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President’s Order No. 155 of 1972

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ORDER, 1972

[26TH DECEMBER, 1972]

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide for the conduct of elections to
Parliament and for matters connected therewith and incidental threreto ;

Now, THEREFORE in pursuance to the provisions of paragraph 3 of
the Fourth Schedule to the Constitution of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and in exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the
President is pleased to make and promulgate the following Order :—

1. @)

(i)
iii)

CHAPTER I-PRELIMINARY

This Order may be called the Representation of the People
Order, 1972.

It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.

It shall come into force at once.

2. In this Order, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or

context,—

0]
L(ia)
(ii)
2((iia)
3in)

(iv)

"ballot paper account” means a ballot paper account prepared
under clause (10) of Article 36 ;

"ballot paper book"” means a book containing ballot papers
for which ballot papers are used to electors ;]

"candidate” means a person proposed as a candidate for
election as a member ;

"Code of Conduct" means the Code of Conduct formulated
under Article 91B ;]

"Commission” means the Election Commission within the
meaning of the Constitution ;]

"Constituency” means a constituency delimited for the
purpose of election of a member ;

! Inserted by ST 7 3, 3003, 5. (F) |

? Inserted, ibid., . (%) 1

¥ Substituted by Ordinance No. L of 1978, for clause (iii).
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(v1)

(vii)
(viii)

U (viiia)

(viiib)

(ix)
(x)

2(xi)

*[(xia)

(xiaa)

(xii)

"Constitution” means the Constitution of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh ;

"contesting candidate” means a candidate who has been
validly nominated for election as a member and has not
withdrawn his candidature ;

“election” means election to a seat of a member held under
this Order ;

“election agent” means an election agent appointed by a
candidate under Article 21 and, where no such appointment
is made, the candidate acting as his own election agent ;

“election expenses” means the election expenses as defined
in Article 44A ;

“election observer” means a person permiited in writing by
the Commission or by any person authorised by it in this
behalf to observe any election under this Order, and includes
a group of such observers ;]

“election petition" means an election petition made under
Article 49 ;

“elector” in relation to a constituency. means a person who is
enrolled on the electoral roll in that constituency ;

“electoral roll" means an electoral roil prepared or deemed to
have been prepared under the Electoral Rolls Ordinance,
1982 (LXJ of 1982) ;]

"Identity card" means an identity card issued to an elector by
the Commission under the Electoral Rolls Ordinance, 1982
(LXT of 1982) ;]

"law enforcing agency” means any Police Force. Ansar Force
(S fER), Battalion Ansar, Bangladesh Rifles, Coast
Guard Force (@56 =% &A1) and the Defence Services of
Bangladesh ;]

"member" means a member of Parliament ;

! Inserted by WHITA® 72 3, 2009, 5. () 1

2 Substituted by Ordinance No. XX of 1984, for clause (xi).

3 Inserted by Act XXI1I of 1994, 5.2
* Inserted by SURTN AL S, 5. (T) |
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(xiii)
(xiv)
(xiva)
(xv)
{xvi)
(xvii)
(xviii)

(xix)

2[(xixa)
(xx)

(xxi)

3[(xxia)

(xxii})

(xxiii)

[(xxiiia)

5[(xxiv)
(xxv)

"nomination day" means the day appointed under Article 11
for the nomination of candidates ;

"Parliament” means Parliament for Bangladesh as defined in
Article 152 of the Constitution ;

"political party" means a political party as defined in Article
152 (1) ofehe Constitution ;]

"polling agent" means a polling agent appointed under
Article 22 ©

"polling day” means the day on which poll is taken for an
election ;

"polling officer” means a polling officer appointed under
Article 9 for a polling station ;

" r(;:scribed" means prescribed by rules mads under this
rder ;

"Presiding Officer” means a FPresiding Officer appoinicd
under Article 9 for a polling siation and includes an Asicant
rresiding Officer excrcising the powers and performing ihe
iuncuens of Prosidiag Officer ;

"registered political party” means a political party registcraed
tnder Article S0A ;]

"returned candidate” means a candidate who has been
declared elected as a member under this Order ;

"Returning Officer” means a Returning Officer appointed
under Article 7 and includes an Assistant Returning Officer
exercising the powers and performing the functions of
Returning Officer.

“rule” means any ruie made under this Order ;]

"scrutiny day” means the day appointed under Article 11 for
the scrutiny of nomination papers ,;

“spoilt ballot paper" means a ballot paper which has been
spoiled and is rcturned to the Presiding Officer under Article

"statutory public authoritf'" means a statutory public
authority as defined in Article 152 (1) of the Constitution ;]

“ward" means a ward of a union.]

"withdrawal day" means the day appointed under Article 11
on or before which candidature may be withdrawn.

' Inserted by ST A2 ), 2003, 5. *(8) |
2 Substituted, ibid., s. (B), for clause (xixa).
1 Inserted, ibid., s. (R |
% Inserted, ibid., 5. (%) |
5 Substituted, ibid., s. (). for clause (xxiv).
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CHAPTER II-ELECTION COMMISSION

l[3. The Election Commission, constituted in accordance with Article
118 of the Constitution, may be strengthened by appointing such number of
Commissioners as may be deemed necessary.

3A. Subject to the provisions of this Order, the Commission shall
regulate its own procedure. ]

4. The Commission may authorise its chairman or any of its members
or any of its officers to exercise and perform all or any of its powers and
functions under this order.

5.(1) The Commission may require any person or authority to perform
such function or render such assistance for the purposes of this Order as it
may direct.

2) All executive authoritics of the Government shall assist the
Commission in the pertormance of its functions, and for this purpose ihe
Prasident may, afier comsultation with the Commission, issue such
directions as h2 may consider necessary.

6./1) The Government or an Officer authoriszd by it in this behalf,
may upon a request made in this behalf by the Commission, by an order in
writing, requisition any such vehicle or vessel as is needed or is likely, to be
needed for the purpose or transporting to and from any polling station ballot
boxes or other election materials or any Officer or other person engaged for
the performance of any duties in connection with the election :

Provided that no vehicle or vessel which is being used by a candidate
or his election agent for any purpose connected with the election of such
candidate shall be so requisitioned.

{2} Any person authorised in this behalf by the Government may take
possession of any vehicle or vessel requisitioned under clause (/) and may
for that purpose use such force including police force, as may be reasonable
necessary.

(3) Where any vehicle or vessel is requisitioned under clause (2),
there shall be paid to the owner thereof compensation the amount of which
shall be determined by the Government or the officer requisitioning the
vehicle or vessel on the basis of the fares and rates prevailing in the locality
for its hire :

Provided that where the owner of the vehicle or vessel being
aggrieved by the amount of compensation so determined, makes an
application to the Government within the period of thirty days from the date
the amount has been determined for the matter being referred to an
arbitrator the amount of compensation to be paid shall be such as the
arbitrator appointed in this behalf by the Government may determine.

! Substituted by Act XX of 1994, s. 3, for the former Article 3.
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CHAPTER III-ELECTION

I[7.2* * *_(1) The Commission shall appoint a Returning Officer
for each constituency for the purpose of election of a member for that
Constituency ; and a person may be appointed as Returning Officer for two
or more constituencies.

(2) The Commission may appoint as many Asistant Returning
Officers as may be necessary :

Provided that no Assistant Returning Officer shall be appointed for
more than one constituency.

(3) An Assistant Returning Officer shall assist the Returning Officer
in the performance of his functions under this order and may, subject to any
condition imposed by the Commission, exercise and perforrn under the
control of the Returning Officer, the power and functions of the Returning
Officer.

(4) It shall be the duty of a Returning Officer 1o do all such acts and
things as may be necessary for effectively conducting an election in
accordance with the provisions of this order and the rules.

(5) Subject to the superintendance, direction, and control of the
Commission, the Returning Officer shall supervise all work in the district in
connection with the conduct of elections and shall also perform such other
duties and functions as may be entrusted to him by the Commission.

(6) The Commission may, at any time, for reasons to be recorded in
writing, withdraw any officer performing any duty in connection with an
election, or any other public functionary, or any other law enforcing
personnel who obstructs or prevents or attempts to obstruct or prevent the
conduct of fair and impartial poll or interferes or attempts to interfere with
an elector when he records his vote, or influences in any manner the polling
staff or an elector or does any other act calculated to influence the result of
election, and make such arrangements as it may consider necessary for the
performance of the functions of the officer or person so withdrawn.

3[(7) Where the Commission withdraws any officer or person under
clause (6), it—

(8) may, if such officer or person is working in any polling
station or constituency, direct him to leave the polling station
or the constituency at once ;

! Substitated by Act XXIII of 1994, s. 4, for the former Article 7.

% The words and comma "Appointment of District Returning Officer and Returning
Officer, etc.” were omitted by IR A2 3, 00, 5. 9(F) |

3 Substituted by ibid., s. (%), for clause (7).

L))
www.pathagar.com



(b) shall, in case of a direction under sub-clause (a), direct such
officer or person to remain out of the constituency for the
period specified in the direction and accordingly he shall
comply with the direction, and if he is required to perform
any official duty only in that constitutency, his appointing
authority shall make arrangement for his leave or otherwise ;

(c) shall refer the matter to the appropriate authority for taking
disciplinary and other actions in relation to such officer or
person.]

8. (/) The Returning Officer shall, before such time as the
Commission may fix, submit to the Commisssion a list of polling stations he
proposes to provide in a constituency for the purpose of election of a
member for that constituency.

(2) The Commission may make such alternaticns in the list of polling
stat:ons submitted vader clause {1} as it may consider neces<ary and shall.
st fiftcen <avs befere oz pelling day, publish in the Ofiicial Gazete
Laal Bstof poliing stations specifying the area the clecrors whereof will
ne critird to vote at each poliing station.

(3) The Returning Officer shall provide each consutuency with
poliing stations according to the final list published under clause (2).

(4) No polling station shall be located in any such premises as belong
to, or are under the control of, any candidate.

9. '((1) The Returning Officer shall, by a notice in writing, require all
heads of offices, institutions and establishment. whether Government or
non-Government, in the district to provide him with a list of their Officers
and employees of such grades as he may specify for perparation of a panel
of Presiding Officers, Assistant Presiding Officers and Polling Officers from
among them.

(IA) After the preparation of the panel, the Returning Officer shall
send a copy, thereof to the heads of all the Offices, institutions and
establishments whose Officers and employees have been included in the
panel with a request to place the service of these officers and employees at
the disposal of the Commission for use for election purpose and also
forward a copy of the panel to the Commission.

(/B) The Returning Officer shall appoint from the panel for each
polling station a Presiding Officer and such number of Assistant Presiding
Officers and Polling Officers to assist the Presiding Officers as the
Returning Officer may consider necessary :

Provided that a person who is , or has at any time been, in the
employment of any candidate shall not be appointed as a Presiding Officer,
Assistant Presiding Officer or Polling Officer.]

! Substiruted by Act XXIII of 1994, 5.5, for the former clause (1).
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(2) A Presiding Officer shall conduct the poll in accordance with the
provisions of this Order, and the rules, shall be responsible for maintaining
order at the polling station and shall report to the Returning Officer any
factor incident which may. in his opinion, affect the fairness of the poll :

Provided that during the course of the poll the Presiding Officer may
entrust such of his functions as may be specified by him to any Assistant
Presiding Officer and it shall be the duty of the Assistant Presiding Officer
to perform the functions so entrusted.

(3) The Returning Officer shall authorise one of the Assistant
Presiding Officers to act in place of the Presiding Officer if the Presiding
Officer is, at any time during the poll, by reason of illness or other cause,
not present at the polling station, or is unable to perform his functions ; and
any absence of the Presiding Officer, and the reasons therefor, shall as soon
as possible after the close of the poll, be reported to the Returning Officer.

{4) The Returning Officer may, at any time during the poll for reasons
to be recorded in writing, suspend any Presiding Officer, Assistant Presiding
Officer, Polling Officer and make such arrangements as he may consider
necessary for the performance of the functions of the Officer so suspended.

10. (/) The Commission shall provide the Returning Officer for each
constituency with copies of electoral rolls for that constituency.

(2) The Returning Officer shall provide the Presiding Officer of each
Polling station with copies of electoral rolls containing the names of the
electors entitled to vote at that polling station.

11. () For the purpose of holding elections for constituting
Parliament, the Commission shall, by notification in the Official Gazette,
call upon the electors to elect a member from each constituency and shall,
in relation to each constituency, specify in the notification.

l[(a) a day on or before which the nomination of candidates may
be filed ;

(b) aday 2lor days] for the scrutiny of nomination papers ;

{c) a day on or before which candidature may be withdrawn ;
and

(d) aday, at least fifteen days after the withdrawal day, for the
taking of the poll.

! Substituted by Ordinance No. XIX of 1986, for sub-clause (a).

2 The words "or days” werc inserted, ibid.
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(2) A Returning Officer shall, as soon as may be after the publication
of a notification under clause (1), give public notice of the dates specified
by the Commission in respect of the constituency or constituencies of which
he is the Retuning Officer ; and the public notice shall be published at
some prominent place or places within the constituency to which it relates.

(3) A public notice issued under clause (2) shall also invite
nominations and specify the time before which and the place at which
nomination papers shall be received by the Returning Officer '[or the
Assistant Returning Officer].

12. (1) Any elector of a constituency may propose or second for
election to that constituency, the name of any person qualified to be a
member under clause (1) of Article 66 of the Constitution :

2[Provided that a person shall be disqualified from being elected as,
and from being, a member, if he—

(a) is a person holding any office of profit in the service of the
Republic or of a statutory public authority.

(ai) isa person who is convicted of an offence punishable under
Articles 73, 74, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84 and 86 and
sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than two
years, unless a period of five years has elapsed since the date
of his release ;

(aii) is a person whose election to a seat is declared void on any of
the grounds mentioned in sub-clauses (c), (d) and (e) of
clause (1) of Article 63, unless a period of five years has
elapsed since the date of such declaration ;

(aiii} has been dismissed or removed or compulsorily retired from
the service of the Republic or of any statutory public
authority on the ground of corruption, unless a period of five
years has elapsed since his dismissal, removal or compulsory
retirement ; or|

4y * * * *

" Inserted by Ordinance No. XVII of 1986.
2 Substituted by Ordinance No. L of 1978, for the former proviso.
? Inserted by SGIA™ 2 3, 003, 5. 8(F) )
4 Sub-clause (aa) was omitted by Act XXMII of 1994, s. 6(a), which was inscrted by
Ordinance No. XXXV of 1986.
L8
www.pathagar.com



(b

@

®)

©

whether by himself or by any person or body of persons in
trust for him or for his benefit or on his account or as a
member of a Hindu undivided family, has any share or
interest in a contract, not been a contract between a co-
operative society and Government for the supply of goods to,
or for the execution of any contract or the performance of
any services undertaken by Government It

l[Provided further that a person shall be disqualified 2[from
being elected as, and from being,] a member, if he—

being a loanee, other than a loanee who has taken the loan
from any bank for construction of a house for residential
purposes, has defaulted in repaying on the day of submission
of nomination paper any loan or instalment thereof taken by
him from a bank ;

is a director of a company or a partner of a firm which has
defaulted in repaying on the day of submission of nomination
paper any loan or any instalment thereof taken by it from a
bank ; 3[or]

being a director of a financial institution (W% &fSi) as
defined in Wd¥4 ImMRFTS WEA, dobo (Mdbo AHA 87t W2A) has
defaulted in repaying on the day of submission of nomination
paper the loan or any instalment thereof taken by him from a
bank.]

4[E,vcplanau'on I.—A person shall not be deemed to hold an officer of
profit in the service of the Republic by reason only that he is a Prime
Minister, Minister, Minister of State or Deputy Minister.

Sx

* * * *

Explantion III.-The disqualification under clause (b) 6[of the first
proviso] shall not apply to a person—]

(i)

where the share or interest in the contract devolves on him by
inheritance or succession or as a legatee, executor or
administrator, until the expiration of six months after it has
so devolved on him or such longer period as the President
may, in any particular case allow ; or

! Substituted and inserted by Act XIII of 1996 (w. e. f. 25-4-1996).

% Substituted by ST FL ), 00), s. 8(), for "from being elected as".
* Added, ibid

* Substituted by Ordinance No. L of 1978, for the former Explanations.

5 Explanation II was omitted by STITA™ 7R 3, 003, 5. 8(T) 1

® Substituted, ibid.. s. 8(¥), for "of the proviso”.
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(i1)

(ii1)

where the contract has been entered into by or on behalf of a
public company as defined in the Companies Act, 1913 (VII
of 1913), of which he is a share-holder but is neither a
director holding an office of profit under the company nor a
managing agent ; or

where he is a member of Hindu undivided family and the
contract has been entered into by any other member of that
family in the course of carrying on a separate business in
which he has no share or interest.

l{Explanation IV.—"bank" means—

M

(i)

(iii)

@iv)

any “J71F @A as defined in ¥ ¢ () of the AF F=
A, dobd (O3ad AT S8 WZA) ;

Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha established under the
Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha Order, 1972 (P. O. No. 128
of 1972) ;

House Building Finance Corporation established under the
Bangladesh House Building Finance Corporation Order, 1973
(P. 0. No.70f 1973) ;

Investment Cbrporation of Bangladesh established under the
Investment Corporation of Bangladesh Ordinance, 1976 (XL
of 1976)]

Z[Explanation V.—A person or a company or a firm shall be deemed to
have defaulted in repaying a loan or an instalment thereof referred to in the
second proviso, if he or it is a defaniter within the meaning of the
expression “c¥NA ¥ 47" as defined in ¥R ¢ (%) of the TF FTA M2A,
Sand (S%») AT 58 TR WEA) I]

3[( LA) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that, for the
purposes of this Article, a person shall not be deemed to hold an office of
profit in the service of the Republic or of a statutory public authority by
reason only that he is an Administrator or a Deputy Administrator of a

[City] Corporation or a ’[Ward Commissioner.]

! Inserted by Act X111 of 1996 (ir- e. /. 25-4-1996).

? Inserted by STTW= 2 3, 2003, 5. 8(3) |

? Inserted by Ordinance No. LIX of 1986.

+ Substituted by Act XXII1 of 1994, s. 6(c), for "Municipal“.

5 Substtuted, ibid., s. 7, for "Chairman or Member of a Ward Committee thereof ™.
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(2) Every proposal shall be made by a separate nomination paper in
the prescribed form which shall be signed by the proposer and the seconder
and shall contain—

(a) adeclaration signed by the candidate that he has consented to
the nomination and that he is not subject to any
disqualification for being, or being elected as, a member ;
and

(b) a declaration signed by the proposer and the seconder that
neither of them has subscribed to any other nomination paper
either as proposer or seconder.

(3) Every nomination paper shall be dellvered by the candidate, or his
proposer, or seconder to the Returning Officer [or the Assistant Returning
Officer] who shall acknowledge the receipt of the nomination paper
specifying the date and time of receipt.

(4) A person may be nominated in the same constituency by more
than one nomination paper !{and a nomination paper may be delivered to
both the Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer].

(5) If any person subscribes to more than one nomination paper, all
such nommatlon papers, except the one received first by the Returning
Officer '[or the Assistant Returning Officer, as the case may be), shall be
void.

(6) The Returning Officer shall give a serial number to every
nomination paper and endorse thereon the name of the person presenting it,
and the date and time of its receipt, and inform such person of the time and
place at which he shall hold scrutiny.

][(63) The Assistant Returning Officer shall give a serial number to
every nomination paper and endorse thereon the name of the person
presenting it, and he date and time of its receipt, and inform such person of
the time and place at which the Returning Officer shall hold scrutiny, and
immediately after the time for receiving nomination paper is over, forward
all the nomination papers received by him to the Returning Officer.]

(7) The Returning Officer shall cause to be affixed at some
consplcuous place in his office a notice of every nomination paper received
by him ![or received by the Assistant Returning Officer and forwarded to
him under clause (6a) containing particulars of the candidate and the names
of the proposer and seconder as shown in the nomination paper.]

! Inserted by Ordinance No. XVII of 1986.
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13. (1) Subject to the provisions of clause (2), no nomination paper
delivered under Article 12 shall be accepted unless—

(a) a sum of Taka '[z[ten] thousand] is deposited in cash by the
candidate or by any person on his behalf at the time of its
delivery ; or

oy itis accompanied by a receipt or a true copy thereof duly
attested by a gazetted govermnment servant showing that a
sum as aforesaid has been deposited by the candidate or by
any person on his behalf with the Returning Officer or the
Assistant Returning Officer or at any Bank or at a
Government Treasury or Sub-Treasury.]

(2) Not more than one deposit under clause (1) shall be required in the
case or a person who has been nominated as candidate by more than one
nomination paper.

Y13A. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Order, no
person may at the same time be a candidate for more than five
constituencies.]

(2) Every nomination paper shall, in addition to the declarations
required under Article 12, be accompanied by a declaration signed by the
candidate that he is not a candidate for more than five constituencies.

(3) If a person is at the same time a candidate for more than five
constituencies, all his nomination papers in respect of all the constituencies
shall be void.]

14.(1) The candidates, their election agents, proposer and seconders,
and one other person authorised in this behalf by each candidate may attend
the scrutiny of nomination paper and the Returning Officer shall give them
reasonable opportunity for examining all nomination papers °[delivered or
forwarded to him] under Article 12.

(2) The Returning Officer shall, in the presence of the persons
attending the scrutiny under clause (/), examine the nomination papers and
decide any objection raised by any such person to any nomination.

{3) The Returning Officer may, either of his own motion or upon any
objection, conduct such summary enquiry as he may think fit and reject a
nomination paper if he is satisfied that—

(a) the candiate is not qualified to be elected as a member ;

! Substituted by Ordinance No. XVI of 1986, for “ten thousand".

% Substituted by ST 7R 3, 003, 5. @, for "five".

3 Substituted by Ordinance No. X VII of 1986, for sub-clause (b).

* Inserted by Ordinance No X V1II of 1986.

> Substituted by Ordinance No XVII of 1986, for "delivered to him".
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{b) the proposer or the seconder is not qualified to subscribe to
the nomination paper ;

(c) any provision of Article 12 or Article 13 has not been
complied with ; or

(d) the signature of the proposer or the seconder is not genuine :
Provided that—

(i) the rejection of a nomination paper shall not invalidate the
nomination of a candidate by any other valid nomination

paper ;

(i) the Returning Officer shall not reject a nomination paper on
the ground of any defect which is not a substantial nature and
may allow any such defect to be remedied forthwith ; and

(iii) the Returning Officer shall not enquire into the correctness or
validity of any entry in the electoral roll.

{4) The Returning Officer shall endorse on each nomination paper his
decision accepting or rejecting it, and shall, in the case of rejection, record a
brief statement of the reason therefor.

(5) Where the nomination of a candidate has been rejected under this
Article, an appeal shall lie within the prescribed period to the Commission
and any order passed on such appeal shall be final.

15 (1) The Reterming Officer shall, after the scrutiny of nomination
papers, prepare and publish in the prescribed manner a list of candidates
who have neen vaiidly nominated.

(2) In case a appeal against rejection of a nomination paper has been
accepted by the Commission, the list of validly nominated candidates shall
be revised accordingly.

16. (1) Any validly nominated candidate may, by notice in writing
signed by him and delivered, on or before the withdrawal day, to the
Returning Officer, either by such candidate in person or by an agent
authorised in this behalf in writing by such candidate, withdraw his
candidate.

(2) A notice of withdrawal under clause (1) shall, in no circumstances,
be open to recall or cancellation.

(3) On receiving a notice of withdrawal under clause (1) the Returming
Officer shall, if he is satisfied that the signature on the notice is that of the
candidate, cause a copy of the notice to be affixed at some conspicuous
place in his Office.

U
www.pathagar.com



(f) Thie liwrning Officer shali, on the day next following the
o ar<d publish in the prescribed manner a list of

whihdr

CONT251

17.¢/) I¥ a validly nominated candidate who has not withdrawn his
candidetare dies. (he Pawening Officer shall, by public notice terminate the

o5 relating to an election have been terminated
under clause ¢/ ;. fresh proceedings shall be commenced in accordance with
the provicions ¢ this Order as if for a new election l[ ]

(2) Where Proceedis

‘[Provided that it shali not be necessary for the other contesting
candidates to file fresh nemination papers or make a further deposit nuder
Arucie 121

18. Where the proceedings relating to nomination, scrutiny or
withdrawal cannot. for reasons beyond the control of the Returning Officer,
take place on the day arnointed therefor, he may postpone or adjourn such
proceedinigs and shail with the approval of the Commission. by the public
notice fix another day for the proceedings so postponed or adjourned and, if
recessary. alia the dav a1 duvs for subsequent proceedings.

. (1) Where, ofter scrutiny under Article 14, only one person

emains as a valiclv nomizated candidate for election as a member from a

;orml'-len;. or wiere ster withdrewal under Article 16 only one person is

left as a contesting candidate, the Returning Officer shall, by public notice,
declare such candidate to be elected to the seat :

s Ay

Provided that if after scrutiny any candidate indicates that he intends
to make an appear under lause (5) of Article 14 against the rejection of his
nomination paper. no percon shall be declared elected uncontested until the
period presc nbv‘d for filling <uch appeal has expired and no such appeal has
heen filed, or. whers 1is filed, until the disposal of such appeal.

(2) The Returning Giticar shall submit to the Commission a return of
the election in respect of which he has made a declaration under clause (1).

(3 The covsmasson shall publish in the Official Gazetle the name of
the relumm g candidate.

20 (1) If there are more contesting candidates than one in respect of
any vonstitugnicy. the Returning Officer shall-

2[!;1) (llo-.dfe in the case of a contesting candidate set up by a
& political party, the s)mbol reserved for that party
“cmmission under this Order or the rules ;

-

 The colon was substitzied for the full-stop at the end of clause (2) of Article 17, and
thereafior the proviso was added by Act XXIII of 1994, 5.8,

2 Suhariturad b W TETER T N, %093, S0, for sub-clause (a).
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(aa) allocate, in the case of other coniesting candidates, subject to
any direction of the Commission. onc of the prescried
symbols to each such contesting candidate : and in so doing
shall, so far as possible, have regard for any preference
indicated by the candidate :]

(b) publish in such manner as the Comrmssien may direct the
names of contesting candidates arvapged tn the alphabetical
orr(jjer specifying against each the svmboi allocated to im :
an

(c) give public notice of the poll '!.':_'!

I[Provided that the Commission v, o an appiizaion made to it
this behalf within three days after the pubiicaticn of tiie noiification unacy
clause (1) of Article 11, allot one of the gresciibed symbols to the
candidates of any non-registered political party or 0 the candidates of a
combination of two or more political parties who have agreed to set up joint
candidates for election :

Provided further that in the case of cembination of two or more
registered political parties, in which onz or moie non-recisiered partids
might have also joined, the Commission shali. on such appiicaiion. allot cpe
of the symbols reserved for any of them:. c.voiding W the Indicauon given
in the application, to the candidates of the combined pohitizal parties or
may, if the combination so desires., any vtz prescsited svmbol

Provided further that when a politicui party. for which a symbol is
res 2ved by the Commission under this Order or iz 1s split up it
seve: st rival groups each of which claiming stselt to be the original party for
whichi the said symbol is reserved and demanding the rescrvation of the
symboli for itself, the matter shall be referred to the Comimission for a
decision ; and the decision of the Commission thercon. made after giving
the rival groups a reasonable opportunsty of being heard, shall be final.]

_ (2) The Returning Officer shzii arvangs to exnibit prominently at each
polling station the name and symbol of each coniesting candidate.

21. {1) A candidate may appoint a person quaiified to be elected as a
member to be his election agent.

, (2) The appoiniment of an election agent niay. & wny “ime. be reveked
in writing by the candidate and, when 1t 15 50 revokad or the election agent
dies, another person may be appointed by the candidate to be his election
agent.

(3) When an election agent is appointed. the candidate shail send to
the Returning Officer a notice in writing of the appointment containing the
name, father's name and address of the election agent.

_ (4) Where no appointment of an election agent is made undar this
section, a candidate shall be deemed to be his own election agent and shall

so far as the circumstances permit, be subject to the provisions of this Order
both as a candidate and as an election agent.

! A colon was substituted for the full-stop at the ¢nd and thereafter provisos were added
by SYIITA™ AR 5, 200, 5. 9(Q) |
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22. (1) The contesting candidate or his election agent, may, before the
commencement of the poll, appoint for each polling station not more than
two polling agents if there be only one booth, and not more than five polling
agents 4f there be more than one booth, at such polling station and shall give
notice thereof in writing to the Presiding Officer.

(2) The appointment of a polling agent under clause (/) may at any
time be revoked by the candidate or his election agent and, when it is so
revoked or the polling agent dies, another person may be appointed by the
candidate or the election agent to be a polling agent ; and a notice of such
appointments shall be given to the Presiding Officer.

[(3) The Presiding Officer shall not accept a polling agent unless he
wears an identity card granted by the person appointing him containing his
name and the name of the candidate for whom he is appointed as a polling
agent.]

23. Where any act or thing is authorised by this Order to be done in
the presence of the candidate an election agent or a polling agent, the failure
of such person to attend at the time and place appointed for the purpose
shall not invalidate any act or thing otherwise validly done 1

2[Providcd that the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the
case may be, shall, as far as practicable, endeavour to ensure the attendance
of the said person at the time of doing the said act or thing :

Provided further that, if a candidate or his election agent or polling
agent is found absent at the time of doing the said act or thing, the
Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the case may be, shall
immediately try to find out the reason of such absence and record the fact
and communicate it to the Commission together with his comments thereon,
and shall endeavour to ensure such attendance.]

24. The Returning Officer shall, subject to any direction of the
Commission, fix the hours during which the poll shall be taken and give
public notice of the hours so fixed.

25. (1) The Presiding Officer of a polling station shall stop the poll
and inform the Returning Officer that he has done so if-

(a) the poll at the polling station is, at any time, so interrupted or
obstructed for reason beyond the control of the Presiding
Officer that it cannot be resumed during the polling hours
fixed under Article 24 ; or

! Added by ST 72 3, R00), 5. Q.

2 A colon was substituted for the full-stop at the end and thereafter the provisos were
inserted, ibid.
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(b) any ballot box used at the polling station is unlawfully taken
out of the custody of the Presiding Officer, or is accidentally
or intentionally destroyed or lost, or is damaged or tampered
with to such and extent that the result of the polling station
cannot be ascertained.

(2) Where a poll has been stopped under clause (/), the Returning
Officer shall immediately report the circumstances to the Commission and
the Commission shall direct a fresh poll at that polling station, unless it is
satisfied that the result of the election has been determined by the polling
station, taken with the results of the polling at other polling stations in the
same constituency.

(3) Where the Commission orders a fresh poll under clause (2), the
Returning Officer shall, with the approval of the Commission—

{a) appoint a day for a fresh poll and fix the place at which and
the hours during which such fresh poll shall be taken ; and

(b) give public notice of the day so appointed and the place and
hours so fixed.

{4) At a fresh poll taken under clause (3) at a polling station, all
electors entitled to vote there at shall be allowed to vote and no vote cast at
the poll stopped under clause (7) shall be counted ; and the provisions of
this Order and the rules and orders made thereunder shall apply to such
fresh poll.

26. An election under this Order shall be decided by secret ballot and,
subject to the provisions of Article 27, every elector shall cast his vote by
inserting, in accordance with the provisions of this Order, in the ballot box,
a ballot paper in the prescribed form. _

27. (1) The following persons may cast their votes by postal ballot in
such manner as may be prescribed, namely :—

][(a) a person referred to in sub-section (2), (3) or (4) of section 8
of the Electoral Rolls Ordinance, 1982 (LXI of 1982) ;]

(b) a person appointed for the performance of any duty in
connection with an election at a polling station other than the
one at which he is entitled to cast his vote.

! Substituted by Ordinance No. XX of 1984, for sub-clause (a).
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(2) An elector who, being entitled to do so, intends to cast his vote by
postal ballot shall-

(a) in the case of a person referred to in sub-clause (a) of clause
(1) within fifteen days from the date of the publication of the
notification under Article 11, and

{b) in the case of a person referred to in sub-clause (b) of that
clause as soon as may be after his appointment,

Apply to the Returning Officer of the constituency in which he is an
elector for a ballot paper for voting by postal ballot ; and every such
application shall specify the name of the elector, his address and his serial
number in the electoral roll.

(3} The Returning Officer shall immediately upon the receipt of an
application by an elector under clause (2) sent by post to such elector a
ballot paper and an envelope bearing on its face a form of certificate of
posting, showing the date thereof, to be filled in by the proper official of the
Post Office at the time of posting by the elector.

4) An elector on receiving his ballot paper for voting by postal ballot
shall in the prescribed manner record his vote and after so recording post
the ballot paper to the Returning Officer in the envelope sent to him under
clause (3) with minimum of delay.

28. (1) The Returning Officer shall provide each Presiding Officer
with such number of ballot boxes as may be necessary.

{2) The ballot boxes shall be of such material and design as may be
approved by the Commission.

(3) Not more than one ballot box shall be used at a time for the
purpose of the poll at any polling station, or at any polling booth, where
there are more than one polling booths at a polling station.

(4) At least half an hour before the time fixed for the commencement
of the poll the Presiding Officer shall-

{a) ensure that every ballot box to be used is empty ;

1[(aa) deliver such empty ballot boxes to Polling Officer to be
numbered serially against their signatures in prescribed forms
to be maintained by him and supplied by the Commission.
Agents of candidates may, if they so like, sign such
prescribed form as witnesses which shall contain such
columns ;]

' Clause (aa) was inserled by Act XX!IT of 1994,5. 9.
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(b) show the empty ballot box to the contesting candidates and
their election agents and polling agents whoever may be
present ;

(c) after the ballot box has been shown to be empty close and
seal it ; and

(d) place the ballot box so as to be conveniently accessible to the
elector, and at the same time within the sight ot himself and
of such candidates or their election or polling agents as may
be present.

{5) If one ballot box is full or cannot further be used for receiving
ballot papers, the Presiding Officer shall seal that ballot box I{with his own
seal and signature and w1th the seals or signatures of the contesting
candidates or election agents or polling agents present who may wish to seal
or sign it] and keep it in a secure place and use another ballot box in the
manner laid down in clause (4).

(6) A Presiding Officer shall, make such arrangements at the polling
station that every elector may be able to mark his ballot paper in secret
before the same is folded and inserted in the ballot box.

29. The Prestding Officer shall, subject to such instructions as the
Commission may give in this behalf, regulate the number of electors to be
admitted to the polling station at a time and exclude from the polling station
all other persons except—

(a) any person on duty in connection with the election ;

2(b) the contesting candidates and their election agents and one
polling agent of each contesting candidate for each booth ;
and

(bb) election observers ;]

{c) such other persons as may be specifically permitted by the
Returning Officer.

30. (1) The Presiding Officer shall keep order at the polling station
and may remove or cause to be removed any person who misconducts
himself at a polling station or fails to obey any lawful orders of the
Presiding Officer.

(2) Any person removed under clause (1) from a polling station shall
not, without the permission of the Presiding Officer. again enter the polling
station during the day and shall, if he is accused of an offence in a polling
station, be liable to be arrested without warrant by a police officer.

! Inscrted by SHFITA™ 912 3, 00, 5. &.

2 Substituted. ibid., for clause (b).
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{3) The powers under this Article shall not be so exercised as to
deprive an elector of an opportunity to cast his vote at the polling station at
which he is entitled to vote.

31. [(J) Where an elector presents himself at the polling station to
vote, the Presiding Officer shall, after satisfying himself about the identity
of the elector with reference to his identity card, issue to him a ballot paper.

(/A) No ballot paper shall be issued to an elector unless he is in
possession of a valid identity card and the Presiding Officer is satisfied that
the identity card is genuine.

(!B} An identity card shall not be accepted as valid unless the
Photograph of the elector in the identity card and his signature/thumb
impression therein and the signature of the issuing officer of the
Commission and the seal of the Commission threron are distinct and clear.]

(2) Before a ballot paper is issued to an elector—

(a) he shall be required to receive a personal mark made with
indelible ink on the thumb or any other finger of either hand ;

{b) the number and name of the elector as entered in the electoral
roll shall be called out ;

(c) a mark shall be placed on the electoral roll against the
number and name of the elector to indicate that a ballot paper
has been issued to him ;

(d) the ballot paper shall on its back be stamped with the official
mark ; 2+

(e) the number of the elector on the electoral roll shall be
marked in writing on the counterfoil by the Presiding Officer
who shall also stamp the counterfoil with the official mark
’G)

3[()‘) the elector shall put his signature or thumb impression on the
counterfoil of the ballot paper.]

(3) A ballot paper shall not be issued to a person who refuses to
receive the personal mark with indelible ink or if he already bears such a
mark or the remnants of such mark.

! Substituted by Act XXIII of 1994, s. 10, for the former clause (1).
% The word "and" was omitted by Ordinance No. XLIII of 1978.
3 The semicolon was substituted for the full-stop at the end of sub-clause (¢) and
thereafter sub-clause (f) was added, ibid.
Qv
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(4) If a contesting candidate or his election or polling agent alleges
that an elector to whom a ballot paper is about to be issued already has one
or more ballot papers in his possession, the Presiding Officer may require
the elector to satisfy him that be does not have any other ballot paper in his
possession and may also take such measures as he thinks fit. to ensure that
such elector does not insert more than one ballot paper in the ballot box.

(5) The elector, on receiving the ballot paper. shall-

l[(a) if so requested by any contesting candidate or an election
agent, [or po]lmv agent] show lhe official mark on the back
of the ballot paper to him ;

faa) forthwith proceed to the place reserved for marking the ballot
paper ;]

(b) put the prescribed mark on the ballot paper at any place
within the space containing the name and symbol of the
contesting candidate for whom he wishes to vote ; and

(c) after he has so marked. fold the ballot paper and insert it in
the ballot box.

(6) The elector shall vote without undue delay and shall leave the
polling station immediately after he has inserted his ballot paper in the
ballot box.

(7) Where and elector is blind or is otherwise so incapacitated that he
cannot vote without the assistance of a companion, the Presiding Ofticer
shall allow him such assistance and thereupon such elector may do with
such assistance anything which an elector is required or permitted to do
under this Order.

3[(8) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the
time being in force, the provisions of clause (1). (1A) and (1B) of this
Articles, as substituted for clause (1) thereof by section 10 of the
Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 1994 (3558 Tt ® =1t WIZH)
shall remain suspended until they are revived by the Commission on a date
to be specified by it, by notification in the official Gazette, in that behalf
and during the period of such suspension clause (1), for which such
substitution was made shall have effect as if no such substitution was ever
made by the said section 10.]

! Substituted by Ordinance No. XLIII of 1978, for sub-clause (a).
2 Inserted by RUIITA™ 7L 5, 2003, 5. 5.
? Inserted by Act XIII of 1996 (w. €. f. 25-4-1996).

19
www.pathagar.com



32. (1) If a person representing himself to be an elector applies for a
ballot paper when another person has already represented himself to be that
elector and has voted under the name or the persons so applying, he shall be
entitled, subject to the provisions of this Article to receive a ballot paper
(hereinafter referred to as “"tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as
any other elector.

{2) A tendered ballot paper shall, instead of being put into the ballot
box, be given to the Presiding Officer who shall endorse thereon the name
and number in the electoral roll of the person applying for it and place it in
a separate packet endorsed with the name of the candidate for whom such
person wishes to vote.

(3) The name of the person applying tor a ballot paper under clause
(1) and his number on the electoral roll shall be entered in a list (hereinafter
referred to as "the tendered votes list") to be prepared by the Presiding
Officer.

33. ({) If, at the time a person qpplies for a ballot paper for the
purpose of voting, a candidate or his '[election agent or] polling agent
declares to the Presiding Officer that he has reasonable cause to belive that
person has already voted at the election, at the same or another polling
station or is not the person against whose name entered in the electoral roll
he is seeking to vote, and undertakes to prove the charge in a court of law
and deposits with the Presiding Officer is cash such sum as may be
prescribed, the Presiding Officer may, after warning the person of the
consequences and obtaining his thumb impression and, if he is literate, also
his signature, on the counterfoil, issue a ballot paper (hereinafter referred to
as “challenged ballot paper”) to that person.

(2) If the Presiding Officer issues a ballot paper under clause (/) to
such person he shall enter the name and address of the person in a list to be
preapared by him (hereinafter referred to as "the challenged votes list") and
obtain thereon the thumb impression and, if he is literate, also the signature,
of that person.

(3) A ballot paper issued under clause (/) shall, after it has been
marked and folded by the elector, be placed in the same condition in a
separate packet bearing the label (“challenged ballot papers”) instead of
being placed in the ballot box.

34. (1) An elector who has inadvertently so spoilt his ballot paper that
it cannot be used as a valid ballot paper may, upon proving the fact of
inadvertence to the satisfaction of the Presiding Officer and returning the
ballot paper to him, obtain another ballot paper and cast his vote by such
other ballot paper.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall forthwith cancel the ballot paper
returned to him under clause (/), make a note to that effect on the
counterfoil over his own signature and sign the cancelled ballot paper. and
place it in a separate packet labelled "Spoilt Ballot Papers."

! Inserted by ST 72 3, 2009, §. DX !
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33. No person shall be given any ballot paper or be permitted to vote
after the hour fixed for the close of the poll except the persons who at that
hour are present within the building, room, tent or enclosure in which the
polling station is situated and have not voted but are waiting to vote.

36. (/) Immediately after the close of the poll. that is, as soon as the
last of such persons, if any, as are present and waiting to vote as mentioned
in Article 35, has voted, the Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of such
of the contesting candidates, election agents and polling agents as may be
present, proceed with the count of votes.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall give such of the contesting candidates,
election agents and polling agents as may be present, reasonable facility of
observing the count and give them such information with respect there to as
can be given consistently with the orderly conduct of the count and the
discharge of his duties in connection therewith.

(3) No person other than the Presiding Officer, the Polling Officer,
any other person on duty in connection with the poll, the contesting
candidates, ‘[election agents, polling agents and election observers shall be
allowed to remain] present at the count.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall-

(a) open the used ballot box or ballot boxes and count the entire
lot of ballot papers taken out therefrom ;

(b) open the packet labelled "challenged ballot papers” and
include the ballot papers therein the count ;

{c) count, in such manner as may be prescribed, the votes cast in
favour of each contesting candidate excluding from the count
the ballot papers which bear—

(i) no official mark ;

(if) any writing or any mark other than the ofticial mark
and the prescribed mark or to which a piece of paper or
any other object of any kind has been attached ;

(iii) no prescribed mark indicating the contesting candidate
for whom the elector has voted ; or

{iv) any mark from which it is not clear for whom the
elector has voted, provided that a ballot paper shall be
deemed to have been marked in favour of a candidate if
the whole or more than half of the area of the
prescribed mark appears clearly within the space
containing the name and symbol of that candidate ; and
where the prescribed mark is divided equally between
two such spaces. the ballot paper shall be deemed not
to show clearly for whom the elector has voted.

! Substituted by SLITA* [ 3, 00), 5. 3O(F), for “their election agent and polling
agents shall be".
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(5) The Presiding Officer may recount the votes—
(a) of his own motion if he considers it necessary ; or

{b) upon the request of a contesting candidate or an election
agent 'for polling agent] prescnbcd if in his opinion, the
request is not unreasonable.

(6) The valid ballot paper cast in favour of each contesting candidate
shall be put in separate packets and each such packet shall be sealed and
shall contain a certificate as to the number of ballot papers put in it and
shall also indicate the nature of the contents thereof, specifying the name
and symbol of the contesting candidate to whom the packet relates.

(7) The ballot papers excluded from the count shall be put in a
separate packet indicating thereon the total number of ballot papers
contained therein.

(8) The packets mentioned in clauses (6) and (7) shall be put in a
principal packet which shall be sealed by the Presiding Officer.

(9) The Presiding Officer shall, immediately after the count, prepare a

sta(ement of the count in such form as may be prescribed showing therein

', in both words and figures,] the number of valid votes polled by each
contesting candidate and the ballot paper excluded from the count.

(10) The Presiding Officer shall also prepare in the prescribed form a
ballot paper account showing separately—

(a) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him ;

() the number of ballot papers taken out of the ballot box or
boxes and counted ;

(c) the number of tenderd ballot papers ;

(d) the number of challenged ballot papers ;
(¢) the number of un-issued ballot papers ; and
(/H the number of spoilt ballot papers.

2{(J1) The Presiding Office shall, on application, give a certified
copy of the statement of the count and the ballot-paper account, showing the
number in both words and figures, to such of the candidates, their election
agents or polling agents as may be present, and obtain a receipt for such
copy, and if any such person refuses to give any receipt, the Presiding
Officer shall record that fact.]

! Inserted by ST 72 3, 3003, 5. S9() S (1) |
2 Substituted, ibid., s. ¥9(¥), for clause 11.
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(/2) The Presiding Officer shall seal in separate packets—

AY

(@} un-issued ballot papers ;

(b) spoilt ballot papers ;

(¢) tendered ballot papers ;

(d) challenged ballot papers :

(¢) the marked copies of the electoral rolls :
(f) counterfoils of used ballot papers ;

(g) the tendered votes list ;

ll(gg) ballot box issue forms showing the total number of ballot
boxes issued and used ;] ’

(f) the challenged votes list ; and
(i} such other papers as the Returning Officer may direct.

3[(13) The Presiding Officer shall obtain on each statement and
packet prepared under this Article the signature of such of the contesting
candidates or their election agents or polling agents as may be present, and
if any such person refuses to sign the Presiding Officer shall record that
tact.]

(14) A person entitled to sign a packet or statement under clause (13)
may. if he so desires. also atfix his seal to it.

(15) After the Close of the proceedings under the foregoing clause the
Presiding Officer shall, in compliance with such instructions as may be
given by the Commission in this behalf, cause the packets, the statement of
the count and the ballot paper account prepared by him to be sent to the
Relurnmo Officer together with such other records as the Commission may
direct [, ] ’land shall also send a copy of the statement of the count to the
Commission by post.]]

37. (1) The Returning Officer shall give the contesting candidates and
their election agents a notice in writing of the day. time and place for the
consolidation of the results and, in the presence of such of the contesting
candidates and election agents as may be present, consolidate in the
prescribed manner the results of the count furnished by the Presiding
Officer, including therein, the postal ballots received by-him before the time
aforesaid.

"Inserted by Act XX of 1994. 5. 11.
2 Substituted by WA 92 3, 00, 5. )\?(G), for clause (13).
¥ Substituted and inserted. ibid., s. 3S(%) 1
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(2) Before consolidating the results of the count, the Returning Ofticer
shall examine the ballot papers excluded from the count by the Presiding
Officer and, if he finds that any such ballot paper should not have been so
excluded, count it as a ballot paper cast in favour of the contesting
candidate for whom the vote has been cast thereby.

(3) The Returning Officer shall also count the ballot papers r2ceived
by him by post in such manner as may be prescribed and include the votes
cast in favour of each contesting candidate in the consolidated stateinent
except those which he may reject on any of the grounds mentioned in clause
(4) of Article 36.

(4) The ballot papers rejected by the Returning Officer under caluse
(3) shall be shown separately in the consolidated statement.

(5) The Returning Officer shall not recount the valid ballot papers in
respect of any polling station unless—

(a) the count by the Presiding Officer is challenged in writing
by a contesting -candidate or his election agent and the
Returning Officer is satisfied about the reasonableness of the
challenge ; or

(b) he is directed so to do by the Commission.

38. Where, After consolidation of the results or the count under
Article 37, it is found that there is equality of votes between two or more
contesting candidates and the addition of one vote for one such candidate
would entitle him to be declared elected, the Returning Officer shall
forthwith draw a lot in respect of such candidates and the candidate on
whom the lot falls shal! be deemed to have received the highest number of
votes entitling him to be declared elected. The lot shall be drawn in the
presence of such of the contesting candidates and their election agents as
may be present. The Returning Officer shall record the proceedings in
writing and obtain thereon the signature ot such candidates and election
agents as have been witness to the proceeding.

39. (/) The Returning Officer sha!l, atier obtaining the result of the
count under Ariicle 37 or of the drawal of the lot under Aiticle 38, declare
by public notice the coantesting candidate who has or s desmed to have
received the highest number of votes to be elected.

(2) The public notice shall contain the name of and the total number
of votes received by, each contesting candidate '{as a result of consolidation
under Article 37 or drawal of lot under Article 38].

! Inserted by ST AL 3, 200, 5. 38 |
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(3) The Rewrning Officer shall, immediately after publication of the
notice under clause (1), submit to the Commission a return of the election in
the prescribed form together with a copy of the consolidated statement.

(4) The Commission shall publish in the Official Gazette the name of
the returned candidate.

40. The Returning Officer Shall-

{a) immediately after preparing the consolidated statement and
the return of election result in the prescribed manner the
packets and statement opened by him for the purpose of
consohidation permitting such of the candidates and their
election agents, as may be present to sign the packets and
affix their seals to such packets if they so desire ; and

(b)Y supply duly attested cpoies of the consolidated statement and
the return of election to such of the candidates and their
election agents as may desire to have them.

41. (7) After the termination of the proceedings relating to an election
under Article 17 where the proceedings have been so terminated, or after
the declaration of the result of an election under Article 19, or Article 39,
the deposit made under Article 13 in respect of any candidate shall be
returned to the person making it or to his legal representative except the
deposit in tespect of a candidate who has received less than one-eighth of
the total number or votes cast at the election.

(2) A deposit which i1s not required to be returned under clause (1)
shall be forfeited to the Government.

42. (/) The Returning Officer shall retain on behalf of the
Commission—

(@) the packets containing the ballot papers each of which shall
be scaled with the seal of the Presiding Officer, or, if opened
by the Returning Officer, with the seal of the Returning

Ofticer :

(b) the packets containing the counterfoils of issused ballot
papers :

(c) the packers containing the marked copies of the electoral
roll ;

(d) the packets containing the ballot paper account ;

(e} the packets containing the tendered ballot papers, the
challenged ballot papers, the tendered votes list and the
challenged votes list ; and

{fi  such other papers as the Commission may direct.
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(2) The Returning Officer shall endorse on each packet retained under
clause (1) the description of its contents the date ol the election to which the
contents relate and the name and number of the constituency for which the
election was held.

(3) The documents contained in the packets mentioned in clause (1)
shall be retained for a period of one year, and thereafter the Commission
shall, unless otherwise dirccled by The High Court Divisior] cause them
to be destroyed.

43."The documents retained under Article 42, except the ballot papers.
shall be open to public inspection at such time and subject to such
conditions as may be prescribed, and the Returning Officer shall. upon an
application made in this behalf and on payment of such fee and subject o
such conditions as may be prescribed, furnish copies of. or extracts from.
those documents.

44. (1) [The High Court Division] may order the opening of packets
of counterfoils and certificates or the inspection of anv counted ballot
papers.

(2) An order under clause (/) may be made subject to such conditions
as to persons, time, place and mode of inspection, production of documents
and opening of packets as the {High Court Division] making the order may
think expedient :

Provided that in making and carrying into eftect an order for the
inspection of counted ballot papers, care shatl be taken that no vote shall be
disclosed until it has been held by the 2[High Court Division] to be invalid.

(3) Where an order is made under clause (/), the production by the
Returing Officer of any document in such manner as may be directed by the
order shall be conclusive evidence that the document retates 1o the election
specitied in the order, and any endorsement or any packet of ballot papers
so produced shall be prima facie evidence that the ballot papers are what the
endorsement states them to be.

(4) The production from proper eustody of a ballot paper purporting to
have been used at an election, and of a counterfoil having a number, shall
be prima facie evidence that the elector whose vote was given by that ballot
paper was the elector who had on the electoral roll the same number, as was
written on the counterfoil.

(5) Save as in this section provided, no person shall be allowed to
inspect any rejected or counted ballot paper in the possession of the
Returning Ofticer.

! Substituted by ST A2 Y, 1003, 5. 3¢, for "a Tribunal”.

2 Subslituted, ibid., s. . for “Tribunal".
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1{CAHPTER IHA-ELECTION EXPENSES

44A. In this Chapter.- "clection expenses” means any expenditure
incurred or payment made, whether by way of gift, loan, advance. deposit
or otherwise, for the arrangement, conduct or benefit of, or in connection
with. or incidental to, the election of a candidate, including the expenditure
on account of issuing circulars or publications or otherwise presenting to the
electors the candidate or his views, aims or objects. but does not include the
deposit made under Article 13.

*|54AA. (/) Every contesting candidate shall submit to the Returning
Officer, within seven days next following the withdrawal day, a statement,
in the prescribed form, of the probable sources of fund to meet his election
expenses showing—

(¢) the sum to be provided by him from his own income and the
sources of such income ;

{by the sum to be bomowed. or received as voluntary
conuribution, from his relations and the sources of their
income ;

(¢) the sum to be bonmowed. or received as voluntary
contribution, from any other person ;

() the sum to be received as voluntary contribution, from any
political party. organisation or association ;

(¢} the sum to be received from any other source.

Explanation—In this clause. "relations” mean spouse, parents, sons,
daughters, brothers and sisters.

(2) The statement under clause (1) shall be accompanied by a
stalcment in the prescribed form, of the contesting candidate's assets and
liabilities and his annual income and expenditure and, if he is an income-tax
assessce, a copy of the income-tax return last submitted by him.

(3) A copy of the statement submitted under clause (1) together with a
copy of the statement and the return mentioned in clause (2), shall be sent
by the contesting candidate to the Commission by registered post at the time
of their submission to the Returning Officer.

! Chapter 1A was inserted by Ordinance No. 1V of 1985.

* Article 44AA was inserted by Act X of 1991.s. 2 (w.e.f 6-1-1991)
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(4) If the contesting candidate receives any sum from any source other
than any of the sources mentioned in kis statement submitted under clause
(1), he shall, within three days after receipt of such sum, submir a
supplementary statement to the Returning Officer showing the sum so
received and the source from which it is received, and a copy of such
statement shall be sent by him to the Commission by regisiered post at the
time of its submission to the Returning Officer.]

44B. (J) No person shall, except to the extent provided in clause {2)
make any payment whatsoever towards the election expenses of a candidate
except to the election agent of such candidate :

"(2) No person other than the election agent of a contesting candidate
shall incur any election expenses of such candidate :

Provided that—

(P s * % %

(if) any person may, if so authorised by the election agent in
writing specifying a maximum amount, to the extent of such
amount, make payment for stationery, postage, telegram and
other petty expenses.

$[(3) The election expenses of a contesting candidate, including the
expenditure incurred for him by the political party which has nominated
him as its candidate, shall not exceed taka five lakh.]

(3A) The amount of the money mentioned in clause (3) or any portion
thereof shall not be utilised for—

(@) printing of a poster with more than one colour ; or

Y(aa) printing of a poster of a size bigger than the size prescribed
of specified by the Commission ; or]

(b) use of any imported paper for printing of poster or leaflets :
or

5[(0) erection of any gate, arch or barricade ; or}

(d) setting up a pandal covering an area of more than four
hundred square feet ; or

" Sub-clause (i) was omitted by SIKITTA™ 2 3, 200), 5. 34(F) |
2 Subsiitut.cd by Act X of 1991, 5. 3(b), for the former clause (3).
Substituted by ST AL 3, Y003, 5. 34(¥), for clause (3).
Inserted, ibid

5 Substituted, ibid., for sub-clause (c).
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(e)

(g)

()

(hh)
@)

21(ii)

»

making any banner by using any cloth ; or

employing or using more than three mlcrophones or
loudspeakers at a time in a constituency : or

commencing election publicity in any manner at any time
three weeks prior to the date fixed for the poll ; or

setting up more than one election camp or office in any union
or in any ward of a municipality or city, of more than one
central election camp or office in any constituency ; or;

entertainment of electors in any manner ; or]

using any vehicle or vessel such as, truck, bus, car, taxi,
motor cycle and speed-boat, for taking out any procession ;
or

hiring or using any vehicle or vessel of any kind for
conveying electors to or from any polling station ; or] '

illumination by use to electricity in any form ; or

(k)using symbol or portrait of candidate with more than one colour

0

3[(m)

; OF

display of a symbol exceeding the size r-oposed by the
COMMISSi .

writing in ink or paint or in any mannzr whatsoever as means
of advertisement for propogating election campaing.]

4[(3B) Any money utilized in violation of any provision of clause
(3A) shall be deemed to be election expenses incurred by the contesting
candidate concerned in excess of the amount mentioned in clause (3) and
shall be deemed to be a contravention of Article 44B.]

{(4) Any candidate incurring personal expenditure and any person
making any paymeat under clause (2) shall, within >[seven days] of the
declaration of the result of the election, send to the election agent a
statement of such expenditure of particulars of such payment.

1 Substituted by S&ITIR™ 2 3, 2003, 5. 39 (1)(©), sub-clause (h).

? laserted, ibid.

* Added by Act XXIlI of 19945, 12,
4 Inscried by SYIITAA W2 >, 3003, 5. 34 (T).

% Substituted hy Actx of 1991, 3{c), for “{curicen davs™ {w. e. . 6-1-1991).
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(5) An election agent shall, by a bill stating the particulars and by a
receipt vouch for every payment made in respect of clection Expenses
except when the amount is less that Taka '[one hundred].

2[44BB. Every election agent or, where there is no such agent, the
contesting candidate shall—

(@

&

open a separate account with a scheduled bank for tihe
purpose of making pavment of the election expense. other
than personal expenditure, that may be incurred in pursuance
of provisions of Article 44B ;

Make from that account all pavments towards the soid
election expense other than personal expenditure. |

44C. (/) Every election agent of a contesting candidate shall, within
3 fifteen days} after the publication of the name of the returned candidate
under Article 19, or Article 39, submit to the Returning Otficer a return of
election expenses in the prescribed form containing—

(@

3[(a)

(b)
()
(d)

Ol(e)

A statement of all payment made by him *each day] together
with all the bill and receipts ;

a statement certified by the scheduled bank rzferred to in
clause (a) of Article 44BB showing the amount deposited in
and withdrawn from the account opened under that clause :]

a statement of the amount of personal expenditure. if any.
incurred by the contesting candidate ;

a statement of all disputed claims of which the clection agent
is aware ;
a stalement of all unpaid claims. if any, of which the election

agent is aware ;

a statement of all sums received from any sources. together
with evidence of such receipts. for the purpose of election
expenses, specifyirg the name of every such source.)

! Substituted by Act X of 1991, s. 3(d). for "five hundred™ (w.c.f. 6-1-1991).
2Iuserted by Act XTI of 1996 (w.c.I. 23-4-1996).

} Substituted by Act X of 1991, 5. 4, for "sixty five days™ (w.e.f 6-1-1991).
* Inserted, ibid.

3Inserted by Act Xill of 1996 (w.e.f. 24-4-1996).

6 Substituted by Act X of 1991; for the formar sub-clause (e).
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(2) The return submitted under clause () shall be accompanied by an
affidavit sworn severally by the contesting candidate and his election agent
or, where a contesting candidate is his own election agent, only by such
candidate.

1{(3) A copy of the return submitted under clause (/), together with a
copy of the affidavit mentioned in clause (2), shall be sent by the election
agent to the Commission by registered post at the time of their submission
to the Returning Officer.)

2[44CC. (1) Every political party setting up any candidate for election
shall maintain proper account of all its income and expenditure for the
period from the date of publication of notification under clause (1) of
Article 11 till the completion of elections in all the constituencies in which it
has set up candidates and such account shall show clearly the amount
received by it as donation above taka one thousand from any candidate or
any person seeking nomination or from any other person or source giving
their names and addresses and the amount received from each of them and
the mode of receipt.

(2) The funds of every such political party shall be deposited and
maintained in any scheduled bank.

(3) No such political party shall expend during the aforesaid period
for election purposes, including election expenses for the contesting
candidates set up by it, an amount exceeding—

(a) where the number of such candidates is more then two
hundred, taka one hundred and fifty lakh,

(b) where the number of such candidates is more then one
hundred but not more than two hundred, taka one hundred
lakh,

(c) where the number of such candidates is not more than one
hundred taka seventy five lakh.

(4) No such political party shall receive any donation amounting to
more than taka one thousand unless it is made by cheque.

(5) If any political party contravenes any provision of this Article, it
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to taka ten lakh.

! Clause (3) was added by Act X of 1991 (w. e. f. 6-1-1991).

2 Inserted by YRR |2 3, R00), 5. db |
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44CCC. (1) Every political party nominating any candidate for
election shall submit to the Returning Officers concerned, for their scrutiny,
within sixty days of the completion of election in all constituencies, an
expenditure statement giving details of the expenses incurred or authorised
by it in connection with the election of its candidates for the period from the
date of publication of the notiftcation under clause (1) of Article 1l till the
completion of elections in all the constituencies in which it has set up
candidates.

(2) The expenditure mentioned in clause (1) shall include, to be
shown separately, expenditure incurred on general propagation of the
manifesto, policy, aims and objects of the party and expenditure incurred or
authorized in connection with the election of each of its contesting
candiates.

(3) Every political party shall funish to the Commission a separate
statement, certified to be correct and complete by the secretary to the party,
showing the opening balance of the party funds on the date of publication of
the notification under clause (1) of Article 1l, the closing belance of the
funds on the date of completion of election in all constituencies and the
total amount received by the party, as donation or otherwise, during the
period between the said two dates.

(4) The Returning Officer shall forward the expenditure statements
received by him under clause (1) to the Commission together with the result
of the scrutiny made by him in respect thereof.]

44D. (1) '[The statement, return and documents submitted under
articles 44AA and 44c}] shall be kept by the Returning Officer in his office
or at such other convenient place as he may think fit and shall, during one
year from the date of their receipt by him, be open to inspection by any
person on payment of the prescribed fee.

(2) The Returning Officer shall, on an application made in this behalf
and payment of the prescribed fee, give any person copies of 2[any
statement, return or document kept under clause (/) or of any part thereof.]

! Substituted by Act X of 1991, 5. §, for "The retumn and document submitted ander
Article 44C" (w.e.f. 6-1-1991).

2 Substituted, ibid., for "any retumn” (w.e.f. 6-1-1991).
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[CHAPTER IIIB—ADMINISTRATION AND
CONDUCT DURING ELECTION PERIOD

44E. (1) During the period after the publication of a notification under
Article 11 and the expiration of fifteen days after the declaration of the
result of the election by the Returning officer under Article 39, no-

(a) Judicial officer below the District Judge ;
(b) Deputy Commissioner ;
(¢) Superintendent of Police ; or

(d) Officer subordinate to any of them serving in the district
concerned, shall be transferred to any place without prior
consultation with the Commission.

(2) A Deputy Commissioner or Superintendent of Police or any officer
subordinate to any of them shall be transferred cutside the district if the
Commission requests in writing that such transfer is necessary in the interest
of fair election.

(3) No person whose name appears in a panel prepared under Article 9
shall be transferred outside the district without the prior approval of the
Rerurning Officer till the polls are taken.

(4) All persons mentined in clause (/) shall render all such assistance
and help as may be required by the Returning Officer for the purposes of the
election. ]

2y % * * * * *

CHAPTER V-ELECTION DISPUTES

3 [(49) (1) No election shall be called in question except by an election
petition presented by a candidate for that election in accordance with the
provisions of this Chapter.

(2) An election petition shall be presented to the High Court Division
within such time as may be prescribed.

(3) An election petition shall be accompanied by as many copies
thereof as there are respondents mentioned in the petition and every such
copy shall be attested by the petitioner under his own 51gnalure to be a true
copy of the petition.

(4) At the time of presenting an election petition, the petitioner shall
deposit in the High Court Division in accordance with the rules of the High
Court Division a sum of Taka two thousand as security for the costs of the
petition. ]

! Chapter 111B was inserted by Act XXIH of 1994, s. 13.
2 Chapter IV was omitted by Ordinance No. L of 1978.
3 Substituted by U 2 3, 2009, s. O, for Article 49.
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50. The petitioner shall join as respondents to his election petition—
(a) all contesting candidates ; and
(b) any other candidate against whom any allegation, if any, of
any corrupt or illigal practice is made '[.]

% * * * *

Explanation.—In this Article and in the following provisions of this
Chapter, “corrupt or illegal practice” means a "corrupt practice" or an
"illegal practice” within the meaning of Chapter V1,

51. (1) Every election petition shall contain—

(a) a precise statement of the material facts on which the
petitioner relies ;

{b) full particulars of any corrupt or illegal practice or other
illegal act alleged to have been committed, including as
full a statement as possible of the names of the parties
alleged to have committed such corrupt or illegal Practice
or illegal act and the date and place of the commission of
such practice or act ; and

(c) the relief claimed by the petitioner.

(2) A petitioner may claim as relief any of the following
declarations, namely-

(a) that the election of the returned candidate is void ;

(b) that the election of the returned candidate is void and that
the petitioner or some other person has been duly elected ;
or

(c) that the election as a whole is void.

(3) Every election petition and every schedule or annex to that
petition shall be signed by the petitioner and verified in the manner laid
down in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 for the verfication of pleadings.

25 * * * *

! Substituted for coma at the end and the words "and shall serve personally or by resisterd
post on each such respondent a copy of his pitition." were omitted by IR AR—), W0,
S.R0 |

% Articles 52, 53, 54, 55 '8 56 were omitied, ibid.
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57. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Order and the rules, every
election petition shall be tried, as nearly as may be, in accordance with the
procedure for the trial of suits under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 :

Provided that the l[High Court Division] may—

(@) made a memorandum of the substance of the evidence of
each witness as his examination proceeds unless it considers
that there is special reason for taking down the evidence of
any witness in full ; and

(b) refuse to examine a witness if it considers that his evidence is
not material or that he has been called on a frivolous ground
for the purpose of delaying the proceedings.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Order the Evicence Act, 1872,
shall apply for the trial of an election petition.

(3) The l[High Court Division] may, at any time, upon such terms and
on payment of such fee as it may direct, allow a petition to be amended in
such manner as may, in its opinion, be necessary for ensuring a fair and
effective trial and for determining the real questions at issue, so however
that no new ground of challenge to the election is permitted to be raised.

(4) At any time during the trial of an election petition, the '[High
Court Division] may call upon the petitioner to deposit such further sum by
way of security, in addition to the sum deposited under Article 49, as it may
think fit.

2[(5) The 1[High Court Division] shall not adjourn the trial of an
election petition for any parpose unless such adjournment is, in its opinion,
necessary in the interest of justice.

(6) The 1[I-Iigh Court Division] shall try an election petition as
expeditiously as possible and shall endeavour to conclude the trial within
six months from the date on which the election petition is “[presented] to it
for trial 4[.]

4y * * * *]

58. The l[High Court Divisioin] Shall dismiss an election petition, if-

(@) the provisions of [Article 49 or] Article 50 or Article 51
have not been complied with : or

(b) the petitioner fails to make the further deposit required under
clause (4) of Article 57.

6% * * * *

! Substituted by T 72 3, 00, s. A(F), for "Tribunal”.
% Added by Act XVI of 1981,

3 Substituted by ST 12 3, 003, 5. W(J), for "referred”.
4 Substituted and the priviso was omitted, ibid.

3 Inserted, ibid.

6 Article 59 was omitted, ibid., s. 8 |
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60. (/) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any
other law for the time being in force, no document shall be inadmissible in
evidence at the trial of an election petition only on the ground that it is not
duly stamped of registered.

(2) No witness shall be excused from answering any question as to
any matter in issue, or relevant to a matter in issue, in the trial of and
election petition upon the ground that the answer to such question may
incriminate or tend to incriminate him or that it may expose or tend to
expose him to penalty or forfeiture but no witness shall be required or
permitted to state for whom he has voted at an election.

(3) A winess who answers truly all questions which he is required to
gswer shall be entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity from the
{High Coufl Division} and answer given by him to a question put by or
before the “[High Court Division] shall not, except in the case of any
criminal proceeding for perjury in respect of his evidence, be admissible in
evidence against him in any civil or criminal proceedings.

(4) A certificate of indemnity granted to any witness under clause (3)
may be pleaded by him in any court and shall be a full and complete
defence to or upon any charge under Chapter IXA of the Penal Code or
under this Order, arising out of the matter to which such certificate relates,
but it shall not be deemed to relieve him from any disqualification in
connection with an election imposed by any law for the time being in force.

(5) The reasonable expenses incurred by any person in attending to
give evidence may be allowed to him by the '[High Court Division] and
shall, unless the "[High Court Division] otherwise directs, be deemed to be
part of the costs.

61. (1) Where in an election petition a declaration is claimed that a
candidate other than the returned candidate has been duly elected, the
returned candidate or any other party may produce evidence to prove that
the election of such other candidate would have been declared void had he
been the returned candidate and had a petition been presented calling his
election in question :

Provided that the returned candidate or such other party as aforesaid
shall not be entitled to give such evidence unless he has, within the fourteen
days next following the commencement of the trial, given notice to the

[ngh Court D1v1slon] of his intention so to do and has also deposited the
security referred to in Article 49.

(2) Every notice referred to in clause (1) shall be accompanied by a
statement of the case, and all the provisions relating to the contents,
verification, trial and procedure of an election petition, or to the security
deposit in respect of and election petition shall apply to such a statement as
if it were an election petition.

! Substituted by SILITA™ A2 5, 2009, s. 3¢, for "Tribunal™.
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62. (1) The l[I-[igh Court Division] may upon the conclusion of the
trial of an election petition, make order—

(@)
)

©

(d)
(2) Save

dismissing the petition ;

declaning the election of the returned candidate to be
void ;

declaring the election of the returned candidate to be void
and the petitioner or any other contesting cnadidate to
have been duly elected ; or

declaring the election as a whole to be void.

as provided in clause (3), the decision of a 2[High Court

Division] on an election petition shall be final.

33) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the High Court Division
may within thirty days of the announcement of the decision appeal to the

Appellate Div

ision and the decision of the Appellate Division on such

appeal shall be final.]

63. (1) The l[l{igh Court Division] shall declare the election of the
returned candidate to be void if it is satisfied that—

(@)
(b)

()

(d)

(e

the nomination of the returned candidate was invalid ; or

the returned candidate was not, on the nomination day,
qualified for, or was disqualified from, being elected as a
member ; or

the election of the returned candidate has been procured or
induced by any corrupt or illegal practice ; or

a corrupt or illegal practice has been committed by the
returned candidate or his election agent or by any other
person with the connivance of the candidate or his election
agent ; or

The returned candidate has spent more money than what is
allowed under Article 44B (3).]

! Substituted by ST 72, 3, R009, 5. *Q, for "Tribunal”,

2 Substituted, ibid., for “a Tribunal".

3 Substituted, ibid., for clause (3).

4 Added by

Act XXIII of 1994, s. 15.
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(2) The election of a returned candidate shall not be declared void on
the ground—

(a) that any corrupt, or lllegal practice has been committed if the
[ngh Court Division] is satisfied that it was not committed
by, or with consent or convenience of that Candidate or his
election agent and that the Candidate and the election agent

took all reasonable precaution to prevent its commission ; or

(b) that any of the other contesting candidates was, on the
nomination day not qualified for, or was disqualified from,
being elected as a member.

64. The l[High Court Division] shall declare the election of the
returned candidate to be void and the petitioner or any other contesting
candidate to have been duly e]ected if it is so claimed by the petitioner or
any of the respondents and the [ngh Court Division] is satisfied that the
petitioner or such other contesting candidate was entiled to be declared
elected.

65. The l[High Court Division] shall deciare the election as a whole
to be void if it is satisfied that the result of the election has been materially
affected by reason of—

(a) the failure of any person to comply with the provisions of this
order and the rules ; or

{b) the prevalence of extensive corrupt or illegal practice at the
election.

66. (1) Where, after the conclusion of the trial, it appears that there is
an equality of votes between two or more contesting candidates, and the
addition of one vote for one such candidate would entitle him to be declared
elected, the [ngh Court Division] shall so inform the Commnssnon In the
event that no appeal is filed against the decision of the ![High Court
Division], the Commissicn shall, after expiry of the period specified for the
filing of and appeal, direct a fresh poll to be taken is respect of the said
candidates, and fix a date for such poll, but otherwise, the Commission shall
awau the result of the appeal and shall act as above only if the decision of
the '[Hi gh Court Division] is upheld in appeal on all points.

(2) All the provisions of this order relating to polling, counting of
votes, preparation of ballot paper account, declaration of result and
preservation and inspection of document shall apply to the fresh poll as at
an election held under the provisions of this Order.

! Substituted by SHIITH™ 72 3, 003, s. W, for "Tribunal®.
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1[67. (1) The High Court Division shall, as soon as possible after the
conclusion of the trial of an election petition, intimate the substance of its
decision to the Commission and shall, as soon as may be, send to the
Commission as authenticated copy of its order.

(2) As soon as may be after the receipt of any order made by the High
Court Division under Article 62, the Commission shall publish it in the
official Gazette.

(3) An order made by the High Court Division under Article 62 shall
take effect on the date on which it is made.]

68. 2[(J) An election petition may be withdrawn by leave of the High
Court Division.]

(2) Where leave is granted by the 3[I—ligh Count Division], the
petitioner shall be order to pay the costs incurred by the respondents to the
election petition or such portion thereof as the *[High Court Division] may
direct.

69. (/) An election petition shall abate on the death of a sole
petitioner or of the sole survivor of several petitioners.

4[(2) Where an election petition abates under clause (1), notice of the
abatement shall be given by the High Court Division to the Commission.]

70. If before the conclusion of the trial of an election petition, a
respondent dies or gives notice in the prescribed form that he does not
intend to contest the petition, and no respondent remain to contest the
petmon the [ngh Court Division] shall, without any further hearing, or
after giving such persons as it may think fit an opportunity of being heard,
decide the case ex parte.

71. Where, at any sta fe of the trial of an election petition no petition
makes an appearance, the °[High Court Division] may dismiss the petition
for default, and made such order as to costs as it may think fit.

72. (1) The 3[High Court Division] shall, when making an order under
Article 62, also make an order determining in its discretion the costs and
specifying the persons by and to whom such costs are to be paid.

! Substituted by SIFITHH 92 3, 1003, 5. Ay, for Article 67.
? Substituted, ibid.,for clause (1).

? Substituted, ibid., for “Tribunal”.

4 Substituted, ibid., for Clause (2).
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(2) H, in any order as to costs under clause (/), there is a direction for
the payment of costs by any party to any person, such costs shall, if they
have not already been paid, by payable in full, and shall upon application in
writing in that behalf made to the ![High Court Division] within six months
of the order by the person to whom costs have been awarded, be paid, as far
as possible, out of the security for costs deposited by such party.

(3) Where no costs have been awarded against a party who has
deposited security for costs, or where no application for payment of costs
has been made within the aforesaid six months, or where a resedue remains
after costs have been paid out of the security, such security or the residue
theeof, as the case may be, shall, upon application in writing there for by
the person who made the deposit or by his legal representative, be returned
by the '[High Court Division] to the person making the application.

(4) Any order for costs may be enforced upon application in writing
made to the principal civil court of original jurisdiction of the district in
which the person from whom the costs are to be recovered resides or owns
property, or of the district in which the constituency, or any part of the
constituency, to which the disputed election relates, is situated as if such
order were a decree passed by that court :

Provided that no proceeding shall be brought under this clause except
in respect of costs which have not been recovered by an application under
clause (2).

CHAPTER VI-OFFENCES, PENALTY AND PROCEDURE

73. A person is guilty of corrupt practice punishable with 2[rigorous
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall not be
less than two years, and also with fine] if he—

3% * * * * *

4((2) has met any election expenses from any source other than
sources specified by the contesting candidate in the statement or the
supplimentary statement submitted under Article 44AA ;

(2A) Contravenes the provisions of Article 44B ;

(2B) is guilty of bribery, personation or undue influence ;)

! Substituted by SGITA™ 72 3, 2009, 5. 99 (), for "Commission”.

2 Substituted by Act X of 1991, s. 7. for “imprisonment for a {crm which may extend
to two years, or with fine which may extend to Taka one thousand or with both" (w. e. f
6-1-1991).

3 Clause (1) was omitted by Ordinance No. L of 1978.
“Substituted for the former clauses (2) and (2A) by Act X of 1991.5. 7 (10 e. £ 6-1-1991).
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(3) makes or publishes a false statement—

(a) concerning the personal character of a candidate or any of his
relations calculated to adversely affect the election of such
candidate or for the purpose of promoting or procuring the
election of another candidate unless he proves that he had
reasonable grounds for believing and did believe, the
statement to be true ;

(b) relating to the symbo! of a candidate, or not such symbol has
been allocated to such candidate ; or

(¢) regarding the withdrawal of a candidate.

(4) calls upon or persuades any person to vote, or to retrain from
voting for any candidate on the ground that he belongs to a particular

TC:]glOH. community, race, caste, sect or tribe ;

{5) Knowingly, in order to support or oppose a candidate, lets, lends,
employs, hires. borrows or uses any vehicle or vessel for the purpose of
conveying to or from the polling station anyv elector except himself and
members of his immedate family ; or

(6) causes or attempts to cause any person present and waiting to vote
at the polling station to depart without voting,.

74. A person is guilty of illegal practice '[punishable with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall not be
less than two years, and also with fine] if he—

2% % * * % *
3[(2) fails to comply with the provisions of article “[44AA or} 44C ;
(2A) obtains or procures, or attempt to obtain or procure, the

assistance of any person in the service of Bangladesh to further or hinder the
election of a candidate ;]

! Substituted by Act X of 199]. s. 8. for "punishable whith finr which may extend to
Taka five hundred” (w- ¢. £ 6-1-1991).

2 Clause (1) was omitted by Ordinance No. L of 1978.
3 Substituted by Ordinance No. 1V of 1985, for Clause (2).

* The figures, letters and word "44AA or* were inserted by Act X of 1991.s. 8 (w. ¢. f. 6-
1-1991).
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(3) votes or applies for a ballot paper for voting at an election
knowing that he is not qualified for, or is disqualified from, voting ;

{(4) votes or applies for a ballot paper for voting more than once in the
same polling station ;

(5) votes or applies for a ballot paper for voting in more than one
polling station for the same election ;

(6) removes a ballot paper from a polling station during the poll ; or

(7) Knowingly induces or procures any person to do any of the
aforesaid acts.

75. A person is guilty of bribery, if he. directly or indirectly, by
himself or by any other person on his behalf,—-

(1) receivss or agrees to receiver or contracts for any gratification for
voiing or refraining :rom voting, or for being or reiraining from being a
candidate at, or for withdrawing from an election ;

(2) gives, offers or promises any gratification to any person—

(3) (a) for the purpose of inducing—

(i) a person to be, or to refrain from being, a candidate
at an election ;

(i) an elector to vote, or refrain from voting, at an
election ; or

(iii)  a candidate to withdraw an election ; or
(&) for the purpose of rewarding—

(i) a person for having been, or for having refrained
from being, a candidate at an election ;

(ii)) an elector for having voted or refrained from voting
at an election ; or

(iii) a candidate for having withdrawn from an election.
Explanation.—In this article, "gratification” includes a gratification in
money or estimable in money and all forms of entertainment or

employment.

Y00

www.pathagar.com



76. A person is guilty of personation, if he votes or applics for a ballot
paper for voting, as some other person whether that other person in living or
dead or fictitious.

77. A person is guilty of undue influence, if he.~

(H

2)

3

in order to induce or compel any person to vote or refrain
from voting, or to offer himself as a candidate, or to
withdraw his candidature, at an election, directly or indirectly
by himself or by any other person on his behalf,—

(a) makes or threatens to make use of any force, violence
of restraint ;

(b) inflicts or threatens to inflict any injury, damage, harm
or
loss ;

(¢) Calls down or threaters to call down divine displeasurs
or the displeasure of any Saint or Pir ;

(d) gives or threatens to give any religious sentence ;: or

(e) uses any official influence or governmental patronage ;
or

on account of any person having voted or refrained from
voting or having offered himself as a candidate, or having
withdrawn his candidature does any of the acts specified in
sub-clause (1) ;

by abduction duress or any fraudulent device or
contrivance,—

(@) impedes or prevents the free exercise of the franchies
by an elector ; or

() Compels, induces or prevails upon any elector to vote
or refrain in from voting,

Explanation-In this article “harm” includes social ostracism or
excommunication or expulsion from any caste or community.

78. (1) No person shall convene, hold or attend any public meeting,
and no person shall promote or join in any procession within the area of any
constituency during a period of forty-eight hour ending at midnight
following the conclusion of the poll for any election in that constituency.
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l[(1A) During the time mentioned in Article 78 (1) no person shall-
(a) resort to an act of violence or unruly behaviour,

(b) hold threats or imtimidate voters or persons connected with
election activities or duties,

(¢c) show or use any arms or force.]

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of clause (1) shall be
punishable with [ngorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to
seven years and shall not be less thar two years, and also with fine].

79. A person is guilty of an offence *[punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three years and shall nat be less than six
months, and also with fine}, if he, within a radius of four hundred yards of
the poliing station, on the polling day—

(I) car.asses fer votes ;
{2) solicuts the vote of any elector ;

{3) persuades any elector not to vote at the election or for a
particular candidate ; or

(4) exhibits, except with the permission of the Returning Officer
and at a place reserve for the candidate or his election agent
beyond the radius of one hundred yards of the polling station,
any notice, sign, banner of flag designed to encourage the
electors to vote, or discourage the electores from voting, for
any contesting candidate.

80. A person is guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to 4[three years and shall not be less than six
months and also with fine], if he, on the polling day—

(/) uses, in such manner as to be audible within the polling
station, any gramophone, magaphone, loudspeaker of other
apparatus for reproducing or amplitying sounds ;

! Clause (1A) was inserted by Act XX1l1 of 1994 5. 16.

2 Substitued by Act X of 1991, s. 9, for " rigorous imprisorument which may extend to
six months or with fine which may extend to Taka one thousand or with both” (w. e. f. 6-1-
1991).

3 Substituted, ibid., s. 10, for "punishable with fine which may extend to Taka two
hundred and fifty" (w. e. £ 6-1-199]).

4 Substituted, ibib., s. V1. for “threc months or with fine which may extend to Taka two

hundred and fifty, or with both” (w. e. £ 6-1-1991).
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(2) persistently shouts in such manner as to be audible within the
polling station ;

(3) does any act which—

(@) disturbs or causes annoyance to any elector visiting a
polling staion for the purpose of voting ; or

(b) interferes with the performance of the duty of a
Presiding Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer, Polling
Officer or any other person performing any duty at a
polling station ; or

(4) abets the doing of any of the aforesaid acts.

81. (1) except as provided in clause (2) a person is guilty of an offence
punishable with '[rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to
ten years and shall not be less than three years, and aiso with fine], if he-

(a) intentionally defaces or destroys any nomination paper, ballot
paper or official mark on a ballot paper ;

(b) intentionally takes out to the polling station any ballot paper
or puts into any ballot box any ballot paper other than the
ballot paper he is authorised by law to put in ;

(c) without due authority,—
(i) supplies any ballot paper to any person ;

(ii) destroys, takes, opens or otherwise interferes with any
ballot box or packet of ballot papers in use for the
purpose of election ; or

(iiiy breaks any seal affixed in accordance with the
provisions of this Order ;

(d) forges any ballot paper or official mark ;

{e) causes any delay or interruption in the beginning, conduct or
completion of the procedure rea’uired to be immediately
carried out on the close of the poll *[;)

() in the furtherance of the prospect of the election of a
contesting candidate or to subvert election, captures, or abets,
or connives at, the capturing of, a polling station or polling
booth—

(i) and compels the polling authorities to surrender the
ballot papers, ballot boxes or other polling materials
and documents and do any other acts affecting the
orderly conduct of election or counting of votes or
preparation of documents relating to election ; or

'Substituted by Act X of 1991, s. 12, for "imprisonment for a tferm which may extend
to six months or with fine which may extend to Taka five hundred, or with both” (w. e. £
6-1-1991).

2 Semicolon was substituted for the full-stop at the end and thereafter sub-clause (f) was
added by YFITH™ 912-), 200, 5. ©8 |
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(ii) drives out any candidate or his election agent or polling
agent from the polling station and compels the polling
authorities to proceed with the election work in their
absence ; or

(ifi) drive out polling authorities, setzes the ballot papers,
ballot boxes, polling materials and documents and use
them fraudulently in such manner as he likes ; or

(iv) allows only his supporters or supporters of his
candidate or the candidate of his political party to vote
and prevents others from voting.]

(2) A Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officer, Presiding
Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer, or any other officer or clerk on duty in
connection with the election. who is guilty of an offence under clause (/)
shall be punishable with ![rigorous imprisonment for a term which may
extend to ten years and shall not be less than three years, and also with
fine].

82. A person is guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to % five years and shall not be less than one year,
and also with fine], if he=

(1) interferes or attempts to interfere with an elector when he
records his votes ;

(2) in any manner obtains or attempts to obtain in a polling
station information as to the candidate for whom an elector is
about to vote or has voted ; or

(3) communicates at any time any information obtained in a
polling staion as to the candidate for whom an elector is
about to vote or has voted.

83. A Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officer, Presiding
Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer, or Polling Officer, or any candidte,
election agent or polling agent attending a polling station or any person
attending at the counting of votes is guilty of an offence punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to 2[five years and shall not be
less than one year and also with fine] if he—

(I) fails to maintain or aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting ;

(2) Communicates, except for any purpose authorised by any
law, to any person before the poll is closed any information
as to the official mark ; or

! Substituted by Act X of 1991, for “imprisonment for a term which may extend to two
years, or with fine which may extend to Taka one thounand, or with both” (w. e. f 6-1-1991).

% Substituted, ibid., s. 13. for "six mouths, or with fine which may extend to Taka five
hundred, or with both" (w. e. £ 6-1-1991).
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(3) communicates any information obtained at the counting of
votes as to the candidate for whom any vote is given by any
particular ballot paper.

84. A Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officer, Presiding
Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer, Polling Officer or any other ofticer or
clerk performing any duty in connection with an election, or any member of
a police force. 1s guilty of An offence punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may ectend to "[five years and shall not be less than one year,
and also with fine], if he, in the conduct or management of an election or
maintenance of order at a polling station,—

(/) persuades any person to give his vote ;
(2) dissuades any person from giving, his vote ;
(3) influences in any manner the voting of any person ; or

(4) does any other act calculated to influence the result of the
election.

85. A Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officer, Presiding
Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer. Polling Officer or any other person
employed by any such officer in connection with his official duties imzoosed
by or under this Order, is guilty of an offence punishable <[with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which
may extend to Taka five thousand, or with both], if he wilfully and without
reasonable cause, commits breach of any such official duty by act or
omission.

86. A person in the service of Bangladesh is guilty of an offence
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to "[five years
and shall not be less than one year, and also with fine], if he, misuses his
official position in a manner calculated to influence the result of the
election.

3[87. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), or in any other law for the time being in
force, a member of any law enforcing agency performing any duty in
connection with an election—

(a) shall have, even if he is not a police officer, the same powers
as a police officer has under the said Code for arrest without
warrant any person, other than a person performing any duty
in connection with an election, who commits an offence
under Article 73(2B), (5) And (6). Article 74(2A), (3), (4),
(5) and (6), Article 78, Article 79, Article 80, Article 81(1),
and Article 82, or for the maintenance of peace, law and
order, in the polling station or within a radius of four hundred
yards of the polling station, on the polling day, as if he were
a police officer ;

! Substituted Aet X of 1991, s. 15. for "six months, or with finc which may extend lo
Taka five hundred, or with both" (w. e. £ 6-1-1991).

2 Substituted ibid,. s. 16. for "with fine which may extend to Taka five hundred” (w. e. f
6-1-1991).

3 Substituted by FLIITTA 72 3, 300), 5. &, for Article 87.
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(b)

©

(d)

(e)

()

shall arrest without warrant any person who commits an
offence under any of the Articles mentioned in clause (a), if
the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer so directs ;

may arrest without warrant any person, who being removed
from the polling station by the Presiding Officer under
Article 30, commits any oftence in the polling station ;

may remove any notice, sign, banner or flag used in
cotravention of Article 79 ;

seize any instrument or apparatus used in contravention of
Article 80 ; and

may take such steps, including use of force, as may be
reasonably necessary for the exercise of his powers and
performance of his duties under this Article.]

'187A. (1) Any police officer, or any other member of a law enforcing
agency performing any duty in connection with an election, shall remove or
cause to be removed, or direct the removal of. whenever or wherever he
comes to know about it or it comes to his notice, any—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

O

multi-coloured poster or portrait of a candidate or the poster
or symbol of a candidate which is bigger than the size
prescribed or specified by the Commission ;

gate, arch or barricade erected for a candidate ;

pandal of a candidate covering an area of more then four
hundred square feet ;

banner of a candidate made of cloth ;

micro-phone or loudspeaker used by a candidate in excess of
three in number in a constituency at any given time ;

election camp or office of a candidate in excess of one in a
union, or in a ward of a municipality or city or in excess of
one central camp or office in a constituency ;

illumination as part of election campaign of a candidate by
use of electricity in any form ; and

writing in ink or paint or in any other manner whatsoever as a
means of advertisement for a candidate in any wall, building,
pillar, bridge, vehicle or vessel, or in any other place or
object not belonging to the candidate or not meant for such
advertisement.

U lnserted by STRITAT 8 3, 003, 5. 9Y |
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(2) If a police officer or any other member of a law cnforcing
agency fails or neglects to take action under clause (1), without any
reasonable cause, he shall be deemed to be guilty of inefficiency or
misconduct and his appointing authority shall, on being requested to do so
by the Commission or the Returning Officer. take appropriate disciplinary
action against him and inform the Commission or the Returning Officer, as
the case may be, about the action so taken. and shall note the action in the
relevant service record.

(3) A Returning Officer or an Assistant Returning Officer may
direct any police officer, or any other member of a law enforcing agency
performing any duty in connection with an election, to remove, within such
time as he may specify, any matter, thing or article which is liable to be
removed under clause (1), and such police officer or member of the law
enforcing agency shall take prompt action in accordance with such direction
and report compliance to the Returning Ofticer and the Assistant Returing
Officer ; and if such police officer or member of the law enforcing agency
fails, refuses or neglects to comply, without any reasonable cause, he shall
be deemed to be guilty of inefficiency or misconduct and the provision of
clause (2} shall apply in this respect.

(4) A Returing Officer or an Assistant Returning Officer may give a
direction to a candidate or his election agent to remove immediately any
matter, thing or article which is liable to be removed under clause (1), and
the candidate or his election agent shall act in accordance with such
direction, and report compliance to the Returning Officer and the Assistant
Returning Officer ; and if he fails or refuses or neglects to comply, without
any resonable cause, he shall be deemed to be guilty of corrupt practice
under Article 73.

(5) Any matter, thing or article removed by any police officer or
any other member of a law enforcing agency shall be deemed to have been
seized from the possession of the candidate, and shall, if not destroyed in
course of such removal, be kept in the custody of the nearest police station
and shall be destroyed or forfeited to the state, if no election petition is
pending, after the expirty of a period of six months from the date of such
custody.

(6) A police officer or any other member of a law enforcing agency
may take, or cause to be taken, such steps or measures, including use of
force, as may be necessary for performing any function or exercising any
power under this Article.

() Any action taken under this Article shall be promptly
communicated to the Commission, and also to the Returning Officer and the
Assistant Returning Officer.

(8) Any action taken under this Article shall be in addition to, and
not in derogation of any other action or punishment that may be taken or
imposed under any other provision of this Order.
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(9)  An action under this Article may be taken at anytime during the
period from the date of the notification under clause (1) of Article 11 till the
close of the poll in the entire constituency concernd (both days inclusive).]

1y * * % * ®

89. (1) No court shall take congnizance of an offence under clause (2)
of Article 81. Article 83, Article 84, Article 85 or Article 86, except upon a
complaint in writing made by order of, or under authority from, the
Commission.

(2) The Commission shall, if it has reason to believe that any offence
specified in clause (1) has been committed, cause such enquiries to be made
or prosecution to be instituted as it may think fit.

?[89A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), any person for the time being performing any
duty in connection with an election, excluding any member of a law
enforcing agency, may, if authorised by the Commission, by general or
special order, in this behalf-

(a) exercise the powers of a Magistrate of the ficst class under
the said Code in respect of the oftences punishable under
Article 73 for persontation, Article 78, Article 79, Article 80,
Article 81 (1) and Article 82 ; and

(b) take cognizance of any such offence under any of the clauses
of sub-section (1) of section 190 of the said Code,

and shall try any such offence in a summary manner in accordance with the
provisions of the said Code relating to summary trials.]

90. No prosecution for an offence under Article 73 or Article 74 shall
be commenced except—

(a) within six months of the commission of the offence ; or

(b) if the election at which the offence was commited is subject
to an election petition and a 3[High Court Division] has made
an order in respect of such offence, within three months of
the date of such order.

' Article 88 was omitted by Act X of 1991, 5. 19. (w. e. f. 6-1-1991).
2 Inserted by SITA T2 5, 1003, 5. 99 |

3 Substituted, ibid., for "Tribunal”, s, O |
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'[CHAPTER VIA—Registration of Political Parties with the
Commission.

90A. (1) Any political party intending to avail itself of the privileges
provided for a registered political party in this Order and the rules may
make an application, on payment of such fee as may be prescribed, to the
Commission for its registration as such.

(2) An application of a political party under clause (1) shall be
signed by its president and secretary, or by persons holding equivalent status
in the party, in pursuance of a resolution of its governing body, by whatever
name called, and submitted to the Secretary to the Commission personally
or sent to him by registered post.

(3) An application under clause (1) shall contain the following
particulars, namely :—

(a) the name of the political party and its abbreviation
or short name, if any ;

(b) the address of its Head Office, name of point of
contact, telephone and fax number ;

(¢) the names of its office-bearers ;

(d) the total number of its members on the date of
application ;

(e) the names of its affiliated or associated bodies, if
any, and the address of the head oftice of each of
them ;

() the number of members in Parliament, if any,
elected on its nomination ;

(g) the number of members in the past two Parliaments,
if any, elected on its nomination ;

(h) the total votes cast in favour of all its candidates in
each of the past two Parliamentary elections ;

(i) the names and numbers of its local units at different
levels, if any.

{(4) An application shall be accompanied by a copy of the
constitution of the political party, by whatever name called, and such
constitution shall contain a specific provision to the effect that the party
shall bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh and it shall uphold the sovereignty, unity and
integrity of Bangladesh.

! Inserted by SIITH 712 5, 300, 5. 9% |
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(5) The Commission may call for such other particulars or further
information from the applicant as it may deem necessary for the proper
consideration of the application and the applicant shall furnish them within
the time specified by the Commission.

(6) After considering the application and giving the applicant a
reasonable opportunity of being heard, the Commission may either register
the applicant as a political party for the purposes of this Order and the rules
or reject the application, and the decision of the Commission shall be final
and shall be communicated to the applicant as soon as possible.

(7} A registered political party shall keep the Commission informed
about any change in its name, address or office-bearers or in any other
material particular.

(8) The registration of a political party shall stand cancelled on its
dissolution or amalgamation with any other political party.

90B. A registered political party shall be entitled to—

(a) one of the prescribed symbols for all the candidates set up by
it in any election under this Order according to the preference
indicated by it and the symbol so allotted shall be kept
reserved for it, unless it indicates its preference for any other
prescribed symbol available ;

(b) one set of electoral rolls at half of cost ;

(c) broadcasting and telecasting facilities in the state-owned
media during the general election to Parliament according to
the principles and guidelines prescribed by the Commission ;

(d) be consulted by the Commission in respect of any matter
relating to the general election to Parliament. particularly
problems of and measures for holding elections fairly,
peacefully and in accordance with this Order and the rules.]

CHAPTER VII-MISCELLANEOUS

I91.2* *  *_Save as otherwise provided, the Commission
may-

(a) Stop the polls at any polling station at any stage of the
election if it is convinced that it shall not be able to ensure
the conduct of the election justly, fairly and in accordance
with " law due to malpractices, including coercion,
intimidation and pressures, prevailing at the election ;

(b) review an order passed by an officer under this Order or the
rules, including rejection or acceptance of a ballot paper ;
and

! Articles 91 and 91 A were substituted for the former Anticle 91 by Act XX1II of 1994, s,
17.

2 The words, comma and full-stop "Commission to ensure fair election, etc.” were
omitted by HITTA™ 42 5, R00), 5. 80 |
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(c) issue such instructions and exercise such powers, and make
such consequential orders as may, in its opinion, be necessary
for ensuring that an election of any polling station is
conducted impartially, justly and fairly, and in accordance
with the provisions of this Order and the rules.

91A. (/) I+ x % The Commission shall establish a Committee to
ensure the prevention and control of pre-poll irregularities, to be khown as
the Electoral Enquiry Committee, hereinafter referred to as “the
Committee”.

2 ¥+ % The Committee shall consist of such number of
persons as may be detemined by the Commission from amongst the Judicial
Officers.

3 l#+ % % The Committee shall, on the basis of information
received by it, or complaints made to it, or on its own initiative, inquire into
any matter or situation which in its view may constitute and offence under
this order, or *[any pre-poll irregularity including any situation or matter
which, in its opinion, may involve), by any person whosoever, as act or
omission constituting intimidation, obstruction, coercion, or the publication
of false information, or any other act or omission intended to or actually
resulting in the obstruction of frustration of the preparation for, or the
conduct of, free and fair election in accordance with this order and the rules.

4) '* * * In performing its functions under this order, and
subject to the direction of the Commission, the Comittee may conduct any
inquiry as it deems necessary before the election is over.

(5) '* * * The Committee, in conduction such inquiry, shall
have the right to :

(a) require, in writing, any person to appear before it and give
evidence under oath or affirmation to it ; and

(b) require, in writing, any person to produce any documents or
objects under his controll to it.

"The marginal headings of elauscs (1), (2). (3). (4), (5) @ (6) werc omitted by YA [
Y, 00, 5. 83(F) |

2 Inserted by Act XIII of 1996 (w. c. f. 25-4-96).
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(6) LEP” *
After conducting an inquiry, the Committee shall—

{a) inform the Commission within three days of the inquiry and
may make a recommendation which may include :

(i) proposals for any order, directive or instruction to be
made by the Commission o any person responsible for
any act, to stop such act forthwith, or in the case of any
omission, to perform any act specified, including, if
necessary, the appropriated correction of any false
informaion :

PROVIDED THAT in the event of non-compliance, if
any of the above order, instructions as the case may be,
the Commission may impose fine not exceeding
U

“[twenty thousand taka].]

3[(7) The Commission shall. for the purpose of clause (1), specify the
acts and omissions which shall be deemed to be pre-poll irregularities and
shall publish them in the official Gazette or in such other manner as it
deems fit.

(8) Any proceeding before the Committee shall be deemed to be a
Judicial proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and 228 of the Penal
Code (Act XLV of 1860).

{9) The committee shall have the powers of a civil court, while trying
a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908), in respect
of enforcing the attendance of any person and examining him on oath or
affirmation and compelling the production of documents and material
objects.]

4[91B. (/) The Commission may, for the purpose of ensuring free
and fair election, formulate a Code of Conduct not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Order.

(2) Violation of any provision of the Code of conduct shall be
deemed to be a pre-poll irregularity within the meaning of article 91A.]

! Omitied by ST 72, 3, 2009, 5. 83 |
2 Substituated, ibid.,for “Tk. 5000/,
* Added by Act X111 of 1996 (w. ¢. f. 25-4-96).

*Inserted, ibid.
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'(91C. (1) The Commission may permit in writing any person,
whether national or foreign, as an election observer who is in no way
associated with, or affiliated to, any political party or contesting candidate
and who is not known for his sympathy, direct or indirect, for any particular
political ideology, creed or cause or for any manifesto, program, aims or
object of any political party or contesting candidate.

(2) An election observer may, in accordance with the guidelines
issued by the Commission, observe any poll by staying near about any
polling station or entering into, with the permission of the Presiding Officer,
any polling booth or polling station or by being present at the counting of
votes or consolidation of the results of the count.

(3) No election observer shall be allowed to observe the poll as
aforesaid, unless he displays the permit of the Commission bearing his
name, nationality and photograph attested by the Commission.

(4) An election observer may be asked by any Returning Officer or
Presiding Officer to leave any constituency or polling station, if he is found
indulging in any activities not befitting any neutral election observer or
interfering with the polling process or with the work of the election
authorities in any manner:

{5) Any action taken under clause (4) shall be reported to the
Commission forthwith.

(6) An election observer may submit a report to the Commission or
the Returning Officer on his observation about the fairness or otherwise of
the poll, discipline and situation inside and outside the polling station,
counting of votes, consolidation of the results of the count, compliance with
the provisions of this Order or the rules or the Code of Conduct, or on any
other matter relating to election.

! Inserted by S4ITOT <12 3, 200), 5.8 |
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(7) Notwithstanding any thing contained in this Order the
Commission or the Returning Officer, as the case may be, may consider the
report of an election observer along with any other report submitted or sent
to it or him under this Order at the time of taking any decision under any
provision of this Order in respect of any matter on which the report of the

observer has any bearing.

91D. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Order, if, from
the facts apparent on the face of the record or from report, oral or written,
from any source, and after such enquiry, or causing such enquiry, as it may
deem necessary, in which the contesting candidates concerned shall be
given a reasonable opportunity of being heard, the Commission is satisfied
that a contesting candidate or his election agent or any other person at his
behest or on his behalf with his connivance, is or has been resorting to grave
or gross illegality or violation of any provision of this Order or of the rules
or the Code of Conduct and he is liable to be disqualified from being
elected as a member, because of such illegality or violation, the
Commission may, by order in writing, debar such contesting candidate from
contesting the election with immediate effect, and thereupon his nomination
shall stand cancelled and the election in the constituency concerned shall be

confined to the other contesting candidates, excluding him.

(2) Any order made under clause (1) shall be communicated to the
contesting candidate concerned or his election agent by hand or by fax, e-
mail, or courier service, or in such other manner as in feasible in the
circumstances of the case, and shall also be notified in the official Gazette
and in such other manner as the Commission may deem fit, and shall be
communicated immediately to the Returning Officer, Presiding Officer and
other contesting candidates and to the political party which has nominated

such candidate.

238
www.pathagar.com



91E (1) The Commission, while making an enquiry under any
provision of this Order, shall have, for the purposes of such enquiry, all the
powers of a civil court trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
(Act V of 1908), in respect of the following matters, namely:-

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person

and examining him on oath.

(b) requiring the discovery and production of any document

or other material object producible as evidence ;
(c) receiving evidence on affidavit ;

(d) requisitioning any public record or any copy thereof from

any court or office ;

(e) issuing commission for examination of witness or

documents.

(2) Any proceeding before the Commission shall be deemed to be a
judicial proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and 228 of the Penal
Code (XLV of 1860).

(3) The Commission shall be deemed to be a civil court within the
meaning of sections 476, 480 and 482 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898 (Act V of 1898).

(49) The Commission shall have the power to regulate its own
procedure.

(5) Any person holding an enquiry under any provision of this
Order under the authority or direction of the Commission shall have the

same powers as are vested in the Commission under this Article.]
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92. No court shall question the legality of any action taken in good
faith by or under the authority of, the Commission. a Returning Officer,
Presiding Officer or an Assistant Presiding Officer or any decision given by
any of them or by any other ofticer or authority appointed under this Order
or the rules.

93. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against the
Commission or any officer or other person in respect of anything which is in
good faith done or intended 10 be done under or in pursuance of this Ordes
or of any rule or order made or any direction given thereunder.

(93A. The Government may provide the contesting candidates or the
political parties which have nominated them as candidates with such
facilities as it deems fit for the purpose of ensuring a fair election.]

2[93B. (1) The Commission shall have the same power as the High
Court Division has to punish any person for its contempt as if it were the
High Court Division.

(2) No appeal shall lie from any decision of the Commission under
clause (1), but the Commission may, either suo motu or on application by
the aggrieved person, review any such decision.]

3[94. The Commission may, by notification in the official Gazatte,
make rules for corrying out the purpose of this Order. ]

95. The following laws are hereby repealed—

(/) The National and Provincial Assemblies (Election)
Ordinance, 1970 (XIII of 1970).

(2) The Legal Frame Work Order 1970 (P.0. No. 2 of 1970).

U Article 93A was inserted by Ordinance No. L1I of 1978.
Zinserted by TG 72 3, 00), 5. 89 |
3Substituted, ibid., for Article 94, s. 88 |
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THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS RULES, 1972
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[Published in the Bangladesh Gazette, Extraordinary, Part 1,
dated the 27th December, 1972.]

PART 1.-Orders and Notifications by the Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, thec High Court, Government Treasury, etc.

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(Law Division)

NOTIFICATION
No. 3F-30/72/1050-CE-27th December, 1972-In exercise of the
powers conferred by Article 194 of the Representation of the People Order,
1972, the Government, in consultation with the Election Commission, is
pleased to make the following Rules, namely :-

THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS RULES, 1972

1. Short title and commencement.—(!} These Rules may be called
the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1972.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.—In these Rules unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context,—

(@) "Article" means an Article of the Order ;

(b) "Form" means a form appended to these rules and includes a
translation thereof into any language ;

() "Order" means the Representation of the People Order,
1972 ; and

(d) "Publish” with its grammatical vanations, includes exhibition
at a place accessible to the public.

3. Nomination paper.—A nomination paper by which a proposal is
made under Article 12 shall be in Form L.

! Substituted vide corrigendum No. 2R-2/78/152-PA.
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4. Security deposits for nomination.—( /) The Returning Officer l[or
the Assistant Returning Officer] shall maintain a register in Form 1I in
which he shall enter the particulars of every cash deposit made to him under
Article 13.

(2) Receipt of a cash deposit by the Returning Officer l[or the
Assistant Returning Officer] shall be acknowledged in From III and the
amounts shall be deposited by him at a Government Treasury or Sub-
Treasury.

(3) The head of account for the purpose of deposit at a branch of the
Bangladesh Bank Lr any other Bank or at a Government Treasury or Sub-
Treasury shall be “[v/s0¢d/oo0o/-r849).

(4) The return of deposit which is required to be refunded under
clause (/) of Article 41 shall be authorised under the seal and signature of
the Returning Officer.

5. Appeal against rejection of nomination by the Returning
Officer.—(7) An appeal under clause (5) of article 14 may be filed by the
candidate himself or by a person authorised in writing by the candidate in
this behalf within three days next following the date of the *rejection of the
nomination.

(2) The appeal shall be addressed to the Commission and may be filed
with the Secretary, Election Commission.

(3) An appeal shall be in the form of a memorandum which shall state
the date of rejection of the nomination and the grounds of appeal and shall
be accompanied by a certified copy of the order rejecting the nomination.

(4) The memorandum of appeal shall be submitted in quintuplicate.

(5) An appeal shall be disposed of either summarily or in such manner
as the Commission may consider necessary.

(6) If the appeal is allowed, the name of the appellants shall, by order
of the Commission, be entered by the Returning Officer in the list of validly
nominated candidates.

6. List of validly nominated candidates.—(/) The list of validly
nominated candidates prepared under Article 15 shall be drawn up in Form
IV soon after the Scrutiny.

! Inserted vide S. R. O. 88-L/86.
2 Substituted vide <. WA, 8, AL338-WZA/2000 T2-30-30-3006 |
* Substituted vide Notification No. S. R. 0. 326-L/78.

30
www.pathagar.com



(2) The Returning Officer shall publish a copy of the list of validly
nominated candidates at some conspicuous place in his office.

(3) In the case of acceptance of an appeal filed under clause (5) of
Article 14, the Returning Officer shall revise the list of validly nominated
candidates in accordance with the decision of the Commission and shall
publish the list so revised at some conspicuous place in his office.

(4) A copy of the list referred to in sub-rule (1) and also a copy of the
list as revised, if any. under sub-rule (3) shall be furnished to the Election
Commission.

7. List of contesting candidates.—(/) The list of contesting candidates
prepared under clause (4) of Article 16 shall be drawn up in Form V.,

(2) The names on the list shall be entered in the alphabetical order, as
determined in accordance with the Bengali Language. indicating against the
name of each contesting candidate the symbol allocated to him.

(3) The Returning Officer shall, on the day next following the
withdrawal day, publish the list of contesting candidates at some
conspicuous place in his office and tumish a copy thercof to the Election
Commission and also to each of the contesting candidates or his election
agent.

8. Declaration of results after scrutiny.-The result of an
uncontested election shall not be declared under clause (1) of Article 19
unless the Returning Officer has ascertained in writing from the
Commission that no appeal has been filed against the rejection of any
nomination paper or that if any appeal has been filed no nomination rejected
by the Returning Officer has been accepted on such appeal.

9. Symbols.—-][(l) A contesting candidate may. subject to the
provisions of this rule, be allocated under clause (1) of Article 20 any one of
the following symbols, namely : -

1. Aeroplane 10. Bamboo Baskct 19. Bow & Arrow
2. Almirah 11. Banyan Trce 20. Bucket

3. Anchor 12. Battery 21. Bullock Cart
4. Apple [3. Bench 22. Brick

5. Axe 14. Bel 23. Building

6. Badminton racket 15. Betel (paan) 24. Bus

7. Baitha 16. Bicycle 25. Butterfly

8. Baiyam 17. Boat 26. Cage

9. Baloon 18. Book 27. Camel

! Substituted vide €3, R, 8, qLIS-T2F/200), B2 0-b-200) |
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57.
58.
59.

. Camecra
. Candle

Car

. Cart (Thelagari)
. Carum board

. Cauli-flower

. Chair

. Chess board

. Clock

. Cock

. Coconut

Conchshel

. Cow
. Cup and Saucer
. Criket-bat

. Crocodile

Dalim
Datc Tree

Deer

. Dhenki

Duck
Ektara
Electric Bulb

. Electric Fan
. Elephant

Fan (hat Pakha)
Fez Cap

. Fish

Flaming Torch
(Mashal)

Flask
Football
Gamchha

Garland of
Flowers

6l.
62.
63.

65.

67.
68.
69.
70.
7L
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.

81.
82.
83.
84.
. Matchbox
86.
87.
88,
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
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Guitar
Hammer
Hand (Panja)
Helicopter
Hook
Hookkah
Horse

Hut

Inkpot with pen
Jack Fruit
Jhumjhumi
Kamranga
Kettle

Key

Khat

Kite

Kula

Ladder

Lamp (Pradip)

Lantern
(Hurricane)

Lion
Lobster
Lock
Mango

Mathal

Mike

Minar

Moon

Mora
Motor-Cycle
Mug

Mula

Onion

T

95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
103.
102.
103.

105.
106.
107.
108.
109.

110.
111,
112.
113.

Orange
Palki
Pants
Parrot
Papaya
Pcacock
Pigeon
Pineapple
Pinri
Pitcher
Plate
Plough
Power Tiller
Rabbit

Radio
(Transistor)

Railway Engine
Rickshaw
Ring

Rising Sun

. Rocket

Rose

Row of bananas

. Saw

. Scales

. Sewing Machine
. Shcaf of Paddy
. Shii Pata

Shirt

. Sickle

. Spade

. Spectacles

. Spining Wheel

(Charka)



127. Spoon 135. Telephone 143. Tumbler

128. Suar 136. Television 144. Turban

129. Siork 137, Tiffin Carrier 145. Type writer
130. Suitcase 138. Tiger 146. Umbrella
131. Sword 139. Top 147. Walking Stick
132. Tabla 140. Truck 148. Whecl

133. Table 141. Tub 149. Whistle

134. Table Clock 142, Tubewell 150. Wnist Watch.}

l[(2) In case the symbols specified in sub-rule (1) are found to be
insufficient to meet the requirement, the Commission may allocate such
other symbols as it may consider necessary to a contesting candidate.]

2[(3) The Commission shall, on an application made by a registered
political party, reserve any of the symbols specified in sub-rule (1) for that
party according to its preference :

Provided that, if any symbol preferrred by the said party is not
available or cannot be reserved for that party for any reason, the
Commission shall reserve any other symbol available according to the next
preference of that party :

Provided further that, if serveral registered political parties have
applied for the reservation of the same symbol, the Commission shall, after
giving all the applicants a reasonable opportunity of being heard, reserve
the symbol for such one of them as it deems fit.

(4) A symbol reserved for a registered political party shall be
allocated by the Retuming Officer to all the candidates nominated by that
party in any election under the Order.]

10. Form of ballot paper.—(/) Every ballot paper shall be in Form VI
and every postal ballot paper in Form VIL.

(2) Every ballot paper shall contain the number and name of the
constituency to which the ballot paper relates.

(3) The names of the contesting candidates shall be arranged on the
ballot paper in the same order as shown on the list of contesting candidates
prepared under rule 7.

! Substituted vide S. R. O. 98-L/86 dt. 1-4-86.
% Inserted vide W7, WX, G, A2-330—HZA/00), I 30-b-200) |
3 Inserted, ibid.
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11. Issue of postal ballot papers.—(/) The Returning Officer shall, as
soon as practicable, send a postal ballot paper by post to each elector who is
entitled to vote by postal ballot under Article 27 and who has applied in
accordance with clause (2) of that Article and shall at the same time—

(@) enter on the counterfoil of the ballot paper the name of the
elector to whom the ballot paper is sent and his serial number
on the electoral roll together with the name of the electoral
area ; and

(b) take necessary steps to ensure that the elector is not allowed
to vote at a polling station.

(2) Along with the ballot paper. the Returning Officer shall send to the
elector—

(a) adeclaration in Form VIII ;

(b) acoverinFormIX;

(c) alarge cover addressed to himself in Form X ; and

(d) instructions for the guidance of the elector in Form XI.

(3) Every officer under whose care or through whom a postal ballot
paper is sent shall ensure that the same is delivered to the addressee without
delay.

(4) After the ballot papers have been issued to all the electors entitled
to vote by postal ballot, the Returning Officer shall seal up in a packet the
counterfoils of all such ballot papers and record on the packet a brief
description of its contents, the name of the constituency and the date on
which he seals it.

12. Recording of votes on postal ballot paper.—(/) An elector who
has received a postal ballot paper and desired to vote shall record his vote
on the ballot paper by putting a cross mark with a pen or pencil within the
space containing the name and symbol of the contesting candidate for
whom he wishes to vote.
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(2) In recording the vote, such an elector shall, after complying with
the instructions contained in Form XI sent to him under clause (d) of sub-
rule (2) of rule II, put the ballot paper in the cover in Form IX.

(3) The elector shall sign the declaration in Form VIII in the presence
of a Gazetted Officer or a Commissioned Officer to whom he is personally
known or to whose satisfaction he has been identified and he shall have his
signature attested by such Officer.

13. Assistance to illiterate or infirm electors casting vote by postal
ballot.—(1) If an electors is illiterate or is unable through physical infirmity
to record his vote on a postal ballot paper and sign the declaration in Form
VIII, he shall be entitled to have his vote recorded and his declaration
signed by any Gazetted Officer or Commissioned Officer.

(2) Any such elector may take the ballot paper together with the
declaration and the covers received by him to any Gazetted Officer or
Commissioned Officer and request such officer to record his vote and sign
his declaration on his behalf.

(3) Such Gazetted Officer or Commissioned Officer shall thereupon
mark the ballot paper in accordance with the wishes of the elector in his
presence and sign the declaration on behalf of the elector and complete the
appropriate certificate contained in form VIII.

14. Re-issue of postal ballot paper.—(/) When a postal ballot paper
and other papers sent under rule 11 are for any reason returned undelivered,
the Returning Officer may re-issue them by post or deliver them or cause
them to be delivered to the elector personally on a request being made by
him.

(2) If any elector has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper or any
of the other papers sent to him under rule 11 in such a manner that they
cannot conveniently be used, another ballot paper and such other papers
shall be issued to him after he has returned the said papers and satisfied the
Returning Officer of the in advertence.

(3) The Returning Officer shall cancel the papers so returned and keep
them in a separate packet and also note the serial numbers of all such
cancelled ballot papers on the packet.
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15. Return of pestal ballot paper.—(/) After an election has recorded
his vote and made his declaration under rule 12 or has his vote recorded and
his declaration signed under rule 13. he shall return the ballot paper and his
declaration to the Returning Officer in accordance with the instructions
communicated to him in Form XI.

(2) If any cover containing a postal ballot paper is received by the
Returning Officer after the expiry of the time fixed under clause (1) of
Article 37, he shall note thereon the date and time of its receipt and shall
keep all such covers together in a separate packet.

1[15A. Record of ballot boxes.-The record for delivery of the ballot
boxes to the polling officers under sub-clause (aa) of clause (4) of Article 28
and the record showing ballot boxes issued and used referred to in sub-
clause (gg) of clause {12) of Article 36, shall be maintained in Form XIA.]

16. Manner of marking the ballot paper.—(/) The mark to be put
under sub-clause (b) of clause (5) of Article 31 on the ballot paper, at any
place within the space containing the name and symbol of the contesting
candidate for whom the elector wishes to vole, shall be a mark containing
squares on a rubber-stamp provided for the purpose by the Presiding Officer
at the polling station and no other mark.

(2) No other marking aid or rubber-stamp except the rubber-stamp
supplied for the purpose by the Presiding Officer under sub-rule (/} shall be
used by the elector for marking his ballot paper.

17. Manner of marking ballot paper if elector is incapacitated.—/)
If an elector is totally blind or is physically otherwise so incapacitated as to
require the help of a companion, the Presiding Officer may allow him to be
accompanied by a companion of not less than twenty-one years of age ; and
in case the disability is such that the elector cannot mark the ballot paper
himself the person accompanying the elector may mark the ballot paper as
indicated by the elector :

Provided that the person allowed to accompany the elector shall not
himself be a candidate or an agent of a candidate.

(2) If the ballot paper is to be marked by the companion, the Presiding
Officer shall make it clear to him that he must mark the batlot paper for the
candidate of the Elector's choice and that he must maintain the secrecy of
voting by not divulging to anyone of the elector's choice of candidate.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall maintain a list of electors on whose
behalf the ballot papers have been marked by their companions.

! Inserted vide S. R. O. No. 130-L/95, dated 23-7-1995.
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18. Manner of inserting a ballot paper.—After the ballot paper has
been marked by the elector or by the person allowed to mark a ballot paper
under rule 17, the election or such person shall fold the ballot paper in the
screened off compartment so as to conceal his vote and insert it in the ballot
box within the view of the Presiding Ofticer.

19. Tendered votes.—(/) The tendered votes list referred to in clause
(3) of Article 32 shall be in Form XII.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall, before issuing a ballot paper to a
person referred to in clause (1) of Article 32, obtain his signature or thumb
impression on the form referred to in sub-rule (1).

20. Challenged votes.—(/)} Every candidate or his polling agent
making a challenge under Article 33 shall deposit a sum of two takas in
cash with the Presiding Officer for each such challenge.

(2) The challenged votes list referred to in clause (2) of article 33
shall be in Form XIII.

(3) The Presiding Officer shall. soon after the close of the poll,
hand over against proper receipt such sum as has been deposited with
him under sub-rule (1) to the returning Officer, who shall deposit the same
with the Government Treasury Sub-Treasury against the head of account
1{3/6%03/0003/2593).

21. Stray ballot papers.—If any ballot paper which has been issued to
an elector has not been inserted by him into the ballot box but is found
anywhere else in or near the polling station it shall be cancelled and
accounted for as “Spoilt Ballot Paper”.

22. Count on close of poll.-The Presiding Officer shall, after taking
out the ballot papers from the used ballot box or ballot boxes,-

{a) separate the ballot papers which are unambiguously marked
in favour of a contesting candidate from those which bear—

(!) no official mark ; or

! Substituted vide ¥ SI@ 8 7W2-358-H27/2000, TR-30-30-3000 |
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)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(iiy any writing or any mark other than the official mark
and the prescribed mark made with the rubber-stamp
supplied for the purpose or to which a piece of paper or
any other object of any kind has been attached ; or

(iii) no prescribed mark indicating the contesting candidate
for whom the elector has vote ; or

(v} any mark form which it is not clear for whom the
elector has voted, provided that a ballot paper shall be
deemed to have been marked in favour of a candidate if
the whole or more than hualf of the area of the
prescribed mark appears clearly within the space
containing the name and symbol of that candidate ; and
where the prescribed mark is divided equally between
two such spaces, the ballot paper shall be deemed not
to show clearly for whom the elector has voted ;

count separately in respect of each contesting candidate in the
alphabetical order of their names as appearing on the ballot
paper the ballot papers which are unambiguously marked in
favour of that candidate and put each lot in a separate packet
bearing the name and symbol of the contesting candidate to
which it relates ;

count and put in a separate packet the ballot papers mentioned
in sub-clause (i) to (iv) of clause (a) ;

open the packet labelled "challenged ballot papers "and count
the ballot papers unambiguously marked in favour of each
candidate, excluding from the count the ballot papers suffering
from any of the defects mentioned in sub-clauses (i) to (iv) of
clause (a) ;

after the challenged ballot papers have been so counted, the
Presiding Officer shall put all such ballot papers or were taken
out of the packet labelled "challenged ballot papers” into a
separate packet ;
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() place in each packed a certificate stating the number of ballot
papers put therein and sign and seal each packet ;

1[(g) obtain on each packet the signatures of such of the contesting
candidates or their election agents or polling agents, as may be
present, and if any one of them refuses to sign, record that fact ;]

(n) enclose all such packets in a principal packet with a certificate
specifying the number of packets enclosed in the principal
packet.

23. Statement of the count by the Presiding Officer.—The statement
of the count under clause (9) of Article 36 shall be prepared in Form XIV.

24. Ballot paper account by the Presiding Officer.—The ballot paper
a -+ referred to in clause (10) of Article 36 shall be prepared in Form

Consolidation of results.—(/) The Returning Officer shall
ate in Form XVI the results of the count furnished by the Presiding
Otuccrs.

(2) Before consolidating the results, the Returning Officer shall open
the packet containing the ballot papers excluded from the count by the
Presiding officer as also the packet containing the challenged ballot papers
and scrutinise each such ballot paper was excluded from the count by the
Presiding Officer.

(3) If the Returning Officer finds that any ballot paper excluded from
the count the Presiding Officer should not have been so excluded, he shall
count it as a valid ballot paper cast in favour of the contesting candidate for
whom it was cast :

Provided that in so doing the Returning Officer shall not mix up the
ballot papers taken out from the packet labelled "challenged ballot papers”
but shall keep the entire lot of challenged ballot papers in a separate packet.

'Substituted vide 93 A @ A2-IAO-T27/00), BIR-20-b-3003 |
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(4) The Returning Offi.. shall reject a ballot paper hereinafter
referred to as “rejected ballo -~~per” recording thereon the fact of such
rejection if it suffers from any of the defects mentioned in clause (4) of
Article 36.

(5) If any contesting candidate or election agent objects to the
rejection of a ballot paper the Returning Officer shall add to his
endorsement the wards "rejection objected to".

(6) In consolidating the results of the count, the Returming Officer
shall record number of valid ballot papers cast in favour of each contesting
candidate as shown by the Presiding Officer in the statement of the count
unless the figures thereof have undergone a change as a result of recount
under clause (5) of Article 37, in which case he shall record the figures as
arrived at after the recount.

(7) Before recording the number of valid votes in the consolidated
statement against the name of each contesting candidate, the number of
ballot papers, if any, which were weated by him as valid but had been
excluded from the count by the Presiding Officer shall be taken into account
including those treated as valid from the challenged votes.

(8) The ballot papers rejected by the Returning Officer under sub-rule
(4) shall be shown separately in the consolidated statement.

(9) The consolidated statement shall be so completed that the figures
in respect of one poling station are completed before the incorporation of
the figures in respect of the other.

(10) The Returning Officer shall deal with the postal ballot papers in
the following manner :—

(i) no cover in Form X containing a postal ballot paper received
by the Returning Officer after the expiry of the time fixed in
that behalf shall be opened and no vote contained in any such
ballot paper shall be counted ;

(i) the Retuming Officer shall close and seal the packet referred
to in sub-rule (2) of rule 15 ;

(iify  all other covers in Form X containing postal ballot papers
shall then be opened one after another ;

(iv) as each cover is opened. the Returning Officer shall
scrutinise declaration in form VIII contained therein and shall
reject the ballot paper and make an appropnate endorsement
on the cover in Form IX without opening the same—

(a) if the said declaration is not found in the cover in Form
X or
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v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

x)

(b) if the said declaration is substantially defective ; or

(¢) if the serial number of the ballot paper entered in the
said declaration differs from such number endorsed on
the cover in Form IX ;

each cover so endorsed and the declaration received with it
shall be replaced in the cover in Form X ; and all such covers
in Form X shall be kept in a separate packet which shall be
sealed and on which the following particulars shall be
recorded, namely :

(a¢) the name of the constituency ;
(b) the date of counting ; and
(¢) abrief description of its contents ;

the Returning Officer shall then place all the declarations in
form VII which he has found to be in order in a separate
packet which shall sealed before any cover in Form IX is
opened and on which shall be recorded the particulars
referred to in clause (v) ;

all covers in Form IX containing postal ballot papers which
have not already been dealt with under the foregoing
provisions of this rule shall then be opened one after another
and the Returning Officer shall scrutinise each ballot paper
and decide the validity of the vote recorded thereby ;

a postal ballot paper shall be liable to rejection on the
grounds mentioned in clause (4) of Article 36, reference in
that clause to preseribed mark being construed as reference to
cross mark mentioned in sub-rule (1) of rule 12 ;

the Retuming Officer shall count all the valid votes given by
postal ballot in, favour of each contesting candidate and
record the total thereof as well as the number polled by each
such candidate in the consolidated statement in Form VI ;
and

all valid postal ballot papers shall, after they have been
counted, be placed in a separate packet which shall be sealed
and on which shall be recorded—

(@) the name of the constituency ;

(b) the date of counting ; and

(c) a brief description of its contents.
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26. Return of election.—The return of election required to be
submitted to the Commission by the Returning Officer under clause (3) of
Article 39 shall be in Form XVII.

27. Public inspection of documents.—(/) The documents retained by
the Commission under Article 42 except the ballot papers. shall be open to
public inspection during office hours on payments of a fee at the rate of five
taka for each document.

(2) Copies of, or extracts from, the documents mentioned in sub-rule
(1) shall be furnished upon an application made by any person on payment
of a fee at the rate of 'ten taka for the first two hundred words or a fraction
thereof and 'five taka for every additional hundred words or a fraction
thereof.

l[(j’) The statement, return and document submitted under Article
44AA and 44C shall be open to public inspection during office hours at the
office of the Returning officer or at such other place where he keeps them,
as the case may be, on payment of a fee at the rate of five taka for each
statement, return and document.

(4) Copies of, or extracts from, the statement, return and document
mentioned in sub-rule (3) shall be frunished upon an application made by
any person on payment of a fee at the rate of ten taka for the first two
hundred words or a fraction thereof and five taka for every additional
bundred words or a fraction thereof.

(5) Every application for inspection of document retained under
Article 42 and statement, return and document kept under Article 44AA and
44C or supply of copies thereof shall be accompanied by court fee stamps of
the requisite value.

27A. Statement of probable sources of fund.—(J) A contesting
candidate shall, within seven days next following the withdrawal day,
submit the statement of the probalbe sources of fund to meet his election
expenses required under Article 44AA, (1) in Form XVIIA.

A contesting candidate shall, within seven days next following the
withdrawal day, submit the statement of his assets and liabilitis and his
annual income and expenditure required under Article 44AA(2) in Form
XVIIB.

27AA. Account of election expenses.—(/) An election agent shall
keep and maintain a register of receipts and expenditure in Form XVIIC.

(2) The election agent shall within fifteen days after the publication of
the mane of the returned candidate under Article 19 or Article 39 submit to
the Returning Officer and ascount of election expenses as required under
Article 44C in Form XVIIC. =% * * *,

'Substituted vide S. R. 0. NO. 28-Ls91, dated 14-1-1991.

2 The words” giving the account of personal expendilure referred to in clause (2) of
Atticle 44B in part B of that form"” were omitted vide 9. W4, 8 HL-3S-T2A/3005, Bk~
0-r-00) |
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(3) All vouchers shall be kept alongwith the account of election
expenses arranged according to the date of payment and serially numbered
and such serial number shall be entered in the appropriate column of the
relevant account.

(4) 1t shall not be necessary, while rendering account to the Returning
Officer to give particulars of the payees in regard to the items of
expenditure for which receives are not required to be obtained under clause
(5) of Article 44B.]

27B. Affidavits.—The affidavits referred to in clause (2) of Article
44C shall be sworn—

(i by a candidate who is his own election agent, in Form
IXVIID ;

@i by a candidate who employs an election agent, in Form
IXVIIE ; and

(iii) by an election agent in Form IXVIIF.
2% * * * * *
31. Time for presentatlon of petition.—(/) An election petition shall
be presented to the 3[High Court Division] within 45 days after the

publication in the Official Gazette of the name of returned candidate under
Article 19 or Article 39.

4% * * * * *

32. Withdrawal of respondents.—A notice under Article 70 by a
respondent in an election petition shall be in form XXII.

5% * * * * *
(2) The fees for the supply of copies mentioned in sub-rule (1) shall

be %ten taka for the first two hundred words or a fraction thereof and five
taka for every additional hundred words or a fraction thereof.

(3) Every application for the supply of copies under sub-rule (1) shall
be accompanied by court-fee stamps of the requisite value.

' Rule 27B @71, WA, © T2 W-F2A/ed WA AL )

2 Rule 30 was omitted vide 9% 9 8 TL-QO-TIZA/200 Y/ BIe-30-b-200) |
? Substituted, ibid., for "Comission”.

4 Sub-rules (2) and (3) was omiitted, ibid

5 Rule 33 was omitted, ibid.

§ Substiluted, vide S. R. O. No. 28-L/91, dated 14-1-1991.
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I[Printed Monogram of the Commission]
' FORM 1
[See Rule 3(1)]
NOMINATION
for
Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

(To be filled in by the proposer)

(1) L, e e s e e e e aa e ae e {name
of the proposer) registered as an elector at Senal No. .o in the
electoral Ol fOT it electoral area in

Y(Ward No. ............ Union/Municipality/City Corporation .............cccccceeeueen. ]
....................... , 3[Thana) if.....ocovevveevovereneen..... District do hereby propose
the name of ..o e whose
AAATESS 1S <.veveereriereeieiriici ettt ea bt e esaere e e e ae e e e nane e e amtseme e es
25 2 Candidate fOr E1ECHON FTOM w.vr.ro.oroeses oo eerceesees e erener
............................................................................................... *constituency.

(2) I hereby certify that I have not subscribed to any other nomination
paper either as proposer or seconder.

Date........................ Signature of Proposer.

{To be Tilled in Dy The Seconder)

(D) L, et et ee e e v s e reae e (name of the seconder)
registered as an elector at Serial No. ..., in the electoral roll
07 U RUPUOP VU PUUPRUPUUPRUPPPPRPPRPPRPY electoral area in
............................................................... 3ThANA iMeeeeeereeerreree e
District do hereby second the nomination of ..o
................................................................... whose address 1S .......cceeveeennn.
.................................................... as a candidate for election from...........
................................................................................. *constituency

(2) I hereby certify that I have not subscribed to any other nomination
parper either as proposer or seconder.

Date.........ccovvrvevvenes Signature of Seconder.

' 9% SR 6 7R 390-WZH/ ¢ SR 29-a-5¢ T AFIES |
2 Inserted vide 9F. W4, 9, F—330-ATA/2003, BIL R0-b-300) |
33558 T oA TR ©() WREE iy |

*Here insert the number and name of the Constituency.
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(Declaration by the person nominated)

L e son/daughter/wife of
................................................................................................................. of
(AAAIESS). . eeeeieeieri ettt eee et et e er e cneae e see s st ese s s nesnr e e e ne e sereas
do hereby declare that I have consented to the above nomination and that I
am not subject to any dlsquahflcauon for being, or being elected as a
member of Parliament of Bangladesh '[and that 1 am not a candidate for
more than five constituencies.]

Date............ e Signature or Thumb impression
of the person nominated.

(To be filled in by the Returning Officer 2[or the Assistant Returning
Officer])

Serial number of NOMINALiON PAPEL.....ccvieieeiirniiiiinn s
This nomination paper was delivered to me at my office at..................
................................................ (hour) on.........ccocereeee.(date) by

...........................................

Date..........cocurennene Returning Officer 2for the
Assistant Returning Officer. ]

(Decision of Returning Officer accepting or rejecting the
nomination paper on the day fixed for scrutiny)

I bave examined this nomination paper in accordance with the
provisions of Article 14 of the, Order and decide as follows........................

Returning Officer,

'Inserted vide 99, SI14. @, Fe—329-T27/200), B2 30-br-200) |
Inserted vide SRO. 88-L/86.
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RECEIPT

(To be filled in by the Returning Officer '[or the Assistant Returning
Officer])

Serial number of NOMINALION PAPET........c.vvieiiereiriere et seeeenean,
The nomination Paper Of ...t e e

a candidate for election fTOM *........o ot eeeeeve v enes

Date..........ccoovvueencnnnane Returning Officer Tior the
Assistant Returning

Officer.]

*Here insert the unmber and name of the Constituency.

"inserted vide SRO. 83-1/86
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Form of deposit Register for

!Printed Monogram of the Commission]
FORM 11
[See Rule 4 (1))

*Constituency.

Senal

Candidate's | SL.No.ol | Amount | Particulars of the | Signature of the | Disposal of
No. name. nominations | deposiled | Bank or Treasury | Relurning Officer the cash
filled. Receipt, or it | Jor the Assistant | deposit (and
received in cash, | Retuming Otficer] | remarks, if
of ihe receipt any).
issued in Form lIf.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

*Here insert the number and name of the Constituency.

31, TR, @ T Yoo-TEAfpe TR 0-1-3¢ TR WSS |
2Jnserted vide SRO. 88-1/86.
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! [Printed Monogram of the Commission)

FORM IV
[See rule 6 (1)]

LIST OF VALIDLY NOMINATED CANDIDATES

Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

* .
From ..o Constituency.
N f
SL. Name of candidate. ameo Address of candidate.
father/husband.
NO. »
1 2 3 4
Place ..........cccc.oc...... Returning Officer.
Date .......coeeveennennn..
> @ M 9 W2 300-WTAfoe T AR |

* .
- Here insert the number and name of the Constituency.
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1[Primed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM V
[See rule 7 (1)]

LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES

Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

From oo *Constiluency.
Name of the contesting candidates in Address of the
S;':“l alphabetical order detcrmined contesting Symbol allocated.
’ according to Bengali language. candidatcs.

1 2 3 4

1.

2.

3.

4.
Etc.

Notice is hereby given that the poll shall be taken between the hours
Of e ON (AALE) ..o e e

Place ... Returning Officer.

> 4% W € T 300-TNZA/e B 20-9-5¢ T AFEPS |

*Herc inscrt the number and name of the Constituency.
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l[Printed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM VI
[See rule 10 ()]
BALLOT PAPER
..................... {Number and name (Number and name of
of constituency) CONSHIUENCY).....vereerrrerecenne

Serial No. ......ocooeiiiiiiiieees Name Symbol
or number of elector

electoral roll ...........cccoeceenenee. Name Symbol
Name of electoral area ................ Name Symbol

* Signature or thumb
impression of elector.

l[Printed Moanogram of the Commission]

FORM VII
[See rule 10 (D]
POSTAL BALLOT PAPER

...... (Number and name Serial No. ................ Postal Ballot Paper

of constituency........ {Number and name of constituency)........
Serial NO. ...coocvvirvriccenneae Name Symbol
Name of the elector
Serial number of elector Name Symbol
On electoral roll ....................
Name of electoral area ........... Name Symbol

® @7 W9 8 T 300-TNE/oe B 20-9-b¢ T TS |
“Inserted vide Ministry of Law Notification No. SRO 326-L/78.
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1[Printed Moﬁogram of the Commission]
FORM VIHI
[See rule 11(2) (a)]

DECLARATION BY ELECTOR
Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

[This side is to be used only when the elector signs the declaration himself.]

I hereby declare that I am the elector to whom the postal ballot paper
bearing serial number ............c..c.c........ berenearanaans has been issued at the
above election.

Signature of Elector.

(Attestation of Signature)

The above has been signed in my presence by..........ccooceeee.. (elector)
who is personally to *me has been identified to my satisfaction
DY i (identifier) who is personally known to me.

Date ............ Signature of identifier, if any.
Address ...,
Signature of Antesting Officer.
Designation ...............c.........
Address ........oouceciviacninnnnn

(This side is to be used when the elector cannot sign himself]

I hereby declare that I am the elector to whom the postal ballot paper
bearing serial number ... has been issued at the above
election.

Signature of Attesting Officer
on behalf of elector.

Designation ..............

Date ....cueeueunn... Address .....ooovvveeveennnn,

> @3 WE 8 AR 300-NZA/pe BI 29-9-5¢ WAl AFERTS |
*If the Words not applicable.

W8
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that—

(D

@

&)

C))

The above-named elector* is personally known to me/has been
identified to my satisfaction by .................... (identifier) who is
personally known to me.

I am satisfied that the elector* is illiterate/suffers from
.................................... (infirmity) and is unable to record his

vote himself or sign his declaration ;

1 was requested by him to mark the ballot paper and to sign the
above declaration on his behalf ; and

The ballot paper was marked and the declaration signed by me
on his behalf, in his presence and in accordance with his wishes.

Signature of identifier, if ANY .....ccocovvvmeniiiiieeneec e

Signature of Attesting Officer.
Designation .............cccconuenne.

Address ......coooeveeeveiireeaann,

*
Strike off words not applicable.

289
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'[Printed Monogram of the Commission]
FORM IX
[See rule 11(2) (b)]

BANGLADESH ELECTION COMMISSION
(NOT TO BE OPENED BEFORE COUNTING)

Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

POSTAL BALLOT PAPER

Serial nubmer of ballot PaPET ...c..coccoiviiiriiieiii et e

![Printed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM X
[See rule 11(2) (c)]

ELECTION IMMEDIATE
POSTAL BALLOT PAPER
(NOT TO BE OPENED BEFORE COUNTING)

Number and Name of Constituency
Certified that his cover was accpted for delivery

(0] | TUSUUUOR (date) To

(Affix postal seal with date)

The Returning Officer

* OH R 8 T Y0o-NETA/5e BTk 0-9-5¢ T HAFTAFS |
*Full postal address of Returning Officer to be inserted here.
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l[Primed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM XI
[See rule 11(2) (d)]

- INSTRUCTION FOR THE GUIDANCE OF ELECTIORS VOTING

BY POSTAL BALLOT

The persons whose names are printed on the ballot paper sent
herewith are candidates for the Constituency mentioned in the ballot paper.
If you desire to vote, you should record your vote with a pen or pencil by
puting a cross mark within the space containing the name and symbot of the
contesting candidate for whom you wish to vote. Thereafter, you should
follow the instructions detailed below :~

(@

(b)

©

(d)

(e)

®

After you have recorded your vote on the ballot paper, place the
ballot paper in the smaller cover marked ‘a’ sent herewith.
Close the cover and secure it by seal or otherwise.

You have then to sign the declaration in form VIII also sent
herewith, in the presence of a Gazetted Officer or a
Commissioned Officer who is competent to attest your signature
under sub-rule (3) of rule 12.

If you are unable to mark the ballot paper and sign the
declaration yourself in the manner indicated above by reason of
illiteracy, or infirmity, you are entitled to have your vote
marked and the declaration signed on your behalf by any officer
mentioned in item (b) above. Such an officer will at your
request mark the ballot paper in your presence and in
accordance with your wishes. He will also complete the
necessary certificate in this behalf.

After your declaration has been signed and your signature has
been attested in accordance with item (b) above, put the
declaration Form and the smaller cover marked ‘A’ containing
the ballot paper, in the larger cover marked ‘B’. After closing
the larger cover send it to the Returning Officer by post.

You must ensure that the cover reaches the Returning Officer
before the time fixed for consolidation of the results by the
Returning Officer under Clause (/) of Article 37.

please note that—

(i) if you fail to get your declaration attested or certified in
the manner indicated above, you ballot paper will be
rejected ; and

(ii} if the cover reaches the Returning Officer after the time
fixed for consolidation of the results by the Returning
Officer under Clause (/) of Article 37 your vote will not
be counted.

> OH W @ F Y00-WZA/5¢ B2 10-9-d¢ T AR |

s8¢ '
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'[Printed Monogram of the Commission]

2FORM XIA

RECORDING OF BALLOT BOXES
[See rule 15A]

Polling Ballot Box Singnalure of the Date and Signature of the | Remarks of
Booth | Serial Number | ¥Assistant Presiding time. Poliing agents, it | Presiding
Number Officer] receiving the they so like to | Officer, if any.
ballot box. sign as witness.
| 2 3 4 5 6
Etc.

Total No. of ballot boxes issued ...........

Total No. of ballot boxes used ...........

Signature of the Presiding Officer.

' % WK @ 72 y0o-TA/p¢ IR 20-9-3¢ TR AR 1
2 43 |7 9 T Y0o-HZA/5e Bl 30-9-5¢ W FAFERS |

3 Substiuted vide 97 S 8 Fe-330-FZFA/2003, B-30--300) |
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l[Printed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM XII

[See rule 19(1}]

TENDERED VOTES LIST

Election to parliament of Bangladesh.

FIOM ittt et Constituency
Polling Sation ......cceciviiriimiiiiiere ettt
SL. No. of Name of | Serial number | Name of the | Address of the Signature/
tendered elector ot the elector electoral elector. thumb
Ballot paper in the electoral area. impression of
roll. the person
tendering vote.
1 2 3 4 5 6
Place ....................... Presiding Officer.
Date .........................

! 9% WM @ 7 swo-siZA/se B1 20-9-5¢ WET RS |
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l{Printed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM X1V
[See rule 23}

Name and No. of Constituency
Name and No. of Polling Station

THE STATEMENT OF THE COUNT

Total Number of Voters

SL. | Name of | Name of Number of Number of Total votes
No. the the symbol [ votes polled Challenged polled by each
contestin of the by each Votes Poiled by contesting Remarks
4 conlesting | contesting | each contesting | candidate Cols
candidat | candidates | candidates (in | candidages (in (4) + (5) (in
es figures & figures & figures &
words). words). words).
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
(i) Total number of votes polled by the contesting candidates
(including challenged VOtES) ........ccceeimereiiciiciininncce e
.................................................................. (in figures & words).
(i) Total number of doubtful votes excluded from the count
(including the doubtful challenged votes)............ccocovreennnnnen.
................................................................. (in figures & words).
(1)) Aggregate of (i) and (1) ......ccoeoveriierneiic e
.................................................................. (in figures & words).
Place .......uuueeeeeeennene.
Signature, Name & Designation of
the Presiding Officer
0 772 2 OO U UUU
Signatures and Names of Contesting
Candidates/Election Agents/ Polling
Agents.
1

Substituted vide 93 TH € 7L-29-HZA/200), BI2-0-¥-3003 |
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2[Name and No. of Constituency
Name and No. of Polling Station

![Printed Monogram of the Commission]
FORM XV
(See rule 24)
BALLOT PAPER ACCOUNT
Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

Total Number of Voters 1

1.

Ballot papers received for use at the polling station from
Serial No. ..ccoooveiivicrene £0 coeeetee et e
Total ..o

Total number of ballot papers taken out of the ballot box or
boxes and counted .........cccceveereivirenennenne

Total number of tendered ballot papers .........c.ccccooovvciciennnnne.
Total number of challenged ballot papers .............ccccoeviiiinecane
Tota! number of 3[ballot papers missing, spoilt] and cancelled

AN (5) oooeeireeeeeee e
TO e

Total number of item numbers (6) and (7) .ccccoceviveevreerccrcccinenne
[should be equal to the total of item No. (1)]

Date ..................... 4[Sigmn‘ure, Name, Designation of
the Presiding Officer]

5[ Signatures and Names of
Contesting Candidates/Election
Agents/Polling Agents|

! g3 WA 6 72 30o-TRAfee B2 19-3-5¢ T GRS |

2 Omitted vide 9 SE @ A-3A0-H2H/00), Bl2-30-b-300) |

3 Substiuted vide 931 G 8 72-339-FIZA/00/ BI-20-Ir-200) |
* Substituted vide ibid.

3 tnserted vide ibid.
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l[Primed Monogram of the Commission)

FORM XVI1
[See rule 26]
RETURN OF ELECTION
Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.
From ... Constituency.
Sen'al_ Names of the contesting candidates Number of valid votes
No. polled.
1.
2.
3. )
4.
S.
Total number of valid votes polled ........c.c.ocoiivininiiiiieee i,
Total number Of rejected VOES ......oovvvevveiereccriirierce v seeesereracerne s sae s e
Total number of tendered VOIES .......c..oovveiieiiriieien e

I declare that—

MI/MIS./MISS. .ovvevieeeiiertvenvanrseaeeseeeeaneeneeeenes son/wife/daughter of
...................................................... Of ceiieeiiieerreee e e v reeneeens. (2ddress)
has been duly elected.

Place ...................
Date .......ccccoeenune.e. Returning Officer
* * * * * *

! g9 WT 9 TR S0o-SMZf5¢ Tl 19-3-5¢ TR FAHRERES |

" Forms XVIII, XIX, XX AND XXI delected vide Ministry of Law Notification No.
SRO. 326-L/78.
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I[Px‘inled Monogram of the Commission]
*FORM XVIIA
[See rule 27A(1)]

STATEMENT OF PROBABLE SOURCES OF FUND TO MEET
ELECTION EXPENSIS

Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.

From ..o Constituency.

PART A-Probable sums from personal income.

Probable amount Sources of income

a b

PART B-Probable sums to be borrowed from relations.

Probable Name of Address of | Relationship Sources of
amount relations relations. income of
relations
a b C d e

! 9% 17 8 [ Yoo-IA/ee Sle 39-9-v¢ T AfFrafrs
° 57 W19 @ 72 Ab-SIZA/»S Q! Form XVIIA JIES |
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PART C-Probable suins to be received as voluntary contribution from relatjons.

Sources of
Probable Narqe of Addrf_:ss of Relationship income of
amount relations relations. -
rclations
a b c d e

PART D-Probable sums to be borrowed from persons other than

relations.

Probable amount

Name of the person

Address of the person

a

b

C

PART E—Probable sums to be received as voluntary contribution from
persons other than relations.

Probable amount Name of the person Address of the person
b c
a8

www.pathagar.com



PART F—Probable sums to be received as voluntary contribution from
Political Parties/Organisations/Associations.

Probabl Name of the political Address of the main office
obable partics/ of the poltitical party/
amount organisations/associations. | organisation/association

a b c

PART G-Probable sums to be received from sources other than in

parts A, B, C,D, E, ANDF.
Probable amount Name of the sources Address of the sources
a b c

! 9% 12 @ T 80-FZ/d T - IS |
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l[Printed Mpnogram of the Commission]

*FORM XVIIB
[See rule 27A(2)]

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AND ANNUAL
INCOME AN EXPENDITURE
Election to Parliament of Bangladesh,

From o Constituency.

PART A—-Assets.
Group A—Immovable property other than house property.

Total area Location Approximate value
a b c

Group B-House Property

Nos. and nature of house Location Approximate value

a b C

Group C-Other Properties

Other properties eg., securities, bonds, bank Approximate value
deposits, etc.
a b

b @3 W 8 2 Y00-WTA ¢ BT J9-9-5¢ T AFIS |
* @, WA, @ T -NEA/>d TG Form XVIIB TAfEre |
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PART B-Liability

Nature and description of liability amount

PART C-Annual income and expenditure

Total approximate annual income Total approximate annual
expenditure
a b

' 9% A @ AL BO-WZA Y WA HfES |
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PART C-—Account of Disputed Claims.

The date on
which the claim{ Name and | The nature Gl’Ol'.l]‘ldS on
is alleged to address of | of the unpaid The amount Wh"fh t_he
have arisen. | the claimant. claim. of the claim. ‘{13"“ 1s
disputed.
a b c d e
pICH)
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PART D-Account of Unpaid Claims.

The date on | The name and { The nature | The amount | The reasons
which the | address of the | of the unpaid | of the unpaid for non-
claim arose. claimant. claim. claim. payment of

the claim.
a b c d e
bACRY
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PART E-Account of Money, etc., Received by the Election Agent.

The date on which | Name and The For what 'Bank

the money securities | address of | amount of | specific account
or equivalent of the persons | money or | purposes | No. name

money was received | from whom | value of was the of the

by the election money, etc. | securities, money, bank,

agent. was etc. etc., cheque No.
received. received. | and date.
a b c d e

'@, W, @ TR -T2y B2 ¢-¢-»y WA Hiyehs

b
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PART E—Account of Money, etc., Received by the Election Agent.—Contd.

The date on Name and
which the address of | The amount | For what *Bank
money the persons of money or specific account No.
securities or  { from whom value of | purposes was | name of the
equivalentof | mopey, etc. | securities, | the money, [bank, cheque
money was was etc. etc., No. and
received by the |  raceived. received. date.
election agent.
a b c d e

* Added Form XVIIC, vide SRO No. 70-L/85/2-5-78-Part/61.

! ¥, W, 6 7L uQ-WiEA Y B ¢-¢-db W AFrEhTe |
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! [Printed Monogram of the Commission]

2RORM XVHD?
[See rule 27B (i)]

AFFIDAVIT TO BE SWORN:BY A CANDIDATE
WHO ACTS AS HIS OWN ELECTION AGENT.

Lo, (name), having been a candidate in the election to
Parliament of Bangladesh from ........................ constituency make
oath and say (declare on solemn affirmation) that :

1. In the aforementioned election, I acted as my own election agent
and all expenses incurred, all moneys securities or things of value received,
all payments made, all claims settled and all accounts maintained in the
course of or in connection with the election were incurred, received, made,
settled and maintained by me or within my knowledge and under my control
and direction.

2. All information given and all entries made in the return of election
expenses and all vouchers, bills and other documents lodged by me with
that return are, within my knowledge and belief, true and genuine.

Signature of the Candidate.

Sworm/declared on solemn affirmation before me .............

........................... this .ceviviiiiicee. day of . by

................................. who is personally known to me/who has been

identified by .....cccocoriiniiini who is personally known to me.
Signature.

1 g3, R, 8 R Y0o-TiZAfa¢ BIR 19-9-»¢ W AfFRMES |
2 9, W, 6 7R Jb--W3H/»d WG Form XVIIB Form XVIID T 72 siefis |
3 Added vide SRO No. 70-L/85/2-5/18-Parv6].
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'(Printed Monogram of the Commission]

ZFORM XVIIE3
{See rule 27B (i1)]

AFFIDAVIT TO BE SWORN BY A CANDIDATE WHO EMPLOYS
AS AN ELECTION AGENT.

Lo, (name), having been a candidate in the
election to Parliament of Bangladesh from ......ccciiiicrinnn.
constituency make oath and say (declare on solemn affirmation) that :

1. In the aforementioned election, I appointed ...........c.cccceiinnnnne.
(name) Of «..coooiiiiiii e (address) as my election agent and
all expenses 4% % * % * * jncurred, all moneys, securities, things of value
received. all payments made, all claims settled and all accounts maintained
in the course of or in connection with the election were incurred, received,
settled and maintained by him or made under his control and direction.

5% * * * % *

3. All other information in the return of election expenses is to the
best of my knowledge and belief, true.

Signature of the Candidate.

Sworn/declared on solemn affirmation before me this ......................
day of ..ccoociniininnnn, BY v who is personally known to
me/who has been identified by...........ccccoeet reviiiiennnine. who is personally
known to me.

Signature.

! @3, R, 8 T Y0o-TRAfae B2 19-9-5¢ T AREES |
2 Added vide SRO No. 70-L/85/2-5/78-Parl/E-1.
3 @3, WY, @ A2 A-JZAS>d T Form XVIIC Form X VIIE R A3 AfTe |

4 The words and brackets "(except my present express) were omitted vide 9H W @ AR~
9-TEA/R00), BI2-0--300) |

5 Paragraph 2 was omitted ibid.
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I[Prinled Monogram of the Commission]

2FORM XVIIF?
(See rule 27B (jii)]

AFFIDAVIT TO BE SWORN BY AN ELECTION AGENT.

SO TS O TS OPUPOTRUUO SRS PTRUN
{DNAMIEY, ..o cecrea e ensenenneene (address) having acted as an
election agent Of .......cocevvervienrecrieenirsinnernineans a candidate at the election to
Parliament of Bangladesh from ........c.cccomiiinnn constituency make

oath and say (declare on solemn affirmation) that :

1. In the aforementioned election, all expenses 4% % % * *jncyrred,
all moneys, securities, and other things of value received, all payments
made, all claims settled and all accounts maintained in the course of or in
conneclion with the election were incurred, received, made, settled and
maintained by me or with my knowledge and under my control and
direction.

5% * % * * * *

3. All information given, and 2ll entries made by me in the return of
election expenses and all vouchers and bills and other documents lodged by
me with that return are, within my knowledge and belief, true and genuine.

Signature of the Election Agent.

Sworn/declared on solemn aftfirmation before me this

...................... day of ...ccocoveeeiieeiei. BY .. who is personally
known to me/who has been identified by........c.ccoeies i who is
personally known to me.

Signature.

' 7, R, 6 72 Y00-TZAfae Bl 10-9-5¢ T AEHS |
? Added vide SRO No. 70-L/85/2-5/78-ParVE.
? @3, W, 8 2L W-FTA/>d TR Form XVIID Form X VIE AR 7#2 ALanfis

% The words and brackets “(other than the personal rxpress of the candidate) were ormitted
vide O STF 8 F2-QO-TIZA/009, Bik-R0-Ir-300} |

5 Paragraph 2 omitted ibid.
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![Printed Monogram of the Commission]

FORM XXII
(See rule 32)

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 70 OF THE REPRESENTATION OF
THE PEOPLE ORDER, 1972

Election to Parliament of Bangladesh.
FOrm.....coooiiiii e constituency.

Before the 2[ High Court Division]

In the matter of Election Petition No. .......cccocconivcreiniinicnnennn. of
19 i e et ier e e e Petitioner.
Versus
................................................................................. Respondent.
L {name), respondent, do hereby

give notice under Article 70 of the Representation of the People Order,
1972 (P. O. No. 155 of 1972) that [ do not intend to contest the aforesaid
petition.

Place ......cccccoovvevvivinannnnn. Signature ..........cccoeveeeinn.
Date ........ccccocevvivacnnnne.. Respondent .......................
JUSTICE F. K. M. A. MUNIM
Secretary.

! @, W7, @ 72 30o-WZHfoe TR 29-9-5¢ T ARERS |
2 Substituted vide 9 T 8 F2-330-FEA/206 5/ Be-30-5-300) |
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Bangladesh Election Commission
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

Parliament General Election : 2001

Policy and Guidelines for Foreign Observer

Introduction :

Bangladesh is a unitary, independent and sovereign Republic formally
known as the People's Republic of Bangladesh. The Republic is a
democracy in which fundamental human rights and freedoms and
respect for the dignity and worth of the human person is guaranteed
by the Constitution. The Constitution also ensures effective
participation by the people through their elected representatives in
administration at all levels. Freedom of movement, assembly,
association, thought and conscience and of speech are guaranteed by
the Constitution.

Executive Power :

The executive power of the Republic is exercised by or on the
authority of the Prime Minister. The President appoints as Prime
Minister the member of Parliament who appears to him to command
the support of the majority of the members of Parliament.

Parliament :

The Parliament is composed of 300 members elected from single
territorial constituencies by direct election. Unless sooner dissolved,
Parliament stands dissolved on the expiration of 5 years from the date
of the first meeting.
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Non-Party Care-taker Government :

According to a Constitutional arrangement put in place in 1996, the
election to the Parliament is held under a non-party Care-taker
Government. The head of the non-party Care-taker Government is the
Chief Advisor who takes office after the Parliament is dissolved. The
non-party Care-taker Government works as an interim Government
and carries out the routine functions of the Government. The Care-
taker Government gives to the Election Commission all possible aid
and assistance that is required for the holding of the general election
of members of Parliament peacefully, fairly and impartially. The
Care-taker Government stands dissolved on the date on which the
Prime Minister enters upon his office after the Constitution of the new
Parliament.

Election Commission :

The constitution of Bangladesh provides for setting up an Election
Commission for the superintendence, direction and control of the
preparation of electoral rolls for election to the office of President and
to Parliament and the conduct of such elections in accordance with the
Constitution. The Election Commission is independent in the exercise
of its functions and subject only to the Constitution and applicable
laws.

Policy of Election Commission regarding Poll Observers :

Bangladesh Election Commission is constitutionally responsible for
the conduct of elections in a free and fair manner. To ensure such
elections, transparency is required at all stages of glection process.
One of the methods through which transparency can be sought to be
achieved is by inviting impartial/neutral/reputed Observer groups to
observe the process of election without in any way interfering with the
free flow of activities relating to elections.
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The international Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
(IDEA) has worked out the following ethical principles for all types of
Observers :

I. Election Observers must recognize and respect the
sovereignty of the host country.

2. Election Observers must be non-partisan and neutral.

3. Election Observers must be comprehensive in their review
of the election, considering all relevant circumstances.

4. Election Observation must be transparent.
5. Election Observation must be accurate.

Bangladesh Election Commission generally endorses these principles
and has developed its guidelines accordingly.

The Election Commission adopts a very liberal policy of hosting
local/international Observers to obs¢rve all elections conducted by the
Commission. The Comrmission’s liberal approach in this matter is
constrained only by limitation of resources which are stretched to the
limit at the time of any national level elections as well as by legal
requirements on some matters. On the Election day, pressure is at the
highest peak and it is hoped that the Observers will appreciate these
constraints and requirements and cooperate fully with all officials
connected with the election.

The following guidelines are to be followed by Observers willing to
observe the election :

Role of the Observers :

The Observers may watch all aspects of the organization and conduct
of the election including actual polling on Election Day without any
interference in proceedings. They may also watch vote counting and
result consolidation.
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It may be noted that (a) while the Observers may observe and view
the proceedings of activities like campaign, voting, counting etc. they
shall not participate in such activities ; (b) they will not interfere with
any of the election activities ongoing at the polling station ; (c)
announcement of any result of voting of a center of constituency must
not be done by the Observers/Observer groups ; exit polling and
projection of results should not be attempted ; (d) the Observers are to
be completely neutral and non-partisan and are requird to satisfy the
Election Commission on this ; (e) the Foreign Observers may have co-
operation arrangements with local Observers. However, the local
Observers are to follow separate guidelines prescribed for them ; (f)
the Observers do not have any supervisory or executive role in the
conduct of election.

D. Logistical arrangements :

(1) The Foreign Observers willing to observe polling in
Bangladesh may get in touch with the concemed
Bangladesh Mission abroad for briefings on weather,
places to stay, visa requirements etc.

(2) The Observers are advised to enlist their names in advance
with the UN Electoral Assistance Secretariat (UNEAS) to
obtain necessary assistance.

(3) During their stay in Bangladesh observers will remain
fully responsible for their accomodation and
transportation.

(4) The Observers will be issued information Kits and
appropriate  accreditation cards by the Election
Commission. Accreditation Cards will be given
individually or in a group from the Election Commission.

E. Requirements:

(1) The Observers shall not be supporters of any political
party in Bangladesh and shall not do anything covertly or
overtly which may compromise the quality of the effort.
Election Commission reservers the right to cancel the
observers' accreditation if he violates observer rules.
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Observation areas for the international Observers will be
selected by themt in a co-ordinated balanced way and
mindful of the need to avoid excessive concentrations in
any particular constituency or area. Election Commission
will have to be kept informed of broad areas of observers
movement for security reasons.

Only one observer and translator may enter a polling
station at a time. It is suggested that Observers do not
remain inside the polling station for long periods so that
others who may be waiting outsid may enter. A Presiding
Officer or Assistant Presiding Officer may ask any of the
Observers to withdraw from the centre at any time if the
thinks that the Observer's presence in any way may be
prejudicial to the conduct of election. In such a case the
observer concerned should immediately bring up the
matter to the notice of the Election Commission as well as
the Returning officer.

During their visit of the polling centres, the Observers are
expected to abide by all the legal and administrative
requirements of the Presiding Officer/Assistant. Presiding
Officer.

It is expected that a copy of the observers report or any
statement by the Observer Group will be given to the
Election Commission within 24 hours after the release of
their statement.

Pre-poll activities by Observer Groups :

Observer Groups are encouraged to carry out at their own cost voter
education programmes, through TV/Radio/rallies etc. to encourage
people to participate in the polls. Such activities must be completely
non-partisan, unbiased and free from any religious, local or racial
prejudice and shall be in accordance with any general policies of the
competent authority relating to the activities involved.

Journalists :

Foreign Journalists willing to observe the polling will also be covered
by these guidelines.

BANGLADESH ELECTION COMMISSION
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MR, tdeEred! AR AREAET 5o (3) TITRF AGS
TR ABATS Fmasst Wt Qome ¢ R FE 35—

> | Aefird FIAMIT 1-93 WGIM™ The Representation of the People
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2001 WY WfefEe 3307 |

1 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 43 Article 2 49 AWLNYT |-The
Representation of the People Order, 1972 (P.O. No. 155 of 1972), Wos4q
¥% Order 31 SRS, 97 Article 2 99—

(F) clause (i) 99 *R %7 ToA Clause (ia) HEFS 2], T -

“(ia) “ballot paper book” means a book containing ballot
papers from which ballot papers are issued to
electors.;”

() clause (ii) 93 *@ f{¥F" TN Clause (jia) e 237,
|4 -
“(iia) “Code of Conduct” means the Code of Conduct
formulated under Article 91B ;";

(") clause (viii) @3 o9 FEGY TOF clauses (viiia) ¥R (viiib)
Afrafre 2303, 32t o
"(viiia) ‘“election expenses” means the election expenses as
defined in Article 44A ;

"(viiib) "election observer” means a person permitted in
writing by the Commission or by any person
authorised by it in this behalf to observe any
election under this Order, and includes a group of
such observers ;" ;

(9) clause (xia) 9% *1F fFH TOA clause (xiaa) HFRFS 23,
7 5

"(xiaa) ‘"law enforcing agency” means any Police Force,
Ansar Force (W@ 3R, Bartalion Ansar,
Bangladesh Rifles, Coast Guard Force ((¥795 i€
ﬁ) and the Defence Services of Bangladesh ;" ;

(8) clause (xiv) 9% °fF FE™ TOA clause (xiva) IS 277,

qql 3~

"(xiva) “political party” means a political party as denfined
in article 152 (1) of the Constitution ;" ;
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(5) clause (xixa) 99 “RICS 7FHRA TS clause (xixa) AT e
=R, I -

(xixa) ‘"registered political party" means a political party
registered under Article 90A. ;

(®) clause (xxi) 99 *9 f45&94 T4 clause (xxia) HFAFre VR,
Y -

“(xxia) "rule" means any rule made under this Order;";

(®) Clause (xxiii) @3 *4 fA5F% FOF Clause (xxiiia) RS
309, T 3

"(xxilia) "statutory public authority"” means a statutory public
authority as defined in article 152 (1) of the
Constitution;" 942

() Clause (xxiv) @9 TS 539 TOF Clause (xxiv)
efegifere 22T, T 3

"(xxiv) “"ward” means a ward of a union.". |

© | P.0O. No. 155 of 1972 9% Article 7 99 AT 1—8& Order 99
Article 7 99—

() "Appointment of District Returning Officer and Returning

Officer, etc.” *I% @ {6z FRfeTe AbIS! [918 231 ;

(d) “"Clause (7) 99 S RFEA clause (7) AfoFre 2R,
791 8-

“(7) Where the Commission withdraws any officer or person
under clause {6), it—

(a) may, if such officer or person is working in any
polling station or constituency, direct him to leave
the polling station or the constituency at once ;
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(d)

©

shall, in case of a direction under sub-clause (a),
direct such officer or person to remain out of the
constituency for the period specified in the direction,
and accordingly he shall comply with the direction,
and if he is required to perform any official duty
only in that constituency, his appointing authority
shall make arrangement for his leave or otherwise ;

shall refer the matter to the appropriate authority for
taking disciplinary and other actions in relation to
such officer or person.” |

8 | P.O. No. 155 of 1972 €3 Article 12 4% JLMET |—8F Order U9
Article 12 99 clause (1) 99—

(¥) &YW proviso 99 sub-clause (a) 93 7 FFEA TR sub-
clauses (ai), (aii), (aiii) 932 (aiv) FLAMETS 23F, T -

“(ai)

(aii)

(aiii)

is a person who is convicted of an offence
punishable under Articles 73, 74, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82,
83, 84 and 86 and sentenced to imprisonment for a
term of not less than two years, unless a period of
five years has elapsed since the date of his release ;

is a person whose election to a seat is declared void
on any of the grounds mentioned in sub-clauses (c),
(d) and (e) of clause (1) of Article 63, unless a
period of five years has elapsed since the date of
such declaration ;

has been dismissed or removed or compulsorily
retired from the service of the Republic or of any
statutory public authority on the ground of
corruption, unless a period of five years has elapsed
since his dismissal, removal or compulsory
retirement ; or” ;
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() &S proviso €d—

(¥) “from being elected as” “*ef@ #RRCE from
being elected as, and from being,” ®Riefd @ Fafe
afoirs 23 ;

(%) sub-clause (b) 9¥ (1§ &S semicolon HTHLA 74
“or” *Rf5 MLAIfe® 237 ;

(")  Explanation IT fReI® 2313 ;

(%) Explanation IIT 4% “of the proviso” *Frefed “f4qTE “of the
first proviso” *wefd afsgf*e 3304 ;

(®) Explanation (IV) @3 #% fR8%9 Explanation V JfFtafre
TR0, [ -

“Explanation.V.—(A person or a company or a firm shall be
deemed to have defaulted in repaying a loan or an
installment thereof referred to in the second proviso, if he
or it is a defaulter within the meaning of the expression
“CE R el AFO1” as defined in ¥R ¢ (A7) of the T
ETAIN WIZA, S5 (355 A 8 7L TiZH) |

@ 1 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 9% Article 13 9% A4 |—8% Order 99
Article 13 99 clause (1) 93 sub-clause (a) 9% "five" *FBA *FRTS “ten”
%t afegfoe 8@

¥ | P.O. No. 155 of 1972 &% Article 20 &% JeTAYT |—8F Order €9
Article 20 @9 clause (1) 99—

(F) sub-clause (a) 93 AT fAFES sub-clauses (a) 932 (aa)
efogii*re 3303, T 3

“(a) allocate, in the case of a contesting candidate set up
by a registered political party, the symbol reserved
for that party by the Commission under this Order or
the rules ;
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(aa) allocate, in the case of other contesting candidates,
subject to any direction of the Commission, one of
the prescribed symbols to each such contesting
candidate ; and in so doing shall, so far as possible,
have regard for any preference indicated by the
candidate ;" 43

() clause (c) 9¥ CNF full-stopfB3 “RATS @3B colon
gfegifore TZ@, 932 woo@ e+ proviso‘aﬁ‘l ALTIETS
23, I 8-

“Provided that the Commission may, on an application
made to if in this behalf within three days after the publication
of the notification under clause (1) of Article 11, allot one of the
prescribed symbols to the candidates of any non-registered
political party or to the candidates of a combination of two or
more political parties who have agreed to set up joint candidates
for election :

Provided further that in the case of combination of two or
more registered political parties, in which one or more non-
registered parties might have also joined, the Commission shall,
on such application, allot one of the symbols reserved for any of
them, according to the indication given in the application, to the
candidates of the combined political parties or may, if the
combination so desires, any other prescribed symbol :

. Provided further that when a political party, for which a
symbol is reserved by the Commission under this Order or the
rules, is split up into several rival groups each of which claiming
itself to be the original party for which the said symbol is
reserved and demanding the reservation of the symbol for itself,
the matter shall be referred to the Commission for a decision ;
and the decision of the Commission thereon, made after giving
the rival groups a reasonable opportunity of being heard, shall
be final.” |
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9| P.O. No. 155 of 1972 4T Article 22 93 AYF 1—=8% Order 99
Article 22 99 clause (2) 93 *R@ fF5FA TOF clause (3) TS B,
Ut 35—

“(3) The Presiding Officer shall not accept a polling agent unless
he wears an identity card granted by the person appointing
him containing his name and the name of the candidate for
whom he is appointed as a polling agent.” |

b 1 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 @3 Article 23 @R YT 1—8F Order 93
Article 23 @3 full-stop 52 *fSATS ¥Ff colon &Aoo T3, ¥3g Seom
4539 proviso ofet ftafre 2], a9 -

“Provided that Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the
case may be, shall, as far as practicable, endeavour to ensure the
attendance of the said person at the time of doing the said act or
thing :

Provided further that, if a candidate or his election agent or
polling agent is found absent at the time of doing the said act or
thing, the Returning Officer or the Presiding Officer, as the case
may be, shall immediately try to find out the reason of such
absence and record the fact and communicate it to the Commission
together with his comments thereon, and shall endeavour to ensure
such attendance.” |

1 P.0. No. 155 of 1972 @7 Article 28 9% HLLHYT 1-8S Order 97
Article 28 9 clause (5) 99 “seal that batlot box” %% 9 “with his
own seal and signature and with the seals or signatures of the contesting
candidates or election agents or polling agents present who may wish to seal

or sign it” *ef AYrIfe ¥R |

Yo | P.O. No. 155 of 1972 9% Article 29 9% ACNER =& Order
9q Article 29 99 clause (b) 99 ATGIS fA¥E clauses (b) €32 (bb)
afEge 23, 74 5

“(b) the contesting candidates and their election agents and one
polling agent of each contesting candidate for each booth™ ;
and

(bb) election observers :” |
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35 1 P.0. No. 155 of 1972 &% Article 31 49 JCNYF |—8F Order
a9 Article 31 99 clause (5) 99 "sub-clause (a) «¥ "election agent”
=%afe 4R “or polling agent” *Hef AfYafe 23T |

321 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 €% Article 33 9% JEYF 1-8F Order
@3 Article 33 99 clause (1) 93 “candidate or his” *3&fId #2 “election
agent or” *Frefer wfrafie 23,

59 1 P.O. No. 155 of 1972 4% Article 36 9% JLCN4T 1—=8& Order
a9 Article 36 99~

(®) clause (3) €9 “their election agents and polling agents shall
be" =rwafei@ ARRACE “election agents, polling agents and
election observers shall be allowed to remain” *wafd

afsgfre 239 ;

(R) clavse (5) 9% “sub-clause (b) UF “election agent” *rGfeR
9 “or polling agent” *%ef Afqrafe 23R |

(") clause (9) 93 “therein” **&fR *F “in both words and
figures.” ¥l @ =wef Afrale 231 ;

(9) clause (D) 97 RS {FFA clause (D) AP R,
T 5

“() The Presiding Office shall, on application, give a
certified copy of the statement of the count and the
ballot-paper account, showing the number in both
words and figures, to such of the candidates, their
election agents or polling agents as may be present,
and obtain a receipt for such copy, and if any such
pe.rson refuses to give any receipt, the Presiding
Officer shall record that fact.”™;
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(®) clause (13) 93 AT fam@al clause (13) ffeTe 3G,
71 5

“(13) The Presiding Officer shall obtain on each statement
and packet prepared under this Article the signature
of such of the contesting candidates or their election
agents or polling agents as may be present, and if
any such person refuses to sign. the Presiding
Officer shall record that fact.” |

(®) clanse (15) 93 CNF full-stop BF AfRE a6 1",
HfeF*1® JZTT 3 T and shall also send a copy of the
statement of the count to the Commission by post.” *¥tafs @

full-stop HCafre 231 |

38 | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 93 Article 39 43 FHGT |—8F Order
93 Article 39 99 clause (2) 93 “candidate” =354 *@ “as a result of
consolidation under Article 37 or drawal of lot under Article 38" =% @

Hetefa Afgrafe 22

3¢ t P. O. No. 155 of 1972 43 Article 42 €3 FLNGE —8F Order
93 Article 42 93 clause (3) 99 “a Tribunal” %@l 4TS “the High
Court Division” *%afe sfegif+e 3303 |

o1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 &3 Article 44 43 HTMYT 1—8F Order
99 Article 44 49—

(F) clause (1) 9% “A tribunal” =%&fr@ “f¥aCS “The High Court
Division” *Rrefst afegfsre 131 ; ¥

() clause (2) @3 “Tribunal” *=% 339 Bfafds, Wz s
"High Court Division" *%af Seggra Afegif+e 22 |

341 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 €% Article 44B @3 JLHIER 1-8F Order
a3 Article 44B 99—

(F) clause (2) 97 proviso 93 sub-clause (i) ¥2 T3R |
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(R)  clause (3) 93 AR FFF% clause (3) dAfcTf® 2373,
qql -

“(3) The clection expenses of a contesting candidate,
including the expenditure incurred for him by the
political party which has nominated him as its
candidate, shall not exceed taka five lakh.” ;

(") clause (3A) 99—

() sub-clause (a) 93 @ fA=F™ T©F sub-clause (aa)

AafIe 230, I -

“(aa) printing of a poster of a size bigger than the size
prescribed or specified by the Commission ; or”;

(2)  sub-clause (c) 99 AfRACS FFHE sub-clause (c) AfsFore
2374, T 3~

“(c) erection of any gate, arch or barricade ; or”;

(©) sub-clause (h) 99 “f9RTS FFA sub-clauses (h) €32 (hh)
Afezifore 23w, 7 35—

“(h) setting up more than one election camp or office in
any union or in any ward of a municipality or city,
of more than one central election camp or office in
any constituency ; or;

(hh) entertainment of electors in any manner ; or’;

(8) sub-clause (i) 93 *F W¥&™ o4 sub-clause (ii) AfFEfEe
TR, T -

“@i) hiring or using any vehicle or vessel of any kind for
conveying electors to or from any polling station ;
or’; ¥R
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(¥) clause (3A) 99 7% &S To4 clausc (3B) e
2304, I 3—

“(3B) Any money utilized in violation of any provision of
clause (3A) shall be deemed to be election expenses
incurred by the contesting candidate concerned in
excess of the amount mentioned in clause (3) and
shall be deemed to be a contravention of Article
44B." |

S 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 @ & Article, 44CC ¢ 44CCC 93
SfRTa™ | S Order 93 Article 44C @3 *i% %% T4, Articles 44CC
8 44CCC AfWrRAM® ], T4 3—

“44CC. (1) Every political party setting up any candidate for election
shall maintain proper account of all its income and expenditure for the
period from the date of publication of notification under clause (1) of
Article 1l till the completion of elections in all the constituencies in which it
has set up candidates and such account shall show clearly the amount
received by it as donation above taka one thousand from any candidate or
any person seeking nomination or from any other person or source giving
their names and addresses and the amount received from each of them and
the mode of receipt.

(2) The funds of every such political party shall be deposited and
maintained in any scheduled bank.

(3) No such political party shall expend during the aforesaid period
for election purposes, including election expenses for the contesting
candidates set up by it, an amount exceeding—

(a) where the number of such candidates is more then two
hundred, taka one hundred and fifty lakh.

(b) where the number of such candidates is more then one
hundred but not more than two hundred, taka one hundred
lakh.

(c¢) where the number of such candidates is not more than one
hundred taka seventy five lakh.
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(4) No such political party shall receive any donation amounting to
more than taka one thousand unless it is made by cheque.

(5) If any political party contravenes any provision of this Article, it
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to taka ten lakh.

44CCC. (1) Every political party nominating any candidate for
election shall submit to the Returning Officers concerned, for their scrutiny,
within sixty days of the completion of election in all constituencies, an
expenditure statement giving details of the expenses incurred or authorised
by it in connection with the election of its candidates for the period form the
date of publication of the notiftcation under clause (1) of Article 11 till the
completion of elections in all the constituencies in which it has set up
candidates.

(2) The expenditure mentioned in clause (1) shall include, to be
shown separately, expenditure incurred on general propagation of the
manifesto, policy, aims and objects of the party and expenditure incurred or
authorized in connection with the election of each of its contesting
candiates.

(3) Every political party shall furnish to the Commission a separate
statement, certified to be correct and complete by the secretary to the party,
showing the opening balance of the party funds on the date of publication of
the notification under clause (1) of Article 1l, the closing balance of the
funds on the date of completion of election in all constituencies and the
total amount received by the party, as donation or otherwise, during the
period between the said two dates.

{4) The Retumning Officer shall forward the expenditure staternents
received by him under clause (1) to the Commission together with the result
of the scrutiny made by him in respect thereof”. |

35 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 €7 Article 49 93 AfSZ1*9 |—8F Order
93 Article 49 93 RIS 5F7, Article 49 AfeFfore 2303, T -

“(49). (1) No election shall be called in question except by an
election petition presented by a candidate for that election in
accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.
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(2) An election petition shall be presented to the High Court
Division within such time as may be prescribed.

(3) An election petition shall be accompanied by as many copies
thereof as there are respondents mentioned in the petition and every
such copy shall be attested by the petitioner under his own signature
to be a true copy of the petition.

{(4) At the time of presenting an election Petition, the petitioner
shall deposit in the High Court Division in accordance with the rules
of the High Court Division a sum of Taka two thousand as security for
the costs of the petition.” |

20 | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 4% Article 50 9% AT (—8& Order
€3 Article 50 93 clause (b) 9¥ T8 INR ARACS A full-stop
sffegif*re 2379 ¥a “and shall serve personally or by registered post on
each such respondent a copy of his petition.” =&fe @3¢ full-stop Ee
REA |

351 P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 & Articles 52, 53, 54, 55 @ 56 4%
@ 1% Order 93 Articles 52. 53, 54, 55 8 56 f4918 234 |

321 P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 €2 Article 57 9% HLHYT -9 Order
a9 Article 57 99—

(F) 4@ “Tribunal” *®B3 #RQCS “High Court Division”
“mefe gfegfors 2209 ; 9wz

() cluuse (6) 98 “referred” *Fif5a #If4dTS “presented” *fB
QR RME (T colon 57 +fd=cE W= full-stop AfeFfre
TR0, 432 proviso T 458 233 |

9 | P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 93 Article 58 97 FALEN 1—8% Order
qa9d  Article 58 99—

(F) “Tribunal” =™Ba AfFICE “High Court Division” *Frefd
AfeZif*rs 2307 ; ¥

(¥) clause (a) W “provisions of” =W AF “Article 49 or”
oafe 8 AenfG Sifrafre 230 |
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38 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 @3 Article 59 9 @& |- Order ¥
Article 59 <=2 23 |

2@ | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 €3 Article 60 &3 JLYT |—8F Order
aF  Article 60 99 FEE “Tribunal” *¥f54 «f¥<CE “High Court Division”
swmafa gfegie ’B@

Y | P. 0. No. 135 of 1972 @ Article 61 9% JCN«H |-8% Order
&F Article 61 99 clause (1) 99 proviso U9 "Tribunal” wafoa sifaere “High
Court Division" *%gfa afsgifore 2303 |

24 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 93 Article 62 93 ALMYR 1—8& Order
99 Article 62 99—

(F) clause (1) 44 "Tribunal® *?oa 74T "High Court
Division" ®afe afsgiors 1307 ;

(¥) clause (2) 99 “a Tribunal” *®aff@ ARETE “the High Court
Division™ *Fisf afsgiers 23t ; Wae

(1) clause (3) @3 AR EET clause (3) afoFfre 233,
9T 8-

“(3) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the High Court
Division may within thirty days of the announcement of the
decision appeal to the Appellate Division and the decision of the

Appellate Division on such appeal shall be final.” t

b | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 @3 Article 63, 64, 65 '@ 66 43 LMY |—
©% Order 97 Article 63, 64, 65 8 66 43 "Tribunal" *¥i6 AR Trafds
&S Al (I, 93 TS "High Court Division” *Rafe Hae Fa afsgifore
A
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35 1 P, 0. No. 155 of 1972 a3 Article 67 93 AfSHIHF 1—8F Order
a3 Article 67 93 ARJTS A5 Article 67 AfSYIHe TZT, 74! 2—

"67. (1) The High Court Division shall, as soon as possible after
the conclusion of the trial of an election petition, intimate the
substance of its decision to the Commission and shall, as soon as may
be, send to the Commission as authenticated copy of its order.

(2) As soon as may be after the receipt of any order made by the
High Court Division under Article 62, the Commission shall publish it
in the official Gazette.

(3) An order made by the High Court Division under Article 62
shall take effect on the date on which it is made.”

0o | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 4% Article 68 9% FL*N4F |—8F Order
<3 Article 68 49—

(F) clause (1) 99 ARITS FFE clause (1) afoFife 23R,
T2 3

“(1) An election petition may be withdrawn by leave of the
High Court Division." ; 9%

(}) clause (2) 93 "Tribunal® %6 739 Sfaf¥s, ag «fwes
TS7 FI "High Court Division” *¥efe afsgifrs 233 |

©5 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 9% Article 69 9% FLNET 1—S%F Order
@97 Article 69 9 clause (2) 9% ARRCE FFF clause (2) ST 23T,
T 32—

"(2) Where and election petition abates under clause (1), notice
of the abatement shall be given by the High Court Division to the

Commission.” )
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©2 1 P. O. No. 155 of 1972 &7 Article 70 '8 7147 ACNY |-T&
Order 93 Articles 70 8 71 €@ "Tribunal” *fbR AfFATE "High Court
Division" **efe afegi*e 3@ |

09 | P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 &7 Article 72 &3 AR 8 Order
a9 Article 72 49—

(F) clause (1) 99 “Tribunal” %3 #f¥CS “High Court
Division” *r#afe afsgifre 339 ; w3

(A) clauses (2) € (3) €3 “commission” *%f6d TS “High
Court Division” *%afd afegif+re 330d |

©8 | P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 9 Article 81 @3 ALNE 1-8% Order 2
Article 81 @9 clause (1) 99 sub-clause () 99 *T¥ full-stopﬁ?l AffE
@3B semicolon ﬂﬁiﬂr’f@ 2]E, G oo fEae 99 sub-clause (f)
AgHifEre 231, T —

“(f) in the furtherance of the prospect of the election of a
contesting candidate or to subvert election, captures, or abets,
or connives at, the capturing of, a polling station or polling
booth—

() and compels the polling authorities to surrender the
ballot papers, ballot boxes or other polling materials
and documents and do any other acts affecting the
orderly conduct of election or counting of votes or
preparation of documents relating to election ; or

(i1) drives out any candidate or his election agent or polling
agent from the polling station and compels the polling
authorities to proceed with the election work in their
absence ; or

(1) drive out polling authorities, seizes the ballot papers,
ballot boxes, polling materials and documents and use
them fraudulently in such manner as he likes ; or
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(iv)

allows only his supporters or supporters of his
candidate or the candidate of his political party to vote
and prevents others from voting.” |

©¢ | P. O. No. 155 of 1972 % Article 87 93 SfSL*7 1—-8F Order
@q Article 87 93 “f3TS fFmF9 TR Article 87 2fe7f*re 23 |

“87. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), or in any other law for the
time being in force, a member of any law enforcing agency

performing any duty in connection with an election—

(@)

(b)

©)

(@

shall have, even if he is not a police officer, the
same powers as a police officer has under the said
Code for arrest without warrant any person, other
than a person performing any duty in connection
with an election, who commits an offence under
Article 73(2B), (5) And (6). Article 74(ZA), (3), (4),
(5) and (6), Article 78, Article 79, Article 80, Article
81(1), and Article 82, or for the maintenance of
peace, law and order, in the polling station or within
a radius of four hundred yards of the polling station,
on the polling day, as if he were a police officer ;

shall arrest without warrant any person who commits
an offence under any of the Articles mentioned in
clause (a), if the Returning Officer or the Presiding
Officer so directs ;

may arrest without warrant any person, who being
removed from the polling station by the Presiding
Officer under Article 30, commits any offence in the
polling station ;

may remove any notice, sign, banner or flag used in
cotravention of Article 79 ;
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(e)

()

seize any instrument or apparatus used in
contravention of Article 80 ; and

may take such steps, including use of force, as may
be reasonably necessary for the exercise of his
powers and performance of his duties under this
Article." |

@Y | P. 0. No. 155 of 1972 49 @« Article 87A 9% AfTa 8@
Order 9% Article 87 43 *IF FIR&® TS Article 87A AR 2313, 3 &

“87A. (1) Any police officer or any other member of a law

enforcing agency performing any duty in connection with an election
shall remove or cause to be removed, or direct the removal of,
whenever or wherever he comes to know about it or it comes to his

notice, any—

(a)

(b)

©

@
©

®

multi-coloured poster or portrait of a candidate or
the poster or symbol of a candidate which is bigger
than the size prescribed or specified by the
Commission ;

gate, arch or barricade erected for a candidate ;

pandal of a candidate covering an area of more then
four hundred square feet ;

banner of a candidate made of cloth ;

micro-phone or loudspeaker used by a candidate in
excess of three in number in a constituency at any
given time ;

election camp or office of a candidate in excess of
one in a union, or in a ward of a municipality or city
or in excess of one central camp or office in a
constituency ;
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(g) illumination as part of election campaign of a
candidate by use of electricity in any form ; and

th) writing in ink or paint or in any other manner
whatsoever as a means of advertisement for a
candidate in any wall, building, pillar, bridge,
vehicle or vessel, or in any other place or object not
belonging to the candidate or not meant for such
advertisement.

(2) If a police officer or any other member of a law enforcing
agency fails or neglects to take action under clause (1), without any
reasonable cause, he shall be deemed to be guilty of inefficiency or
misconduct and his appointing authority shall on being requested to
do so by the Commission or the Returning Officer, take appropriate
disciplinary artion against him and inform rthe Commission or the
Returming Officer, as the case may be, ahont the action so taken, and
shall note the action in the relevant service record.

(3) A Returning Officer or an Assistant Returning Officer
may direct any police officer, or any other member of a law enforcing
agency performing any duty in connection with an election, to
remove, within such time as he may specify, any matter, thing or
article which is liable to be removed under clause (1), and such police
officer or member of the law enforcing, agency shall take prompt
action in accordance with soch direction and report compliance to the
Returning Officer and the Assistant Returing Officer ; and if such
police officer or member of the law enforcing agency fails, refuses or
neglects to comply, without any reasonable cause, he shall be deemed
to be guilty of inefficiency or misconduct and the provision of clause
(2) shall apply in this respect.

(4) A Returing Officer or an Assistant Returning Officer may
give a direction to a candidate or his election agent to remove
immediately any matter, thing or article which is liable to be removed
under clause (1), and the candidate or his election agent shall act in
accordance with such direction, and report compliance to the
Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer ; and if he fails
or refuses or neglects to comply, without any resonable cause, he shall
be deemed to be guilty of corrupt practice under Article 73.
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(5) Any matter, thing or article removed by any police officer
or any other member of a law enforcing agency shall be deemed to
have been seized from the possession of the candidate, and shall, if
not destroyed in course of such removal, be kept in the custody of the
nearest police station and shall be destroyed of forfeited to the state, if
no election petition is pending, after the expirty of a period of six
months from the date of such custody.

(6) A police officer or any other member of a law enforcing
agency may take, or cause to be taken, such steps or measures,
including use of force, as may be necessary for performing any
function or exercising any power under this Article.

(7) Any action taken under this Article shall be promptly
communicated to the commission, and also to the Returning Officer
and the Assistant Returning Officer.

(8) Any action taken under this Article shall be in addition to,
and not in derogation of any other action or punishment that may be
taken or imposed under any other provision of this Order.

(9 An action under this Article may be taken at anytime
during the period from the date of the notification under clause (1) of
Article 11 till the close of the poll in the entire constituency concernd
(both days inclusive).” 1

941 P. Q. No. 155 of 1972-F S Article 89A-9% Afiea= -0
Order- 99 Article 89 *i¥ fA5%7 To7 Anticle 89A TfiFrafie 33, 3 :—

“89A. notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure. 1898 (V of 1898), any person for the time being performing any
duty in connection with an election, excluding any member of a law
enforcing agency. may, if authorised by the Commission, by general or
special order, in this behalf—

(a) exercise the powers of a Magistrate of the first class under
the said Code in respect of the offences punishable under
Article 73 for persontation, Article 78, Article 79, Article
80, Article 81 (1) and Article 82 ; and
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(b) take cognizance of any such offence under any of the
clauses of sub-section (1) of section 190 of the said Code,

and shall try any such offence in a summary manner in accordance with the
provisions of the said code relating to summary trials.”

O | P, O. No. 155 of 197242 TST Article 90 €9 AT -T&
Order- 92 Article 90 €9 Clause (b)-TS SZ@fR% “tribunal”. %67 Afdacs
“High Court Division” W%af efegif*re 2371 |

©5 1 P. 0. No. 155 of 1972-49 784 Chapter VIA-a3 wfsta+ -0
Order-99 Chapter VI-43 *19 8&% @5  Chapter VIA Afrafe 2&t,
T 3

“CHAPTER VIiA
Registration of Pelitical Parties with the Commission.

90A. (1) Any political party intending to avail itself of the
privileges provided for a registered political party in this Order and
the rules may make an application, on payment of such fee as may be
prescribed to the Commission for its registration as such.

(2) An application of a political party under clause (1) shall
be signed by its president and secretary, or by persons holding
equivalent status in the party, in pursuance of a resolution of its
governing body, by whatever name called, and submitted to the
Secretary to the Commission personally or sent to him by registered

post.

(3) An application under clause (1) shall contain the following
particulars, namely :~

(a) the name of the political party and its abbreviation
or short name, if any ;

(b) the address of its Head Office, name of point of
contact, telephone and fax number ;

(c) the names of its office-bearers ;
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(d) the total number of its members on the date of
application ;

(e) the names of its affiliated or associated bodies, if
any, and the address of the head office of each of
them ;

(f) the number of members in Parliament, if any,
elected on its nomination ;

(g) the number of members in the past two Parliaments,
if any, elected on its nomination ;

(h) the total votes cast in favour of all its candidates in
each of the past two Parliamentary elections ;

(i) the names and numbers of its local units at different
levels, if any.

(4) An application shall be accompanied by a copy of the
constitution of the political party, by whatever name called, and such
constitution shall contain a specific provision to the effect that the
party shall bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh and it shall uphold the sovereignty,
unity and integrity of Bangladesh.

(5) The commission may call for such other particulars or
further information from the applicant as it may deem necessary for
the proper consideration of the application and the applicant shall
furnish them within the time specified by the Commission.

(6) After considering the application and giving the applicant
a reasonable opportunity of being heard, the Commission may either
register the applicant as a political party for the purposes of this Order
and the rules or reject the application, and the decision of the
commission shall be final and shall be communicated to the applicant
as soon as possible.
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(7 A registered political pany' shall keep the Commission
informed about any change-in its name; address or office-bearers or in
any other material particular.

(8) The registration of a political party shall stand cancelled

on its dissolution or amalgamation with any other political party.
90B. A registered political party shall be entitled to—

(a) One of the prescribed symbols for all the candidates set
up by it in any election under this Order according to
the preference indicated by it and the symbol so
allotted shall be kept reserved for it, unless it indicates
its preference for any other prescribed symbol

available ;
(b) one set of electoral rolls at half of cost ;

(c) broadcasting and telecasting facilities in the state-
owned media during the general election to Parliament
according to the principles and guidelines prescribed by

the Commission ;

(d) be consulted by the Commission in respect of any
matter relating to the general election to Parliament,
particularly problems of and measures for holding
elections fairly, peacefully and in accordance with this

Order and the rules.” t

8o 1 P.O. No. 155 of 1972-93 Article 91-9% ALMNGT |—8& Order-

99 Article 91-93 “Commission to ensure fair election, etc.” ®%afe|, I,
T1-34 @ B efre Torefbw Ree =3 |
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831 P. 0. No. 155 of 1972-99 Article 91A-9F AT —-OF
Order- 99 Article 91A 93—

(F)  clauses (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) 8 (6)-97 foor oGl
8 227 ; 93

(q) clause 6-93 sub-clause (a)-99 item no. (i)-99 proviso-4%
“Tk. 5000/ *% @ ALAFA ARICS “twenty thousand taka”
*rafy afegie 233 |

831 P. O. No. 155 of 1972-9% TS Articles 91C, 91D € 91E-G%
AN 1-8F Order-93 Order Article 91B-93 %1 A58 o7 Articles
91C, 91D @ 91E HAfIrafre 33, T o

“91C, (1) The Commission may permit in writing any person,
whether national or foreign, as an election observer who is in no way
associated with, or affiliated to, any political party or contesting
candidate and who is not known for his sympathy, direct or indirect,
for any particular political ideology, creed or cause or for any
manifesto, program, aims or object of any political party or contesting
candidate.

(2) An election observer may, in accordance with the
guidelines issued by the commission, observe any poll by
staying near about any polling station or entering into, with the
permission of the Presiding Officer, any polling booth or polling
station or by being present at the counting of votes or
consolidation of the results of the count.

(3) No election observer shall be allowed to observe the
poll as aforesaid, unless he displays the permit of the
Commission bearing his name, nationality and photograph
attested by the Commission.

(4) An clection observer may be asked by any Returning
Officer or Presiding Officer to leave any constituency or polling
station, if he is found indulging in any activities not befitting
any neutral election observer or interfering with the polling
process or with the work of the election authorities in any
manner.
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(5) Any action taken under clause (4) shall be reported
to the commission forthwith.

(6) An election observer may submit a report to the
commission or the Returning Officer on his observation about
the faimess or otherwise of the poll, discipline and situation
inside and outside the polling station, counting of votes,
consolidation of the results of the count, compliance with the
provisions of this Order or the rules or the code of Conduct, or
on any other matter relating to election.

(7) Notwithstanding any thing contained in this Order
the Commission or the Returning Officer, as the case may be,
may consider the report of an election observer along with any
other report submitted or sent to it or him. under this Order at the
time of taking any decision under any provision of this Order in
respect of any matter on which the report of the observer has
any bearing.

91D. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Order, if,
from the facts apparent on the face of the record or from report, oral
or written, from any source, and after such enquiry, or causing such
enquiry, as it may deem necessary, in which the contesting candidates
concerned shall be given a reasonable opportunity of being heard, the
commission is satisfied that a contesting candidate or his election
agent or any other person at his behest or on his behalf with his
connivance, is or has been resorting to grave or gross illegality or
violation of any provision of this Order or of the rules or the Code of
Conduct and he is liable to be disqualified from being elected as a
member, because of such illegality or violation, the Commission may,
by order in writing, debar such contesting candidate from contesting
the election with immediate effect, and thereupon his nomination
shall stand cancelled and the election in the constituency concerned
shall be confined to the other contesting candidates excluding him.
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(2) any order made under clause (1) shall be
communicated to the contesting candidate concerned or his
election agent by hand or by fax, e-mail, or courier service, or in
such other manner as in feasible in the circumstances of the
case, and shall also be notified in the official Gazette and in
such other manner as the Commission may deem fit, and shall
be communicated immediately to the Returning Officer,
Presiding Officer and other contesting candidates and to the
political party which has nominated such candidate.

91E (1) The commission, while making an enquiry under any
provision of this Order, shall have, for the purposes of such enquiry,
all the powers of a civil court trying a suit under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908), in respect of the following matiers,
namely:—

(@) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any
person and examining him on oath.

(b) requiring the discovery and production of any
document or other material object producible as
evidence ; S

(c) receiving evidence on affidavit ;

(d) requisitioning any public record or any copy there of
from any court or office ;

(e) issuing commission for, gxamination of witness or
documents.

(2) Any proceeding before the Commission shall be deemed
to be a judicial proceeding within the meaning of sections 193 and
228 of the Penal Code (XLV of 1860).

(3) The commission shall be deecraed to be a civil couri within
the meaning of sections 476, 480 and 482 of the code of criminal
procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898).

(4) The Commission shall have the power to regulate its own
procedure.

(5) Any person holding an enquiry under any pravision of this
Order under the authority or direction of the commission shall have
the same powers as are vested in the Commission under this
Article.” |
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891 P. O. No. 155 of 1972-4% TS Article 93B-93 A -0
Order-93 Article 93A-99 * 5@ To7  Anicle 93B HfFAfe 2309,
T o

“93B. (1) The Commission shall have the same power as the
High Court Division has to punish any person for its contempt as if it
were the High Court Division.

(2) No appeal shall lie from any decision of the
Commission under clause (1), but the Commission may, either
suo motu or on application by the aggrieved person, review any
such decision.” |

881 P. O. No. 155 of 1972-9% Article 924-93 dfeqieR -S%
Order-43 Article 94-03 3308 fAm&9 799 Anticle 94 efegiore 33,
e ¢~

“94. The commission may, by notrification in the official
Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Order.” |

8¢ | Sy A4 Rty (Election dispute) J¢& Ry 1—a3
FYA SIS TAARS T4 8F Order 99 WA

(F) @F FEmT GRgAE @M [EER R{RTdn (Election
dispute) AF® WA wfeog Afera B2 AfER v
GFIFT (constituency) 4 BoF o F=Ag (orEAECE
qMiEre AR 2XE 3R TF T ¢ SeHWG Y@
e oEime 4 ARG gdfeum ¢ wEl
rAITaTN a¥m o wfire onftes @ 9 ST
243f&e za 71X ;

(}) @m e R e e 230 TS (I AN
S @ wmEre Sy AferE 82 T 9 SIwies
GZF oo 230 @ @R T o3 = AR

Rtz AW wm
AFAS |
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A3 v
QoIS A2 fE 9-»

G, | 0, 00D

NSS! AE FIFR
fodios safie AfIE
(T3 e TG, BIPI-309
@7
SIfed, 20T FWB, 2005/¢2 ©W 8o

&%, W 8 A 0-WRA/003—Representation of the People Order,
1972 (P.O. No. 155 of 1972) @2 Article 94 9 &W8 FUOREE 469 Fh==
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1972 « fu&e wfdeex Ariem 3=, q< 3—

TAfA-3% Rules 93—
(F) rule 9 93—

(3) sub-rule (1) &% ~RITE fwmwet sub-rule (1) ARSYFIT TR,
™l -

"(1) A contesting candidate may, subject to the provisions of this rule,
be allocated under clause (1) of Article 20 any one of the following
symbols, namely :—

1. Aeroplane 6. Badminton racket 11. Banyan Tree

2. Almirah 7. Baitha 12. Battery

3. Anchor 8. Baiyam 13. Bench

4. Apple 9. Baloon 14. Bel

5. Axe 10. Bamboo Basket 15. Betel (paan)
W9
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. Bicycle

. Boat

. Book

. Bow & Arrow

Bucket

. Bullock Cart
. Brick

. Building

. Bus

. Butterfly

. Cage

. Camel!

. Camera

. Candle

. Car

. Cart (Thelagan)
2. Carum board
. Cauli-flower
. Chair

. Chess board

Clock

. Cock

. Coconut

. Conchshel

. Cow

. Cup and Saucer
. Criket-bat

. Crocodile

Dalim

. Date Tree

46. Deer

. Deenki

. Duck

. Ektara

. Electric Bulb

. Electric Fan

. Elephant

. Fan (hat Pakha)

Fez Cap

. Fish
. Flaming Torch

(Mashal)

51.
58.
59.
60.

81.
82.
83.
. Mango
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.

91.
92.
93.
94.

95.
96.

www.pathagar.com

Flask
Football
Gamchha
Gartand of
Flowers

. Guitar
. Hammer
. Hand (Panja)

Helicopter

. Hook

. Hookkah

. Horse

. Hut

. Inkpot with pen

Jack Fruu

. Jhumjhumu
. Kamranga
. Kettle

Key

. Khat

. Kite

. Kula

. Ladder

. Lamp (Pradip)
. Lantern

(Hurricane)
Lion
Laobster
Lock

Matchbox
Mathal
Mike
Minar
Mgon
Mora
Motor-Cycle
Mug
Mula
Onion
Orange
Palki

W8

97.

98.

99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.

110.
11l
112.
H3.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121,
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.

135.
136.

Pants

Parrot
Papaya
Peacock
Pigeon
Pineapple
Pinni

Pitcher

Plate

Plough
Power Tiller
Rabbit

Radio
(Transistor)
Railway Engine
Rickshaw
Ring

Rusing Sun
Rocket

Rose

Row of bananas
Saw

Scales
Sewing Machinc
Sheaf of Paddy
Shil Pata
Shirt

Sickle

Spade
Spectacles
Spring Wheel
{Charka)
Spoon

Star

Stork
Suitcase
Sword

Tabla

Table

Table Clock
Telephone
Television



137.
138.
139.
140.
141.

230, I

Tiffin Carrier 142. Tubewell 147. Walking Stick
Tiger 143. Tumbler 148. Wheel

Top 144. Turban 149. Whistle
Truck 145. Type writer 150. Wrist Watch
Tub 146. Umbrella

(2) Sub-rule (2) 99 A FFFA TSA Sub-rules (3) @ (4) TS

&)

)

The Commission shall, on an application made by a
registered political party, reserve any of the symbols
specified in sub-rule (1) for that party according to its
preference :

Provided that, if any symbol preferred by the said party
is not available or cannot be reserved for that party for any
reason, the Commission shall reserve any others symbol
available according to the next preference of that party :

Provided further that, if severa! registered political
parties have applied for the reservation of the same symbol,
the Commission shall, after giving all the applicants a
reasonable opportunity of being heard, reserve the symbol for
such one of them as it deems fit.

(4) A symbol reserved for a registered political party shall
be allocated by the Returning Officer to all the
candidates nominated by that party in any election
under the Order.” ;

rule 22 @3 clause (g) 93 RIS a7 clause (g) afogfre
237, T 3—

“(g) obtain on each packet the signatures of such of the
contesting candidates or their election agents or polling
agents, as may be present, and if any one of them
refuses to sign, record that fact ;" ;

e
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() rule 27AA @R sub-rule (2) 99 “giving the account of
personal expenditure referred to in clause (2) of Article 44B
in part B of that Form™ **sf? faeqe 2374 ;

(9) rule 30 @ ]W;
(®) rule 31 93—

(3) sub-rule (1) 93 “Commission” */¥6R “f4ATS “High
Court Division™ *r#efs afsgifoe 233 ; 93

()  sub-rules (2) €2 (3) S 2= ;
(5) rule 33 {8 33 ;
() FORM | 93—

(3) proposer %\gﬁ AT N WF (1) 9T “electoral
area in” MG A7 “Ward No.........cooocooveirericrrirrnennn,
Union/Municipality/City Corporation......... " wwelE e
fowafs Afjwfe 239 ; a7

(R) Declaration by the person nominated ™
“Bangladesh” *%{6¥ “7 “and that 1 am not a candidate
for more than five constituencies.” *rafa Afrafre
W

(%) FORM XIA @3 el =z FE 3-CO “Polling Officer”
afem  ARRCS  “Assistant  Presiding  Officer” */afel

#fezifre 33 ;

(¥) FORM XIV «7 +f3qre 5% FORM XIV &fogif*e 233,

[yl 32—

“Printed Monogram of the Commission
FORM XIV
[See rule 23]

THE STATEMENT OF THE COUNT

Name and No. 0f CONSUIUENCY ..eocverreererirrresrecrrrrerensiminesi s

Name and No. of Polling Station ............ccceinvriiiiiniiinnninessinniens
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Total Number of voters

Sl | Name of Name of the | Number of Number of Total Votes | Remarks
No. the symbol of | Votes Polled Challenged | Polled by each
contesting the by each voles Polled by contesting
candidates. | contesting contesting cach contesting candidates
candidates. |} candidates (in | candidates (in Cols (41 (5)
figures & figures & (in figures &
_ words). words). words).
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
(i) Total number of votes polled by the contesting candidates
(including challenged vOtes) ......cccccoveernmniincienicc e
.................................................................... (in figures & words)
(i1) Total number of doubtful votes excluded from the count
(including the doubtful challenged votes) .........cccoceevivinniineneen.
................................................................... (in figures & words)
(ii))  Aggregate of (i) and (1) «..oeeovveeeeiriiiincreee e e
(in figures & words)
Place.......ccocvevevcnirireeer e,
Signature, Name & Designation of the Presiding Officer
DaAte ..ooveviirieiireiirreeeccmree e

V14
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(«) FORM XV @3-

Polling Station ........ccccevrieeernrenecerieeee e e " wwe @
fowefem  wfimesd-

“Name and No. of Constituency ............cccceererieveieninrrnresenens
Name and No. of Polling Station ........c.ccocoveevinmvennnrieneieennn.

Total Number 0f VOIETS ..covvvviiiieeiieeeeeeetveerereeeans " wwefa
¢ ool afegiore a3 ;

(}) @@ W5 @7 “bailot papers spoilt™ *#efra 33t ballot papers
missing, spoilt **ef ¢ M Afegie ¥ ;

(®) “Signature of the Presiding Officer” *wefem =faars

“Signature, Name & Designation of the Presiding Officer

Signature and Names of Contesting Candidates/Election

Agents/Polling Agents

freefa afeqfe 28w ; g3
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®)

®

(®)

®)

FORM XVIIC 99 PART B fqe 23 ;
FORM XVIIE 93—

(3) Paragraph | 98 “(execpt my personal expenses)” el @
THA e ¥R ; a=

(}) Paragraph 2 98 33@ ;
FORM XVIIF 94—

() Paragraph 1 @9 “(other than the personal expenses of the

candidate)” *I%af ¢ TF {8 231 ; ¥zt
(R) Paragraph 2 RE8 233 ; @R
FORM XXII 99 “Before the Election Tribunal ............. (place).”

afd, 5%, I 8 T3 AT “Before the High Court

Division” *¥efd afegifs 231
fdion ST ST
qN AIXFH TN
wfoq
v hpsw o
WH
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et 7 fE @-y

ETTA

FEF IS YIS

G, |6 0, 2005

IS T AFTIR
e sxfEaw ey
(TR T 790G, HIFI-3%04
oo
©ifdd, ¢2 ©H, Y80k /0T |INT, 2005

¥, W13, §, T JE-MIRF/003 Representation of the People Order,
1972 (P.O. No. 155 of 1972) 9% Article 94 @ &G FASRCA =16 Bfir
e fRfere e sfea ¢

> wifrg Framm -9 Riemen &ws sfimm (aeisfos wa
ffrrRiTae) ffewE, 200) A wfefis 2303 |

L | A [ 9 g SfRerg) fog = Aifea, @3 Rigaem-

(¥) “Article” 9 Representation of the People Order, 1972 (P.
0. No. 155 of 1972) 99 &19 Article ;

(/) T 9 93 RferEr swhe SiRe Age oW TN ;

() “aEtafes wa" ud Ademedl TR R
S S@3(d)d AWTS (@FR AGATSS W |
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@ | SRS 7 w348 1—(3) (FIF FEANSS W Article 90A @
S R 2306 TRS 220 T FI-) G WA IS RA |

Q) ©% wAEe ARe FERe wfmEa Ige afets R_R,
T2 3—

(F) WEE odvem, @ WN: Sfelye TWE, @3 @I
o o ;

(}) TR oW wer sfeeersal, @ aws wfofEs
oS 91 (4, 7 Praed gl wenfrs &

(%) A3, fden FfreF A [WRE g TF
31 I (PN TEHE! FILT (@S TR Y-d0¢d-0000-
v8qv) T & I/ swge Gl STEAe S |

8 | frees % 1—(3) @19 TWARES 79 Anticle 90A @ INH FafFS
20T IS 22 S fwe fF fowe e g b Ifiiee amw
e A |

| AR o WA 7 NG 220 TF (% (wAR (79T R34 |

¢ | forga afe 1—(3) Rf o 97 9 s &) @ W @i
B T BT 7RI TWE FAN-} O GFH @IS, watm R W
fFweTa e e @ aeife e o Eibed Sfafs s sty
Cofet AR T SR TAiREl, 126 wretn s et #fHa

2 @for Sfafe wifdtdd g @M wfg sftem oita, Ffhmem
TR @ TARTFIMNE SAAR &L st Wi FEQR 47 e
wadRsle faraat sfatg

o | AT Tafke Sifitdd Ty @ WS «i1eq 1 ¢oite = @3
faftmmera fRuts st fewera v facas sl )
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b1 e wgw, oW -(3) Fewer o orige @ wIR
TYRLSBII 9 FA1 91 220, I LW Article 90A &9 clause (2) 4 SIS
s 7S = A, A WA AXS rmy wlEem a3 fawa e
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