressed, I wished to be at peace with my 
Creator, and I found that both the Church of Rome and the 
Church of England were of no real use to me. 

In becoming a Muslim I have merely obeyed the dictates 
of my conscience, and have since felt a better and a truer man. 

There is no religion that is so maligned by the ignorant 
and the biased as is Islam; yet if people only knew, it is the 
religion of strong for the weak, the rich for the poor. Hu
manity is divided into three classes. First, those on whom 
God has, out of His bounty, bestowed possessions and wealth; 
secondly, those who have to work to earn their living; and 
lastly, the great army of the unemployed, or those who have 
fallen by the wayside through no fault.of their own. 

Again Islam recognizes genius and individuality. It is 
constructive and not destructive. For example, if a landowner 
who is rich and is not in need of cultivating his land refrains 
from doing so for some time, his property ipso facto becomes 
public property, and according to Islamic Law, passes into 
the hands of the first person who cultivates it. 

Islam strictly forbids its adherents to gamble or to indulge 
in any games of chance. It prohibits all alcoholic drinks and 
interdicts usury, which alone has caused enough sorrow and 
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suffering to mankind. Thus, in Islam, none can take a mean 
advantage of another who is less fortunate. 

We neither believe in fatalism nor in predestination, 
but only in pre-measurement; that is to say the fixity of the 
laws and the intelligence to follow them. 

To us, Faith without Action is a dead-letter; for in itself 
it is insufficient unless we live up to it. We believe in our own 
personal accountability for our actions in this life and the 
Hereafter. \\'e must carry our own cross and none can atone 
for another's sin. 

Islam teaches the inherent sinlessness of man. It teaches 
that man and woman come from the same essence, possess the 
same soul, and have been equipped with equal capabilities 
for intellectual, spiritual and moral attainment. 

I de not think I need say much about the Universal 
Brotherrood of man in Islam. It is a recognized fact. Lord 
and vassal, rich and poor, are all like. I have always found 
that my broth~r Muslims have been the soul of honour and 
that I could believe their word. They have always treated 
me justly, as a man and a brother, and have extended to me 
the greatest hospitality, and I have always felt at home with 
them. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that whereas Islam 
guides humanity in the daily workaday life, the present-day 
so-called Christianity, indirectly in theory and invariably in 
practice, teaches its followers, it would seem, to pray to God 
on Sundays and to prey on His creatures for the rest of the 
week. 

SIR ABDULLAH ARCHIBALD HAMIL TON Bart, fonnerly 
Sir Charles Edward Archibald \\'atkins Hamilton, embraced Islam on 
2oth December 1923. A well-known English statesman, fifth baronet 
of the first (1770) and third baronet of the second creation (1819) Sir 
Abdullah was born on 1oth December 1876. He was a Lieutinent in 
the Royal Defence Corp. and was also the President of the Selsy 
Conservative Association. 
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MUHAMMAD ALEXANDER RUSSEL WEBB 
(U.S.A.) 

Diplomat, Authot & Journalist 

I have been requested to tell you why .J, an American, 
hom in a country which is nominally Christian, and reared 
under the drippings, or more properly perhaps the drivelling, 
of an orthodox Presbyterian pulpit, came to adopt the faith 
of Islam as my guide in life. I might reply promptly and 
truthfully that I adopted this religion because I found, after 
protracted study, that it was the best and only system adapted 
to the spiritual needs of humanity. And here let me say 
that I was not born as some boys seem to be, with a fervently 
religious strain in my character. When I reached the age of 
20, and became practically my own master, I was so tired of 
the restraint and dullness of the Church, that I wandered away 
from it and never returned to it ... Fortunately I was of an 
enquiring tum of mind-I wanted a reason for everything, 
and I found that neither laymen nor clergy E:ould give me any 
rational explanation of this faith, but either told me that such 
things were mysterious or that they were beyond my compre
hension. About eleven years ago I beca~e interested in the 
study of Oriental religions .. I saw Mill imd Locke, Kant, 
Hegel, Fichte, Huxley, and many other more or less learned 
writers discoursing with a great show of wisdom concerning 
protoplasm and monads, and yet not one of them could tell me 
what the soul was or what became of it after death ... ! have 
spoken so much of myself in order to show you that my 
adoption of Islam was not the result of misguided sentiment, 
blind credulity, or sudden emotional impulse, but it was born 
of earnest, honest, persistent, unprejudiced study and investi
gation and an intense desire to know the truth. 

The essence of the true faith of tslam is resignation to 
the will of God and its comer stone is prayer. It reaches 
universaJ fraternity, universal love, and universal benevolmce, 

www.pathagar.com



and requires purity of mind, purity of action, purity of speech 
and perfect physical cleanliness. It, beyond doubt, is the 
simplest and most elevating form of religion known to man. 

MUHAMMAD ALEXANDER RUSSEL WEBB was born in 
1846 at Hudson, Colwnbia county, New York, Educated at Hudson 
and New York he became an essayist and a short-story writer. He 
took to journalism and became the editor of St. Jospeh Gazette and 
of Missouri Republican. In 1887 he was appointed United States 
Consul at Manila, Phillipines. It was during this assignment that 
he studied Islam and joined its fold. After becoming Muslim he 
extensively toured the world of Islam and devoted the rest of his life 
to Missionary work. He also became the head of the Islamic Propa
ganda Mission in U.S.A. Mr. Webb died on 1st Octobn 1916. 
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SIR JALALUDDIN LAUDER BRUNTON 
(England) 

Statesman and Baronet 

I am deeply grateful for this opportunity of saying a few 
words as to why I embraced Islam. I was reared under the 
influence of Christian parents. At an early age I became in
terested in theology. I associated myself with the Church 
of England, and took an interest in Mission work without an 
actual active part in it. Some years ago I gave my attention 
to the doctrine of "Eternal Torment'.! of all mankind except a 
few elect. It became so abhorrent to me that I almost became 
a sceptic. I reasoned that, a God that would use His power 
to create human beings whom He foreknew and predestinated 
should be Eternally Tormented, could be neither wise, just, 
nor loving. His standard would he lower than that of many 
men. I continued, however, to believe in the existence of 
God, but was not willing to accept the commonly understood 
teachings of God's revelation of Himself to men. I then tur
ned my attention to the investigation of other religions, only 
to feel myself baffled. 

An earnest desire to worship and serve the True God 
grew in me. The creeds of Christianity claim to be founded 
on the Bible, but I found these to be conflicting. Is it possible 
that Bible and the teaching of Jesus Christ had been misre
presented? So, I turned my attention again to the Bible and 
determined to make a careful study, and I felt that there was 
something wanting. 

I determined to strike out for myself ignoring 
the creeds of men. I began to teach that men possessed 
a "Soul", and an "Unseen Force" which was immortal, that 
sins were punished both in this world and in the next, that God 
in His Goodness and Mercy was ever ready to forgive our 
sins if we only were truly repentant. 
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Realising the necessity of living up to the Truth and 
digging deep, so that I may find the "pearl of great price", 
I again devoted my time to the study of Islam. There was 
something in Islam which appealed to me at this time. In an 
obscure and almost unknown corner of the village of Ichhra 
I was devoting my time and service to God's glory amongst 
the lowest classes of society with the earnest desire to uplift 
them to the knowledge of the True and only God, and to instil 
a feeling of brotherhood and cleanliness. 

It is not my intention to tell you as to how I laboured 
amMgst these people, nor what were the sacrifices I had un
der-taken nor the extreme hardships I had undergone. I 
was simply going on with a singleness of purpose to benefit 
these classes both physically and morally. 

I eventually took up the study of the life of Prophet 
Muhammad. I knew very little of what he did, but I knew 
and felt that the Christians with one voice condemned the 
celebrated Prophet of Arabia.- I was now determined to 
look into the matter without the spectacles of bigotry and 
malice. After a little time I found that it was impossible to 
doubt the earnestness of his search after Truth and God. 

I felt that it is wrong, in the extreme, to condemn this 
Holy Man after reading his great achievements for humanity. 
People who were wild idol-worshippers, living in crime, filth 
and nakedness, he taught them how to dress, filth was re
placed by cleanliness, and they acquired personal dignity and 
self-respect, hospitality became a religious duty, their idols 
were destroyed and they worship the True and only one God. 
Islam became the most powerful Total Abstinence Association 
in the world. And many other good works were accomplished 
which are too numerous to be mentioned. In the face of all 
this and his own purity of mind, how sad to think that such a 
Holy Messenger of God should be run down by the Christians. 
I became deeply thoughtful, and during my moments of medi
tation an Indian gentleman named Mian Amiruddin came on a 
visit, and strangely enough it was he who fanned the fire of 
my life into a flame. I pondered over the matter a great deal; 
brought one argument after the other bearing upon the Chris-
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tians' present day religion and I concluded in favour ollllana, 
feeling convinced of its truth, simplicity, toleration, aincerity 
and brotherhood. 

I have now but a little time to live upon this nrth and 
I mean to devote my all to Islam. 

Sir Jalaluddin Laudj!r Brunton was educated at OUord Univenity. 
He was an English Baronet .and a public man of wide repute. 

TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 

By 
Abut Ala Maudoow 

Translated and Edited by Khurshid Ahmad 

This small book is a concise and authoritative introduction 
of Islam and contains a brief but lucid discussion over the 
principles of the Islamic ideology from the pen of one of the 
greatest thinkers of the Muslim world. It provides all those 
persons - Muslims and non-Muslims - who have no access 
to the original sources of Islam, with a comprehensive and all
embracing view of Islam as a way of life. The chief merit of 
the book is that it portrays the entire picture of Islam jn one 
perspective and above all does not merely present what M~s
lims believe in and stand for, but also shows why they believe 
in what they believe in. It is a first primer of Islam, a clear 
exposition of its beliefs 'and modes of worship, and a lucid 
presentation of the basic outliners of lslan1ic law and culture. 

The book has been published in seven languages and more 
than I,Io,ooo copies have been sold so far. 

Available from 
International Islamic Publications Ltd. 

P.O. Box No. 255 
Trinity Road, London S.W. 17. 

7th edition Price: Rs. 4/8/- Postage Extra 
5 sh. , •• 
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MUHAMMAD AMAN HOBOHM 

(Germany) 

Diplomat, ·Missionary and Social Worker 

Why Do Westemers embrace Islam ? There are various 
reasons for it. In the first place, truth always has its 
force. The basic tenets of Islam are so rational, so natural 
and so appealing that an honest truth-seeker cannot help being 
impressed by them. To take, for example, the belief in mono
theism. How it raises the dignity of man and how it frees us 
from the grip of superstition! How naturally it leads to the 
equality of men, for all have been created by the same God 
and all are servants of the same Lord. For the Germans, 
in particular, the belief in God is a source of inspiration, a 
source of fearless courage and a source of the feeling of security. 
Then the idea of a life after death turns the tables. Life in 
this world remains no more the main objective, an4 great 
part of human energy is devoted to the betterment of the 
Hereafter. The faith in the Day of Judjgement automatically 
spurs a man to give up misdeeds, for good deeds alone can 
ensure eternal salvation, although the wrong deeds may pros
per here for a limited period. The belief that none can escape 
the consequences of the judgement of a Just, Impartial and 
Omniseient Lord makes one think twice before one does 
anything wrong and surely this internal check is more cllective 
than the most efficient police in the world. 

Another thing that attracts foreigners to Islam is its em
phasis on tolerance. Then the daily prayers teach one punc
tuality and the one month of fasting enables one to exercise 
self-control over oneself and without doubt punctuality and 
self-discipline are two of the most important attributes of a 
good man and a great man. 

Now comes the real achievement of Islam. It is the 
only ideology which has succeeded in instilling in its followers 
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the spirit o£ observin_g the ethical and moral limitations with
out external compulsiOn. For a Muslim knows that, wherever 
he is, he is being observed by God. This belief keeps him 
away from sin. As man is naturally inclined towards good
ness, Islam also offers peace oLmind and, heart-and this is 
what is totally absent from the Western o;ociety of today. 

I have lived under different systems of life and have h:id 
the opportunity of studying various ideologies, but have 
come to the conclusion that none is as perfect as Islam. 

Communism has its attractions, so have secular demo
cracy and Nazism. But none has got a complete code of a 
noble life. Only Islam has it, and that is why good men 
embrace it. 

Islam is not theoretical; it is practical. Islam is not a 
departmental affair; it means complete submission to the will 
of God. 

ISLAMIC DIARY AND CALENDAR 

A beautifully bound diary will be published every year 
giving_ Muslim 'dates along with international dates. It will 
carry sayings of holy Prophet and extracts from the holy 
Qur'an on each page. A fit present for any occasion from 
a Muslim to a Muslim. An Islamic calendar will also be made 
availablf' 

Please contact for in£onnation : 
International Islamic Publications Ltd. 

P.O. Box No. 255 
99, Trinity Road, London S.W. 17. 

Diary 7 sh. Postage Extra 
Calender 5 sh. ,. ,. 

ISLAM· OUR CHOICE 
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SECTION II 
SCIENTISTS, SCHOLARS & WRITERS 

PROFESSOR HAROON MUSTAPHA LEON 
(England) 

Etymologist, Geologist & Author 

One of the glories of Islam is that it is founded upon rea
son, and that it never demands from its followers an abne
gation of that important mental faculty. Unlike certain 
other faiths, which insist upon their votaries implicity ac
cepting certain dogmas without independent inquiry, but 
simply on the authority of "The Church". Islam courts 
iny_uiry and counsels its disciples to study, search and investi
gate prior to acceptation. The Holy Prophet, of ever-blessed 
memory, said: 

"Allah hath not created anything better than reason, 
the benefits which Allah giveth are on its account, 
and understanding is begotten of it." 

On another occasion he said: 

"Verily, I tell you, a man may have performed prayers, 
fasts, charity, pilgrimage and all other good works, 
b1,1t he will not be rewarded but by the manner in which 
he hath used and applied his reason." 

The parable of the 'Talents' narrated by Saiyiddena 
'Issa', i.e. Jesus (on whom be peace) is in strict accordance 
with Islamic doctrine, as also is the maximum: 'Prove all 
things; hold fast to that which is good.' The similitude of 
those who follow blindly and who neglect to use the intel
ligence which the Divine Giver, of all good, hath bestowed 
upon them, is declared in the imperishable pages of Al-Qur'an 
(Sura 52: Al-Jumm'a -'The Assembly') to be that of 'an ass 
laden with books.' 
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The noble and learned Caliph, Hunt Ali (on whom be 
peace) said: 

"The world is darkness; knowledgr is light; but knew
ledge without truth is a mere shadow." 

Muslims believe that Islam is a term synonymous with 
truth, and that under the glorious and ever-brilliant sun- of 
lalam, by the light of reason and knowledge, truth can be 
obtained but in order to obtain that knowledge, and thus 
attain that truth, man must use his reasoning faculties. 

A most poignant pronouncement on this question was 
given by our Holy Prophet only a few days prior to his de
cease. 

There he lay, the last and greatest of the grand chain 
of mighty men whom Allah, in His everlasting mercy'. and com
passion, had sent to the world as inspired messenger of truth 
and of righteousness, his saintly head pillowed upon Hazrat 
'Ayesha's loving knee. 

The true believers of Medina, old and young, men and 
women-nay, even the children-had gathered, in loving 
sympathy there around th~ mat whereon lay Mustapha Al
amin, the chosen, the faithful, ar-Rasul-Allah. Tear_s glis
tened in their eyes, and coursed down the chc:c:ks of even the 
most grizzled and valiant of the veteran warriors of Islam. 
Their leader, their friend, their beloved pastor, and, above 
all, their Prophet, he who had led them from the darkness of 
ignorance and superstition into the radiant brightness of 
the truth, had brought them into Islam, the habitation of peace, 
was about to pass from them. No wonder, then, that their 
eyea became fountain of tara, and their hearu were heavy 
and oppressed. 

In the agony of distress, almost of despair, one exclaimed: 
"0 Prophet of Allah, thou art ill, thou mayest die, then what 
is to become of us?" 

"You have Al-Qur'an" said Allah's Messenger. 
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"Oh, yes, Rasul-Allah, but even with that enlightening 
book and unerring guide before us, we have had at times to 
ask from yc,u advice, counsel, and instruction, and if you are 
taken from us, 0 Prophet, who is there to be our guide?" said 
the companions. 

"Do as I did and as I have said," was the reply. 

"But, 0 Prophet, after you have gone fresh circumstances 
may arise which could not have arisen during thy blessed 
lifetime; what are we to do then? And what are they to do 
who follow us?" 

The Prophet slowly raised his illustrious and saintly 
head, and with the lurid light of prophecy and inspiration 
shining radiantly from his noble eyes exclaimed: "Allah hath 
given to every man as a personal monitor, a conscience and 
as a guide, his reason; then, use them in respect of all things 
and Allah's blessing will ever guide you ·aright." 

The Late PROFESSOR HAROON MUSTAPHA LEON, M.A., 
Ph.D., LL.D., F.S.P., accepted Islam in 188:z. He wns a Fellow and 
Honorary Member of many learned societies in Europe and America. 
He was an able Philologist, and was at that time contributing a series 
of articles on the "Etymology of the Man's Language" to the 'Isle 
of Man E:ocaminer'. His services to this important branch of science 
had frequently been recognised by learned bodies. The Potomac 
University (U.S.A.) conferred upon him the degree of M.A. Dr. 
Leon was also an earnest geologist. He frequently lectured on scien
tific and literary subjects before learned and other societies. He 
9ccupied the important position of Secretaire-General of "La Socktt 
lnternationale de Philologie, Sciences et Beara-Arts" (founded 
1875) and was the Editor of "The Philomathe" a scientific magazine, 
published from London. Dr. Leon received many decorations from 
Sultan Abdul Hamid Khan, the late Shah, and the Emperor 
of Austria. · 
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ALI SELMAN BENOIST 

(FraDce) 

Doctor of Medicine 

As a Doctor of Medicine, and a descendant of a French 
Catholic family, the very choice of my profession has given 
me a solid scientific culture which had prepared me very little 
for a mystic life. Not that I did not believe in God, but 
that" the dogmas and rites of Christianity in general and of 
Catholicism in particular never permitted me to feel His 
presence. Thus my unitary sentiment for (}od forbade my 
accepting the dogma of the Trinity, and consequently of the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ. 

Without yet knowing Islam, I was already believing in 
the first part of the Kalima, La ilah ilia '1-Lah (There is 
but One God), and in these verses of the Qur'an: 

"Say : He, the God, is One; God is an absolute unity; 
He never begot, nor was He begotten; and there is 
none equal to Him." (Al-Quran C XII: 1-4) 

So, It was first of all for metaphysical reasons that I 
adhered to Islam. Other reasons, too, prompted me to do 
that. For instance, my refusal to accept Catholic priests, 
who, more or less, claim to possess on behalf of God the power 
of forgiving the sins of men. Further, I could never admit 
the Catholic rite of Communion, by means of the host (or 
holy bread), representing the body of Jesus Christ, a rite 
which seems to me to belong to totemistic practices of pri
mitive peoples, where the body of the ancestral totem, the 
taboo of the living ones, had to be consumed after his death, 
in order better to assimilate his personality. Another point 
which moved me away from Christianity was the absolute 
silence which it maintains regarding bodily cleanliness, parti-
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cularly before prayers, which has always seemed to me to be 
an outrage against God. For if He has given us a soul, He 
has also given us a body, which we have no right to neglect. 
The same silence could be observed, and this time mixed 
with hostility with regard to the physiological life of the human 
being, whereas on this point Islam seemed to me to be the only 
religion in accord with human nature. ' 

The essential and definite element of my conversion to 
Islam was the Qur'an. I began to study it, before my con
version, with the critical spirit of a Western intellectual, and I 
owe much to the magnificent work of Mr. Malek Bennabi, 
entitled Le Phenomene Coranique, which convinced me 
of its being divinely re*ealed. There are certain verses of 
this book, the Qur'an, revealed more than thirteen centuries 
ago, which teach exactly the same notions as the most modern 
scientific researches do. This definitely convinced me, and 
converted me to the second part of the Kalima, 'Muhammad 
al-Rasul 'al-Lah' (Muhanunad is the Messenger of God). 

This was my reason for presenting myself on 2oth Feb
ruary 1953 at the mosque in Paris, where I declared my faith 
in Islam and was registered there as a Muslim by the Mufti 
of the Paris Mosque, and was given the Islamic name of 
'Ali Selman'. 

I am very happy in my new faith, and proclaim once 
again: 

"I bear witness that there is but one God, and I bear 
witness that Muhammad is God's servant and Messen
ger." 

SAYINGS OF THE HOLY PROPHET 
(May AIJIJJa's peau arul hk11ing1 he on hiM) 

KNOWLEDGE 
He dieth not who taketh to learning. 
An hour's contemplation is better than a year's adoration. 
Wisdom (learning) is the stray camel of the faithful ; 

take hold of it wherever ye come across it. 
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DR. UMAR ROLF BARON EHRENFELS 
(Austria) 

Professor of Anthropology 

. The essential features of Islam which impressed me most 
and attracted me to this great religion are as follows:-

(I) The Islamic teaching of successive revelation im
plies in my opinion the following: The source from which 
all the great world religions sprang is one. The founders of 
these great paths, prepared for peace-seeking mankind, gave 
witness to one and the same basic divine teaching. Accep
tance .of one of these paths means search for Truth in Love; 

(2) Islam,· in essence, means peace in submission to the 
Eternal Law. 

(3) Islam is, historically speaking, the last rounded among 
the great world religions on this planet. 

(4) Prophet Muhammad is the messenger of Islam and 
is thus the last in the sequence of great religious world-pro
phets. 

( 5) The acceptance of Islam and the path of the Muslims 
by a member of an older religion thus means as little rejection 
of his former religion, as for instance the acceptance of Bud
dha's teachings meant the rejection of Hinduism to the Indian 
co-nationals of Buddha. It was only later that schools of 
thought within Hinduism r.:jected the Buddhist way as here
tical. The differences of religions are man-made. The 
unity is divine. The teachings of the Holy Qur'an stress. this 
basic unity. To witness it, means acceptance of a spiritual 
fact which is common to all men and women. 

(6) The spirit of human brotherhood under the all-encom
passing cHvine fatherhood is much stressed in Islam and not 
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hampered by concepts of racialism or sectarianism, be it of 
linguistic, historic-traditionalistic, or even dogmatic nature. 

(7) This concept of divine fatherly love, however, in
cludes also the motherly aspect of Divine love, as the two 
principal epithets of God indicate: Al-Rahman- Al-Rahim, 
both being derived from the Arabic root rhm. The symbolic 
meaning of this root equals Goethe's Das Ewi11g-Weibliclu! 
Zieht uns hina11, whilst its primary meaning is womb. . 

In this spirit the Church of Hagia Sophia at Constanti
nople has been made the principal source from which the 
great Muslim architects in the Near East took their insptra
tion when building mosques like that of Sultan Ahmad or 
Muhammad Fatih at Istanbul. 

In this spirit the prophet gave these unforgetable words 
to his followers : 

"P.aradise lies at the feet of the Mother." 

Born as the only aon of the late Baron Christian Ehrenfels, the 
founder of the modern structural (Gestalt) Psychology in Austria, 
Rolf Freiherr von Ehrenfels felt already as a child a deep attraction 
towards the East in general and towards the world of Islam in parti
cular. His sister, the Austrian poetess Imma von Bodmershof, des
cribed this phase in her contribution to Islamic Literature, Lahore 
1953. As a young man Ehrenfels travelled in the Balkan countries 
and Turkey, where he used to join prayers in mosques, (though a 
Christian) and was hospitably accepted by Turkish Albanian, Greek 
and Yogoslav Muslims. His interest in Islam increased by and by and 
Ehrenfels accepted Islam in 1927 and took on Umar as his Muslim 
name. He visited Indo-Pakistan sub-continent in 1932 and took 
particular interest in the cultural-historical problems connected with 
the status and position of women. After his return to Austria, Baron 
Umar specialised in the study of anthropoligical problems of Mati
lineal Civilizations in India. The OUord University Press published 
his first anthropological book (Osmania University Series, Hyderabad, 
Deccan, 1941) on this subject. 

When Austria was overrun by the Nazis in 1938 Baron Umar 
again went to India, worked in Hyderabad at the invitation of the late 
Sir Akbar Hydari and carried on anthropological field-work in South 
India and with the support of the Wenner-Gem Foundation, New 
York, in Assam. Since 1949 he has been Head of the Department 
of Anthropology at the University of Madras and was awarded the 
S.C. Roy Golden Medal for original contributions to social and cul
tural Anthropology by the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1949· 
His numerous scientific and Islamic publications also include an 
illustrated two-velum e work on Indian and General Anthropology, 
''1/m-ul-Aqwam" (Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu, Delhi, 1941) and a 
tribal monograph on the "Kadar of Cochin" (Madras 1952) 

www.pathagar.com



DR. ABDUL KARIM GERMANUS 
(Hungary) 

Professor of Oriental Studies 

It was on a rainy afternoon in my adolescence that I 
was persusing an old illustrated review. Currept events ming
led with fiction, and descriptions of far-off countries, varied in 
its pages. I turned the leaves indifferently for a while when 
suddenly a wood-cut arrested my eyes. The picture represen
ted flat-roofed houses from among which here and there round 
cupolas rose gently into the dark sky enlivened by the crescent. 
The shadow of men squatting on the roof clad in fantastic 
robes stretched out in mysterious lines. The picture caught 
my imagination. It was so different from the usual European 
landscapes: it was an Oriental scene, somewhere in the Ara
bian East, where a story-teller told his gaudy tales to a bur
noused audience. It was so realistic that I fancied I could 
hear his melodious voice as he entertained us, his Arab list
ners on the roof and me, a sixteen-year-old student sitting in a 
soft arm-chair in Hungary. I felt an irresistible yearning to 
know that light which fought with the darkness in the picture. 

I began to learn Turkish. It soon dawned upon me that 
the literary Turkish language contains only a small amount of 
Turkish words. The poetry is enriched by Persian, the prose 
by Arabic elements. I sought to mastt:r all the three, in order 
to enter that spiritual world which spread such a brilliant 
light on humanity. 

During a summer vacation I was lucky to travel to Bosnia, 
the nearest Oriental country adjacent to ours. As soon as I 
settled in a hotel I dashed forth to see living Muslims, whose 
Turkish language had only beckoned to me through its intri
cate Arabic script from the pages of grammar books. It was 
night, and in the dimly-lit streets I soon discovered a humble 
cafe in which on low straw stools a couple of Bosnians enjoyed 
their kayf. They wore the traditional bulging trousers kept 
straight at the waist by a broad belt bristling with daggers. 
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Their headgear and the unfamiliar costume lent them an 
air of truculence. It was with a throbbing heart that I entered 
the kahu.Jel<hame and timidly sat down in a distant corner. 
The Bosnians looked with curious eyes upon me and I sud
denly remembered all the bloodcurdling stories read in fana
tical books about 1\luslim intolerance. I noticed that they 
were whispering among themselves and their topic was my 
unexpected presence. My childish imagination flared up in 
horror; they surely intended to draw their daggers on the in
truding 'infidel'. I wished I could safely get out of this threa
tening environment, but I dared not budge. 

In a few seconds the waiter brought me a cup of fragrant 
coffee and pointed to the frightening group of men. I turned 
a fearful face towards them when one made a gentle salaam 
towards me accompanied with a friendly smile. I hesitatingly 
forced a smile on my trembling lips. The imagined 'foes' 
slowly rose and approached my little table. What now?
my throbhing heart inquired-will they oust me? A second 
salaam followed and they sat around me. One of them offered 
me a cigarette and at its flickering light I noticed that their 
martial attire hid a hospitable soul. I gathered strength and 
addressed them in my primitive Turkish. It acted !ike a 
magic wand. Their faces lit up in friendliness akin to affec
tion-instead of hostility t~ey invited me to their homes; 
instead of the falsely anticipated daggers they showered bene
volence upon me. This was my first personal meeting with 
Muslims. 

Years had come and passed in a rich variety of events; 
travels and study. Each opened new vistas before my curious 
eyes. I crossed all the countries of Europe, studied at the 
University of Constantinople, admired the historic beauties 
of Asia Minor and Syria. I had learnt Turkish, Persian and 
Arabic, and gained the chair of Islamic studies at the Univer
sity of Budapest. All the dry and tangible knowledge tha 
was hoarded up through centuries, all the thousands pages 
of learned books I had read with eager eyes-but my soul 
remained thirsty. I found Ariadne's thread in the books of 
learning, but I yearned for the evergreen garden of religious 
experience. 

My brain was satiated but my soul remained thirsty. 
I had to divest myself of much of that learning I had gathered, 
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in order to regain it through inner experience, ennobled in 
the fire of suffering, as the crude iron which the pain of sud
den cold tempers into elastic steel. 

One night Prophet Muhammad appeared before me. 
His long beard was reddened with henna, his robes were simple 
but very exquisite, and an agreeable scent emanated from them. 
His eyes glittered with a noble fire and he addressed me with 
a manly voice, "Why do you worry? The straig.ht path is 
before you, safely spread out like the face of the earth; walk 
on it with trusty treads, with the strength of Faith." 

''0 Messenger of God", I exclai[;,_t:d in my feverish dream 
in Arabic, "it is easy for you, who are beyond, who have con
quered all foes when hea,·enly admonition has started you 
on your path and your efforts have been crowned with glory. 
But I have yet to suffer, and who knows when I shall find rest?" 

He looked sternly at me and then sank into thought, 
but after a while he again spoke. His Arabic was so clear that 
every word rang like silver bells. This prophetic tongue 
which incorporateri God's commands now weighed upon my 
breast with a crushing load; 'A lam naj'all'l-Arda mihadan 
-Have We not set the earth as a couch, and the mountains 
as stakes, and created you in pairs, and made your sleep for 
rest .••• I 

"I cannot sleep." I groaned with pain. "I cannot solve 
the mysteries which are covered by impenetrable veils. Help 
me, Muhammad, 0 Prophet of God! help me!" 

A fierce interrupted cry broke forth from my throat. 
I tossed chokingly under the burden of the nightmare-! 
feared the wrath of the Prophet. Then I felt as if I had drop
ped into the deep-and suddenly I awoke. The blood 
knocked in my temples, my body was 'bathed in sweat, my 
every limb ached. A deadly silence enveloped me, and I felt 
very sad and lonely. 

The next Friday witnessed a curious scene in the huge 
Jwna' Masjid of Delhi. A fair-haired pale-faced stranger 
elbowed his way, ac,companied by some elders, through the 
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thronging crowd of believers. I wore an Indian dress, on 
my head a small Rampuri cap, I put on my breast the Turkish 
orders, presented to me by previous sultans. The believers 
gazed at me in astonishment and surprise. Our small party 
paced straight on to the pulpit, which had been surrounded by 
the learned, respectable elders, who received me kindly with a 
loud salaam. I sat down near the mimhar (pulpit) and let my 
eyes gaze on the beautifully ornamented front of the mosque. 
In its middle arcade wild bees had built their nests and swar
med undisturbed around it. 

Suddenly the adhan (call to prayers) was sounded and 
the mukahbirs, standing on different spots of the courtyard, 
forwarded the cry to the farthest nook of the mosque. Some 
four thousand men rose like soldiers at this heavenly conunand, 
rallied in close rows and said the prayer in deep devotion - I 
one among them. It was an exalting moment. Mter the 
Khutba (sermon) had been preached, 'Abdul Hayy took me 
by my hand and conducted me to the mimbar, I had to walk 
warily so as not to step on someone squatting on the ground. 
The great event had arrived. I stood at the steps of the mimhar. 
The huge mass of men began to stir. Thousands of turbaned 
heads turned into a flowery meadow, curiously murmuring 
towards me. Grey-bearded 'ulama (Savants) encircled me and 
stroked me with their encouraging looks. They inspired an 
unusual steadfastness into me, and without any fever. or 
fear I slowly ascend to the seventh step of the mimhar. 
From above I surveyed the interminable crowd, which 
waved below me like a living sea. Those who stood after 
stretched their necks towards me, and this seemed to set the 
whole courtyard in motion. '1l1a'sha Allah' exclaimed some 
nearby, and warm, affectionate looks radiated from their eyes'. 

"Ayyuh al-Saadaat al-Kiram," I started in Arabic
'1 came from a distant land to acquire knowledge which 
I could not gain at home. I came to you for inspiration 
and you responded to the call'. I then proceeded and spoke 
of the task Islam had played in the world's history, of the 
miracle God has wrought with His Prophet. I explained 
on the decline of present-day Muslims and of the means 
whereby they, could gain ascendancy anew. It is a Muslim 
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saying that all depends on God's wiU, but the Holy Qur'an says 
that 'God betters not the condition of people unless they 
improve themselves'. I built my speech on this Qur'anic 
sentence and wound up with the praise of pious life, and the 
fight against wickedness. 

Then I sat down. I was aroused from the magnetic 
trance of my speech by a loud 'Allahu Akbar', shouted from 
every nook and corner of the place. The thrill was over
whelming, and I hardly remember anything but that Aslam 
called me from the mimbar, took me by the arm and dragged 
me out of the mosque. 

"Why this hurry?" I a.'lked. 

Men stood before me and embraced me. Many a poor 
suffering fellow looked with imploring eyes on me. They ask
ed for my blessing and wanted to kiss my head. "0 God! 
I exclaimed, 'don't allow innocent souls to lift me above them! 
I am a worm from among the worms of the earth, a wanderer 
towards the light, just as powerless as the other miserable 
creatures.' The sighs and hopes of those innocent people 
ashamed me as if I had stolen or cheated. What a terrible 
burden it must be for a statesman, in whom people confide, 
from whom they hope for assistance and whom they consider 
to be better than themselves!" 

Aslam liberated me from the embraces of my new bre
thren, put me in a tonga and drove me home. 

The next day and the following ones people flocked to 
congratulate me and I gathered so much warmth and ~pirit 
from their affection as will suffice me for a lifetime. 

AL-HAJ DR. ABDUL KARIM GERMANUS is a weU known 
Orientalist of Hungary and is a scholar of world repute. He visited 
India between the wars and for sometime was also associated with 
Tagore's University Shanti Nalutlm. Later on he came to :Jamia 
Milli4 Delhi. It was here that he embraced Islam. Dr. Germanua is 
linguist and an authority on Turkish language and literature and it 
was through oriental studies that he came to Islam. At present Dr. 
Abdul Karim Germanus is working as Professor and Head of the De
partment of Oriental and Islamic Studies at the Budapest University, 
Hungary. 
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DR. HAMID MARCUS 

(Germany) 

Scientist, Author & Journalist 

As a child I had felt an inner urge to learn all I could 
aboqt Islam, and I had carefully studied an old Qur'an trans
lation which I had found in the library of my home town and 
which dated back to 1750. It was the edition from which 
Goethe also drew his knowledge of Islam. At that time I 
had been deeply struck by the absolutely rationalistic and at 
the same time imposing composition of the Islamic teachings. 
I had also been very much impressed by the gigantic spiritual 
revolution which they evoked in the Islamic nations of that 
time. Later, in Berlin, I had the opportunity of working 
together with Muslims and listening to the enthusiastic and 
inspiring commentaries which the founder of the first German 
Muslim Mission at Berlin and builder Qf the Berlin Mosque, 
gave on the Holy Qur'an. Mter years ci( active co-operation 
with this outstanding personality and his spiritual exertions, 
I embraced Islam. Islam supplemented my own ideas by 
some of the most ingenious conceptions of mankind ever 
thought of. The belief in God is something sacred to the 
religion of Islam. But it does not proclaim dogmas which 
are incompatible with modern science. Thercf6re there are 
no conflicts between belief on the one hand and science on the 
other. This fact is naturally a unique and enormous advan
tage for a man who participated to the best of his ability in 
scientific research. The second advantage is that the religion 
of Islam is not an idealistic teaching which runs along blindly 
beside life as it is, but that it preaches a system which actually 
influences the life of a human being .... the laws of Islam are 
not compulsory regulations which restrict personal freedom, 
but di:Fections and guida which enable a wd.l-contrived free
dom. 

Throughout the years I have noticed timer and again with 
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deepest satisfaction that Islam holds the golden mean between 
individualism and socialism, between which it forms a con
necting link. As it is unbiased and tolerant, it always appre
ciates the good, wherever it may happen to come across it. 

DR. HAMID MARCUS was also the editor of Moslemische 
Revue, Berlin. 

THE HOLY QURAN 

There have been many translations of Holy-Quran by 
Western Orientalists, but unfortunately none without bias 
and prejudice. Here is an authentic translation of Holy-Quran 
by the renowned Muslim author Maulana Yusuf Ali. 

Available 'from, 
International Islamic Publications Ltd. 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 

P.O. Box No. 255, 
99· Trinity Road, 
London, S.W.17. 

Price 12 sh. 
Rs. 10 

Postage Extra 
,. :s 
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WILLIAM BURCHELL BASHYR PICKARD 
(England) 

Author, Poet and Novelist 

"Every child is born with a disposition towards the 
natural religion of obedience (i.e. Islam); it is the 
parents who make him a Jew, A Christian or a 
Magian."-a saying of Muhammad. 

Having been born in Islam it was a good many years . 
before I realized this fact. 

At school and college I w~ occupied, perhaps too inten
sely, with the affairs and demands of the passing moment. 
I do not consider my career of those days brilliant, but it was 
progressive. Amid Christian surroundings I was taught the 
good life, and the thought of God and of worship and of righ
teousness was pleasant to me. If I worshipped anything it 
was nobility and courage. Coming down from Cambridge, 
I went to Central Africa, having obtained an appoinuncnt in 
the administration of the Uganda Protectorate. There I had 
an interesting and exciting existence beyond what, from 
England, I had everdreamt, and was compelled by circum
stances, to live amongst the black brotherhood of humanity, to 
whom I may say I became endearingly attached by reasons of 
their simple joyous outlook upon life. The East had al
ways attracted me. At Cambridge I read the Arabian Nights. 
Alone in Mrica I read the Arabian Nights, and the wild 
roaming existence I passed in the Uganda Protectorate did 
not make the East less dear to me. 

Then upon my placid life broke in the First World War. 
I hastened homewards to Europe. My health broke down. 
Recovering, I applied for a commission in the Army, but on 
health grounds this was denied to me. I therefore cut losses 
and enlisted in the Yeomanry manasing somehow or other to 
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pass the doctors and, to my relief, donned uniform as a trooper. 
Serving then in France on the Western Front, I took part in 
the battle of the Somme in 1917, where I was wounded and made 
prisoner of war. I travelled through Belgium to Germany 
where I was lodged in hospital. In Germany I saw much of the 
sufferings of stricken humanity, especially Russians decimated 
by dysentry. I came to the outskirts of starvation. My 
wound (shattered right arm) did not heal quickly and I was 
useless to the Germans. I was therefore sent to Switzerland 
for hospital treatment and operation. I well remember how 
dear even in those days was the thought of the Qur'an to me. 
In Germany I had written home for a copy of Sale's Koran to 
be sent out to me. In later years I learnt that this had been 
sent but it never reached me. In Switzerland after operation 
of arm and leg my health recovered. I was able to go out and 
about. I purchased a copy of Savary's French translation 
of the Qur'an (this today is one of my dearest possessions). 
Therein I delighted with a great delight. It was as if a ray 
of eternal truth shone down with blessedness upon me. My 
right hand still being useless, I practised writing the Qur'an 
with my left hand. My attachment to the Qur'an is further 
evidenced when I say that one of the most vivid and cherished 
recollections I had of the Arabian Nights was that of the youth 
discovered alive alone in the city of the dead, seated reading 
the Qur'an, oblivious to his surroundings. In those days in 
Switzerland, I was veritably resigne a Ia volonte de DUu 
(Muslim). "After the signing of the Armistice I returned to 
London in December 1918 and some two or three years later, 
in 1921, I took up a course of literary study at London Uni
versity. One of the subjects I chose was Arabic, lecture;; in 
which I attended at King's College. Here it was that one 
day my professor in Arabic (the late Mr. Belshah of Iraq) in 
the course of our study of Arabic mentioned the Qur'an. 
"Whether you believe in it or not," he said, "you will find it a 
most interesting book and well worthy of study." "Oh, but 
I do believe in it," was my reply. This remark surprised 
and greatly interested my teacher in Arabic, who after a little 
talk invited me to accompany him to the London Prayer House 
at Notting Hill Gate. Mter that I attended the Prayer House 
frequently and came to know more of the practice of Islam, 
until, on New Year's day, 1922, I openly joined the Muslim 
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Community. 

That is more than quarter of a century ago. Since then 
I have lived a Muslim life in theory and practice to the extent 
of my ability. The power and wisdom and mercy of God 
are boundless. The fields of knowledge stretch out ever 
before us beyond the horizon. In our pilgrimage through 
life I feel assured that the only befitting garment we can wear 
is submission and upon our heads the headgear of praise and 
in our hearts love of the One Supreme. 

"Wal-Hamdu lil' Lahi Rabbi '1-'Alameen' 

W.B. BASHYR PICKARD B.A. (Cantab), L.D. (London) is an 
author of wide repute. H1s pen-production include: Layla rmd 
Majnut~, The Adwntures of Alcassim, A Nt!UJ World lite. 

IF YOU WANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
ISLAM 

Please contact: 

1. Islamic Literature Trust, 
P.O. Box No. 255, 
99, Trinity Road, 
London S.W. 17 

2. World Muslim Congress, 
25, Rue Paquis de Paquis, 
Geneva 
(Switzerland) 

3· Begum Aisha Bawany Wakf, 
P.O. Box No. •f.I78 
Karachi 2. 
(Pakistan) 

4· Islamic Publications Ltd., 
Shah Alam Market, 
Lahore, 
(Pakistan) 
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COL. DONALDS. ROCKWELL . 
(U.S.A.) 

(Poet, Critic & Author) 

The simplicity of Islam, the powerful appeal and the 
compelling atmosphere of its mosques, the earnestness of its 
faithful adherents, the confidence inspiring realization of the 
millions throughout the world who answer the five daily calls 
to prayer-these factors attracted me from the first. But after 
I had determined to become a follower of Islam, I found many 
deeper reasons for confirming my decision. The mellow 
concept of life-fruit of the Prophet's combined course of 
action and contemplation-the wise counsel, the admonitions 
to charity and mercy, the broad humanitarianism, the pioneer 
declaration of woman's property rights- these and other factors 
of the teachings of the man of Mecca were to me among the 
most obvious evidence of a practical religion so tersely and so 
aptly epitomised in the cryptic words of Muhammad, 'Trust 
in God and tie your camel'. He gave us a religious system of 
normal action, not blind faith in the protection of an unseen 
force in spite of our own neglect, but confidence that if we do 
all things rightly and to the best of our ability, we may trust 
in what comes as the Will of God. 

The broadminded tolerance of Islam for other religions 
recomriiends it to all lovers of liberty. Muhammad admonish
ed his followers to treat well the believers in the Old and New 
Testaments; and Abraham, Moses and Jesus are ac~nowledg
ed as co-prophets of the One God. Surely this is generous and 
far in advance of the attitude of other religions. 

The total freedom from idolatry. . . . is a sign of the sa
lubrious strength and purity of the Muslim faith. 

The original teachings of the Prophet of God have not 
been engulfed in the maze of changes and. additions of doc-
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trinarians. The Qur'an remains as it came to the corrupt 
polytheistic people of Muhammad's time, changeless as the 
holy heart of Islam itself. 

Moderation and temperance in all things, the keynotes of 
Islam, won my unqualified approbation. The health of his 
people waa cherished by the Prophet, who enjoined them to 
observe strict cleanliness and specified fasts and to subordinate 
carnal appetites ..... when I stood in the inspiring mosques 
of Istanbul, Damascus, Jerusalem, Cairo, Algiers, Tangier, 
Fez and other cities, I was conscious of a powerful reaction 
the potent uplift of Islam's simple appeal to the sense of 
higher things, unaided by elaborate trappings, ornamentations, 
figures, pictures, music and ceremonial ritual. The mosque 
is a place of quiet contemplation and self-effacement in the 
greater reality of the One God. 

The democracy of Islam has always appealed to me. 
Potentate and pauper have the same rights on the floor of the 
mosque, on their knees in humble worship. There are no 
rented pews nor special reserved seats. 

The Muslim accepts no man as a mediator between him
self and his God. He goes direct to the invisible source of 
creation and life, God, without reliance on saving formula 
of repentance of sins and belief in the power of a teacher to 
afford him salvation. 

The· universal brotherhood of Islam, regardless of race, 
politics, colour or country, has been brought home to me most 
keenly many times in l:ny life and this is another feature which 
drew me towards the Faith. 

SAYINGS OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
(May Allah's peau and blessing be on him) 

He who leaveth home in search of knowledge walketh 
in the path of Allah. 

Allah is gentle and loves gentleness. 
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Mr. R. L. MELLEMA 

(Holland) 

Anthropologist, writer and Scholar. 

What is for PM tlu Beauty of Islam 7 
What has Attracted PM to this faith? 

I began with my study of eastern languages at the Uni
versity of Leiden in 1919 and attended the lectures of Prof. 
C. Snouck Hurgronje, the well-known Arabist. I learned 
Arabic, read and translated at-Baidawi's commentary on the 
Qur'an and al-Ghazali's reflexions on the Law. I studied 
the history and institutions of Islam from European handbooks 
as was usual in that time. In 1921 I stayed in Cairo for one 
month and visited the Al-Azhar. Besides Arabic I studied 
other languages such as Sanskrit, Malay and Javanese. In 
1927 I left for the then ::\letherlands Indies to teach Javanese 
language and Indian cultural history at a special secondary 
school for advanced studies in Jogyakarta. For 15 years I 
specialised myself in Javanese language and culture (modern 
and old) and had little contact with Islam and no contact at 
all with Arabic. After a difficult period which I spent as a 
japanese prisoner of war, I went back to the Netherlands in 
1946 and found a new task at the Royal Tropical Institute in 
Amsterdam. Here I had the opportunity to t;{ke up again my 
study of Islam, being instructed to write a short guide on 
Islam in Java. 

I started to study the new Islam~· State of Pakistan 
which was culminated in a journey to P istan in the winter 
of 1954/55· Having come to know Isla till now from Euro
pean writers only, in Lahore I was con,fronted with. quite an
other aspect of Islam. I asked my MUslim friends to be al
lowed to take part with them in the Frt\day prayers in the mos
ques and from now on I began to ~iscover the great values 
of Islam. 

SI 
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I have felt myself a Muslim from the moment that I had 
to address the people in one of the Lahore mosques and had 
to shake hands with innumerable new friends and brother;;. 
I wrote about this event in an article, published in Paki~tan 
Quarterly, Vol. V. no. 4, 1955, the following lines: 

\Ve were now to vi:;it a much smaller mosque, \\here 
the sermon was delivered by a schoh1r who spoke 
English fluently and had a position of eminence at the 
University of the Punjab. He informed the congrega
tion that he had deliberately interspersed more English 
words than usual in his sermon, as he thought that the;r 
brother who had come from a far country, the Nether
lands, would then understand the C rdu discourse 
more easily. The sermon was followed by the usual 
recitation of two rak'ahs under the leadership of the 
Imam. This done a few more rak'ahs were performed 
in silence by those who felt the need to do so. 

I was about to leave when Allamah Sahib, turning 
to me, observed that the assembly expected me to say a 
few words. He himself would translate them into 
Urdu. I went and stood before the microphone and 
quietly started to speak. l said how I had come 
from a far away country where only a few Muslims 
live, whose greetings I conveyed to the brothers present 
in the 1\:losquc, who for the last seven years were so 
fortunate as to have their o\m Muslim State. In these 
few years the new State had succeeded in consolidating 
its position. After a difficult beginning they could 
undoubtedly look forward to a prosperous future. 
I promised them that, back in my country, I should 
bear witness to the great kindness and hosipitality it 
had been my privilege to receive from all sections of 
the Muslim population in Pakistan. These words 
having been translated into Urdu had a wonderful 
effect, for, to my intense surprise, witl~out eYen realiz
ing at first what was happening, I saw hundreds of 
worshippers hasten forward to press my hands and to 
congratulate me. Old hands and young clasped mine 
with the most affectionate cordiality. But what struck 
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and touched me most was the great warmth all these 
eyes radiated. At that moment I felt myself taken up 
m the great Brotherhood of Islam which extends t~rough 
out the world,_ and I was indescribably happy. 

So the people of Pakistan made me understand that Islam 
was more than just acquaintance with many details of the 
Law, that belief in the moral values of Isl<.m had to come 
first and that knowledge should he conditional to reaching 
faith. 

\\'hat IS now for me the beauty of Islam and what an 
particular has attracted me to this faith! 

I will try to give a short answer on these questions '" 
6 points 

1. The acknowledgement of One. Supreme Being, 
uncomplicated and easy to accept by every reasonable 
thinking creatun:: Allah, He on Whom all depend. 
He begets not, nor is He begotten and none is like Him. 
I {e represents the highest wisdom, the highest strength 
and the highest beauty. His Charity and Mercy are 
unboundless. 

z. The relatiOn between the Creator of the Universe 
and His creatures, of whom man has been entrusted 
with the supreme direction, is a direct one. The 
believer does not need any mediation; Islam does not 
need priesthood. In Islam contact with God depends 
on man himself. Man has to prepare himself in this 
life for the next. He is responsible for his deeds, 
which cannot be compensated by a substituting sacri
fice of an innocent person. ;'\o soul shall he burdened 
beyond its capacity. 

3· The doctrine of tolerance of Islam, so clearly mani
fested in the well-known words: There is no compul
sion in religion. A Muslim is recommended to 
search for the truth where he may find it; also he is 
e,joined to estimate the good properties of oth~r re
liliona. 
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4· The doctrine of brotherhood of Islam, which ex· 
tends to all human beings, no matter what colour, race 
or creed. _Islam is the only religion which has been 
able to realise this doctrine in practice. Muslims 
whereever on the world they are, will recognise each 
other as brothers. The equality of the whole mankind 
before God is symbolised significantly in the Ihram
dress during the Haddj. 

5· The fact that Islam accepts matter and mind both 
as existing valuf1!. The mental growth of man is con
nected inseparable with the needs of the body, whereas 
man has to behave in such a way that mind prevails 
over matter and matter is controlled by mind. 

6. The prohibition of alcoholic . drinks and narcotic 
drugs. This is in particular a point in respect of which 
it may be said that Islam is far ahead of its time. 

----
Dr. R. L. Mellema is the Head of the Islamic Section of the 

Tropical Museum, Amsterdam, and is the author of Wayang Puppets. 
Grondwet van Pakistan, Een Interpretatie van de Islam, etc. 

Thomas Carlyle has said ......................... .. 

" ...... These Arabs, the man Mahomet and that one cen
tury,-is it not as if a spark had fallen, one spark on a world 
of what seemed black unnoticeable sand, but lo, the sand 
proves explosive powder, blazes heaven-high from Delhi to 
Grenada: I said: the Great Man was always as lightning out 
of heaven; the rest of the men waited for him like fuel, and 
then they too would flame". (Thomas Carlyle in his "On 
Heroes-worship, And the Heroic in History", Everyman's 
Library, London, 1918; p. JII). 
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SECTION III 
WOMEN AT 'IHE THRESHOLD OF ISLAM 

MISS MAS'UDAH STEINMANN 

(Englaad) 

No other religion professed by a large community have I 
found so comprehensible and ·encouraging. There seems no 
better way towards tranquillity of mind and contentment in 
life, no greater promise for the future after death. 

The human being is part of a whole; man cannot claim 
more than being just a particle of creation in its magnificent 
perfection. As such, he can only fulfil his purpose of living 
by carrying out his function in relating himself to the whole 
and to other living parts. It is the harmonious relationship 
between the parts and the whole that makes life purposeful, 
that can bring it nearest to perfection, that helps a human 
being to achieve contentment and happiness. 

What place does religion occupy in this relationship be
tween Creator and creation? Here are some people's opinions 
on religion. 

"A man's religion is.the chief fact with regard to him; 
the thin~ a man does practically believe .... the thing 
a man does practically lay to heart, and know for certain, 
concerning his vital relations to this Universe, and his 
duty and destiny there .... that is religion." 

(Carlyle Heroes and Her()f.()(#thip) 

"Religion is the sense of ultimate reality of whatever 
meaning a man finds in his own existence or the exis
tence of anything else." 

(G.K. Chesterton CMM To Think Of It) 
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"Religion a daughter of hope and fear explaining to 
ignorance the nature of the Unknownable." 

(Ambrose Bierce The De·vil's Dictionary) 

"The body of all true religion consist:> to be sure, in 
obedience to the ,,·ill of the Sovereign of the world, in a 
confidence in His declarations, and in imitation ofHis 
perfection." 
(Edmund Burke, Reflectious 011 the Re·volution iu France) 

"All religion relates to life, and the life of religion is 
to do good." (Swedenborg, Doctrine OJ Life) 

"Every man, either to his terror or consolation, has 
some sense of religion." (James Harrington, Oceana) 

At one time or another every human being is confronted 
with the LTnknown, Incomprehensible, with the pur
pose of his existence. Questioning himself he creates a 
belief, a conviction-'Religion' in its widest sense. 

Why do I consider Islam as the most perfect religion? 

First and foremost, it acquaints us with the Whole, the Creator: 
"In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful; Say: He, 
God, is one, God is He on Whom all depend; He begets not, 
nor is He begotten; and none is like Him" (Al-Qur'an, CXII: 
I-4). "To God is your return and He is Possessor over all 
things" (Al-Qur' an, XI: 4). "1, God, am the best Knower" 
(Al-Qur' an, II: I). Again and again throughout the Qur'an 
we are reminded of the Oneness of the Creator, "Indivisible", 
"Eternal", "Infinite", "Almighty", "All-Knowing", the "All 
Just", the "Helper", the "l\1erciful", the "Compassionate". 
So the Whole becomes a reality; again and again we are asked 
to establish a satisfactory relationship between Him .and us; 
"Know that God gives li£~ to the earth after its death. We 
have made messages clear to you that you may understand" 
(Al-Qur' an. LVII: I7)· "Say I seek refuge with the Nourisher 
of mankind" (Al-Qur'au, CXIV: I). 

One might argue that in order to recognize and believe 
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in God and to live happily in a community it is necessary to 
believe in Divine messages. Does not a father guide his child
ren? Does he not organize his family's life so that it may live 
together harmoniously ? 

Islam claims to be the only true religion that rehabi
litates the truth of its predecessors. It claims that the gui
dance provided by the Qur'an is clear, comprehensible and 
reasonable. By guiding our way towards achievement of a 
satisfactory relationship between the Creator and the created 
it brings about a co-operation between physical and spiritual 
forces enabling us to equalize i11ternal and external forces in 
order to be at peace within ourselves-the most important 
factor to establish a harmonious state between one living part 
and another and an important condition towards our striving 
for perfection. 

Chnst1an1ty stresses the sp1ritual s1de of life; It teaches a 
k>ve that puts a heavy burden of responsibility upon every 
Christian. The perfect love is doomed to failure if its achieve
ment does not lie within the reach of human nature and con
tradicts reason and understanding. Only someone who has 
a deep knowledge of human conflicts and combines it with 
sympathy, understanding and a sense of responsibility may 
come near to the perfection of the Christian principle-and, 
even, then, ht will have to bury his reason with his love. 
S.T. Coleridge says in his Aids To Reflection: "He who 
begins by loving Christianity better than Truth will proceed 
by loving his own sect or Church better than Christianity,and 
end in loving himself better than all." 

Islam teaches us to respect God, to submit to His Jaws 
entitling and encouraging us to use our reason as well as our 
emotions of love and understanding. The commandments of 
the Qur'an, the message of God for His creatures, regardless 
of race, nation or social standard. 

"Say: 0 people, the Truth has indeed come to you 
from your Lord; so whoever goes aright, goes aright 
only for the good of his own soul; and whoever err!~, 
errs only against it. And I am not a custodian over 
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you." (AI-Qur'an, X: 108). 

No other religion professed by a large community have 
I found so comprehensible and encouraging. There seems 
no better way towards tranquillity of mind and contentment 
in life, no greater promise for the future after death. 

ISLAMIC LAW AND CONSTITIJTION 
(Second Revised Edition) 

by 
Abul A'la Maudoodi 

Edited by: Khurshid Ahmed 
Can there be an Islamic Constitution? Is the Islamic State 

Theocratic State? Can Islam solve the complex problems of modem 
society? Are the Islamic laws relic of antiquity? Or are they cap
able of establishing a progressive polity?--These are important 
questions. And they have been answered, in this book, by one of the 
greatest minds of the Muslim World • 

. Maulana Maudoodi has the unique quality of presenting Islam 
in a simple, scientific and lucid way. In 'Islamic Law and Consti
tution' he has dealt with one of the most throbbing problems of our 
times: The Nature and Prospects of an Islamic State. His approach 
ia candid and realistic. 

"Maudoodi would appear to be much the most systematic thinker 
of modem Islam ........ A great many Muslims in Pakistan and be-
yond who may differ from Maudoodi even radically as to the content 
of his interpretation, have come increasingly to premise that there is an 
Islamic system of economics, an Islamic political system, an Islamic 
Constitution, and so on". 

Prof. WILFRED C. SMITH, 
in 'Islam "in Modem History'. 

"This book represents a collection of those writings and speeches 
of Abul A'la Maudoodi which throw light on the problems of Islamic 
Law and Constitution ....•..... Its chief value lies in the fact that it 
constitutes an outspoken expression of the opinions of an educated 
conservative .••..... The proposals propounded in these pages clearly 
emanate from a sincere, original and even incisive mind .•...... The 
editor is to be congratulated on a publication of considerable interest 
md value. 

ss 

-J.N.D. Aodenoo in INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, London. 

Available &om 
International Islamic Publicationa Ltd. 

Geneva Cornavin - a,53, 
Geneva (Switzerland) 

Price Ra. 10/- Poatage Eztra 
10 ah. •• .. 
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MAVIS B. JOLLY 

(England) 

I was born in a Christian envirpnment, baptised in the 
Church of England, and attended a Church school where at a 
tender age I learned the story of Jesus as contained in the 
Gospels. It made a great emotional impression on me, as also 
did frequent visits to the church, the high altar with candles 
burning, the incense, the robed priests and the mysterious 
intoning of prayers. I suppose for those few years I was a 
fervent Christain. Then with the increase of schooling, and 
being in constant contact with the Bible and everything Chris
tian I had the opportunity to think over what I had read and 
observed, practised and believed. Soon I began to be dis
satisfied with many things. 

By the time I left school I was a complete atheist. Then 
I began to study the other main relirions in the world. I 
began with Buddhism. I studied with interest the eightfold 
path, and felt that it contained good aims but was lacking in 
direction and details. 

In Hinduism I was faced not with three, but with hund
reds of gods, the stories of which were too fantastic and re
volting to me to be accepted. 

I read a little of Judaism, but I had already seen enough 
of the Old Testament to realize that it did not stand my tests 
of what a religion must be. A friend of mine persuaded me to 
study spiritualism and to sit for the purpose of being controUed 
by the discarnate spirits. I did not continue this practice 
very long as I was quite convinced that, in my case anyway, 
it was purely a matter of self-hypnosis, and would be dange1 ous 
to experiment further. 

The war ended. I took work in a London office, but my 
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mind never strayed far from the religious quest. A letter 
appeared in the local paper to which I wrote a reply contra
dicting the divinity of Christ from the Biblica~ point of view. 
This brought me in contact with a number of people, one of 
whom was a Muslim. I started discussing Islam with this 
new acquaintance. On every point my desire to resist Islam 
fell down. Though I had thought it impossible, I had to 
acknowledge that perfect revelation had come through an 
ordinary human being, since· the best of twentieth century 
governments could not improve upon that revelation, and 
were themselves continually borrowing from the Islamic 
system. 

At this time I met a number of other Muslims and some 
of the English girl converts endeavoured to help me, with no 
little success, since, coming from the same background, they 
understood better some of my difficulties. I read a number 
of books, including The religion of Islam, Muhammad 
and Christ and The sources of Christianity, the latter 
showing the amazing similarities benveen Christianity and 
the old pagan myths, impressed me greatly. Above all I read 
the Holy Qur'an. At first it seemed mainly repetition. I 
was never quite sure if I was taking it in or not, but the Qur'an, 
I found, works silently on the spirit. Night after night I 
could not put it down. Yet I often wondered how perfc:ct 
guidance for man could come through imperfect human 
channels at all. Muslims made no claim for Muhammad that 
he was superhuman. I learned that in Islam prophets are 
men who have remained sinless, and that revelation was no 
new thing. The Jewish prophets of old received it. Jesus, 
too, was a prophet. Still it puzzled me why it did not happen 
any more in the twentieth century. I was asked to look at 
what the Qur'an said: "Muhammad is the Messenger of God 
and the last of the Prophets." And of course it was perfectly 
reasonable, too. How could there be other prophets to come 
if the Holy Qur'an was the book .... explaining all things and 
verifying that which is with you and if it was to remain un
corrupted in the world, as is guarant~ed in the Qur'an, and 
perfectly kept so far? "Surely We have revealed the Reminder 
(i.e. the Qur'an) and surely We are its Guardian." In that 
case there could be no need of further prophets or books. 
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Still I pondered. I read that the Qur'an is a guide to those 
who ponder (XVI: 65) and that doubters were asked to try 
and produce a chapter like it (II :23). Surely, I thought, it 
must be possible to produce a better living plan in 1954. than 
this which dates back to a man born in the year 570 C.E.? 
T set to work, but everywhere I failed . 

.No doubt, influenced by the usual condemnation of Islam 
from Christian pulpits. on the subject, I picked on polygamy. 
At last I thought I had something; obviously Western mono
gamy was an improvement on this old system. I talked of 
it to my Muslim friend. He illustrated with the aid of news
paper articles how much true monogamy there was in England, 
and convinced me that a limited polygamy waa the answer 
to the secret unions that are becoming so distressingly common 
in the West. My own common sense could see that, parti
cularly after a war, when women of a certain age group far 
outnumber men, a percentage of them are destined to remain 
spinsters. Did God give them life for that? I recollect that 
on the radio programme known as 'Dear Sir' an unmarried 
English girl had called for lawful polygamy, saying she would 
~fer a shared married life rather than the loneliness to which 
she seemed to be destined. In Islam no one is forced into a 
polygamous marriage, but in a perfect religion, the opportunity 
must be there to meet those cases where it is necessary. 

Then about ritual prayers I thought I had a point. Surely 
prayers repeated five times a day must become just a meaning" 
less habit? My friend had a quick and illuminating answer. 
'What about your music practice, he asked, where you do 
scales for half an hour every day whether you feel like it or not? 
Of course, it is not good if it becomes a dead habit-to be 
thinking of what is being done will give greater benefit-but 
even scales done without thinking will be better than not doing 
them at all, and so it is with prayers.' Any music student 
will see the point of this, particularly if he bears in mind 
that in Islam prayers are not said for the benefit of God, Who 
is above needing them, but for our own benefit. as a spiritual 
exercise, besides other uses. 

Thus gradually I became convinced of the truth in the 
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teachings of Islam, and fonnally accepted the faith. I did 
thia with great satisfaction, as I could fully realize that it 
was no emotional craze of moment, but a long process of 
reasoning, lasting nearly two years, through which I went 
despite my emotions that pulled me so strongly the other way. 

SOME SAYINGS OF TilE HOLY PROPHET 

(May Allah's peoee and blessings be on him) 

KNOWLEDGE 

To spend more time in learning is better than spending 
more time in praying; the support of religion is abstinence. 
It is better to teach 'knowledge one hour in the night than to 
pray the whole night. 

One learned man is harder on the devil than a thousand 
ignorant worshippers. 

Acquire knowledge. It enableth the possessor to dis
tinguish right from wrong; it lighteth the way to heaven;· 
it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude, our com
panion when friendless; it guideth us to happiness; it sustains 
us in misery; it is an ornament among friends and armour 
against enemies. 

Seek after knowledge though it be in China. 

The learned ones are the heirs of the Prophets-they 
leave knowledae as their inheritance; he who inherits it in
herits a great fortune. 

Learn to know thyself. 

Whose honoureth the learned, honoureth me. 
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LADY EVELYN ZEINAB COBBOLD 

(England) 

I am often asked when and why I became a Muslim. 
I can only reply that I do not know the precise moment when 
the truth of Islam dawned upon me. It seems that I have al
ways been a Muslim. This is not so strange when one re
membeB that Islam is the natural religion that a child, left 
to itself, would develop. Indeed as a Western critic once 
described it. 'Islam is the religion of common sense.' 

The more I read and the more I Studied, the more con
vinced I became that Islam was the-most practical religion, 
and the one most calculate4_ to solve the world's many per
plexing problems, and to bring to humanity p~ _and happi
ness. Since then I have never wavered in my belief that there 
is but one God; that Moses, Jesus, Muhammad and others 
before (peace be on all of them) were prophets, divinely in
spired, that to every nation God has sent an apostle, that we 
are not born in sin, and that we do not need any redemption, 
that we do not need anyone to intercede between us and God, 
Whom we can approach at all times, and that no one can in
tercede for us, not even Muhammad or Jesus, and that our 
salvation depends entirely on ourselves and on our actions. 

The word 'Islam' means surrender to God. It also 
means peace. A Muslim is one who is 'in harmony with the 
decrees of the author of this world', one who has made his 
peace with. God and His creatures. 

Islam is based on two fundamental truths: (a) the Oneness 
of God and (b) the Brotherhood of Man, and is entirely free 
from any encumbrances of theological dogma. Above every 
thing else it is a positive faith. 

The inftuence of the Hajj cannot be exaggerated. To be a 
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member of that huge congregation gathered together from the 
four corners of the earth, on this sacred occasion and on the 
sacred spot, and to join with this mass of humanity, in all 
humility, in the glorification of God, is to haYe one's conscious
ness impressed by the full significance of the Islamic ideal, 
is to be privileged to participate in one of the most soul
inspiring experiences that have ever been granted to human 
beings. To visit the birthplace of Islam, to tread the sacred 
ground of the prophet's struggle to call erring humanity back 
to God, is to re-live those hallowed by the memories of Mu
hammad's long toil and sufferings in glorious years of sacrifice 
and martyrdom, is to have one's soul kindled by that celestial 
fire which lighted up the whole earth. But this is not all. 
The Hajj, above everything else, makes for unity among 
Moslems. If there is anything that unifies the scattered for
ces of Islam and imbues. them with mutual sympathy it is the 
pilgrimage. It provides them with a central point to which 
they rally from all corners of the earth. It creates for them 
annually an occasion to meet and know one another, to ex
change views and compare experiences and unite their various 
efforts to the common good. . Distances are annihilated. 
Differences of sect are set aside. Divergences of race and 
colour cease to exist in this fraternity of faith that unites all 
Moslems in one great brotherhood and makes them conscious 
of the glorious heritage that is theirs. 

SOME SAYINGS OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
(May Allah's peace and blessing be on him) 

\Vomen are twin half of men. 
God commandeth you tc treat women well, for they are 

your mothers, daughters and aunts. 
The rights of women are, sacred. See, therefore, that 

women are maintained in the rights granted to them. 
And the best of you are those who are kindest to their 

wives. 
The widow shall not• be married until she is consulted 

:md the virgin shall not be married until her cunsent is 
obtained. 
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MRS. CECILIA MAHMUDA CANNOLLY 

(Australia) 

Why I embraced Islam? 

First and foremost I would say it was because fundamen
tally I had always been a Muslim without being aware of it. 

Very early in my life I had lost faith in Christianity for 
many reasons, the m'~jor one being that whenever I questioned 
any Christian, whether it was a person belonging to the so
called Holy Orders or a layman, regarding any point th::r.t 
puzzled me in regard to the Church teachings, I invariably re
ceived the monotonous answer: 'You must not question the 
teachings of the Church; you must have faith.' I did not have 
the courage in those days to say: 'I cannot have faith in some
thing that I do not understand', and, from my experience, 
neither do most of the people who call themselves Christians. 
What I did do was to leave the Church (Roman Catholic) and 
its teaching and to place my faith in the one true god in whom 
it was much easier ~o. believe, than in the three. gods of the 
Chur<:h. By contrast with the mysteries and miracles ofthe 
Christian teaching, life too!; on a new and wider meaning, 
no longer cramped with dogma and ritual. Every..where I 
looked I could see God's work. And although, in common 
with greater minds than my own, I could not understand 
the miracles that happened before my eyes, I could &tand 
and marvel at the wonder of it all-the trees, Aowers, birds and 
animals. Even a new born babe became a beautiful miracle., 
not the same thing that the Church had taught me to believe 
at all I remembered how, when a child, I gazed at newborn 
babies and thought, "It's all covered in black sin', I no longer' 
believed in ugliness; everything became beautiful. 

Then one day my daughter brought home a book about 
Islam. We became so interested in it that we followed it up 
with many other books on Islam. We soon realized that this 
waa really what we believed. During the time I bad ~ 
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in Christianity I had been led to believe that Islam was only 
something to joke about. Thus all that I then read was 11. 

revelation to me. After a while I looked up some Muslims 
and questioned them on some of the points that were not quite 
clear to me. Here again there was yet another revelation. 
My questions were all answered promptly and concisely, so 
different from the frustration I had experienced when quest
tioning Christianity. Mter much reading and studying of 
the religion of Islam both my daughter and myself decided 
to become Muslims, taking the names of Rash ida and Mahmuda 
respectively. 

. If I were asked what impressed me most in the religion 
of Islam, I would probably say the prayers, because prayers in 
Christianity are used wholly in begging God (through Jesus 
Christ) to grant worldly favours, whereas in Islam they are 
used to give praise an_d thanks to Almighty God for all His 
blessings since He knows what is necessary for our welfare and 
grants us what we need without our asking for it. 

HUNDRED GREAT SONS OF ISLAM 
(Under Printing ..• In English & Urdu) 

Muslims had devoted themselves to learning with zeal 
and vigour. 

Islam opened ·up new avenues for the a.dvancement of 
scientific knowledge. The debt science owes to Islam is so 
great but for it the world today would still have been living 
in medieval age conditions. 

The book under print is a must for every student of world 
history because it gives full information about the contribu
tion which Islam made to human progress and civilization. · 

The book is of special value to the Muslim student be
cause he hears a great deal about modern personalities in 
different fields of learning, there is no denying the fact that the 
Muslim scholars were the fathers of present world civilization 
and were far outstanding in their achievements. 

66 

Know thy mighty past to build thy glorious future. 
Available from: 

International Islamic Publications Ltd. 
Geneva Comavin 253, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Price Rs. to/- (Pmtage eztra) 
IO. sh, 

www.pathagar.com



MISS FATIMA KAZUE 

(JAPAN) 

Ever since the Second World War I have been watching 
with restlessness that our faith in our religion was fast becom
ing weak. We had begun to accept the American mode of 
living and I deeply felt as if something was missing. At first 
I could not understand so to what it was that was missing. 
It was the cry of my soul to find an answer to this restless
ness. 

I was fortunate to be acquainted with one Muslim who 
had been staying in Tokyo for sometime. His behaviour 
and his way of worship made me curious and I asked many 
questions. His answers· were very gratifying and afforded 
me much peace of mind and soul He taught me how one 
should lead his life as God desires us to live. I had never 
imagined before that the entire outlook of life can change so 
suddenly, as did mine by living as a Muslim and feeling a 
sort of unison with the Creater Himself. 

Look at the salutation of a Muslim. You say "AssalamO
'Alaikum Wa-Rahamatullah Wa-baTakatolw":' May you have 
peace from God and be happy ever.' This is very unlike 
'good morning' and 'good afternoon' which simply means 
)VUr morning be good and your afternoon be good. It 
sounds all materialistic. There is no eternal wish, no prayer 
to invoke God's blessings. 

Through that Muslim friend of mine I have learnt many 
things which a Muslim believes in and practises. I like the 
Muslim way of life which is pure, simple and essentially 
peaceful. I am convinced that Islam alone can bring 
-peace in an individual's life as well as in the collective life 
of man. Islani alone can give real peace to mankinda
peace which humanity is so eager to have I am happy to 
have acquired this peace and could like to spread Islam as 
much as possible for me amongst my people. 
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MRS. AMINA MOSLER 

(Germany) 

One day, in the year 192.8, my son with tears in his eyes 
said: 'I do not want to remain a Christian any longer; I want 
to be a Muslim.; and you, too, my mother, should join this 
new fa~th with me.' That was the first time I felt that I had 
to link myself with Islam. Years passed before I came in 
contact with the Imam of the Berlin Mosque, who introduced 
me to Islam. I caine to recognize tlnt ·Islam was the true 
religion for me. Belief in the Trinity of the Christian faith 
was impossible for me even at my young age of twenty. After 
studying Islam I also rejected confession, the holiness and 
recognition of the supreme power of the Pope, baptism, etc., 
and thus I became a Muslim. 

My ancestors were all sincere believers and pious per
sons. I was brought up in a convent and hence I inherited a 
religious attitude towards life. This demanded that I should 
associate myself with one rdigious system or the other. I 
was indeed very fortunate and comforted as I decided to join 
the religion of Islam. 

Today I am a very happy grandmother, because I can 
claim that even my grandchild is a born Muslim. 

"God guides whom He pleases to the richt path." 

Goethe had exclaimed ............................. . 

"If this be Islam, do we not .all live in Islam". (Quoted 
by Thomas Carlyle in his "Oh Heroes. Hero-worship and the 
Heroic in History" {Ewry man's Library, London 1913, 
p. 291). 
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SECTION IV 
REFORMERS PREACHERS AND SOCIAL WORKERS 

MUHAMMAD JOHN WEBSTER 
(England) 

President, The English Muslim Miasion 

Born in London I was brought up Christian of the Protes
tant persuasion. In 1930, in my teens, I was confronted with 
the problems normal to a reasonably intelligent young man, 
these problems being basically relating to the reconciling of 
everyday affairs with the claims of religion and here I came 
across the first weakness of Christianity. Christianity is a 
dualism which regards the world as sinful and seeks tp turn 
its 5ack on the realities of life, projecting its hopes into a future 
world. As a result of this there is created a Sunday attitude 
towards religion which has no place in the rest of the secular 
week. At this time in En~land there was a great deal of poverty 
and social discontent wh1ch Christianity made no attempt to 
resolve. More emotional than knowledgeable, with the en
thusiasm of youth I rejected the Church and became a Com
munist. 

Communism has a certain satisfaction at an emotional 
adolescent level but again it did not take long to realise the 
hateful nature of Communism based upon class warfare, in 
itself immortal. Having rejected the materialism of Commu
nism I turned to the study of philosophy and religion. The 
unity which I observed all around me led me to identify my
!lelf with what is known as Pantheism, a natural law religion. 

We in the West find it difficult to acquaint ourself with 
Islam for since the days of the Christian Crusades there baa 
been either a conspiracy of silence or a ddiberate perversion of 
Islamic mattera. Anyway at the time liviog in Australia I 
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asked for a copy of the Holy Qur'an at the Sydf\OY Public 
Library, when I was given the Book and was reading the pre
face by the translator, the bigotry against Islam was so obvious 
that I closed it up. There was no Qur'an translated by a 
Muslim available. Some weeks later in Perth, Wqtern 
Australia, I again asked at the library for a copy of the Qur'an 
stipulating that the translator must be a Muslim. It is difficult 
to put into words my immediate response to the first surah, 
the Seven Opening Verses: Then I read something of the life 
of the Prophet (peace be on him). I spent hours in the library 
that day, I had found wha~ I wanted, by the mercy of Allah. 
I was a Muslim. I had not at this time met any Muslim. I 
came out of the library that day exhausted by the tremendous 
intellectual and emotional experience I had received. The 
next experience, I still ask myself: was it true or was it some
thing I had dreamed up, for in cold print it seems impossible 
to have happened. I came out of the library intending to get 
myself a cup of coffee. I walked down the street and raising 
my ey€s to a building beyond a high brick wall I saw the words 
'Muslim Mosque' I straightway said to my self 'You know the 
truth,. now accept it'. 

'La illaha illalah Muhammad ur Rasul Allah' and so by 
the mercy of Allah I became a Muslim. 

QUOTATION FROM HOLY QURAN 

Who has made the earth vour couch, 
And the heavens your canopy; 
And sent down rain from the heavens; 
And brought forth therewith 
Fruits for your sustenance; 
Then set not up rivals unto God 
When ye know (the truth). 

(Sura II, Sec. 3, Verse 22) 
ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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ISMAIL WIESLA W ZEJIERSKI 
(Poland) 

Sociologist, Reformer and Social Worker 

I was born in Krakow, Poland, on 8th January, 1900, in a 
family which belongs to the Polish nobility. My father, 
although an atheist, was tolerant enough to allow the education 
of his children in the Roman Catholic religion, which is pro
fessed, more or less superficially, by the majority of the Polish 
people, and which was the religion of my mother. Thus I 
imbibed in my infancy a true respect for religion, which I 
looked upon as a factor of cardin~ importance in the life of 
the individual and of lhe community 

Another feature of the home of my parents was its cos
mopolitan atmosphere. My father, when a young man, 
travelled widely in different European countries and often 
talked about his adventures. This atmosphert: gave rise to 
the fact that racial, national and cultural prejudices were 
always foreign tci my mind. I always felt myself a citizen of 
the whole world. 

The third feature of my home was the spirit of the 'middle 
path'. My father, although a descendant of an aristocratic 
family, despised the 'leisured classes'. and hated all forms of 
dictatorship and oppression, but did not approve of revolu
tionary acts against the public order. He appreciated pro
gress- based on the best traditions inherited from the past. 
He was a model of a 'man of the middle path'. It is not to bt 
wondered at that when I became an independent thinker, 
interested particularly in social problems, I always sought 
th.e middle path leading to the solution of different difficuJ
ties of social, political, economic and cultural life. I always 
felt that extremes are contradictory to the nature of the majority 
of human beings, and that, consequently, only a compromise 
can save mankind. I always believed that the organization 
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of human society must be based on disciplined freedom or, iD 
other words, on an order which respects liberty and tradition 
and there must be an adaptation of tradition to actual condi
tions. No wonder that, having been educated in the spirit 
of the 'middle path', I am a 'man of the middle path' too, and 
may be called a 'progressive traditionalist'. 

As an adolescent sixteen years old, I became decidedly 
sceptical as regards the different dogmas preached by the 
'infalliable' Roman Catholic Church. I was unable to believe 
in the Holy Trinity, transubstantiation, mediatorship of 
priests between God and man and vice versa, the infallibility 
of the Pope, and the efficacy of magical words and gestures. 
I was unable to reconcile myself with the worship of Mary, 
saints, relics, pictures, statues and other objects. Finally, 
I lost all my faith and became indifferent to matters religious. 

The outbreak of the Second World War caused a religious 
renaissance in me. God opened my eyes and I perceived 
that humanity wants ideals, and that she cannot spare those 
ideals if she wishes to avoid extermination. It was clear to 
me that only religion could give such ideals to the world. 

But, on the other hand, it was also clear to me that modern 
man cannot be satisfied with a religion the dogmas and rites 
of which offend the rational mind. Besides, I felt that man
kind could be guided only by a religion which presented a 
perfect and complete code of individual and social life. 

Seeking for the truth and for the spiritual fatherland of 
mine, I studied the ideologies of different religions, in parti
cular the history and principles of Quakerism, Unitarian
ism, Buddhism and Baha'ism but none of these religions 
satisfied me entirely. 

Finally, I 'discovered' Islam. A small pamphlet entitled 
1Jlamo esperantiste regardata, written in Esperanto by an Eng
lish Muslim, Mr. Ismail Colin Evans, opened my ears to the 
voice of God in February 1949. Later, I received a small 
pamphlet entitled lslamo clUes religio from Dar al Tahligh ai
ls/am, P.O. Box I 12 Cairo, and some works of Maulana 
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Muhammad Ali. 

I have found Islam to be congenial to my mind and to the 
ideology in which I was c:udcated in my infancy. I have found 
in Islam a perfect and complete code of life, which code is 
able to guide the individual and community towards the 
Kingdom of God on earth and which is elastic enough to be 
adapted to modern conditions. Being a theorist of culture 
and sociology, I am enchanted by the social institutions of 
Islam, in particular by the Zakat, the Jaw of inheritance, the 
prohibition of usury including interest, the prohibition of 
aggressive wars, the injunction of the Hajj, and the permission 
of permitted polygamy, w!"1ich respectively guarantee a right 
path between Capitalism and Communism, define the right 
limits of quarrels between States and give a firm, basis to ra
tional pacifism, present an excellent means of educating fra
ternal solidarity between Muslims, whatever their race, 
nationality, language, culture and social class may be, and lay 
solid foundations of marriage, ~hich foundations are irrefut
ably justified by the biological and social facts and are much 
sound than the superficial and insincere monogamy of the 
Western peoples. 

To close those confessions of mine, I thank God for His 
favour, which He has bestowed upon me by showing me the 
right path'. 

Holy-Quran :-
Thou wilt indeed find them, 
Of all people, most greedy, 
Of life,-even more 
Than the Idolators: 
Each one of them wishes 
He could be given a life 
Of a thousand years: 
But the grant of such life 
Will'not save him 
From (due) punishment, 
For God sees well 
All that they do. 

(Sura II, See. II, t~erse 96) 
ISLAM-O.IJR CHOICE 
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ABDULLAH BATrERSBEY 
(England) 

Major of the British Army 

Many years ago, a quarter of a century at least, it was part 
of my daily experience to travel along the waterways of Burma 
by sampan. My sampan-wallah was a Muslim-Sheikh Ali 
from Chittagong (East Pakistan) a splendid sailor, and keenly 
observant of the rules of his faith. The consistency with 
which he maintained the hours of prayer and the obvious 
sincerity of his pious practice not only gained my respect but 
stimulated my interest in a faith that could hold such a man 
in pious thrall. Around up were Burmese Buddhists, who 
also exhibited a great piety, and who were, as far as my 
experience informed me, probably the most charitable people 
on earth. But there seemed to be something lacking in their 
religious pract-ice. I knew they attended the pagodas, because 
I saw the old folk squatted there, uttering the formula of their 
creed: 

Buddha car ana gacchami Dhamma car ana gacchami Sangha 
cara11a gacchami, 

thus proclaiming that they accepted the joint guidance of the 
Buddha, the law, and the order, for the conduct of their spiri
tual lives. It was too placid, it lacked vigour, and was totally 
unlike the practice of Sheikh 'Ali, the sampan-wallah. I talked 
to him as we sailed along the narrow creeks and streams. He 
was not so good at telling others of the things that inspired 
him with pious zeal, as he was a splendid example of the ins
pirational power of Islam. 

I bought some books about the history and teachings of 
Islam. I learned of the life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) and of his great achievements. I sometimes 
discussed them with some of my Muslim friends. Then the 
First World War broke out and, like a good many others, 
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I found myslef serving with the Indian Army in Mesopotamia. 
I was away from the Buddhist lands and among the Arabs, 
the people from whom the Prophet sprang, and in ,whose 
language the Holy Qur'an was recorded. The fact that I '\tas 
among these people encouraged my further in,terest in under
standing Islam. I studied Arabic and made close contact wtth 
the people, admiring tJle consistency of their worship of God, 
till I found myself also acknowleding that God was, indeed, 
a unity; whereas from my childhood I had been reared to acc~pt 
God was a Trinity. It had now become patent to me that 
God was not a Trinity but a Unity: La ilaha illa'l-Lah- and 
I was inclined to declare myslef a Muslim. In fact, although 
I ceased entirely attending churches, and also only visited 
mosques when it was my official duty as a police officer to do 
so, it was only when, in Palestine between the year 1935 and 
1942· that I took courage of conviction and made an official 
declaration of my change of faith to Islam that had been my 
choice for so many years. 

It was grand day when in the Mahkamat al-Shari'ah in 
the city of Jerusalem, known in the Arab lands by the name of 
al-Quds, meaning the Sacred, that I publicly announced my
self a Muslim. I was at the time a General Staff Officer, and 
this action of mine brought about some unpleasant reactions. 

Since that time, I have lived and practised the faith of 
Islam, in Egypt and more recently in Pakistan. Islam is the 
greatest fraternity--some s,oo,ooo,ooo strong, and to belong 
to it is to belong to God, and if I have been able, in recent 
years, to give witness for Islam by my life and writings, purely 
a credit mark has been inscribed in the register of life for that 
simple man whose piety brought me back to God, and to· Islam, 
for we are all hom Muslims, and I, in human weakness, had 
sone astray. 

I thank God, Al-hamdu li'l-Lah, that I am today one of 
this great brotherhood of Islam, and when I pray, I always 
offer up a supplication for the soul of the poor boatman, whose 
peraonal piety led me to seek for myself the source of his 
CODiistent faith. 
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'Allah? There is none other God but He, 
The Living God, the Self-subsistent One: 
Weariness cometh not to Him, nor sleep; 
And whatso is, belongs to Him alone 
In heaven and in earth -
With Him of"all things secret are the keys; 
None other hath them, but He hath; and sees 
Whatever is in land, on air, or water, 
Each bloom that blows, each foan-bell on the seas'" 

Napoleon Bonaparte States ...... 

"Moses has revealed the existence of· God to his nation, 
Jesus Christ to the Roman world, Muhammad to the old 
continent .... ". 

"Arabia was idolatrous whep, six centuries after Jesus, 
Muhammad introduced the worship of the God of Abraham, 
of Ishmael, of Moses and of Jesus. The Ayrians and some 
other sects had disturbed the tranquillity of the East by agitat
ing the question of the nature of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. Muhammad declared that there was none but 
One God Who had no father, no son, and that the Trinity im-

-ported the idea of idolatry ... " 

"I hope the time is not far off when I shall be able to unite 
all the wise and educated men of all the countries and establish 
a uniform regime based on the principles of the Qur'an which 
alone arc true and which alone can lead men to happiness. 

(Bouaparte et !'Islam, by Clzerfils, Paris, France, pp. ros-
125)· 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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HUSSAIN ROFE 
(EDgland) 

Social Reformer 

When people decide to embrace a religion other than that 
in which the circumstances of their birth had placed them, 
their motives, usually have an emotional, philosophical or 
social foundation. My temperament demanded a creed which 
could meet the demands of the last two of these categories, 
and I did nothing less than decide to examine minutely the 
claims, scriptures and results produced by all the world's 
chief religions. 

Born of parents representing the Jewish and Catholic 
faiths, and brought up m Church of England traditions, of 
which I obtained a thorough experience through years of 
attending its servi_ces in the daily routine of the English public 
school, I commenced early to contrast the dogmas and rituals 
of Judaism and Christianity. Intuition led me to reject the 
doctrines · of Divine incarnation, and vicarious atonement, 
and the intellect could neither find satisfaction in manifold 
Biblical propositions nor in the absence of a living faith based 
on reason which I noted in the conventional approach to God 
of the average Church of England Christian. 

In JudaiaJn. I found a much more dignified conception of 
God, though even this varied with the boob of the Bible. 
Here was a faith which had retained much of its former purity. 
I learnt much from it, but rejected much. Following all the 
rules and prescriptions would have left little time for attending 
to any secular affair&. The mind would have had to be con
centrated on endleaa forma and rituals. Worst of all, it wu 
for a minority and led implicity to the creation of a gulf 
between diBercnt social groaps. 

WbDe I witn.ed Church of England eervic:ea. and thoae 
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of the Jewish synagogues, and took part in them both, I 
never embraced either religion. In Roman Catholicism, I 
found too much mystification and subjection to human autho
rity, often manifestly displaying frailty inconsistent with the 
semi-divine status advanced for the Pope and his henchmen. 
I turned to Hindu philosophy, especially to the later teachings 
of the Upanishads, and Vedanta. Again I learnt much, 
respected much, and rejected much. Social evils were not 
solved, and tl'le priestly caste was again favoured with in
numerable privileges, while none stretched a helping hand 
to the poor outcast. His fate was his own fault, and if he bore 
it patiently, a future life might bring him something better, 
a convenient way of keeping the populace in subjection. 
Religion seemed to mean the creation of an omnipotent hierar
chy with God called in to testify that it was His WiD that 
things should so remain. 

Buddhism taught me much about the human mind and 
its laws. It showed me a method for obtaining cosmic under
standing as simple as chemical experiment, provided I made 
the necessary sacrifices. Here was reaction against the caste 
system. 

But in Buddhism, like Hinduism, I found no moral teach
ing. I learnt how to obtain superhuman powers, or what the 
mass considers such, but soon I learnt that these were no evi
dence of spirituality. Rather they showed the ab~lity to 
master a seience, a pastime at a much higher level than sport 
ethically, a means of controlling emotions, of disciplining and 
subjecting all desires, as sought also by the Stoics. But the 
question of God did not arise at all. There was hardly any 
reference to the Creator of all this universe. Only a way to be 
followed for one's own salvation, though the Bodhisattva 
ideal did preach sacrificing one's own salvation, to assist that 
of others. In this case, there was spirituality, and not only 
the control of animal, natural forces. Burldhism could theore
tically save the world, as could that basic Christianity of Tols
toy, reduced to the words of the Prophet Jesus, shorn of later 
accretions and misunderstandings. 

Yet if much beliefs could save the world in theory, why 
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did they fail to do so in practice I The answer was that they 
wer~ not for the mass but for the few. Both Christianity and 
Buddhism, if understood as the teaching of their founders, 
evaded social problems, for they had no interest in· them. 
Both Jesus and Buddha taught the ideal of abandoning all 
possessions, total annihilation of the lower self in search of 
God. 'Resist not evil' or 'Vairagyam'; 'Take no thought for 
the morrow' or the begging-bowl. I have the greatest admi
ration for the men who can follow this path. I am sure that 
it can lead them to God. But I am equally sure that it cannot 
be practised by the masses, that it cannot better the lot of the 
ignorant peasant, and that for that reason it has little social 
value. A glorious teaching for a spiritual giant; a total failure 
for the mass of humanity. An intellectual satisfaction, yet 
useless as a means of revolutionizing the mass and bettering 
their conditions spiritually, mentally and materially, within a 
short space of time. 

It was perhaps strange that, having lived in Arab countries, 
I have never devoted more than a superficial attention to Islam, 
and had not given it the minute examination I had accorded 
all the world's other faiths. Yet when I reflect~ that my former 
introduction to this faith has been confined to reading Rod
well's translation of the Qur'an it is not so surprising that I 
was none too enthusiastic. Only later did I come in touch 
with a well-known Islamic missionary in London. Sub
sequently I have noticed that little is done in most Arab lands 
to interest the non-muslims in Islam, and to spread its teachiDgs 
where they could bear good fruit. Only too often iS thm!' 
such a mistrust of the foreigner that one sees the charact~ 
Eastern policy of concealment rather than diffusion. 

Under intelligent guidance, provided with a Qur'an com
mented on an translated by a Mqslim and with much other ia
formative literature to give me a true picture of Islam. it was 
DOt long before I discovered he~ what I had been searchiac 
for during many years. · 

1 The reference, of coune ia to tbe portnit ol ,_ ~ JM. 
oo him) u it appean from Chriatiul tbec.loa' Ediew. 
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An invitation to watch the prayers and participate in the 
lunch after the 'Id prayers one day in 1945 gave me the Qppor
tunity to study an international group of Muslims at close 
quarters. Here was no group of Arabs, no nationalism, but a 
representative assortment of the world's races, social classes, 
hues of skins. Here I met a Turkish prince and also people 
who might practically have been terme dbeggars. These 
people all sat down to lunch together. No ill-concealed 
condescension was apparent in the attitude of the rich; no 
smug hyproerisy in the feeling of equality which animated the 
white men talking to their Negro m;ighbours; no attempt 
to draw aw3.y, to isolate oneself from other human beings; 
no ridiculous snobbery with primitive egotism masquerading 
as virtue. 

There is not space here to describe all of the facets of life 
for which I found in Islamic teachings an answer which had 
been lacking elsewhere. Suffice it to say that after due re
flection, I was led to enter this faith, after having studied 
every other important religion in the world without having 
decided to embrace it. 

The above explains why I am a Muslim. It does not 
altogether explain why I am proud to be one. This feeling 
was only to come through time and ·.experience. I studied 
Islamic culture at an English university, and learnt for the 
first time that it was precisely this culture which had brought 
Europe out of the Dark Ages. I learnt from history how many 
of the world's greatest empires had been Islamic, how much 
modern science has to acknowledg<: as a legacy of Islam. 
And when peopl& came to me to explain that I had taken a 
step backwards, I smiled at their ignorance, mingling cause 
and effect. Is the world only to judge Islam by the fact that 
quite external factors produced subsequent degenracy! Is 
Renaissance art less valid because abortions are being painted 
universally today! Is Christianity to be labelled blood thirsty 
barbarism because of the medieval inquisitors and Spanish 
conquistadores I It is only necessary to remark that the grea
test and most advanced minds of all ages have been able to feel 
respect for Islamic culture, DlOBt of the pearls of which are yet 
hidden from the West. 
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Having travelled in many countries all over the world, 
I have had good opportunity to notice how strangers are 
everywhere received ; whether the first reaction is to help 
them, and where it is to consider first who they are, and 
what advantages may be reaped from such assistance. The 
followers of no other religion can equal Muslims for hospitality 
and disinterested kindness to strangers. Economically it is 
only in Islamic communities that the gulf between rich and 
poor is bridged in such a way that the poor will not endeavour 
to upset the entire structure to.. produce chao&. Modern 
Soviet Communism could never have come to birth in a 
Muslim State. 

An e.tract &om AnnJ e Beeant's •'The LiCe and 
Teachings of Muhammad .. Madras June 1932, p. J. 

"I often think that woman is more free in Islam than in 
Christianity. Women is more protected by Islam than by the 
faith ltbich preaches monogamy. In AI Qur'an the law 
about woman is more just and liberal. It is only in the last 
twenty years that Christian England has recognized the right 
of woman to property, while Islam has allowed this right from 
all times. It is a slander to say that Islam preaches that women 
have no soula". 
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THOMAS mVING 
(Canada) 

Social Worker 

In approaching an account of my conversion to Islam, 
it would be as well to relate my personal experience, both be
fore and after coming into contact with its ideals. This is 
not so much to tell a story in itself as to show how the thought 
of thousands of other young Canadians and Americans is 
evolving and the opportunity that awaits an effective Islamic 
propaganda. 

I can remember thrilling, as a very small child, to the 
Christian interpretation of Jesus's life, but yet I cannot say 
that I was ever truly Christian of my own conviction. Instead 
of absorbing the pretty Biblical tales, I began wondering why 
so many in the world were 'heathen', why Jews and Christians 
differed on the same Bible, why the unbelievers were damned 
when the fault was not theirs, and also why they could 
practice goodness as well as the self-called "higher" nations. 

I remember especially a missionary returned from 
India stating how the 'Mohometans' were so obdurate in 
adhering to their religion; that was my first encounter with 
Islam, and it roused an unconscious admiration in me 
for their steadfastness to their faith and a desire to know 
more about these "wicked" people. 

In my first year course in Oriental literature, I had learned 
of the progression of human thought in its attempt to perfect 
its conception of God. Jesus had culminated the teaching of a 
Loving God. This idea had been lost in a cloud of liturgical 
doggerel and atavistic paganism; a beneficent, merciful deity 
had been obscured by an implacable overlord who could only 
be reached through an intercessor. Someone was needed to 
lead men back to the fountain of truth with its limpid main-
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stream of tht One God .• 

Europe was still in the semi-barbarism induced by the 
folk-wanderings and the extinction of classic culture by a 
narrow ecclesiasticism. The East was the logical centre 
of inspiration, and here Muhammad (God's blessings be on 
him) arose seven centuries after Jesus, when Christo paganism 
was firmly entrenched in Europe and rational study, let alone 
inspiration, still nine centuries distant. 

At last I was able to accept Muhammad as an apostle of 
God; fin~tly, he was needed; secondly, my own conclusions 
had been ind~ndent and still coincided; and thirdly, apart 
from both the (oriner, the realization of the divine quality of 
the Holy Qur'an and the Prophet's teachings flooded upon 
me clearly. 

At the same time, I received and bought more and more 
literature upon Islam. An Indian philanthropist of Bombay, 
the late Mr. Q.A. Jairazbhoy, had sent me What is Islaml 
by H.W. Lovegrove (this is perhaps the most practical exposi
tion that I have read, and merits wide distribution). Later 
he sent Maulvi Muhammad Ali's excellent annotated edition 
of the Holy Qur'an, and various other books and tracts. At 
Montreal, I was able to procure considerable French literature 
on Islam, both for and against, and this helped broaden my 
,..ision. 

George Bemard Shaw says ... 

"I have prophesied about the faith of Muhammad that 
it would be acceptable tomorrow as it is beginning to be ac
ceptable to the Europe of today." 

(A collection of Writings of some of the "Eminent Scholars" 
published by the Woking Muslim Mission, England. 1935 
edition, P·77)· 

IBLAM-OVR CHOICE 
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FAt:ZUDDIN AHMAD OVERING 
(Holland) 

Preacher and Social Worker 

It is difficult to say how my first interest in the Eastern 
world was aroused. It was purely linguistic at first. I 
started learning Arabic when still at the primary school, when 
I was about twelve or thirteen, some thirty years ago. But 
as I had no one to help me, I did not make much headway at 
first. 

It goes without saying that by the study of Arabic I came 
into contact with Islam. I bought several books about it; 
though all were written by Western authors and, therefore, 
not always unbiased. I became convinced of the truth of 
the Prophet's mission (the peace and the blessings of God be 
on him). But my knowledge about Islam was rather restricted, 
and I had no one to guide me. 

The book that influenced me most was E.G. Browne's 
History of Persian Literature in Modern Times. This brilliant 
work contains parts of two poems that were decisive for my 
conversion: the Tarji-Band by Hatif of Isfahan, and the Haft
Band by Mohtashim Kashan. 

At first Hatif's poem appealed to me most. It gives a 
beautiful visionary picture of a soul in turmoil, in a struggle for 
a higher conception of life, in which I discovered- on a lower 
level, of course - my own struggle for Truth. Although I 
cannot agree with some of its couplets, it taught me at least 
one great Truth: 

There He is One, and there is naught but He, 
That there is no god save Him alone. 

According to the wish of my mother, and in accordance 
with my own inclination, I went to a special school for rdigioua 
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instruction, not because I adhered to its religious principles 
(which admitted broadmindedness), but some knowledge of 
Christianity was thought necessary for a general education. 
I think the Principal of the school was rather surprised when at 
the end of the curriculum I handed in a composition in which 
I confessed my adherence to the Islamic faith. 

My faith in those early days was, however, irrational. 
It was a conviction, which, though genuine, was not yet armed 
by reason against the first onslaught of the rational materialism 
of the West. 

. It is then that the question arises: Why should one 
choose Islam! And why not maintain the religion in which 
one happens to be born (if any)! The answer is contained 
in the question itself: Islam means being at peace with one
self, the world and the God that is, it consists in submission 
to the will of God. Though the beauty and majestic terseness 
of the Qur'an is lost in translation, I will quote God's own 
words: 

"0 soul that art at rest. Return to thy Lord, well
pleased with Him, well-pleasing Him. So enter 
among my servants. Enter my Garden- the Para
dise." (Al-Qur'an LXXXIX: 27-30) 

Islam, therefore, is the only pure religion not a religion 
marred by mythology, like Christianity and other religions. 

Compare the Christian doctrine that an infant is respon-
sible for the sins of its forbears, with God's consoling words: 

"And no soul earns evil but against itself, and no 
bearer of a burden shall bear the burden of another". 
(Al-Qur'an VI: 165). 

"We do not impose on any soul a duty except to the 
extent of its ability." (Al-Qur'an VII :.p). 
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OMAll MITA 
(Japan) 

Economist, Social Worker and Preacher 

By the Grace of Allah I am leading a happy Muslim life 
for the last 3 years. The righteous way of life as taught by 
Islam, was shown to me by our Pakistani Tahlighi brethern 
(Missionaries), who visited my country and to whom I am 
deeply grate~ul. 

The majority of our people are Buddhists, but they are 
Buddhists in name only. They are not practising Buddhists 
and actually they are almost unmindf\11 of their religious know
ledge. The main reason for this apathetic attitude may be 
due to the fact that Buddhism presents a high sounding and 
complicated philosophy and gives nothing practical. It is 
thus beyond the reach of an average person who remains busy 
with the problems of this worldly life. He cannot under
stand it nor can he implement it. It is not so with Islam. 
The teachings of Islam are simple, straight-forward and 
quite practical. It governs all the departments of human life. 
It moulds the thinking of man and when once the thinking 
becomes pure, pure actions will follow spontaneously. The 
teachings of Islam are so simple, easy and practical that every 
one can understand it. It is not the monopoly of the priests 
as is the case in other religions. 

There is great future for Islam in Japan. Some difficul
ties may be there but the same are not insurmountable. 

Firstly, an organised steady and vigorous effort should 
be made to acquaint people with the teachings of Islam. Our 
people are becoming materialistic day by day but they are 
unhappy. They have to be told that the real peace and con
tentment lie in Islam which is complete code for life and gives 
guidance for all walks of life. 
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Secondly such people are required to do this work whose 
own lives set an example before others. 

Unfortunately the type of Muslim students who come to 
Japan from different Muslim countries are no example for us 
to follow and we cannot gain -any advice or guidance from 
them. Most of them have adopted the Western way of life 
and they know nothing about Islam due to their being educa
ted in the European established institutions, mostly convents. 

If Islam is to succeed in Japan, as I am quite sure that 
one day it will, all Islam-loving people should think over the 
problem and make sincere and concentrated efforts in this 
behalf. Such of the Muslims who are tnae bdievers and whose 
lives can be an example to others, should visit Japan and teach 
the people here. Our people are thirsty for peace, truth, 
honesty, sincerity, vittue and all that is good in life, and I am 
confident that Islam and Islam alone can quench their thirst. 

We need absolute Faith in Him to do the job and we pray 
to Hitn to grant Faith to us. 

Islam means 'peace' and no other people than the Japanese 
require peace more. Real peace can come to us by accepting 
the religion of peace. Peace with all men and peace with 
God. The brotherhood in Islam is a unique principle and in 
it truly lies salvation for the mankind. 

QUOTATION FROM THE HOLY QURAN 
Let there be no compulsion 
In religion: Truth stands out 
Clear from Error: whoever 
Rejects Evil and believes 
In God hath grasped 
The Most trustworthy 
Hand-hold, that never breaks, 
And God heareth 
And knoweth all things. 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
(Sura,II Sec. 34· Vtrse, zs6) 
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AlJ MUHAMMAD MORI 
(Japa:a) 

Social Worker and Preacher 

About 18 years ago I was in Manchuria where Japan was 
at ill weildi~ power. It was in a desert near Pieching that I 
first came across a group of Muslims. They were leading a 
pious life and I was deeply impressed by their way of living 
and by their attitude on life. This impression became deeper 
and deeper as I travelled into the interior of Manchuria. 

I returned to Japan-a defeated country-in the Summer 
of 1946 and I found that the situation in Japan had changed 
altogether. There was tremendous change in the realm of 
thinking of the people. Buddhism which was the faith of the 
majority of Japanese, was thoroughly corrupted and instead 
of providing salvation it was exerting an evil influence upon 
society. 

Christianity, after the war had made rapid strides in 
Japan although it existed there for the last 90 years but it 
had remained as a formal religion only. At first Christianity 
seemed to be accepted by the innocent, pure and simple 
young people who in a way had 'killed' their love for Buddhism, 
but to their great disappointment they soon found out that 
behind the cover of Christianity there existed the network 
of British and American capitalist interest. Christianity 
which has been given up in Christian countries is now being 
used for export, to serve their capitalistic interest. 

Japan is geographically located between Russia on the 
one hand and America on the other and both wish to exert 
their influence on the Japanese people. None can offer a 
lasting and happy solution to the spiritually disturbed Japanese 
people. 
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To my mind it" wll be the doctrine of Islam and none 
other that undoubtedly offers the much sought solution. 
Particularly I am appreciative of the fraternity in Islam. All 
Muslims are brethren unto one another and God has enjoined 
that they should live in peace and harmony with each other. 
I believe that it is this type of 'Brotherhood' which is so Yital 
and needed most by the world today. 

Last summer three Muslims visited Tokushima. They 
had come from Pakistan and it was from them that I learnt a 
great deal about Islam and what it stands for. :\lr. :\1otiwala 
in Kobe and Mr. Mita in Tokyo came to my help and I embrac
ed Islam. 

Last but not the least, I eagerly hope that one day the 
bonds of Islam will infuse new spirit amongst Muslims from 
every nook and corner of the world and this great message of 
God will resound once again with full glory from every land, 
so that the Earth becomes a Heaven to live in and God's 
creatures be really happy-both materially and spiritually 
elevated as God does intend. 

QUOTATION FROM THE HOLY QURAN 

Say ye: "We believe 
In God, and ·the revelation 
Given to us, and to Abraham, 
Ismail, Issac, Jacob, 
And the Tribes, and that given 
To Moses and Jesus, and that given 
To (all) Prophets from their Lord: 
We make no difference 
Between one and another of them: 
And we bow to God (in Islam)." 

(Sura II, Sec 16, fJerse 136) 
ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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Prof. _ABDUL AHAD DAWUD B.D. 
(Iran) 

Formerly the Reverend David BeagalllD.i Keldani, B.D. 

"My conversion to Islam cannot be attributed to any cause 
other than the gracious direction of Almighty God. Without 
this Divine guidance, all learning, searching and other efforts 
to find the truth may even lead one astray. The moment I 
believed in the. Absolute Unity of God, His Holy Apostle 
Muhammad became the pattern of my conduct and 
behaviour." 

QUOTATION FROM THE HOLY QURAN 

0 ye who believe: 
Ye are forbidden to inherit 
Women against their will. 
Nor should ye treat them 
With harshness, that ye may 
Take away part of the dower 
Ye have given them,--except 
Where they have been guilty 
Of open lewdness; 
On the contrary live with them 
On a footing of kindness and equity. 
If ye take a dislike to them 
It may be that ye dislike 
A thing, and God brings about 
Through it a great deal of good. 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
(Sura IV, Sec 1, verse 12) 
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SECTION V 
OTHER SEEKERS AFTER TRUTII 

H.F. FELLOWES 
(England) 

I have spent most of my life in the Royal Navy which 
includes service at sea in both the 1914 and 1939 wars. 

At sea you cannot escape from the immense forces of 
nature even with powerful and efficient twentieth century 
machinery and apparatus. Simple examples are fog and gales. 
In war-time there are additional hazards. 

There is a book in constant used called "Queens' Regu
lations and Admiralty Instructions". This book defines the 
duties of every officer and man. It specifies the rewards in 
the form of promotion, awards for good conduct, pay and 
pensions. It details the maximum punishments for offences 
against Naval Discipline and it covers c;very other aspect of 
life within the service. By obeying the instructions contained 
in this book a large numb::r of men have been united to form a 
happy, efficient and disciplined service. 

If I may say so without disrespect or irreverence the 
Holy Qur'an is a similar book but on an immeasurably higher 
plane. It is the instructions of Almighty God to every man, 
woman and child on this earth. 

For the past eleven years I have been a flower-grower. 
This happens to be another occupation which demonstrates 
man's dependence on God. If you work in accordance with 
God's orders He helps you and your plants prosper. If you 
dLregard His Laws, plant failures are the reward. Trained 
men is~e weather forecasts but not mfrequently they prove 
incorrect. 
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1 am convinced that the Holy Qur'an is the word of God 
and that He chose the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
to repeat His Word to the whole world. 

Islam harmonises with the life in this world. It is semple 
and straightforward, free from elaborations which cannot be 
believed. Its forms of worship reflect honest sincerity. 

Even so, born and bred a Christian in a Christian country 
the Christian tradition becomes so firmly embedded that to 
forsake it requires considerable persuasion. In this connec
tion I must make it clear that the persuasion came from within 
myself. Although my questions were answered, nobody 
ever even suggested that I should become a l'vJuslim. 

The fundamental beliefs of both Islam and Christianity 
are the same. A further examination is therefore necessary. 

Because he believed that the Christian Church had re
tained many pagan rites and beliefs, Martin Luther started a 
revolt which led to the Reformation and the foundation of the 
Prostestant Church. 

Queen Elizabeth I, when her country was threatened by 
Roman Catholic Spain and, at the same time, Central Europe 
was threatened by the advancing Ottoman Empire, identified 
the cause of Islam with that of Protestantism on the ground 
of their common hostility to idolatory. 

Martin Luther, however, appears to have been unaware 
or to have ignored the fact that some nine centuries earlier, 
under Divine Guidance, Prophet Muhammed had reformed, 
purified and perfected not only the Christian religion but also 
all other revealed religions. 

Yet the Reformation l;!y no means eliminated all the pagan 
beliefs and ceremonies from Christianity. What it did was 
to inaugurate a period of cruelty and intolerance which to some 
extent endures to the present day. 

It is noteworthy that at a time when the Spanish Inquisi-
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tion was most vicious Islam, demonstrated its tolerance. The 
Turks gave asylum to persecuted Jews in Spain. 

Jesus said that we were to obey the Ten Commandments 
given to Moses on Mount Sinai. The First Commandment 
"I am the Lord, thy God, thou shalt have none other gods but 
:\lc" is compromised by the Doctrine of Atonement. Loyalty 
to Christ is prized more highly than loyalty to God because 
Christ can intercede for us on the day of Resurrection. Yet 
Christians believe that Christ is God Incarnate. My con· 
ception of God has always been that He directs forgiving, 
merciful and just. Man can therefore be absolutely sure that 
he will be fairly judged and that all extenuat1ng circumstances 
will be considered. 

In this life you .. ccept to be held responsible for your own 
behaviour. If you are ~n accountant and falsify your em· 
ployer's accounts you will be sent to prison. If you drive a 
motor car too fast on a twisting slippery road you will have an 
accident and so on. To blame somebody else for your own 
misdeeds is considered to be cowardly. I do not believe that 
we were born miserable sinners. To sentimentalise about 
innocent children contradicts. It is my experience that normal 
people like to please others unless the another is an unpleasant 
individual. Children value the opinion of their parents and 
school teachers. Adults that of those in authority over them, 
and they take pleasure in helping their neighbours. There are 
times when for some reason or another we are seized by a 
mutinous impulse and inflict damage on somebody or some· 
thing. The frequency and degree of these outbreaks varies. 
\\'hen we do this we sin. Organised games are another ex· 
ample. If a player breaks a rule the refree penalises him. 

Bearing these considerations in mind the Doctrine of 
Atonement becomes confusing and incomprehensible. 

The Second Commandment starts "Thou shalt not 
mal{e for thyself any graven image" and later it says "thou shalt 
not bow down nor worship them." There are churches and 
cathedrals littered with images before which some people 
actually do bow down. 
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• I have often wondered why the Life, Death and Resur
rection of Jesus made no immediate impression at the time on 
the residents of Palestine whether Jews, Roman or others. 
As far as secular history is concerned Jesus's life seems to have 
escaped notice. At school I was only taught the Bible version. 
It also took, against strong opposition, several centuries before 
Christianity spread and became established. 

The History of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upo!Yhim) 
and the triumph and the amazing speed with which Islam was 
spread was taught at school. No reference was made to the 
spiritual side of Islam 

Between 1919 and 1923 I served in ships employed in 
Turkish waters. This stimulated an interest in Islam. The 
elemental declaration "There is no god but Allah and Muham
mad is His Messenger" compels ~ttention. I bought books 
about Islam. Most of them were prejudiced against it. The 
behaviour of the Caliphs during the previous three . ·!;tnrie'l 
and the corruption of Turkish politicians and gover 
officials cast an unfavourable light on Islam. Gradually I ;;.. 
the matter drop. I retained a profound faith in God but it 
was entirely passive. 

A year or so ago I began investigating the subject again. 
I wrote to the Muslim Mission and I was supplied with books 
by Muslims authors. These books exposed Western miscon
ceptions, distortions and inventions and explained why and 
how they had arisen. They showed that Islam is reawaken
ing and that there are .constructive movements actively re
storing Islam to its original purity in the light of present day 
progress and scientific knowledge with which Islam is in com
plete harmony. 

Recently newspapers have been reporting statements by 
phllosophers and authors to the effect that present religions 
are obsolete. This reflects the scepticism of the mass of 
Western people in the complexities and ambiguities of the 
Christian religion. These would-be-reformers are again 
making the same mistake as Martin Luther made. Islam, 
the complete answer, is still here. 
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It is a paradox that if you never go near a church nobody 
thinks anything about it. If y0u become a Muslim you are 
liable to be considered eccentric to say the least. 

To sum up, I have become a Muslim because Islam is 
the only true religion in theory, in practice and in all other 
respect. Doubts and misgivings are swept away by a feeling 
inside me that Islam is unquestionably the Right Path on 
which we ask God to guide us and that it will remain eternally 
the Right Path. 

PROPHECY IN HINDU SCRIPTURES 

ORIGINAL SANSKRIT TEXT 

I ~ 'f ... l4t:M1(11 I 

~ ~ ~ "f' ~•<•~w ur .... ~ • 
~~~·~~~~ ·~· 

qT~A"'!If~ctfl ~~I 
.,~~f~~ti~~~TQJ~: .. ,. 
- ~ ~ ~ 'llit r;:j ..... •oe:~· n:. 
~ ~niOCi,nl ~-~ ~ u~·· (~) 

TRA!SSLATION 

"0 people, listen this emphatically! the man of praise 
(Muhammad) will be raised among the people. We take the 
emigrant in our shelter from sixty thousand and ninety 
enemies whose conveyances are twenty camels and she camels, 
whose loftiness of position touches the heaven and lowers it. 

ISLAM-6UR CHOICE 
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MUHAMMAD SULEIMAN TAKEUCHI 
(Japan) 

Associate, Japanese Society of Ethnology 

By the grace of Allah I have embraced Islam. 

Islam attracted me because:-

(r) I found a dynamic brotherhood in Islam. 

(2) Islam has practical solutions for the problems of 
human life. It dues not separate religious worship 
from human living in society. Instead, the Mus
lims pray in congregations. and perform social ser
,·iccs to the conununity in the way of Allah. 

(3) blam is a combination of the material and the spiri
tual in human life. 

Islamic brotherhood recognises no national, tribal or 
ethnological barriers .. It unites all Muslims in the world as 
brothers. And, moreover, Islam is not for only a chosen few. 
It is the religion of the common man. It is for all men whe
ther they are Pakistanis or Indians, Arabs or Afghans, Chinese 
or J apanesc; in short it is an international religion. 

Islam thrives in the humdrum of life. It is the only 
Religion of Allah which has survived the onslaughts of time. 
Islamic teachings are here intact as they were revealed to the 
Prophet fourteen hundred years ago. And, as [slam is the 
natural religion, it has got the necessary flexibility for adjust
ment to the needs of different pcople in different ages. Thus 
during its comparatively shorter history, it has played a magni
ficent role in the development of human civilisation. 

In Islam, the road to salvation goes through society; it 
Jocs not by-pass our corporate living. I know something 
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about Buddhism and also Christianity. Both teach us re
nunciation of worldly ties and put premium on escape from 
human society. Some Buddhist sects build temples on the 
slopes of mountains, where man can reach only with great 
difficulty. Thus there are many examples in Japanes~ reli
gious life where God is made to live not within the reach of 
the common man. And Christians also have their monas
teries in far away lonely places. They all separate religious 
life from the ordinary human life. But, on the other hand, 
our Islam provides Masjid in the heart of village or town 
or in business centres of the city. It enjoins prayer with 
Jama'at and service of society as a form of religion. 

Human living is a combination of spirit and matter. 
Allah has given us soul and body. Therefore, for a full human 
living we must knit our body and soul together and should 
not draw a line between the material and the spiritual. Islam 
accepts both the spirit and the matter and by putting them 
in their right places, it builds its philosophy to cover all the 
aspects of human living. 

I am a new Muslim. I embraced Islam two years ago. 
And, as I have understood it Islam is a brotherhood with 
faith and practice. 

Today, Japan is the most advanced industrial country in 
Asia. Our Japanese society has totally changed due to the 
modern technological revolution and its by-product i.e. the 
material way of !if e. With the utter lack of natural resources 
in Japan, our only asset is hard work. We have to work hard 
every day and night just to maintain ourselvea and keep up 
our trade and industry. We are busy in a materialistic world 
where there is no sign of any spiritual life. We struggle only 
for our worldly gains. Japanese people have no time to think 
over transcendental problems. They have no religin and no 
spiritual concepts whatsoever and they are just following 
the foosteps of materialistic Europe. That is why spiritually 
they are becoming poorer and poorer and their well-fed and 
well-clad bodies contain wretched and unhappy soula. 

I am confident that the present moment is most oppor-
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S. A. BOARD 

(U.S.A.) 

It was sometime during 1920, while in a doctor's office 
I saw an issue of the African Times and Orient Review, 
London. It contained an article on Islam. In this article 
there was an expression which caught my eye, and I shall never 
forget it as it has become a part of me. The expression read, 
La ilaha illa' llah !-There is but one God. This was a priceless 
possession which Muslims carry in their breasts. 

Soon after I became a Muslim and received the natne of 
Salah-ud-din. I believe Islam is the right faith, for it joins 
no partners with God and teaches us that no one else can 
answer for our sins. Also, it harmonizes with nature, which 
show us there can't be two bosses on a job, whether in the barn
yard, pasture, city, state, nation or the uni,·erse. Another 
fact that convinced me of the truth of the message of ~slam 
was that it aroused the Arabs, and out of the mystic deserts 
surged the sturdy followers of Islam, who welded the world 
into a new empire and sang songs of love and victory in the 
vales of Andalusia. 

The Muslim Moors. found Spain a jungle, and turned it 
into a 'Garden of Roses'. I thank God for a man like John 
W. Draper, who in his The Intellectual Dn:elopment of E~Dope, 
gives the world the truth about the great part Islam played in 
originating modern .civilization. He, as a matter of fact 
deplores the way Christian historians tlj' to put out of sight\ 
Europe's debt to Islam. 

Here is his description of the natives of Europe as the 
Moors found them: 

"From the barbarism of the native people of Europe, 
who could scarcely be said to have emerged from the 
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savage state, unclean in person, benighted in mind, 
inhabiting huts in which it was amark of wealth if 
there were bulrushes on the floor and straw mats 
against the wall; miserably fed on beans, vetches, 
roots and even the bark of trees; clad in garments 
of untanned skin, or at the best of leather, perennial 
in durability but not conducive to personal purity." 

To the Saracen, Europe is inJebted for many of its per
sonal comforts. Religiously clean, it was not poesible for them 
to clothe themselves according to the fashion of the natives 
of Europe, in a garment unchanged till it dropped to pieces, 
a loathsome mags of vermin, stench and rags. 

The Arabs, being able to inspire a people to emerge from 
the slough of despon-dency, darkness, ignorance and supersti
tution and cause their descendants to sit on top of the world, 
must have had God with them. God, Muhammad and the 
Our' an changed the history of the world, and without them the 
great wonders of present day science would not exist. 

"Seck knowledge e,·en if you have to go to China" said 
Muhammad. 

"Ashhadu an Ia illalza illa'l-lah; 
"Ashhadu anna Muhammad-ur-Rasul Allah!" 

QUOTATION FROM TIIE HOLY QURAN 

It is We Who have 
Placed you with authority 
On Earth, and provided 
You therein with means 
For the fulfilment of your life: 
Small are the thanks 
That ye give! 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
(Sura VII, Sec I, 'L'erse xo) 
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B. DAVIS 

(England) 

I was born in 1931 and at the age of six went to a boarding 
school. I stayed there for se\·en years, when I left to go to the 
local County School. I was brought up a Methodist, then an 
Anglican and finally an Anglo-Catholic. All the time, however, 
I noticed that religion was detached from ordinary life like the 
best suit--only to be displayed on Sundays. I noticed, too 
that Christianity was losing its grip, especially oYer the rising 
generations. Christianity seemed to be unable to deal with 
the present crisis. It tried to drug its adherents by means of 
incense, lights, coloured vestments, long litanies to the "Saints" 
and all the other trappings of Romanism. It did not try to 
concern itself with what went on outsidc .. t~e Church. 

It was on account of this that I turned to these two pena
ceas of the present day: Communism and Fascism. 

As a Communis, i tried to think of the joys of a class
less societv, etc., but the constant stories of those who had 
'escaped' (how can one escape from a free land?) from the 
'new democracies' made me sec that Communism was just 
the tool of would-be world rulers, the Russians. I then swung 
to the other extreme, Fascism. This doctrine promised 
everything to c\·crybody and I tried to make myself hate people 
for their race or colour. It was only after some months as 
one of Mosley's supporters that I thought of the last war and 
all the beatings, etc., done by the Nazis and I tried to push 
them out of my mind. I was never happy as a Fascist but it 
seemed to me the only solution to our difficulties. 

It was whilst in this frame of mind that I saw a copy of 
"The Islamic Review" on a bookstall. I don't know what 
made me pay two shillings and six pence for a magazine which 
expressed doctrines that I had been told by Christians, Com-
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munists and Fascists were only believed by cut-throats fDd 
bandits and were not worth tuppence. I did buy it, however, 
and I read and re-read it. In Islam I found·an that was g?Od 
in Christianity, Communism and all the other; "isms" with 
a bit more as well. 

I instantly took out a year's subscription and a few months 
later I became a Muslim. Since that day I have been very 
happy in my new faith. 

I hope to learn Arabic if and when I get to the univer
sit~·. At the present moment, however, I am studying Latin 
French and Spanish. 

THE HOLY QURAN .... 

Christ the so11 of \larv 
\\"as no more than · 
An Apostle; many were 
The ap'lstles that passed away 
Before him. His mother 
\Vas a woman of truth. 
They had both to eat 
Their (daily food). 
See how God doth make 
His Signs clear to them; 
Yet see in what ways 
They are deluded 
A way from the truth: 

(Sura V, Sec 1 o, t•erse 78) 
lSLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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THOMAS MUHAMMAD CLAYTON 
(U.S.A.) 

The sun had just passed the meridian. As we walked 
along the hot, dusty road, we heard or rather felt a monotonous 
but strangely beautiful chant fill the air about us. Passing 
through a group of trees, a strange and wondrous sight befell 
our unbelieving eyes. There, on a recently improvised high 
wooden tower, a blind Arab, clad in spotless raimants and 
white turban, seemed to harangue the very heavens with his 
fascinating intonation. \Ve sat down with no conscious effort, 
hypnotized by his weird, spirit-like refrain. The words we did 
not understand feel fascinatingly upon our ears, Allahu Akbar, 
A/lahu Akbar: La Ilaha llla'l-Lah;-God is the Greatest; 
God is the Greatest; there is no god but God. 

Before that we had been aware of nothing going on about 
us, but now we noticed that a great number of people were 
beginning to asscmbl~:. People of all ages, of all manners of 
dress, of all walks of life, were approaching with a taciturnity 
which betoker.ed reverence. They spread long mats upon the 
ground which produced an interesting colour contrast between 
the green of the grass and, the, tan of the mats. More and more 
people came, and indeed, we had begun to wonder whether the 
assembly would ever be complete. The people took off their 
shoes and sandals and formed long lines, one line falling in 
behind the other. We were amazed, even on our silent passive 
observaticn, that no distinctions of any kind were to be found 
in this congregation. Here were white men, yellow men, 
black men. poor men, "ealthy men, beggars, and merchants, 
all standing side by side with no thought of race or social 
station in life. I:\ot one single person in that whole gathering 
looked away from the mat immediately in front of him. 

The fraternal spirit displayed by that heterogenous group 
is an impression which was indelible. Almost three years 
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have now passed since that event, two of which I have been a 
Muslim and I find myself even now awakening in the middle of 
the night to hear once more that beautiful and plaintive c'lant, 
and to sec again those men who displayed the true attributes 
of men who sincerely seek their God. 

PROPHECY IN THE PARSI SCRIPTURE 

ORIGINAL PAHLAVI 

J~Y.('v*~ 1tJ~,L',-'(~.,,;;.,~~'f-:'f, 
* r')rrU:J/f~y,, ~ :~~y'4,,..:fx,JL;:, 

• t.::._...,~,.., "'!J ,~-: .,J,J;~,.,I(u-(;;l:)/-': 

~ ·,~~r ~,_;. ,J;;,,;,:.~(~(,.,;:,,..c..,(',~ ut.!~ • .,;, 
(Dasatir No. 14) 

'fRANSI.ATION 

"\\"hen the Persians should sink so low in morality, 
a man will be born in Arabia whose followers will upset 
their throne, religion and everything. The mighty stiff
necked ones of Persia will be overpowered. The house which 
was built (refering to Abraham building the Ka'ba) and in 
which many idols have been placed wil be purged of idols, 
and people will say their prayers facing towards it. His 
followers will capture the towns of \tie Parsis and Taus and 
Balkh and other big places round about. People will embroil 
with one another. The wise men of Persia and others will 
join his followers." 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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J.W. LOVEGROVE 

(England) 

These few lines are a humble attempt on my part to meet 
inquiries which I receive from various quarters as to the reasons 
for my embracing Islam. I have not to make a case for the 
Faith. There is something unique about it. It is the religion 
of history and its teacher a personality in history. We know 
very little of other religions as to their original teachings; some 
scattc:red accounts consisting of a few moral precepts have 
been handed down to us; their genuineness, being admittedly 
impeachable. The lives of almost all other teachers are en
veloped in myth and mystery, and do not help us to read their 
own teachings in the light of their actions. On the other hand, 
in the case of Islam, no one has ever doubted the authenticity 
of its record. The Book of Islam, the Qur'an is the same 
today as it was in the days of the Holy Prophet. His deeds 
and his sayings in which he translates the various precepts 
of the Book, have come to us in their original purity. I found 
in them a consolation, which in vain I had searched for else
where. I wanted a simple, practical religion free from dogma 
and tenets, which I could not accept without killing my reason. 
To do my duty to God, and my neighbour, undoubtedly is 
and ought to be the main object of every religious system, 
but Islam came to give the maxim a practical shape. We 
want precept as well as example to me<!t all the contingencies 
and exigencies of life and directions to guide us in our difficult 
callings. This I found in Islam. 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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T.H. MCBARKLIE 

(Ireland) 

I was brought up in the Protestant faith, and at a very 
early age I began to find the teachings of Christianity unsatis
factory. By the time I had left school and gone to the uni
versity this suspicion had become a certainty; the Christian 
Chruch, as I had been shown it, meant little or nothing to me. 
I almost despaired to finding an established creed which would 
Include all ideas I had formulated, and for a long time I tried 
to satisfy, myself with .-ague beliefs of my own. One day I 
chanced on a copy of the book: "Islam and Civilization". As 
I read it I realized that nearly all my beliefs were included in 
the doctrine the little volume expoundtd. 

The broad outlook of Islam as opposed to the intolerance 
of tho:: Christian sects, the learning and culture of the Islamic 
countries in the ~Iiddle Ages compared with the ignorance and 
superstition of other lands at that time, the logical theory of 
compensation as agai:1~t the Christian idea of atonement, 
were a few of the points that first struck me. Later I came to 
realize that here was a faith broad as humanity itself, ready 
for the guidance of rich and poor alike and able to hreak down 
all barriers of creed and colour. 

THE HOLY QURAN . ... 

They say: "Become Jews 
or Christians if ye would be guided 
(To salvation)." Say thou: 
"Nay: (I would rather) the Religion 
Of Abraham the True, 
And he joined not gods with God. 

(Sura II, Sec 16, verse IJS) 
ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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DEVIS WARRINGTON-FRY 

(Australia) 

Islam came to me as the spring comes to the cold earth 
after dark winter. It has warmed my soul and clothed me in 
beautiful teachings. How clear and fresh are the teachings 
of Islam and how logical! "There is but One God and :\'Iu
harnmed is His Prophet". Can there be anything more sub
lime than this? ~one of the mysterious 'The Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost' ritual, which, I suppose, is quite awe-in
spiring but is hardly satisfactory to a keen mind. Islam is so 
modern, so applicable to the world today. Take, for instance, 
the teachings of the Equality of Man which is taught also in 
the Christian churches but which, with, them has no meaning 
with their Pope and Archbishops and bishops, and so on, 
all striving for power and using God's name as an excuse. 
How different is Islam from this! How much more sincere 
are the teachings of Muhanunad (peace be upon him) as re
vealed to him by God! 

0 ye who believe: 
Give the good things 
Which ye have (honourably) earned, 
And of the fruits of the Earth 
Which We have produced 
For you, and do not even aim 
At getting anything 
Which is bad, in order that 
Out of it yc may gi,·e av.-ay 
Something, when ye yourselves 
Would not receive it 
Except with closed eyes. 
And know that God 
Is Free of all wants, 
And Worthy of all praise. 

(Sura II, Sec 37, verse z67) 
ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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FAROUK B KARAI 

(Zanzibar) 

The reason of my becoming a Muslim was an inward feel
ing and my great love and devotion to the holy prophet of 
Islam- Muhammad (May peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him). I had cherished these feelings in my heart since 
long quite spontanedusly. Furthermore I was living in 
Zanzibar where many Muslim friends gave me an opportunity 
to study and understand Islam thoroughly. I used to read 
the Islamic literature secretly for fear of my .relatives. How
ever, in December, 1940, I found myself ready to face the world 
and I announced about my acceptance of Islam and then began 
the story of my 'persecution' at the hands of my family mem
bers and others of the Parsec community to which I had for
merly belonged. It is a long story of hardships that I have 
undergone. My family strongly disapproved of my becoming 
a Muslim and they employed all conceivable methods to harass 
me. Since 'Truth' had dawned upon me, nothing could deter 
me from following my chosen path of accepting One God and 
prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) as His last Messenger. 

I stood like the rock of Gibraltar against the innumerable 
miseties, misfortunes and calamities wrought upon me by my 
family members, one after the other. However, the thought 
that "Allah knows His ways best" sustained me through all 
this. 

The Holy Qur'an which I studied in Gujrati,. helped 
me a lot and I can say without any fear of contradiction that 
no other religious book can stand equal to it. This is the 
only 'Book' which is complete in itself teaching simplicity, 
love, brotherhood, equality and humanity. It is a wonderful 
Book indeed and guided by its sublime precepts, the Muslims 
will live for ever. 
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MUMIN ABDUR RAZZAQUE SELLIAH 

(Ceylon) 

At one time I really held Islam in abhorrence. I had no 
Muslim friends, for Islam was so repulsive to me that I did 
not want even to associate with its adherents. Little did I 
dream that a study of books on Islam would make a new man 
of me. I began to love Islam because of its straight and non
mysterious path. It is clean and simple, yet so full of deep 
studies that I soon felt the inevitable was drawing near. 

The Holy Qur'an, some passages of \vhich I read, simply 
struck me with wonder, for I had the idea that there was no
thing to rival the Bible. I found, however, that I was hope
lessly mistaken in this. Indeed, the Holy Qur'an is so full 
of truths, and its teachings so practical and free from dog
matic tenets and mysteries, that I daily drifted into the religion 
of 'Peace and Love' which Islam certainly is. 

The Muslim brotherhood, also did not pass me unnoticed. 
If one wants to see the true realization of "love thy neighbour 
as ye love thyself" it can-Dnly be found in the Muslim brother
hood, the greatest and truest union of people the world has 
ever seen. 

What convinced me further was that Islam was not dog
matic. It is ideal and practical, rational and modern. It is 
also ideal in its conception of the One God and in its spirituality. 
Practical in its tenets, modern and rational in outlook, it is 
the one religion for all humanity. 
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ABDULLAH UEMURA 

(Japan) 

Islam lays great emphasis on the Oneness of God, on 
Life-after-death, on the Day of Judgment, on Love, on Righ
teousness, on Virtue, on Truthfulness, on Integrity of character 
and all that is good in life. Seek the pleasure of Allah-that 
in truth is the essence of the teachings of Islam. And in my 
search for truth, I found it in Islam. 

Christianity or for the matter the Gospels, as they exist 
today, are not the same pure revelation as had come from God. 
Time and again changes have been made therein and its 
originality is thus distorted. Whereas the Holy Qur'an is a 
revelation from God and it has remained the same, without 
slightest change, or alteration. 

Christianity as it has been brought down to us is not in a 
true sense, revelation from God but only the words and con
duct of Jesus Christ concerning it, corresponding to the 
Hadith of Islam. Therefore God's revelation is not direct as 
is in Islam. 

The most confusing point about Christianity is the issue 
of 'Trinity'. It is to be merely believed without being under
stood, for there is no rational explanation to it. Moreover 
it is shocking to hear that the punishment of sinners and there
fore non-christians too (as sinner for non-belief in Christian 
preachings) is eternal death. If sinners were told that they 
would die for ever, their natural reaction would be to indulge 
in all luxury and vice more deeply to satisfy themselves be
cause when death comes, it would mean an end for ever. 

The Japanese Mahayana Buddhism is a product of the 
orthodox and primitive Buddhism. It resembles Brah
manism. It appears from its preachings that Buddha was an 
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atheist, for he. denies the immortality of the soul. However 
Brahmanism is distinct on this point. But unfortunately 
Brahmans are not clear about Brahma. They try to philo
sophise him and in their search to find him through their 
sense of sight and hearing, they begin to worship God's creation 
rather than God himself. Islam alone guides us to the Liv
ing God, Who is Omnipotent, Omnipresent; Who is neither 
begotten nor He begoteth anyone and all that is in the heavens 
and in the earth belongs to Him. To none should one bow 
except to Him. None should one fear and submit but to 
Him. 

The Japanese Shintoism is deprived of virtues, as it is 
not strictly moralistic. It is polytheistic and like the pagans 
allows worship of many gods. 

Islam alone is the answer to the cry and search of the soul 
to ·find the path of Rationality and Truth. 

Thomas Carlyle has said .... 

" ...... These Arabs, the man Mahomet and that one 
century,-is it not as if a spark had fallen, one spark on a world 
of what seemed black unnoticeable sand, but lo, the sand proves 
explosive powder, blazes heaven-high from Delhi to Grenada: 
I said: the Great Man was always as lightening out of heaveR; 
the rest of the men waited for him like fuel, and then they 
too would flame." (Thomas Carlyle in his "On Heroes, 
Hero-worship, And the Heroic in History," Everyman's 
Library, London, 1918; p. 311) 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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IBRAIDM VOO 

(Malaya) 

J was a Roman Catholic before accepting Islam, but I 
lost faith in those rites such as the Trinity, Holy Communion, 
Consecration of the host, mysteries, etc. I did not lose faith 
in God. No Catholic priest could help me by explaining these 
problems ratiom.lly, and the only reply was "Mysteries will 
remain mysteries; Jesus is the last prophet and Muhammad 
is an imposter" (God forbid). 

:VIy faith d\\ indled in th:lt religion until I happened to 
mix with lots of Muslims in l\Ialaya. I used to talk about 
religion with them and we sometimes had heated arguments. 
Gradually I became convinced that Islam is rational and that 
Islam is what I know as truth. There is nothing to adore but 
God. No images, statues or paintings are found in a mosque. 
It is prayer in a mosque or anywhere that has won me over ... 

Bertrand Russell says .... 

"Our use of the phrase 'The Dark Ages' to co\·er the period 
from 699 to I,ooo marks our undue concentration on Western 
Europe .... From India to Spain, the brilliant civilization of 
Islam flourished. What was lost to Christendom at this time 
was not lost to civilization, but quite the contrary .... To us it 
seems thatWest-European civilization is civilization, but this 
is a narrow vie\v." "History of \Vestem Philosophy", Lon
don, 1948, p. 419). 

ISLAM-OUR CHOICE 
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MAUHMUDGUNNARERffiSON 

(Sweden) 

I praise God and pray for His noble Prophet. I bear 
witness that there is no god but Allah. He has no partner, 
and I bear witness that 1\luhammad is His servant and messen
ger. 

It was about fi,·e years ago when I first came in contact 
with Islam. A very good friend of mine wanted to read the 
Holy Qur'an for some reason. I did not want to be ignorant 
of that book if he knew something about it, and so I also tried 
to get hold of Swedish translation. I managed to find one 
before he did, and started to read it. As I had borrowed it 
from a library, I could not have it for more than fortnight, 
but I borrowed it again and again. The more I read of it 
the more I became convinced that this was the Truth. So 
one day in November 1950 I made up my mind to become a 
muslim. 

One or two years passed hy. I maintained that I was a 
'.Mohammedan', but itwas nothing more. I did not enquire fur
ther into Islam till one day I visited the main library in Stock
holm. Remembering that I was a 'Mohammedan', I made up 
my mind to see if the.library had got some literature on the 
'Mohammedan' religion, and to my astonishment, found some 
books. I borrowed a few of them and read them carefully, 
together with Muhammad Ali's translation of the Holy Qur'an. 
Now I became more convinced than ever of the truth of Islam, 
and I also began to practise it. 

Just by chance, I happ.:ncd to come in touch with a 
Muslim association in Sweden, and I attended 'hi-prayer in 
Stockholm for the first time in I<)52· 

This \\·as my position when I went to England just a few 
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weeks before 'ld-ul-Fitr 1372 A.H. The first day I was in 
England I went to Woking Mosque where it was suggested 
that I should publicly declare my faith in Islam on 'ld-day, 
which I consequently did. 

What especially appealed to me in Islam was, and is, its 
rationalism. Yoy are not asked to believe anything without 
reason. The Holy Qur'an gives us proofs of the existence of 
God that leave nothing further to be wished for. 

Another appeal of Islam is its universality. The Qur'an 
does not talk about God as the Lord of the Arabs or of any 
special people, nay, not even as the Lord of the World, but as 
the Lord of the worlds, while earlier revealed books talk about 
"the Lord of God of Israel" etc. 

Furthermore, we are asked to believe in all the prophets, 
whether mentioned in the Holy Qur'an or not. 

Finally, in previous revelations we find several prophecies 
which without the shadow of a doubt prophesy about the 
Prophet Muhammad (on whom be peace and the blessings of 
God) and in the Qur'an God says: "Surely, this ihy We have 
completed Our favour on you, and chosen for you Islam as a 
religion" and "Surely, the religion with God is Islam". 

QUOTATION FROM TilE HOLY QURAN 

If it were His Will, 
He could destroy you, 
0 mankind, and create 
Another race: for He 
Hath power this to do. 

(Sura IV, Sec 19, verse 133) 
ISLAM-OUR aiOICE 
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tunc for spreading Islam in Japan. Blind pursuit of material 
pleasures hag now made the socallcd progrcssi\'e nations the 
\·ictims of spiritual hollowness. Islam and Islam alone can 
fill this vacuum in their souls. If proper steps are now taken 
for the preaching of Islam in Japan, I fed that within two or 
three generations the entire country can be brought within th<' 
folds of Islam. By this conversion, I furcsee, a great glory for 
Islam in the Far East and also greater blessing for humanity 
in that part of the world. 

"MUHAMMAD (P.B.U.H.) IN THE GOSPEL" 

"Then said the Priest," How shall the :\Te> ;iah be calleu, 
and what sign shall reveal his comjng?" 

Jesus Answered: The name of the !Vlessiah is Admirable 
for God himself gave him the name when he had created his 
soul, and placed it in Celestial splendour. God said; wait 
Muhammad, for thy sake I will create paradise, the world, 
and a great multitude of creatures, whereof I make thee a 
present, in so much that who so shall bless thee, shall be bles
sed, and who so shall curse thee, shall be accursed. When I 
shall send thee into the world, I shall send thee as my mes
senger of salvation, and thy world shall be ture, insomuch that 
heaven and earth shall fail, but thy faith ~hall never fail." 

Muhammad is his blessed name. 

Then the crowd lifted up their voices saying: 0 God, 
send us thy messenger. 0 Muhammad, come quickly for the 
salvation of the world: 

From 

"THE GOSPEL OF BARNABAS" 

Edited and translated from the Italian Manuscript in the 
Imperial Library at Vienna, by LONSDALE AND LAURA 
RAGG 
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THE LAST WORD 

Islam consist..; of God's Gnida:1cc to humanity. It is 
not the religion of any particular people. It docs not belong 
to any specific land. All prophets of God, in all ages and at 
all places, preached this very religion. The last, latest and 

· revised edition of this religion was revealed to Muhammad of 
Arabia (peace be upon him). He performed his mission in 
the best possible nunner and established a civilization on the 
foundations of Islam. Arabs became the standard-bearers of 
this ideology, and they rose from oblivion to become, by its 
grace, a world power to be reckoned with. From .\rabia 
this religion was disseminated tQ other peoples and other lands. 
When Arabs became disregardful of their duty towards the 
Lord, other peoples stepped ahead to uphold the banner of 
Islam. Egyptiam;, Spaniards, Saljuks, Kurds, Berbers, Turks, 
Indians, :c\Iangols, etc. entered the fold of Islam, upheld its 
banner and sen-eJ its cause. All of them made a name for 
themselves, in their own times. Islam is not the monopoly 
of a certain people. It belongs to the whole of humanity. 
Who knows what other people of the East and the West will 
embrace it and become the spear-head of Islamic revival and 
the pioneers of a twentieth century world-renaissance. 

Come 1rew generations, 
Proclaim the fight for truth 
Raise up the ba1111ers of im:i11cible faith 
Build bridges 'k'itlt your l~fe across 
The gaping earth blasted 7~·ith hatred 
A11d march foru•ard 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

The readers are requested to note the change of 
address on pages 19, 26, 29, 31 45, and 48 (t), which wiU be 
read as follows:-

Geneva Coma.U. :153• 
Geneva (Switzerland) 

The offices of Islamic Literature trust, International 
Islamic Publications Ltd., and Muslimnews International 
are now situated at the above address in Geneva (Switzer
land.) 
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