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According to joint estimates from UNAIDS and WHO, the
number of people living with HIV and AIDS had grown to 43
million by the end of September 2005, which is 10% more
than just one year before. Since the beginning of the pandemic
2 crore people have died of AIDS all over the world. Estimate
shows that approximately 2.3 million children (under age 15
years) world wide are living with HIV. More than 95% of
people infected with HIV live in developing countries. About
6,000 people are newly infected with HIV every day. In 2005
about 5 million people have been infected with HIV, the most
affected region is sub-shaharan of Africa where 20 million
people are living with HIV/AIDS. In Africa 2/3 of the whole
populations have been infected with HIV. Among them 77%
are women.

In Asia, the countries with a large number of infections are
India, Thailand, Myanmar, China, Nepal and Cambodia.

India: HIV is spreading rapidly throughout India with an
estimated 5.1 million people are currently infected (end of
2003), around 38% are women, the most rapid and well-
documented spread has occurred in Mumbai and Tamil Nadu.
Here HIV prevalence has reached 50% in sex worker, 30% in
STI patient and 2% in antenatal clinics. It is projected that the
number of people living with HIV/AIDS in India will be 20-25
million by 2010.

Nepal: In Nepal an estimated 61,000 people are living with
HIV/AIDS (est. 2003) and 3100 peopl died of AIDS (est.
2003).

Thailand: Estimated number of people living with HIV/AIDS
is 5,70,000 (end of 2003). It is estimated that 50% of
infections were result of heterosexual transmission in
cohabiting partnerships, 20% due to injecting drug use, 15%
transmitted mother to child and 15% were associated with

commercial sex.
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Myanmar: Among the three Asian countries hardest hit by the
epidemic, only in Myanmar do national HIV infection rates
continue to rise. Number of people living with HIV/AIDS
3,30,000 (end of 2003), 65% were due to heterosexual contact,
26% to injecting drug use and 5% due to contaminated blood.

China: The estimated number of people living with HIV/AIDS
at the end of 2003 was 8,40,000. Since 1999 there has been a
30% annual rate of increase of reported HIV infection. Based
on this calculation, it is projected that the number of people
living with HIV/AIDS in China will exceed 10 million by
2010.

Cambodia: Cambodia’s national HIV prevalence around 3%
since 1997 is the highest in Asia. Number of people living
with HIV/AIDS is 1,70,000 (end of 2003) and adult prevalence
rate of HIV/AIDS is 2.6% and death is 15000 (in 2003).
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orat or I fifes I Wik @ @, SfEE wisarst =
*oFdl 3¢ & ANSA | The Institute of Sex Research @3 @&
G T W, YSAE TR o4 do S FAH | BIRY
W I 7w, “Homosexual men and women are coming
out of the closet as never before to live openly. They are
colonizing areas of big cities as their own turf, operating bars
and even founding churches in conservative small towns, and
setting up a nationwide network of organizations to offer
counseling and companionship to those gays- still the vast
majority- who continue to conceal their sexual orientation.”
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