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India is not only one of our major trading partners
but is also an upper riparian to Bangladesh as the
source of 58 of our principal rivers. Given
Bangladesh’s India-centric geography, our increasing
economic links and the extraordinary economic op-
portunities becoming available to Bangladesh now
that India has, after all these years, finally provided
us with duty free access for our exports, we need to
develop a strategic vision for defining our relations
with India. This relationship is too important to be
kept hostage to the shifting sands of our party poli-
tics. Designing such a strategy demands a process of
public consultation and would eventually need to be
backed by all political parties so that India-
Bangladesh relations are addressed as a national
rather than a party issue.
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