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The Bangalis were a community prior to their demand for self-
determination. No over-arching ideology such as Islamic doctrine,
was necessary to bind them to one another.

—Lawrence Ziring
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Pakistan became independent of the United Kingdom in 1947, but
remained a British Dominion like Canada or Australia until 1956.
Under Section 8 of the Indian Independence Act, 1947, the Government
of India Act 1935 with certain adaptations, served as the working
constitution of Pakistan, but the need of a full independence and
a constitution to be framed by the elected representatives of the
people was all the more necessary for the free citizens of a
sovereign state. Therefore, the first Constituent Assembly was
formed under the Independence Act and was entrusted with two

separate functions :

e To frame a Constitution for the country, and

o To set as a Federal Legislative Assembly or Parliament until that
Constitution came into effect.
The powers and functions of the central legislature under the
Government of India Act were conferred on the Constituent
Assembly. The Constituent Assembly could, however, amend
the Indian Independence Act, 1947 or the Government of India
Act, 1935, and no Act of the British Parliament could be
extended to Pakistan without legislation by the Constituent
Assembly. The first Constituent Assembly originally consisted of
69 members; subsequently the number of members was
increased to 79.
After assuming charge as Prime Minister, Chaudhary
Muhammad Ali and his team worked hard to formulate a
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constitution. The committee, which was assigned the task to
frame the Constitution, presented the draft Bill in the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan on January 9, 1956. The bill was opposed
by the Bengali autonomists. Bhashai, the leader of Awami
League in East Pakistan, even used the threat of secession to
press for autonomy and his party staged a walkout from the
Assembly on February 29, when the Assembly adopted the
Constitution. Later on, Awami League boycotted the official
ceremonies celebrating the inauguration of the Constitution.
However, in spite of their opposition, the Constitution was adopted
and was enforced on March 23, 1956. With this Pakistan’s status
as a dominion ended and the country was declared an Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. Constituent Assembly became interim
National Assembly and Governor-General Iskander Mirza swom
in as the first President of Pakistan.

The Constitution of 1956 consisted of 234 articles, divided into
13 parts and 6 schedules. Following were the chief
characteristics of the Constitution :

Pakistan was declared as an Islamic Republic and it was made
mandatory that only a Muslim could become the President of the
country. President would set up an Organization for Islamic
Research. Good relations with the Muslim countries became the
main objective of the Foreign Policy. Objectives Resolution and
Quaid’s declaration that Pakistan would be a democratic state
based on Islamic principles of social justice were made the
preamble of the Constitution. Steps were to be taken to enable
the Muslims individually and collectively to order their lives in
accordance with the teaching of Quran and Sunnah and to
implement Islamic moral standards. The sectarian interpretations
among the Muslims were to get due regard. Measures were to be
taken to properly organize zakat, waqfs, and mosques. However,
one clause relating to the elimination of riba, which was the part

of the draft was eventually dropped.
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The constitution provided for the federal form of government
with three lists of subjects: federal, provincial and concurrent.
The federal list consisted of 33 items, provincial of 94 items and
concurrent list of 19 items. The federal legislation was to get
precedence over provincial legislation regarding concurrent list.
In case of a conflict between federal and provincial
governments, or between the provincial governments, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court was to act as a mediator. Federal
government exercised wider control in provincial matters in case
of emergency.

Though the constitution provided for the Parliamentary form of
Government, yet it declared that the executive authority of the
Federation would be in the president.

Any Muslim citizen of Pakistan, who was at least forty years
old, could be elected as the President of Pakistan for the term of
five years. No one was entitled to hold this office for more than
two tenures. 3/4th members of the Assembly could impeach the
president.

President could appoint from amongst the MNAs a Prime
Minister who had to take the vote of confidence from the house
in two months. The Prime Minister had to inform the president
about all the decisions of the cabinet.

Ministers could be taken from outside the National Assembly
but they were to get themselves elected within six months.
President had the power to summon, prorogue, and dissolve the
Assembly on the advice of the cabinet. No bill imposing taxes or
involving expenditure could be moved without his consent. He
had partial veto power. He could give or withhold his assent to a
bill passed by the Assembly.

Prime Minister and his cabinet were to aid and advise the president.
The president was required to follow the advice of the cabinet
except where he was empowered to act in his own discretion.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

The Constitution entitled for a Unicameral Legislature. The
National Assembly was to consist of 300 members. Age
limit of a candidate for a seat in National Assembly was 25
years. :
Principle of parity was accommodated in the Constitution. West
Pakistan was treated as one unit and seats were divided equally
between the two wings of the country. National Assembly was to
meet at least twice a year. Minimum of one session should be
held at Dhaka.
Members of the Assembly were to be elected on the basis
of Direct Elections conducted on the basis of Adult
Franchise. However, for the first ten years five additional
seats were reserved for women from each wing. Every
citizen, who was more than 21 years in age was considered
as an adult.
The provincial structure was similar to that of the center. There
were 300 members in both provincial assemblies. Ten additional
seats were reserved for women. Punjab was given 40% seats in
the West Pakistan Assembly.
It was a Written Constitution.
It was a Flexible Constitution and two third members of the
Assembly could bring amendment in the constitution.
Fundamental Rights were made justiciable. However, the
President had power to suspend the fundamental rights in case of
emergency.
Elaborate provisions were made for the higher judiciary to
ensure its independence.
Urdu and Bengali were declared as the state languages.
However, for the first twenty years English was to continue as
an official language. After ten years, the president was to appoint a
commission to make recommendations for the replacement of
English.

(V)
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The constitution was never practically implemented as no elections
were held. It was eventually abrogated on October 7, 1958 when Martial
Law was enforced.

Thereupon the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan became the
interim National Assembly and Governor General Iskander Mirza
was sworn in as the first President of Pakistan. The Constitution of
1956 consisted of 234 articles, which were divided into 13 parts and
6 schedules.
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Ayub Khan’s Basic Democracy

Democracy, or democratic government, is “a system of government
in which all the people of a state or polity ... are involved in making
decisions about its affairs, typically by voting to elect representatives
to a parliament or similar assembly,” as defined by the Oxford
English Dictionary. Democracy is further defined as “government
by the people; especially : rule of the majority” a government in
which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by
them directly or indirectly through a system of representation
usually involving periodically held free elections.“In a
democracy, every citizen has certain basic rights that the state
cannot take away from them. These rights are internationally
recognized and guaranteed. Everyone has the right to have their
own beliefs, including their religious beliefs, and to say and write
what they think. Everyone has the right to seek different sources of
information and ideas. Everyone has the right to associate with other
people, and to form and join organizations of their own choice,
including trade unions. Everyone has the right to assemble and to
protest government actions. However, citizens have an obligation to
exercise these rights peacefully, with respect for the law and for the
rights of others.

Basic Democracies a local government system introduced during the
Ayub regime in the early 1960s. General Ayub Khan, President of
Pakistan, introduced the concept of basic democracy under the Basic
Democracies Order, 1959 having made an attempt to initiate a grass-
root level democratic system. Of course, most of the political parties
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of East Pakistan had different ideas about his scheme, and considered
it a bid to usurp power in the hands of Ayub Khan and other vested
groups.

The system of Basic Democracies was initially a five-tier
arrangement. They were : (i) union councils (rural areas), town and
union committees (urban areas); (i1) thana councils (East Pakistan),
tehsil councils (West Pakistan); (iii) district councils; (iv) divisional
councils; (v) provincial development advisory council.

At the base of the system was the union council which consisted of a
chairman and usually about 15 members. It had both elected and
nominated members. Two-thirds of the members were elected
representatives and one-third consisted of non-official members
nominated by the government. However, the nomination was abolished
by an amendment in 1962. The members of the council were elected
by the people from their respective unions on the basis of universal
adult franchise. The chairman of the council was elected by the
members from amongst themselves. In a way, it was at par with the
erstwhile union board with minor differences. The elected
representatives of the union council were called basic democrats. The
total number of such councils was 7300.

In the second tier was the thana council which consisted of ex-officio
representative members, official and non-official members. The
representative members were the chairmen of the union councils
and town committees. The official members were the
representatives of various nation-building departments of a thana
and their number was fixed by the district magistrate of the
concerned district. The total number of official members could
not in any case exceed the number of non-official members. The
council was headed by the Sub-Divisional Officer (SDO) who
was the ex-officio chairman. In his absence the Circle Officer
(development) would preside over the meetings of the thana
council as ex-officio member. In case of West Pakistan, the thana
was known as tehsil and it was presided over by a tehsilder. In all,

there were 655 thanas and tehsils in Pakistan.
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The third tier was the district council. It consisted of one chairman,
official and non-official members. The number of members would
not exceed 40. The chairmen of thana councils were its members,
and other official members were drawn from district level officers of
development departments and an equal number of non-official members.
At least 50% the non-official members was drawn from amongst the
chairmen of union councils and town committees. The district
magistrate acted as chairman of the council while the vice-chairman
was elected by the elected members of the council.

In absence of the chairman the vice-chairman had to perform such
other functions assigned by the chairman. There were 74 district
councils in Pakistan. The district council was the most important tier
in the basic democracy system. It was the successor organisation to
the district board. So far as the composition of the council was
concerned, it regressed beyond its 1885 position when 25% members
were nominated.

The fourth and the apex tier was the divisional council. The
Divisional Commissioner was the ex-officio chairman of the council.
It had both official and non-official (representative) members. The
maximum number of members was 45. Official members consisted of
the chairmen of district councils of the concerned division and
representatives of development departments. The total number of
divisional councils was sixteen.

Basic democracies specified a provincial development advisory
council for each wing. Its composition followed the pattern of the
divisional council except that only one-third of the appointed
members had to be selected from union council chairmen. The
council did not have any power. However, it was dropped with the
introduction of provincial assemblies in both East and West Pakistan.
Of the five councils created by the Basic Democracies Order only the
union and district councils had been given specific functions. The
divisional and thana council performed mostly coordinative
functions.The union council had been entrusted with a variety of
functions such as agriculture, small industry, community
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development and increased food production in the union. It
maintained law and order through the rural police and had been given
judicial powers to try minor civil and criminal cases through its
conciliation courts. The union councils were given the responsibility of
planning and implementing rural public works programmes for
construction of roads, bridges and culverts, irrigation channels and
embankments. The union council was empowered to levy taxes,
impose rates, tolls and fees. The most important feature of the basic
democracy system was that it formed the national electoral college
consisting of 80,000 members from East and West Pakistan for the
elections of President, members of national assembly and of the
provincial assemblies. .

The thana/tehsil council was mostly a coordinative and supervisory
body. All the activities of union councils and town committees
falling within its jurisdiction were coordinated by it. All development
plans prepared by the union councils and town committees were
coordinated by the thana council including supervision of on-going
schemes. It followed the directions of the district council and
remained responsible to it.

The district council had been entrusted with three types of functions:
compulsory, optional and coordinating. Some of the compulsory functions
included construction of public roads, culverts, bridges, maintenance of
primary schools, plantation and preservation of trees, regulation of
public ferries, and improvement of public health. Optional functions
included education, culture, socio-economic welfare, and public
works. In addition, the district council was also given broad functions
such as agriculture, industry, community development, promotion of
national reconstruction and development of cooperatives. Coordination of
all activities of local councils within the district was also a responsibility of
the district council. The council was supposed to formulate schemes
and projects taken by nation building departments and make

suggestions for further improvement and development and
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recommend them to the divisional council and other concerned
authorities. The fourth tier, the divisional council, was least important
functionally. It was simply an advisory body at that level.

Apart from being the agent of local government, the basic
democracies also performed political and electoral functions to
legitimize the government through popular support and participation. In
the referendum for presidential elections held on 14 February 1960
the basic democrats voted for Ayub Khan. The monopolisation of
electoral rights by the basic democrats was strongly despised by the
vast rural and urban masses, which led to mass upheaval against
Ayub in 1969. As a political institution it not only failed to legitimize
the regime, but also in fact lost its legitimacy after the fall of General
Ayub in 1969. [From Banglapedia topics written by Shamsur
Rahman]}

The Basic Democracies system set up five tiers of institutions. The
lowest but most important tier was composed of union councils, one
each for groups of villages having an approximate total population of
10,000. Each union council comprised ten directly elected members
and five appointed members, all called Basic Democrats. Union
councils were responsible for local agricultural and community
development and for rural law and order maintenance; they were
empowered to impose local taxes for local projects. These powers,
however, were more than balanced at the local level by the fact that
the controlling authority for the union councils was the deputy
commissioner, whose high status and traditionally paternalistic attitudes
often elicited obedient cooperation rather than demands.
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Tashkent Declaration

The Tashkent Declaration was a peace agreement between India and
Pakistan signed on 10 January 1966 that resolved the Indo-Pakistani
War of 1965. Peace had been achieved on 23 September by the
intervention of the great powers who pushed the two nations to cease
fire, afraid the conflict could escalate and draw in other powers.

The conference was viewed as a great success and the declaration
that was released was hoped to be a framework for lasting peace. The
declaration stated that.

+ Indian and Pakistani forces would pull back to their pre-conflict
positions, pre-August lines, no later than February 25, 1966.

+ The nations would not interfere in each other’s internal affairs.

« Economic and diplomatic relations would be restored.

e Orderly transfer of Prisoners of War.

e The two leaders would work towards building good relations

between the two countries.

The declaration at a glance :

1. A meeting was held in Tashkent in the Uzbek SSR, USSR (now
Uzbekistan) from 4-10 January 1966 to try to create a more

permanent settlement.

2. The Soviets, represented by Premier Alexei Kosygin, moderated
between Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and
Pakistani President Muhammad Ayub Khan.
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3. The Tashkent conference, under United Nations, American
and Soviet pressure, compelled India to give away the
conquered region in Pakistan and the 1949 ceasefire line in

Kashmir.
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This chart shows us the difference between West Pakistan & East
Pakistan movement :

Spending on Amount Spending on Amount
spent on spent on
West East
Year . . West as . . East as
Pakistan (in Pakistan (in
crore rupees) percentage of crore rupees) percentage
total of total
% of total 36.23 63.77
population
1950-55 1,129 68.31 524 31.69
1955-60 1,655 75.95 524 24.05
1960-65 3,355 70.5 1,404 29.5
1965-70 5,195 70.82 2,141 29.18
Total 11,334 71.16 4,593 28.84

The Six-point Programme along with a proposal of movement for the
realisation of the demands was placed before the meeting of the
working committee of Awami League on 21 February 1966, and the
proposal was carried out unanimously. A booklet on the Six-point
Programme with introduction from Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Tajuddin Ahmad was published. Another booklet titled
Amader Banchar Dabi: 6-dafa Karmasuchi (Our demands for
existence: 6-points Programme) was published in the name of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, and was distributed in the council meeting of
Awami League held on 18 March 1966.
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Legal Framework Order 1970

The Legal Framework Order, 1970 (LFO) was a decree issued by
then-President of Pakistan Gen. Agha Muhammad Yahya Khan that
laid down the political principles and laws governing the 1970
general election, which were the first direct elections in the history of
Pakistan. The LFO also dissolved the “One Unit” scheme of West
Pakistan, re-establishing the four provinces of Punjab, Sindh,
Balochistan and the Northwest Frontier Province.

Yahya Khan after becoming the Chief Martial Law Administrator
in 1969 announced that he would make it possible that free and
fair elections will be conducted in Pakistan and a2 new constitution
will be made soon. For that reason, he introduced a Legal
Framework Order in March 1970 that determined principles for
the future constitution of Pakistan. It also dissolved the One-Unit
scheme on 1™ July 1970.

The features of the LFO 1970 are mentioned as under :

1. The National Assembly of Pakistan will consist of 313 seats
with 13 seats reserved for women. QOut of 313, 169 seats were to
be for East Pakistan, 85 for Punjab, 28 for Sindh, 19 for NWFP,
5 for Baluchistan and 7 seats were allotted to the tribal areas.

2. Each province will have a provincial assembly consisting of
elected members. East Pakistan provincial assembly will have
400 members, Punjab 186, Sindh 62, Baluchistan 21 and NWFP
42.
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The elections for National Assembly will be held on 5 October
1970 and for provincial assemblies not later than 22 October.
The new constitution of Pakistan will follow these principles :
Pakistan will be a Federal Republic and will be known as
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

The head of the Pakistan state would be a Muslim and the
divinity of Islam will be preserved.

The principles of democracy will prevail by holding free
elections for federal and provincial legislatures on the basis of
adult franchise. Independent judiciary will be made possible
along with fundamental rights for the citizens.

All provinces will be given maximum autonomy while the centre
will also remain strong.

The citizens of the country will be able to participate actively in
the affairs of the state and the state will try to eliminate
economic disparities in the society.

The constitution of the country will make it possible for the
Muslims of Pakistan to live their lives according to the teachings
of Islam. The minorities will be free to follow their own faiths
and will be able to enjoy the benefits of citizenship along with
their fellow Pakistanis.

The LFO clarified the status of national and provincial
assemblies. It stated that the National Assembly would either be
the only legislature provided that federal legislature consisting of
one house or it would be the lower house if federation has two
houses. Its tenure would be for the full term in both cases. The
same went for provincial assemblies.

Within 120 days of the first meeting of the National Assembly, it
would form a constitution bill and if it fails to do so, it will
dissolve.

After the elections of the National Assembly, provisions will be

made to arrange its meetings.
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6. The LFO set broad outlines, structures, conditions and
qualifications. Any contesting political party failing to qualify
these conditions would not be able to participate in the elections.

The LFO met a long-standing demand of Bengalis by accepting
proportional representation, to the chagrin of many West Pakistanis
who resisted the notion of an East Pakistani-led government. In the
1970 elections, the Awami League won all but two seats from East
Pakistan, gaining a majority in the National Assembly and thus not
needing the support of any West Pakistani political party. As the
LFO had not laid down any rules for the process of writing a
constitution, an Awami League-controlled government would
oversee the passage of a new constitution with a simple majority. The
Pakistan Peoples Party of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, which had emerged as
the largest political party in West Pakistan, declared it would boycott
the new legislature, which severely aggravated tensions. After the
failure of talks, Gen. Yahya postponed the convening of the
legislature, a decision that provoked outright rebellion in East
Pakistan and consequently led to the Bangladesh Liberation War in
1971.

a8

www.pathagar.com



N WIS-2¢ (¥ B : Twre fMaetet

SoLY I BF WEl TR WG (@ wiEFer i afe
WG AN ONE =TS FAR T 9 TR ST U7
ey S o | g Brs et =1 il wiwe @ T
TS | YSUS-aT TFCS T TR (T MBSt e 6wy | 84
TR TR I AW AT Oime 3 R (ort I 1 @R
33 IR W] &F WO wifdetee weEE ket | 4 ¢ v 3 wigEifd
NSy ATFGEI O 4TSy AT I 4SS T | T
A M TS AU | o0t TR TATS! WIS
foge = | e wAe SIS T | T ETT WG T 63 |
ye2 il JRABET IMBTACE AT T 33 TS =
WA SQIT WRS & WP 47 I | b3 @FFTR s
el AT ©ffT BT ©, TR TS T | S_TE A
T W01 @FFER IR AW WS 797 e g fAre
AT 2| R YfEEI A 9FR A SR IE T 1 Q0 ot
TR o [oRE 9F [ A=7FE@ @eq T ERIFIR
FfAT % AT (OIFT Wi R IERE I TNl
of¥e FE | AW 1 (T WRIFI AT do-30 B T &F ¢t
BT 130T WTRN IR | fFE @3 s o o T T
8T W IR ANRE AR Quiw (TS THIA IR
TS TSl GrE fAem AW 24w AT e W@ AN
FIO! (AT FF MM |

93 T QT 5% AR T it a2 SEvE
SheArTAN Bt *fiE werora fRege Rew =re 3@ | e
ORI voo B WFTAR W svo fite sfeufwer T Rem
S I | AIWHE ~ifEma Ol AP WY Wy Bre wwEe

e¢

www.pathagar.com



I | GRS N ot o1fF yovB wieim afeetest 3
vaft s TEEe It | fiSiws, W ve e wig
oI FF | AT Wl &]ATZI TKT T 35Qd AR T T @O
Toifge 73 1 » oIt TARA T ©Iwet (iR | AITANS BHR
TF (AT (FC GFGF GI0 QA AT I | (TN 28t
O (ARl AE® e ACTEREE 16 e o T et
T ST | QA TG AN AP b B (@eF 9 B W
TP QI AT (FHRVCS TIZFI[ TRFF TS o,
A, W AR IR R AR WS =gERE A, | e
Bl @R IR T IR (Teeg @3 I wfee =W
[ N W A, T W I B SN SYS AR
ST TS ISP TIBE I | IS I @ FSta
W | BY SRIEA ASIFITTS AR ARRIA ALMATR Ao
Qe ol SIS IM ST AR |

oA TG 20w TIMIAR TETSI (R Yo TofFfers Wt A«
SR TR 93 ANERE PR AfeR R ore i |
SITWR WA AR 1 R ZITSH AT SR W FAoR
93 T BraeA! Bivit ATy (S S ek w3 =ifSed afere
TR I IECE, 831 W = IR TOINE TS A
O ©E AGl MSFF &9 | ol @ W iR, @RIl
FHRNT @O S AN SR @O e Srarw FAR
FAIF T 2.90-8.90 A{T A} YW ZIOR AN FAH
wRFEA QT ART T IAEE B IASIE (PRI I
ey T SRUITE QT O Mg, (R /o) o7 o
ToAfgfere Erren T @fSgie 4% M oEd e

ey

www.pathagar.com



Tere @ foee st

When you go home
Tell them of us and say
For your tomorrow
We gave our today.

(Inscription chiseled into the living rock in the war memorial at
kohima for those who feel in that World War II battle)
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A5 TR ST (SA

Millions of babies watching the skies

Bellies swollen, with big round eyes on Jessore Road
Millions of fathers in rain

Millions of mothers in pain

Millions of brothers in woe

Millions of sisters no where to go.

[Allen Ginsberg : September on Jessore Road]
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The state is the Divine idea as it exists on earth.
—Hegel
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They Were Defeated By Themselves

In 1971, what happened was hot only the consequences of that years
or years very nearest to the past. It was the consequences of a long
time politically as well as technically failure Pak regime where a
combination of military and civil regime. The failure started since
1948 and lasted to the 16th December. Nothing else. They were
defeated by themselves straightly. I can clear the whole issue.

In 1948, Jinnah declared the debated language issue. It were the
Pakistani leaders who wanted to show the unity of Pakistan through
one national language was there any problem if there are two
definitional languages! No problem. Ultimately, if happened in 1954,
Bengali became one the state languages. But it was too late to heal
the sore created by the burguoise movement. We cannot deny the
ultimate effect of the history.In 1954, the United Front government
was formed in Bangladesh. It was the reflection of the demand of the
Bengali mass people. But the Pak politicians failed to understand the
gravity of the situation. They made the situation more critical by
playing games with this newly formed govt. Mujib understand what
he should do. He asides himself and devoted to the politics. The rift
of the valey became larger. The distance grew more and more.

In 1958, General Ayub Khan became the second President of the
Pakistan; all the political issues were nothing but eye wash. He made
mistakes one after another. His basic democracy was nothing but a
deception. His style of domination was none but the oppression over
the majority of the country. He plotted aggressive conspiracy case
and failed to fulfill his goal. He also formed “Democracy Activation
committee”. But it was too late to hold the situation. Leaders from
both part were become totally fade up on him and he failed to reach
any goal. Bhuttorose as the sole political figure inWest Pakistan. At
last Ayub Khan transferred the power to the General Yahya.

Yahya is the first person who at last tried to consider the issue of
participation of Bangladeshi polititicians. His course of action at least
proved that though his technique was full of inconsistencies but at

»9q

www.pathagar.com



least he tried to do something. His abolition of one unit, Legal
Framework Order, one person one vote policy nothing worked. I still
do not know why he declared election where he absolutely know that
Bengalis are the majority and they will form the Govt. Was he tried
to save the centre by taking equal representatives from both sides as
forming provincial governments or whether he thought that Awami
League would achieve majority. All his efforts were thrown in to
astray. Mujib became harsh and Bhutto managed the situation as per
his desire. He wanted to be the prime Minister. If it is not whole
Pakistan, it did not matter for him. A West Pakistan was enough for
him. He just wanted to be a sovereign prime Minister with sovreign
Power. He had no time to think about East Pakistan and the issue of
Mujib. He was humisical to his goal.

Yahya continued but he knew that failure is the ending. Long
distance, gap of communication, weather of our country, myths and
reality related to India were some of various factors they considered.
But nothing to do. They became ousted in only one weak from the
“beginning of all out attack. If we consider 4™ December as the
starting date of the all out war, on 8" December Niaji was called by the
Governor for explanation. But there was nothing to describe. Pak
army failed. They were helpless due to the success of others and also
by some situations of which some were created by themselves and
some were natural.

We always try to discuss this sensitive issue from one single comer.
But there were so many factors involved with this war. None can
avoid them. Every leader thought the war from his angel. But the
situation was a collective one. Many a civilian attend the war to free
their country from opponent. But they never think that what they
achieved through the war. Many a politician attended the war
through official means but they were became the ultimate leader.
Satisfaction arose from various means.

The whole situation was nothing but a chaotic one. Pak army
surrendered to the Indian Army. It seemed that they were our new
master rather than our helper. All the Pak rulers were engaged on the
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issue of West Pakistan as well as their political career. But the people
of Bangladesh waited by long years to be evaluated, to be asked and
also to participate. But they have not time to consider these trifle
things.

So, Bangladesh roared and became an independent nation. The war
was the way of our victory. After the Second World War we were the
only nation who achieved their freedom through this way. Long live
Bangladesh.
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“Sir [President of the Constituent Assembly], you will see that they
want to palace the word “East Pakistan” instead of “East Bangal.” We
had demanded so may times that you should use Bengal instead of
Pakistan. The word “Bengal” has a history, has a tradition of its own.
You can change it only after the people have been concerned. So far
as the question of one unit is concerned it can come in constitution.
Why do you want it to be taken up just now? What about the state
language, Bengali? We will be prepared to consider one-unit with all
these things. So I appeal to my friends on that side to allow the
people to give their verdict in any way, in the form referendum of in

the form of plebiscite.”
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The Pakistani Instrument of Surrender

The Pakistani Instrument of Surrender was a written agreement that
enabled the surrender of Pakistan Armed Forces in the Bangladesh
Liberation War. The surrender took place on 16 December 1971 at
the Ramna Race Course in Dhaka.

Lieutenant-General A A K Niazi, Martial Law Administrator of West
Pakistan, surrendered to Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Aurora,
Joint Commander of the Bangladesh-India Allied Forces. Air
Commodore A. K. Khandker acted as witness on behalf of the
Bangladesh Armed Forces. Thousands of people celebrated the
ceremony in central Dhaka, marking the liberation of Bangladesh and
the victory of the independence war that began on 25 March 1971.
Subsequently, around 93,000 Pakistani troops and officials were
taken as prisoners-of-war by the Indian Army, the largest number of
POWs since World War II. They were later repatriated in 1973 under
the terms of the Delhi Agreement.
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INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER

The PAKISTAN Castern Commbnd agree to survender all) PAKISTAN
Armed Forces tm BANGLA DESH to Lieutensri-General JAGIIT STAGH AURORA,
Gengral Officer Commanding in Chief of the Indian and BAMGLA DESH forces
tn the fastern Theatra. This surrendar fncludes all PAKISTAN land, ailr
and navel forces as also all pare-military forces and civil armed forces.
Thase forces will lay down their aras and surrender st the places whers
they are currently located to the nsavest regular troops ‘under the

d of Lievtenant-General JAGIIT SINGH AURORA,

The PAKISTAN [astern Comnand shall come ynder prders of
Ligutenant-Genersl JAGJIT STAGH AURORA as 300n az this lastrument has
been signed. Disobedience of orders wi31 be reqgarded as a breach of
the surrender Lerms and will be dealt with in sccordance with the
accepted laws and usaces of war. The deci<ion of |ieutenant-Ganeral
JAGIIY SINGH MRORA will be final, should any doubt arise as to the
meaning or interpvetation of the survender terms.

Lientenint-General JARIT SIRGH AURORA gives a s0leémn asgurancs
that parsanne] who surrander shall be treated with dignity and respect
chat s0\dlers ave eatitled to in accordance with provisigns of the
GENEVA Convantion and guarantees the safety and well-being of all
PAKISTAN military and para-silitary forces who surrenders. Protectian
wil) be provided to foreign ratiorals, ethnic minoritias and personnel
of WLST PARISTAN origin by the forces under the Command of L iautenant-
‘General JAGIIT SINGH AURORA.

AAK a3l e,

CIACS T STWM SLADEA;

t frulcrant frorcsl (AMIR ABMR L AH KNAR Nful,
Geueral Officer (gurancicyg 1A Cheef Lieutenant -Gamera
trdia arnd BANGLA DESH Forces in the Hartisl Law Admwiniscrator J.m
asiern Theetre Cwmedrdnr Fasterrr Commamd "‘Qllstm!
/& Decamber 1971, 16 nwcombed 1970
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