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it or explicit anti-Indian implication. No South Asian government must,
therefore, ask for external military assistance with an anti-Indian bias from
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The Frigate Behemoth

Special correspondent:After the MiG-29 purchase bonanza in hard
cash and the hush-hush on-going merry deal for spares for the com-
mission agent(s), Bangladesh Navy now has a monumentally-expen-
sive ocean-frigate in its tiny fleet. It cost Taka 550 crore, again in hard
cash, bottoming out half of the country’s naval budget.

Christened as BNS Bangabandhu, the only and omni title for all and
sundry, the newly-built state-of-the -art frigate hit the waters from the
production-line in Okpo Shipyard in Koje Islands of South Korea
belonging to Daewoo Shipbuilding and Enginering Company and
sailed for Chittagong in shining armours. It reached Chittagong on
June 16 without much of an ado and bombast.

Daewoo, the troubled South Korean chaebol, won the bid of the 100-
million-dollar procurement festival to build the 103.5-meter ocean-
behemoth in 1997 for the Bangladesh Navy. Daewoo says it won the
bid on the merit of price and specifications. They, however declined
to comment on the controversies over the tendering procedures and
alleged graft as also was silent on the recurrent cost maintenance and
operations of the frigate. The warship is fitted with armaments like
torpedo and missile-launchers from Italy.

What will be cost of feeding the giant? Sources in the Navy say that
the firing of a torpedo alone, not seen to be needed yet, will cost half-
a-million dollar. The monthly expenses on upkeep and maintenance
is estimated at more than a million Taka, that is approximately USD
8000.

Each of the four generators require 100 gallons of high sulphur diesel
oil per hour and the ship should be running for at least a third of the
month. The new warship reportedly will guard the Bangladesh mar-
itime boundary from pirates who poach marine resources and also run
deep-sea smuggling. A Frigate-worthy war, indeed!

Besides, the Navy will have to use the weapons from time to time to
keep the gunnery in running condition.

Let’s forget about the small and medium-range guns and take the
instance of the torpedo launcher and missile launcher. The question
arises as to how many torpedoes and missiles will be fired every year
just to keep them running.

The behemoth is equipped with four missile launchers, two torpedo
launchers, 76-mm super rapid guns and a pair of heavy machineguns.
Sources said that the mage of the super rapid guns is only five nauti-
cal miles.

What do you do if you have the gunnery system loaded? Where will
you get the ammunition of a system built by Italy? Is it available in
the open market? Well, you have to buy it from Italy and there comes
the local agent.
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A former senior naval officer and a close relative of a senior serving
army officer are reportedly also involved in the ammunition deal.
“Otherwise making the whole deal with Korea and that too loaded
with Italian armaments do not make sense,” pointed out a senior
naval officer who requsted anonymity.

Besides the Naval Chief, a delegation of eight members of parliament
had visited South Korea to see the making of the ship and were
impressed with the battleship that has a maximum speed of 25.2
knots with full load of 2320 tons.

Daewoo is one of South Korea’s leading arms manufacturers. It has
built a 3,800-ton destroyer and diesel-powered submarines for the
South Korean Navy. South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy Industries
Company also sold a naval patrol ship to Bangladesh in 1995.
Daewoo claims that the ship has been built in accordance with Ulsan-
class frigate of the South Korean Vavy in terms of shock, vibration,
noise, heat, magnetic signature, fire-fighting and vital systems such
as propulsion plant, navigation, communication and combat systems.
Captain ZU Ahmed is steering the warship with about 150 crew
members who were provided a monthlong on-job training by the
builders.

It will be the fifth frigate of Bangladesh Navy after BNS Hazrat Abu
Bakar, BNS Hazrat Omar, BNS Hazrat Osman and BNS Hazrat Ali.
Navy sources said of the four old ones, three are already obsolete.
This is the first South Korean-built warship and the single-largest
South Korean arms sale abroad, the 2,300-ton frigate has a year’s
‘warranty. What happens after that?( Holiday, 22 June 2001)
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