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Help ye one another unto righteousness and pious duty. Help not one
another unto sin and transgression.

EDITORIAL

We are altogether delighted and proud that we have at last succeeded in publishing
a commorative book from the port-city of Chittagong in golden memory of Late Justice
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury, widely recognized and reputed as the Conscience of
Bangladesh. Delighted we are because we, by the grace of Allah, have been able to
surmount some unwanted impedimendts and delays on the way to publishing this
tributive book on the occasion of the memorial meeting, and proud because we have
achieved a bit of success in upholding and preserving atleast a portion of the lofty ideas
and ideals of a brave soldier of truth like Justice Chowdhury by weaving them into the
folds of a printed book. If this fittle attempt of ours stimulates the new generation with his
ideals to go ahead on a right path, we shall deem our labour a success.

Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury was a staunch follower of truth and righteous-
ness. Since his sludentlife he was bold and loud in the utterance of truth. While studing
in Dhaka University he took an active part in the Bengali Language Movement and as
such that famous historic memorandum presented by the student community to the
Prime Minister of the then Pakistan was drafted by him. This memorandum contained the
demand for the national status of the Bengali language along with some other strong
demands of the then East Bengal. Afterwards in his praclical life also Marhoom
Chowdhury, as a successful lawyer and competent jndge, showed an extraordinary
brilliance of his mind and merit in promoting the cause of reason and righteousness.
Latter as a veteran and prudent guardian of the society he gave the nation a proper
ideological and political guideline in his different writings, interviews and lectures. He
always stressed on achieving country's peace and prosperity through a sense of healthy
nationalism and enlightened patriotism based on national feelings, tradition, unity and
dignity. His realization of this.truth was apparent in all his works and words. Not only for
the gaping grievances of Bangladesh, but for all suffering countries of the world which
were confronted with multifarious engrossing problems, his utterance of truth was loud.
Hence we saw him focusing on the stern truth about different international problems of
oppressed humanity including those of Kashmir, Palestine, Bosnia and the Muslim
Ummah etc. He Kever compromised with falsehood. This was the charisma of his
character, although his affable manners created for him soft corners in all our minds. May
our new generation be imbued with his ideal of unflinching truth and greatness of heart.

We are indebted to the reverend writers and intellectuals who cooperated with us by
giving their valuable writings. We sincerely thank the authorities of different newspapers
and periodicals from which some articles and interviews were borrowed by us. We shall
ever remember the sincere help rendered by the Marhoom's family. Hearty thanks are
due to all others including particularly the honourable advisory council of the Remem-
brance Committee, committee's leaders and KAVICO's eversmiling friends. We solicite
forgiveness of all for some unavoidable errors remaining in the book. May Allah bless the
Marhoom with jannat. Khoda Hafez.

- Al-Quran

Chittagong Quazi Azizuddin Ahmad
15 April, 1995

www.pathagar.com



ELGil orera

FACST TGS
JEAEEER S
ESEE S
TTH TR TEH
FITHR AFTS
TR G

YRS N gy

sfafefs
AN

L]

oS S I T QErsa= WV WEEE 3901 T do8b iR
1S wRga 72w G Tw- 0 T, @, P 9T, T T 9I
oS SRR 77aF Gig@ w=d- O 9537 9Ew

favtaefs SR 3zam Gig@ O ©. Srew =g @i

Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury- a Syed Ashraf Ali

T3 eSS T Gigd- O qersrs WmTe wrew

53a ReefS G- O qerers =i wrzam e

Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury:

A. Man of Firm Conviction-0 Nazir Ahmad

wfeTaR wfses b 5 cirem-0) wifeeE =5 Im
oS s 7w Bty AsgeR @3 T e A9-0 B3 AeEml AL
IR SEl miEskles

Fiigw SR @3 afsTR wlems-0 wiee s

Hifea e [ERHAfs S 3zam Gigd T O i Feim

ReRef® SR 7zmm G FRors-co- 1 Gurenss i s sfaw
wfEA Gl @37 ¢ IR A T=1- O wifim o=

woT Ay W THE- 0 T wifER e

Abba Dearest : A daughter's Tribute- O Ruseli Roahman Mahmud

L[S kL

e @arEiEN- O Siwwe Gy
o Wi @mis- O wgR-818w

www.pathagar.com



Il

IR s

© e e

wfess figre

The Bangladesh Times

LISEL|
BT (TN WITSE AAS

ArFIFE
fafat

Al

RIS
s}
Az

Sy

e wiq A
AT -
= 25w

ALPHAH
forefea Ao @

[

wferE

An Address of welcome to Prime Minister Liagat Ali Khan

afsfre o A
=R

o
BormB! offrw
TSt G

www.pathagar.com



EMBASSY OF

I STATE OF
DHAKA

Ref.
Date

Jo

KUWAIT

............................................................................................... i
.12-01-1994 ER— Y

Mrs. Abdur Rahman Chowdhury
661/A, Dhanmondi R/A

Road # 11 (new)

Dhaka.

The Premature death of brother Justice
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury came as a profound chock
to me. Inna Lillahi Wa Inna Elaihi Rajwoon. We
have lost not only a true friend of Kuwait as
well as a Champion of human rights in the world.

My heart felt sympathy lies with your
family members and pray to Almighty Allah that
may He grant you all the strength to bear the
loss with fortitude.

With best regards.

Sincerely yours

¢

Hasan Bader Al-Eqab
Charge d' Affaires.
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR MALAYSIA
IN
BANGLADESH

January 13, 1994

L Mz Q’)’_‘) %Amy,

I am deeply shocked and saddened to
learn of the demise of your late father,
Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury. His
passing away is certainly a great loss
to Bangladesh and the cause for which he
has untiringly pursued during his entire
life. May his soul rest in peace.

Bog o

J‘:\fﬁ "nv Ccf(j/

>

{

Ahmad Fuzi 1 Abdul Razak
High Commissioner
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INDIA HOUSE,
ALDWYCH,

LONDON,!

2 February, 1994

Dear Zubafer,

I have learnt with deep sorrow that your father and my
good friend Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury breathed his last
and went to his heavenly abode on January 11 after his surgery
in Singapore. In his death, Bangladesh has lost one of its
foremost frontline exponents of human rights and judicial
independence. He had great qualities of head and heart. I
came to know him.closely when I visited Dhaka to inaugurate
the Bangladesh Conference of Judges and Lawyers on the
Independence of Justice several years ago and was delighted
to know of his forthright views on hasic issues relating to

judicial independence., human rights and Indo-Bangladeshi
friendship ties

- This brings you and all the members of your family my
deepest condolences and commiseration in your griefuidecl 8
S‘k-..n_l.- .

Yours sijncerely

o N .

(L.M. Singhvi)

www.pathagar.com



20

From: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Archer of Sandwell, Q.C.

7 Old School Court,

Tek: & Fax: 0784 483136 Wraysbury,

Middlesex TW19 5BP

“House of [ords

London SWIA OPW

¥r Zubayer Rahman Chowdhury

House No. 661/A

Road No. 32 (01d), l1(New)

Dhammondi R/A

Dhaka

BANGLADESH 28th February 1994

/ZM

1 wae shocked to learn the d news of your father. I did not know of
his illpess. And your letter seems to have been delayed in reaching
we.

Please accept my condolences to yourself and your family.

When I received your letter, I tried to find the correspondence which I
bave had with your fathar over the years, but my filing system seems to
be iocapable of absorbing and vetrieving its burden of documeuntatiocu.
Consaquently, I have oot been able to refer to the details which I
would have liked, but I enclose what I hope will be an acceptable, as
it is sincere, appreciation of him.

1 hope that you are in good health, and that your own career is
developing successfully.

e

www.pathagar.com



o8

REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE
IASSADE DE FRANCE

AU DACCA, LE 12 January 1994
BANGLADESH

N° 10/PART

Madam,

It is with deep shock and extreme sorrow that I received
the painful news of the sad demise of your illustrious husband Mr.
Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury. I recall with heavy heart Justice
Chowdhury’s long and close friendly relation with this Embassy.

Please accept, Madam, the most sincere condolences on my
behalf and on behalf of the members of this Mission and convey the
same to your bereaved children.

Yours in grief

Jea hel LACOMBE
Ambassador

Mrs, Abdur Rahman Chowdhury
House No 661/A, Road No 32
Dhanmondi

DHAKA
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AMBASCIATA D' ITALIA
DHAKA

L Anlbacciatrre

S 1400

D 1/1

Dear Mrs. Chowdhury

1 was shocked to hear of the sudden death of your
husband, whom 1 greakly appreciated for his views and work
on behalf of his Country.

In this very sad occasion I would like to express my
deepest sorrow and condolence for your bereavement and for

the loss that Mr. Chowdhury's death means to Bangladesh.

Claudio Pacifico

Mrs. A.R. Chowdhury
House no. 661/A
Road 11 (new)
Dhanmondi R.A.
Dhaka
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DHAKA-1217- BANGLADESH.

A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE
FOR
THE CONDOLENCE BOOK
OF
JUSTICE ABDUR RAHMAN CHOWDHURY

With the sad demise of Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury Bangladesh has loat a great patriot, people
have been deprived of a valiant Champion of Muslim
Nationhood, and nation has lost one of the most power-
ful voice that efficiently used to defend islamic ideo-

logy and culture.

Justice Chovdhury possessed rare qualitiea of
head and heart due to which he had strong opinion on
all national issues and he always tried to play the

valuable role as the comnscience of the nation.

May Allah fill-up the great vacuum created by

the death of this illustrious son of the asoil.

( PROF. GHULAM AZAM )
AMEER
JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI BANGLADESH.
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Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury
Syed Ashraf Ali

The nation remembers today a great hero whose sudden demise last year
cut short a continuous flow of significant contribution to the political,social and
cultural life, particularly to the progress and advancement of

democratic ideals of the Bangladeshis.lt was on this factual day in 1994 that
Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury shuifled off the mortal coil and set sail
towards the Great Unknown.

To many perhaps said that his death meant the end of an epoch. Indeed,no
ordinary demise was this - with his death died an age. It was the end of an epoch
of charismatic leadership. But Justice Chowdhury was no mere charisma. He
was a pioneerin our long and historic struggle for the Bengalilanguage. He was
our constant comrade in our arduous and gruelling effort to achieve socio-
political freedom and awakening. For years, his was the only voice —thevoice
of consciousness in a society awefully contaminated by meanness and
dishonesty, fraudulent and unscrupulous policies.

A study of his career reads like a remance. He was a man daring and
adventurous, reckless of consequences and yet intensely practical. He was
many - sided, complex, full of conflicting enthusiasms and burdened by many
sorrows. Yet there has seldom been a public figure who was more open with
his problems and his thoughts, in private letters and public print, in speeches
and talks among friends and disciples. A Titan among men, he was always
above all littlenesses - the petty envies and jealousies and prejudices and
irritations of .
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ordinary men. Dedicated to a noble ideal as he always was, his was a selfless
life_ free from all narrowness, truthful in thought, fearless in action, meek as a
lamb and yet a lion in spirit

It is quite pointless to try to narrate the achievements, the successes,the
glories of his vast and chequered life,but we all know that people in this part of
the sub - continent used to look to him for guidance at crucial hours and for those
numerous remarkable judgments and bold criticisms that have emancipated
millions of despised and neglected, .oppressed and depressed, from the
clutches of tyranny and torture which sucked their life blood for centuries.

He freely acknowledged his limitations as a human being and like a true
Mujahid could often take risks with his own life. He never hesitated to rebuke
and bring to book even great and powerful men in public and sometimes right
on their face. But he always had a delicate courtesy and in human relations, a
subtle sense of what may be due to the other men, friends and foes alike. He
never had that falsifying consciousness of how he might be appearing to others
that makes so many leaders stiff, or relexed in displays of ego. With him the
world was never painted in harshly contrasting black and white but in subtle
intermediate shades. His was a life dedicated to the pursuit of truth and
excellence.

But there were other leaders, there were other justices, there were other
educationists, there were other agitators, there were other criticics — Abdur
Rahman Chowdury was something greater. In him was the unique combination
of the grace of the past with the greatness of the present. He reminded all of
what one read in history about the great men of several hundred years ago—
men of action, men of intellect, men of character and conviction men with real
qualities of head and heart. What is more, he reminded one of the great quality
of olden days —graciousness. There were many negative qualities in the old
days of course, but there was a certain graciousness, a certain courtesy, a
certain tolerance, a certain patience which we sadly miss in the world today.
Eventhough we reach the moon and seek to conquer space, we do it with alack
of graciousness, with a lack of tolerance, with a lack of something which has
made life worthwhile since the dawn of civilization. It was indeed a strange and
unique mixture of the good qualities of the past —the graciousness,the deep
learning, the tolerance — with the urges of today that made what Justice
Chowdhury was — a great man, a man of luminous intelligence, a mighty
intellectual with amazing capacity to pierce through every problem to its core.

Single- minded in his devotion to national causes and movements, broad -
minded in his approach to international problems, the indomitable fighter had
always been revered and adored by millions. His tender and sympathetic
attitude imparted a lovely grace, courteous, witty and kindly, he gave of his
mature judgment or ripe counsel which was often sought and was always highly
valued. His absolute patriotism, firm and unshakable faith in religion and
remarkable foresightedness, had always been distinct assets in the socio-
political evolution of this country.
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Incomparable was his wit. Amazing was his capacity to take jokes or put up
with criticisms, however harsh, unjustifided or bitter those might be. He never
had any artificiality of any sort. Never did he bother to create any effect. He took
up a cause as it came naturally to him and worked for it with genuine sincerity
and devotion, indomitable courage and conviction.

By a cruel irony of fate Death called him away with dramatic and awful
suddeness. Although we all knew that he was in feeble health, that his days,
humanly speaking, were numbered, even then the news of his passing came
as a stunning blow to friend and foe alike. But even then we were to some extent
fortunate that he was not to fade gradually from the scene. His sun had gone
down while it was still day. He had not outlived his power and influence. He was
not fated like Napoleon, to eat out his heartin exile, or to bury himself during the
closing years of his life in bitter memories of a stirring past. In a sense he was
fortunate in his death- he warmed both his hands, as said the poet, before the
fire of life, it sank and he was ready to depart.

The lion has shaded himself with yesterday’s seven thousand years- he will
roar no more. But we all salute him today. What we admire and love is not only
the dynamic nobility in him, not only the indomitable courage and conviction of
him, but also his great sense of belonging, not only to his own country but to the
whole world, his intellectual affluence, his affection of excellence, his ease of
bearing amidst the greatest and the lowliest, his absolute confidence in his own
generous instincts, his sincere solicitude for the neglected and obscure, his
unshakable firm faith in Islam.

Justice Chowdhury is no more. No longer will the faithful mariner steer our
tottering bark across the raging waves of despair and discontent. But although
the indefatigable champion of truth and justice has reached the shore from
which no traveller returns. his ideals are there, his achievements are there, his
spirit lives with us——the light is extinguished but the beacon remains. And his
mentle falls not on any particular person but on the people of Bangladesh whose
grief is great but whose tasks are greater.
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JUSTICEABDURRAHMANCHOWDHURY-
AMANOFHRMCONMCTION
————NAZIR AHMED.

A man is known by his thought and action and so was Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury . A strong advocate of Bangladeshi Nationalism as well as
outspoken in his approach and arguments in its favour he was a daring
personality who braved all criticism from opponents and sticked to his belief. In
the later days of his life Justice Chowdhury did not forget to tell his audiances
at seminars and meetings that national independence and soverignty could be
consolidated and preserved through strengthening the base of Bangladeshi
Natioalism. Nay, he used to assert there is no alternative to it. The ideal of
Bangladeshi Nationalism must be strongly ingrained in the heart of every citizen
of Bangladesh and this will be a safe guarantee for our independence and
sovereignty, he used to tell his audiences.
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| had the opportunity to come in contact with Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury over half a dozen times in Chittagong. He was a nationalist heart
and soul. He never forgot to explain the ingradients of Bangladeshi Nationalism
to any one who had the opportunity to talk to him. The language, literature,
culture, history, tradition and even our day-to-day habits that we practise and
cherishwithin the physicalboundary of Bangladesh are replete with ingradients
of Bangladeshi Nationalism, he believed and preached so. He even went to the
extent of warning BNP people against what he thought their deviaion from the
party ideological track. At seminars and meetings he never forgot to assert his
view. A great hero of language movement, Justice Chowdyury drafted the
memorandum that was handed to the then Prime Minister of Pakistan Liaquat
Alikhan. The demand for according due recogntion to Bangla as one of the two
state languages of the then Pakistan was incorporated in the memorandum
(1948). He along with other heroes of the language movement also organised
movement, meetings and demonstrations in support of the Bangia language.

Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury had been actively associated with
International Human Rights Organization. He was one of the few personalities
whose services the world body had recognized and valued. He attended many
international seminars and conferences on human rights. Bangladesh was
proud of Justice Addur Rahman Chowdury for his important role in International
Human Rights Organisation. He also organised human rights organisation in
Bangladesh.

In the legal profession Justice Chowdhury achieved what he deserved. He
was elevated to the honourable post of Justice of the High Court, Supreme
Court. He nerver deviated from his belief and ideal and this depicted firmness
of his character. He never compromised his ideals with personal gains.

Justice Chowdhury was made chairman of Bangla Academy, but unfortu-
nately he could not render his valuable services to it because of iliness.

Justice Abdur Rhman Chowdhury is no more among us. But his ideals and
memories will remain fresh for many years in the hearts of those who came in
contact with him and knew his heart. May Allah

_rest his soul in peace.
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ABBA DEAREST-A DAUGHTER’S TRIBUTE.
RUSELI RAHMAN MAHMUD

With the passing away of my father, the Honourable Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury, Bangladesh has lost its most glorious son, who for the interest of
his motherland stood up for whatever will be the best for it and never bothered
with what others thought of it. Abba always stood up for whatever he believed
in and never hesitated to speak the truth no matter how bitter it was. He was a
giant where courage and nitegrity was concerned. He never spared those who
were indulged in depriving people of their due rights and high lighted injustices
and discriminations be it for the people of his own country or the people of
Bosnia or be it the people of Kashmir or Palestine. In this regard it can truely
be believed that the Muslim world has really lost its true friend who sincerely
cared for them so much. Is there anyone, else in Bangladesh who can piay my
father’s role in this contest? The answer will be definitely, “none™.

As a nationalist, he excelled everyone. Wherever this country was in crisis
on any matter, be it national or international, he would at once make his
comments through a press conference or a press release which would give a
definite direction towords the solution of that problem. Recently when our
country was faced with such problems like the appointment of attorney general,
latter with the appointments of High Court Judges, the situation prevailing in the
national assembly and the latest regarding the question of the Caretaker
Government, the absence of my late father is felt more than ever. How badly this
country needed him! Who is now going to show us the right direction to come
out of such Chaotic situations? Who is going to speak out without being afraid
of anyone but only keeping in mind the interest of the this country? In this
context, | must mention that my father always wanted a healthy compromise
between the Government and the opposition for the sake of smooth functioning
of democracy. | would like to remind the readers about a particular photograph
publishedin newspapers which showed my fatherflanked by Prof. B. Chowdhury
of B. N.P. and Mr. Samad Azad of Awami League on his either sides having a
friendly chat. This seminarwas orgamised by “Liberty Forum” of which my father
was the founder Chairman and the subject matter of the seminar being"The
Role of Politicians in Safeguarding Democracy”. Even during the last election
of 1991, the role played by Liberty Forum was appreciated by such top
personalities like Mr. Peter Shone, the British M. P. Mr. Justice Dorab Patel of
Pakistan and
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Mr. Justice Krisha lyer, Ex-Chief Justice of India. My father was also the
founder of Institute of Human Rights and Legal Aftairs of Bangladesh, the only
Institute to be affiliated with the International Commission of Jurists in Geneva,
In this way, my father worked untiringly for his conutry’s progress and
prosperity. But did the present Government show or give my father the respect
and recognition he so rightfully deserved? Most certainly not. As my heart is
filled with pain. | will not go any further in this regard, but at least | can say that
they have already started to pay the price of being ungrateful. Because of my
father’'s reformative attitudes and beliefs, many of his close associates became
his opponents. But Abba, never retreated from his principles. He did not spare
anyone, whether it was the head of the Government, the Chief Justice, any
minister or anyone of the opposition party where the interest of the country was
concerned. Till his last days, he worked hard, very hard of bring his country to
a respectable position in Asia. It was his dream to see Bangladesh occupy a
place of pride and prominance among the Asian countries. Although he was not
a politician but his views. ideas and opinion on various political situations, his
superb intellectual ability and his uncompromising crusade for democracy and
human rights earned him the title as “* CONCIENCE of the Nation” We, his
family, are humble with gratitude and sincerely grateful to the people for rightly
honouring him with this name.

As ajudge of the honourable court, he excelled many of his contemporaries.
Gifted with exceptional and exemplary courage, many of his judgements bear
the testimony of his conviction and courage. As he was nost illegally rembued
from the bench, 9 years before his retirement by the most corrupted head of
Govt. Bangladesh ever had (namely Earshad), this country and its court were
deprived of many many exemplenary judgements that would most certainly
benefitted our judges and lawyers for the years to come. Because my father
was an exceptional man of head and heart, nothing could stop him from
speaking out his mind and had worked untiringly for the country’s progress. As
| have mentioned earlier that Abba was gifted with exceptional courage, the
followingillustrations will prove my point. In 1966, when Abba was the secretary
of The East Pakistan High Court Bar Association, the then Law Minister of
Pakistan, Mr. S. M. Zatar came for official visit in E. Pakistan. Inmediately after
his arvival in Dhaka he issued a public statement that there are seccessionist
elements in East Pakistan who wants to separate E.Pak from West Pakistan.
He further added that he had come to haunt themfind them and hang them. The
next day Mr. Jafar expressed his desire to visit E. Pak. High Court Bar. Then
as Secretary of Bar Assoc. my father said that if Mr. Jafar wanted to visit Bar
as a minister he was not welcome but if he waned to come as a member of the
Bar he was welcome. At this Mr. Jafar agereed to come as a member of Bar.
A meeting was arranged accordingly. As Secretary, while welcoming Mr. Jafar,
my father in his address mentioned about the statement made the other day at
the airport and said “Mr. Jafar you don't have to go far to haunt, find and hang
them,! am right here, infront of you,
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you can hang me” There Mr. Jafar apolozised at once. In 1964, when Mr. B.

A. Siddiky was the Chief Justice of E. Pak High Court, there was serious
discontempt and anger among the lawyers regarding the open insults, misbe-
haviour and indecent manners shown by himin open court against the lawyers.
Abba launched a signature campaign against the said C. J. and he put his
signature at the top of the list. Needless to say., this movement resulted in
success.

In 1982, when judiciary was decentralized my father was transferred to
Jessore. At that time it was customary that the local area commander would
inaugurate the new court and in the following process the invitation cards were
printed in the name of the local area commander who was Gen. Wahed. At this,
Abba protested and said that if the General opens the court, he will not attend
the function because as the senior judge of the court, it was his perrogative to
inaugurate the new court. Consequently, even a after the cards were already
distributed, it is on record that my father inaugurated the court (it was also on
T. V. News). Consequently this Army General became enemical and this is the
main reason behind my father’s removal. My father always said that “Martiat law
should be outlawed” and he explained this notion to the countrymen in almost
all his speeches made from 1983 to 1990. He was in the fore front of the struggle
for restoration of democracy, Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law in the
country from 1983 to '90. My script will be incomplete if | do not mention
anything about his family life. In his private life, my father was the most simple
and humble person who never had any demand. His family was his
everying.Inspite of his various pre-.c.upations he played the role of family
head fully. Our well being was his main concern and he was concernded with
everything about us. To us he was the best father anybody could possible think
of. To my sons, Shadab and Sajid he was the most loving and doting grand
father. How unfortunate they are to have lost their dearest “Nana Bhai" so early.

As arelation, he was a person on whom anyone could depend atany time. Like
a bird giving sheiter to its nestlings’ he would spread his wings of duty and
sympathy to the widows and orphans. Even his staunch opponents would admit
that my father would never say “ No “ to them even when they came to him with
any problem. The door of my father's house was always open for the one in
distress. He would stand by them in their darkest hour and do everything
possible on his part. Elderly relations always called him the pride of the family.
As a person, Abba was extremely humorous. Even when talking on a serious
issue his honour had the blend of a sharp-wit. People who heard him speak on
public forums reported that they were absolutely amazed at the way he
commented on various complicated matters in such humorous ways. From his
very young age, my father was adored by all for this quality. His distinctive
sense of rightand wrong was also evident from a very early age. His first school
was St. Francis Xaviers Convent in Dhaka. He came back from school on the
first day and asked his grandfather “Nana Bhai”, why do we have to do this (he
showed the cross sign) in front of a statue? No body does this in the house.
Hearing this, his Nana Bhai (Late Khan Bahdur Zahirul Hog) went
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to the chool and convinced the school authority regarding this fault. From the
next day, Muslim children were not taken to the church anymore. My dearest
Abba grew up as a brilliant boy and is a pride of Barisal Zilla School till today,
In 1942, he became the centre of all attentions when he won the D. Silva Gold
Medal for his brilliant Matric result. His interview along with his photograph was
published in the first page of Indian Times. What an achievement!! Itis needed
to be mentioned here that he was only 14 at that time. Thus started my father's
life journey towards a glorious future. In 1946, he was in active politics and a
close associate of Late H. S. Suhrawardy. But due to the unwillingness of my
grand father Late Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury) Abba had to leave
politics. Dadu’s view was that his son Should complete his education first and
politics would only disrupt the course of education and as a very obliging son,
my father respected his father’s wish and carried on with his studies. In 1948
heledthe Pakistan Teamto the south East Asia student’s conference anditwas
the very first time that bangla was used in an International Conference. Who
can deny my father’s role in Language Movement extending from 1946 to
19527 Because of his brilliant academic background and his command over
English Language, he was given the hard task of preparing and writing the
“Bhasa Memorandum” which was given to the then prime Minister of Pakistan,
Mr. Liaquat Ali khan on behalt of the Dhaka university students. In 1955, he led
the Pakistan Team to the International Youth conference held in washington
D.C. His interview came out in Washington Post and another interview was
Broadcasted by V. O. A. As a brilliant lawyer of E. Pak High Court, he was
elected the Sec-Gen. of all Pakistan Bar Assoc. for 2 terms and later became
it's Vice-President in 1969. After his elevation to the bernch as a judge from
197310 1982 he served this society through his exemplenary judgements. And
after his illegal remaval from the court. how he served this country, to what
extent and in what manner is known to one and all. My late father has served
this country in so many capacities that if we compare we will find that no other
individual has contributed so much to the society as my father did in the sense
that they excelled in one field, either in politics or in judiciary or journalism or
businsses or in any other field which made them popular but with the grace of
Allah, Abba was successful in all spheres of life. In 1992 Abba was elected to
the International Court of Arbitration which brought both prestige and promi-
nence for Bangladesh.

Respected readers, do you not think that Late Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury was the pride of this country? Please pray to Allah for this great man
who has done so much for you and me and never asked for any return. We are
allindebted to this great soul “atrue Ashraful Makhlukat” for the services he has
rendered to the society and to its people at large. We did not get any chance
to return his debts because we never thought he would leave us so soon. Let
us all raise our hands to Allah and pray for the eternal peace of his soul. May
Allah rest our beloved Abba in “Jannatul Ferdous” (Ameen; Summah Ameen).
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BANGLADESH TIMES .
TRIBUTE TO A GREAT MAN
Mahbub Anam

A valiant fighter of the 1948-52 Language Movement is no more. The
shock came at atime when the nation is preparing for February-94 proagrmmes.
The news of death of Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury is a rude shock to the
nation. Icy hands of death have struck again-so soon after fthe death of Abdul
Jabbar Khan the pioneer of our film industry. Both Abdul Jabbar Khan and
Justice Chowdhury were two luminaries in the firmament of our nationalist
movement . Both dedicated their entire active lives to upholding the true spirit
of Bangladeshi Nationalism. With the loss of two giants our indigenous culture
will have no champions of their heights left to carry on with the leadership.

Justice Chowdhury was the voice of truth and fearless fighter of establish-
ment of rights of the downtrodden. His contribution to the language movement,
though downplayed by some of our left leaning intelligentia on political
consideration, will be written in the annals in golden letters.

Itis a stark reality that most of our intelligentia is wedded to allien literature
and culture. They suffer from inferiority complex of a high magnitude and look
down upon our idigenous culture and literature. Whatever is Bangladeshi must
be inferior is their motto. Justice Chowdhury with a handful of dedicated
tollowers waged a relentless war against this complex. With his powerful
vocabulary he moved from one corner of the country to the other with the zeal
of a missionary urging people to come out of this shameful inferiority complex.
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In the process he incurred displeasure of many and on many an occasion
he was branded as a fundamentalist, reactionary even as a Razakar. The
favourite terminology used liberally by a section of intellectuals for any one who
does not see eye to eye with them. But he was undeterred by such unfair
criticism and never lost sight of his onerous task.

I had the privilege of speaking from the same platform on many occasions.
His extra ordinary power of ready wit amazed me. On most of the occasions
he had to be the last speaker being either the President or the Chief Guest. But
his witty remarks and excellent delivery made his speeches so attractive that
the audience never thinned. They listened to him with rapt attention and
respect.

The democratic government of Khaleda Zia made him the President of
Bangla Academy which was a befitting tribute to a surving Bhasa Sainik. Some
of the intelligentsia did not like the appointment again on political considera-
tions. A genius, wherever he is and whatever his beliefs are, always a genius
whether some one likes his philosopy or not. We may differ with a great man
politically but his greatness remains irrespective of our agreeing with him. ltis
sheer meanness to condemn a great man simple because of his beliefs. Even
by differing one may pay homage. Abdur Rahman Chowdhury is now above
everything. Criticism or praise will not reach him anymore. But it certainly will
reflect our own power of appreciation. With his demise forces in favour of
Bangladeshi Nationalism will be poorer. In her condolence message the Prime
Minister rightly reminded the nation the late leader’s courageous and untiring
role for forging unity amongst nationalist forces. He was only 67. It was no age
for death of a great personality. He ought to have lived to complete his mission.
But Almighty Allah decided otherwise.

His death no doubt will be mourned by miillions of his countrymen for many
years to come. Who will now give them guidance? Our cultural areena is
orphaned by departure of two giants in quick succession. As a new nation we
are still in a state of hypnotic trance and utter confusion as to our indentity.
Some say we have a readymade guide and mentor in the other Bengal and
others say the same about our religious heritage of fourteen hundred years. No
one seems to be bothered that we have an entirely different indentity from both.
That was the essence of Bangladeshi Nationalism which Justice Chowhdury
understood and preached. Justice Chowdhury was also a jurist of international
repute and also a champion of Human Rights. His absence will certainly create
a vacuum. It will not be easy to find his subsititute as he has dwarfed others
during his life time. Whether those dwarfs will ever come to age only history can

.tell. Inthe meantime we pay our homage to one of the best sons of the soil. May
Allah rest his soul in peace. May Allah give his family members courage and
fortitude to bear the shock.

We assure his family and millions of admirers that his mission will be carried
forward come what may.
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Chittagong District Bar Association

AN ADDRESS OF WELCOME TO

HIS LORDSHIP MR JUSTICE ABDUR RAHMAN CHOWDHURY
Of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh.

Your Lordship,

The Chittagong District Bar Association has golden heritage accumulated
through ages on this fairy hill of the grand part city-the Mighty Queen of the
East. Your Lordship happens to be one of the outstanding dignitaries who have
chosen to meet the members of this bar association in a get together. We do
hereby extend our warm felicitations to Your Lordship.

Your Lordship.

The Judges symbolise the spirit of the administration of justice in any civilized
country. For all progress made in this part of the world in respect of the
instituions of law justice still remains an unrealised ideal. The conception of
juslice also has been undergoing changes. The notion abstruct justice being
substituted by that of social justice. We believe a Judge of your standing and
calibre will come forward to meet the challange of time.
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Your Lordship,

The Judges of the superior courts are the guardians of the constitution and
interpretors of Law. They are to tame the forces against democracy and rule
of law from a pedastal of purity. We believe your Lordship have been playing
that glorious role with utmost honour, dignity and judicial courage.

Your Lordship,

We the members of black-coated calling, belong to one of the most ancient
professions of the world which adapted itself to the changed circumstances in
time and space. But for all the achivements of the bench and the bar
unfortunately in this part of the world the cnfidence ot the public reposed in us
is being gradually eroded for killing procastination in the matter of the
dispensation of justice. Let us all be alive to the situation and prove that our
courts can still deliver goods to the public despite all predicaments.

Your Lordship,

Lastly, we take the liberty of placing before your Lordship certains matters that
call for your Lordships’ benign attention:

Q) The costitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh provides that the
permanent seat of the Hon’ble Supreme Court shall be in the capital, but the
sessions of the High Court Division may be held at such other place or places
as the Chief Justice may with the approval of the President from time to time
appoint. In keeping with the policy of the decentralisation of the administration
of Justice the crying need of the time is that a Circuit Bench of the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court o1 bangladesh be set up in Chittagong.

U The courts of Admiralty Jurisdiction and a labour appellate tribunal shoutd
be made to function in Chittagong considering the Maritime importance and
industrial base of this great Port City.

O In view of the enormity of litigations and pending cases Chittagong needs
many more judicial officers in the caders of Additional District Judges. Sub-
Judges and Munsifs.

0 Steps need to be taken for appointment District and Addi. District Judges
from among the experienced Adocates practicing in the District Courts.

O For ensuring independence of judiciary, the services of the Metropalitan
Magistrates and other Magistrates need to be placed at the disposal of and be
regulated by the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, and not the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

O Inspections should be held twice in a year of the District Courts by a High
Court Judges and of the Monsif Courfs by the District Judge for ensuring
eftective judicial admistration.

O For convenience of the bench and the bar the Civil Court vacation should
be split up and at least a two week period of vacation be ear -marked as winter
vacation covering last week of December and 1st week of January.

Q The Chittagong Court Building can accommodate all the courts
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including the proposed Circuit Bench of the High Coutt if some of the executive
offices not connected with judicial administration are removed from the said
Court Bilding, which need to be done for proper accommodation of courts.
O Executive apathy towards revenue administration and judiciary has been
creating mounting problems for the judges. The old conception of the difference
between revenue expenditure and development expenditure should be given
go by and the District Judge in each District should have a separate pool or
providing transport facilities for judicial officers and a housing complex need to
be set up for housing the judicial officers.

0 Some of the age old values respecting the judicial ethics have to be
preserved preventing the judical officers from becoming all too available in petty
social functions to the chagrin of the litigant public. By raising the salary of
judicial officers these posts must be made more attractive. They must not be
retained at a station for more than 3 years for ensuring their respectable
distance from the litigant public. Restrictions on Legal Practice upon Retired
Supreme Court Judges also be extended in case of members of subordinate
jujciary of their retirement or resignation.

U The release of Presidential fund for construction of the Chittagong District
Bar Association Building having been delayed, we are facing overwhelming
problems of price escalation in the matter of the construction of the said
building. Effective measures should be taken for lifting us out of the said
morass. :

U The litigant public are not only suffering from the delay in the disposal of
cases. but also they have been seething under the torture meted out by the
offecials of Sheristas who seem to have been under no government whatso-
ever. .

U Of late the Government have indulging in vesting the village court and Gram
Sarkers with judical powers. The judicial functions are supposed to be per-
formed by persons having no training and education for such work. These will
entail multiplicity of proceedings and harassment of the innocent public.
Anything and everything in the name of dcentralisation of administration of
justice should not be allowed to be done merely for political considerations.
In fine, we wish your Lordship a long and happy life in the service of the nation.

Yours Admiringly

THE MEMBERS OF
THE CHITTAGONG DISTRICT BAR ASSOCIATION.

Dated, Chitlagong.
The 31st December, 1980
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BARISAL DISTRICT BAR ASSOCIATION
CENTENARY CELEBRATION (1880-1980)
SEPTEMBER 30, 1980

BAR ASSOCIATION BUILDING, BARISAL,
SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE HON'BLE CHIEF GUEST MR.
JUSTICE ABDUR RAHMAN CHOWDHURY.

Mr. President. distinguished Members of the Bar, the Bench and Gentle-
men present.

| am indeed deeply grateful for the honour you have done to me by your kind
invitation to be the Chief Guest on this great and happy occasion. Many
eminent jurists and legal luminaries in the past had graced and spoken in this
hall and | was wondering why your choice this time should have fallen on this
humble self with no special distinction to his credit except your love and
affection which has deeply touched me. The people of Barisal have been well
konwn throughout the history for their valiant role in the strugle for national
independence, generous hospitality and rich traditions.

I am grateful for the kind words spoken about me inthe address of welcome.
| do not know that | am endowed with so many qualities. | do not know how far
I have been able to acquit myself as a judge but my judgements are there to
speak for themselves. | can assume for that in upholding the rights and liberty
of the citizens, your judges have never failed or faltered. If ever any occasion
arises when | cannot dispense justice in accordance with oath | have taken, |
will only ask you to pray for me so that God may give me the courage to resign
from this high office.

The centenary of any institution as in the case of the nation is a memorable
event in the life those who are fortunate enough to live to see this great day.
It is not only an occasion of great happiness and rejoicing for us but this is also
an occasion for self-asessment and evaluation of our ownselves and in
retrospect. The Barisal Bar has produced legal luminaries and eminent
political leaders in the past. Let us today ask ourselves whether we are worthy
of the great legacy that they left behind.

Mr. President.

We all cherish the democratic way of life but democracy cannot survive
without the rule of law which again cannot be sustained without anindependent
judiciary. Without the rule of law democercy would degenerate into moboc-
racy. There is undoubtedly a vast majority of people who believe in freedom.
democrcy and basic human rights but they constitute a silent majority. There
are time in a nation’s history when in action and silence can be a culpable
wrong. Despite all its shortcomings democracy is the least unsatisfactory of
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all forms of Government. What are the alternatives to democracy? Monerchy,
Oligrachy or Dictatorship? History has proved that the alternatives are so
horrifying that we should count our blessings in a democracy rather than be
frustrated by its dark side. If freedom and democracy is to survive, it is essential
that the people must have a sense of discipline and we must have the spirit of
tolerance and learn to have respect for the view of others. We must all
remember that state exists for the citizen and not the citizen for the state.

Our Supreme Court is charged with the duty of safeguarding the fundamen-
tal right of citizens and preventing violation of law by any authority of state. The
court decide the controversy which otherwise would have been determined by
force. In this connection we must also remember the dictum that ‘Justice
delayed is Justice denied’. Unless the disposal of the case are expedited |
apprehend that the confidence of the people in the judicial system and the
Courts are bound to be seriously undermined. The stories of mass beating that
appear in all the newspaper almost daily are alarming symptoms of a deeper
melody which if not arrested might result in utter chaos and anarchy in the
country. This shows that the people have started loosing their faith in the law
enforcing agencies and the judicial system in the country. This is indeed an
alarming trend.

In one of my recent judgments reported in August. 1980 issue of the Dacca
Law Reports, | had occasion to observe as follows:

Courts are the last hope of the people in their hour of need and it is to the Courts that
they look for justice against injustice and protection of their rights and liberty. It is,
therefore, the sacred duty of the judges to dispense justice and to conduct themselves
in such manner as to inspire confidence of the people in them and through them in the
Courts they preside over,”

If we fail to come up to the expectation of the people in dispensing justice
expeditiously, people’s confidence in the rule of law is bound to be undermined.
No law or legal system is good or bad by itself. Its efficacy and benefit depends
on how it is implemented and on the person who enforces or administers it. It
is, therelore, essential that we should have an efficient and effective judicial
system to answer to the increasing needs of the people and to that end
conditions must be created tor attracting the best talents of the country in the
judiciary. The Courts serve as an effective check on the arbitrary actions and
excess of the executive and against inroads into the rights and liberty of the
people. The Courts, in fact, serve as safety bulb and maintain the equilibrium
of the saciety but for which there would be chaos and confusion in the society.

Itis only through the proper and effective functioning of the judicial system
and the Courts that the people’s confidence in the rule of law can be sustained.
This is a task to which we must urgently address ourselves and | would
particularly take this opportunity of appealing with all the sincerity and empha-
sis at my command to you all to help in the quick dispensation of justice.

The lawyers are the natural leaders of the society. [t is to them that the
people look for help and guidance in their hour of need. The bar has
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given lead to the country in all the issues aflecting the rights and liberty of the
citizens. The duty that had devolved on them also makes it obligatory that they
should conduct themselves in their professional and pulic life in such manner
astoinspire confidence of the people. There is no denying the fact that the legal
profession has lost much of its prestige and glory which once earned for this
profession the enviable reputation as the noblest profession. It is no use trying
to fight shy away from the realities and the lawyers must have the courage to
face the realities squarely. Then again, the highest standard of decorum is
legitimately expected of the members of the Bar. A lawyer at all times is
expected to maintain the dignity of the Count regardless of the shortcoming of
the individual judge because it is not the personal dignity of the Judge but the
dignity of his office which has to be respected and safeguarded in public
interest, otherwise, it will tend to undermine public confidence in the adminis-
tration of justice.

The Courts are blamed for arrear of cases now pending all over the country,
but | do not know if the critics are aware of the large number of statutes,
ordinances and the amendments enacted since 1972, besides the number of
rules framed and notifications issued. Then again, the judicial cader and the
number of Courts have not been increased at all since 1947 although the
number of cases have multiplied ten times, if not more. To blame the Courts
and the legal profession alone for the crush of the pending cases, to my mind
no more rational than to blame a person for contacting cholera when epidemic
is raging all around.

There is perhaps no other country inthe world where there are so many laws
and so much are meekly suffered by the people who have no means to seek
redress in the Court of law. For each case of injury or injustice which is taken
to the court at least 100 of similar cases never see the light of the day. Itis here
that | would like to draw the attention of the learned members of the Bar to the
urgent need of having a legal aid cell within the framework of the Bar
Association to render help and assistance to those who cannot afford or do not
have the means to protect their rights and liberty against oppression and
injustice. What the form, shape and the nature of the legal aid cell would be |
will leave it to the learned members of the Bar for their cinsideration and
decision.

Before | conclude, | feel it is my duty to draw the attention of the learned
members of the Bar to the crisis of the values and great erosion in moral and
ethical values all around us to-day in our social and national life of the country.
Sense of values which we cherished as part of our lives are gradually receding,
if not vanishing all together. To-day, the importance of a man in the society is
no longer judged by his sincerity and honesty but by the mischief and harm
which he is capable of doing. The problem of juvenile delinquency has
assumed such alarming proportion that there is hardly any home which is
unaffected and unless some constructive measures are taken to bring the
wayward youth back to the society as useful members and
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their energy, vitality and youth are chanelised for constructive purposes our
future is indeed very dark. The youths are the back-bone of the society and
once they are lost, the damage to the nation would be irreparable.

Mr. President,

The Bar Association have a very significant role in our cherished goal to
establish the rule of law in the country which is sine qua nonfor the success and
stability of a democratic state. Bar and the Bench are two inseparable arms in
the administration of justice and it is only in the co-operation of each other that
the success depends. It is not only imperative that the highest degree of
professional standard and ethics must be maintained by the Bar. It is also
necessary for the Bar in their own professional interest to address themselves
to the question as to how adequate are the training of the lawyer and the control
of their professional standard and conduct. Mushroom growth of law colleges
in remote corners of the country and the lack of effective control at the point of
entry into the legal profession have already done considerable damage to the
fair name of the profession and lowered its standard to a considerable extent.
Much has been said here about corruption in the country. It has pained me to
hear about corruption in the judiciary. | do not say that the members of the
judiciary are all angels. There are black sheeps in every country, class or
society. But have we considered that it takes two hands to clap. Dishonesty is
a two way taffic. Let us search our own hearts and we shall get the answer.

The profession of law is learned art and must be based on ideals of services
and practised in that spirit. Where freedom, justice and human rights do not
exist, the Bar Association cannot live. It should therefore, be our earnest
endevour to further the cause of justice through and in accordance with law.
There is no better example in the whole country nay, in the world of such
wonderful example of peaceful and purposeful co-existence of persons of
different faith, beliefs and ideals than the Bar Association. One of the essential
purpose of the constitution is to ensure freedom of the individual and the dignity
of man and guarantee basic human rights. The constitution also guarantees
rights of equality before law and equal protection of the law. But all said and
done, liberty lies in the hearts of men and women when it dies. there is no
constitution, no law and no court can save it.

Let us, therefore, dedicate ourselves to the establishment of rule of law and
justice and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

I thank you once again for the kind and generouse hospitality and wish you
all god-speed and the best of luck.

With these words, | salute the learned members of the Barisal Bar Associa-
tion and extend to them my heartiest congratulations and best wishes on this
great and happy occasions.

KHODA HAFIZ.
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when they meet together may very likely be better than the few good. Hence
the many are better judges than a single man for some understand one pan,
some another and among them they understand the whole"
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