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“Press Release of the Government of Bangldesh on War Crimes
Trial (17 April 1973)

Investigations into the crimes commited by the Pakistani occu-
pation forces and their auxiliaries are almost complete. Upon
the evidence, it has been decided to try 195 persons of serious
crimes, which include genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity, breaches of Article 3, of the Geneva Conventions,
murder, rape and arson.

Trials shall be held in Dacca before a Special Tribunal, consist-
ing of judges having status of judges of the Supreme Court.

The trials will be held in accordance with universally recog-
nized judicial norms eminent international jurists will be invit-
ed to observe the trials. The accused will be afforded facilities
to arrange for their defence and to engage counsel of their
choice, including foreign counsel. A comprehensive law pro-
viding for the constitution of the Tribunal, the procedure to be
adopted and other necessary materials is expected to be passed
this month. The accused are expected to be produced before the
Tribunal by the end of May 1973.”
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“13. The question of 195 Pakistaini prisoners of war was dis-
cussed by the three Ministers, in the context of the earnest
desire of the Goverments for reconciliation, peace and in
friendship in the subcontinent. The Foreing Minister of
Bangladesh states that the excesses and manifold crimes com-
mitted by these prisoners of war constituted, according to the
relevant provisions of the U.N. General Assembly Resolutions
and International Law, war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide and that there was universal consensus that persons
charged with such crimes as the 195 Pakistani prisoness of war
should be held to acount and subjected to the due process of
law. The Minister of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs of
the Government of Pakistan said that his Goverment con-
demned and deeply regretted any crimes that may have been
committed.

14. In this connection the three Ministers noted that the matter
should be viewed in the context of the determination of the
three countries to continue resolutely to work for reconcilia-
tion. The Ministers further noted that following recognition, the
Prime Minister of Pakistani had declared that he would visit
Bangladesh in response to the invitation of the Prime Minister
of Bangladesh and appealed to the people of Bangladesh to for-
give and forget the mistakes of the past in order to promote rec-
onciliation. Similarly, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh had
declared with regard to the atrocities and destruction committed
in Bangladesh in 1971 that he wanted the people to forget the
past and to make a fresh start, stating that the people of
Bangladesh knew how to forgive.
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15. In the light of the foregoing and in particular, having regard
to the appeal of the Prime Minister of Pakistani to the people of
Bangladesh to forgive and forget the mistakes of the past, the
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh stated that the Government of
Bangladesh had decided not to proceed with the trials as an act
of clemency. It was agreed that the 195 prisoners of war may be
repatriated to Pakistani along with the other prisoners of war
now in the process of repatriation under the Dellhi
Agreement.”?
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ety §fe refie 2@ | pfeR S do @3 IF9 f&F, “The
question of 195 Pakistani Prisoners of war was discussed by the
three ministers, in the context of the eamnest desire of the
Goverments for reconciliation, peace and friendship in the sub-
continent. The foreign minsiter of Bangladesh stated that the
excesses and manifold crimes committed my Phese prisoners of
war constituted, according to the relevant provisions of the U.N.
General Assembly Resolution and international law, war
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, and that there
was universal consensus that persons charged with such crimes
as the 195 Pakistan prisoners of war should be held to account
and subjected to the due process of Law. The Minister of State
for Defense and Foreign Affars of the government of Pakistan
said that his government condemed and deeply regretted any
crimes that may have been committed.”

TR $8-94 959 f&A : In this connection the three Ministers
noted that the matter should be viewed in the context of the
determination of the three countries to continue resolutely to
work for reconciliation. The ministers further noted that fol-
lowing recognition, the Prime Minister of Pakistan had declared
that he would visit Bangladesh in response to the invitation of
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh and appeated to the People of
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Bangladsh to forgive and forget the mistakes of the past in
order to promote reconciliation. Similarly, the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh had declared with regard to the atrocities and
destruction committed in Bangladesh in 1971 that he wanted the
people to forget the past and to make a fresh start; stating that
the people of Bangladesh knew how to forgive.”

TG S¢ (S I AACR, “In the light of the foregoing and, in par-
ticular, having regard to the appeal of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan to the people of Bangladesh to forgive and forget the
mistakes of the past. The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh stat-
ed that the government of Bangladesh had decided not to pro-
ceed with the trials as an act of clemency. It was agreed that the
195 prisoners of was may be repatiated to Pakistan along with
the other Prisoners of War now in the process of repatriation
under Delhi Agreement.”
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Overstressing the caretaker govt.

Editorial
The New Nation

THE present caretaker government has taken to itself more bur-
den than its constitutionally mandated main tasks of holding
free and fair elections. It has intimated changes in very vital
areas of national life from anti-corruption measures to separa-
tion of the judiciary. Its capacities are already found too stressed
among the tasks that it has taken up. Completing them within
the remaining part of its tenure, only one year till the end of
2008, would test all its capacities. The size of the government
has also not increased. The advisory council remains the same
eleven in number and their energies of advisers are being spread
thin and taxed heavily as they have to accomplish too much too
soon.

In these circumstances, is it fair for some groups to go on press-
ing it for undertaking more tasks? The ones who are proposing
these new tasks are at the same time found stressing the point
that the incumbent administration should restrict its activities to
only holding the national elections to form the next elected gov-
ernment. But when it comes to issues of their interest, they
want the administration to take up more work load. Thus it is
sheer hypocrisy on the part of those who say contradictory
things such as the current administration is taking on more than
it can handle while in the same breath they demand that this
government should take up new tasks. The demand for trial and
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punishment of those who were blamed for war crimes in
Bangladesh in 1971 is the case in point. These quarters did not
raise this demand when they had the opportunity to implement
it. Thus, one may think that this demand has been raised to cre-
ate new irritants for the government as it is concentrating it
energies on holding elections. The trial of war criminals cannot
be just wished and done. It would call for some actions which
would generate a lot of political heat and probably also vio-
lence. Would that be desirable in the greater interest of holding
the elections smoothly?

Indeed, it was the government that took over immediately after
the Liberation War that extended general amnesty to collabora-
tors of the Pakistani forces, The move at that time was
explained as necessary to build national unity and cohesion by
forgiving and forgetting. Again, in the late nineties also they did
nothing to try the once-charged war criminals. It was even spec-
ulated at that time that those in the corridors of power could go
for a power sharing deal with the party they now want to blame.
Exploring the possibilities of political alliance for going to
power at that time was defended as stemming from hard politi-
cal realities or the principle that there is no last word in politics.
If such political opportunism was justified then, why such
rigidity on these issues now. Whatever the motive for raising the
demand afresh, it would have a negative effect on the prepara-
tions for holding national elections. #

[Editorial, The New Nation Date 14.11.07]
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