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“I use the word Bengali instead of Bangla in
reference to language. Although Bangla is preferred by
many people today, I was unable to master its use
before this book was due at the press. I experimented
with using Bangla instead of Bengali, but found
trouble devising an adjective from it. The word
Bengali serves conveniently in English both as a noun
and an adjective, where as Bangla is a noun, requiring
special handling as an English word to use as an
adjective. ”

—Mary Frances Dunham.
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“First and foremost the haughtiness of the Javans—will be
brought low, which will be Much service to us. When the Bengali
language is brought to use the Mussalmans will be driven out, for
they are not.and _néver will be able to read and write Bengali.”
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4.

“With Sanskrit are associated the days of India’s greatest glory,
with Persian and Arabic the days of her defeat, humiliation and
bondage. The budding patriotism of Hindu everywhere is
therefore naturally eschew Persian and Arabic words as badges of
slavery in the long run, however considerations of utility are sure
to override more sentimental predilections.”
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to other Hindu kings.”*
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As to what gave rise to the new language, it is not
difficult to say. Forces such as the System of Instruction,—
Hindus and Muslims studying together in the same schools
without any restrictions of race, rank or religion;
compulsory educatin in Persian; translation of Sanskrit and
Hindi books into Persian; mutual exchange, adoption and
incorporation of words, thoughts and ideas; Hindu-Muslim
social intercourse,—combined and collectively created
Bengali (Urdu), which, in course of time, superseded its
parents — Persian and Hindi —and became the lingua franca
of Bengal and Assam (Northern India).™
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present speakers of Arabic are not all descended from the
original Arabian conquerers, who brought with them both a
new religion and a new language and passed both on to
many other peoples.™*
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