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“There is not one in this room to whom the life of a
hundred years since would not be acute suffering if it
could be lived again. It is impossible even to imagine
the condition of an educated native with some of the
knowledge and many of the susceptibilities of the
nineteenth century—indeed, perhaps, too many of
them—if he could cross the immense gulf which
separates him from the world of Hindu poetry, if
indeed it ever existed.’

W, (3 9,3 20T I F9109d FAT ITERNZET SIRTR FIA
oA M1 9 g A TR SER diars Fiae
3t 1

e Tofamr a%am s o, ST SR 2 B9
M 936 IFOT IO @ AT Ay Toiv & wiariarE=
IR FYT IEF | ITOW SN Syad AN | Toid I —

‘T have had unusual opportunities of studying the
mental condition of thc educated class in one Indian
province, though it is so strangly Europeanized as to
be no fair sample of native society taken as a whole,
"its peculiar stock of ideas is probably the chief source
from which influences proceed and which are more or
less at work everywhere. Here has been a complete
revolution of thought, in literature, in taste, in morals
and in law. I can only compare it to the passion for
‘the literature of Greece and Rome which overtook the
Western World at the Revival of Learning’.

WA AT O S IATCHT 6 AT T FU1R Aferanieca ¢
feiq u? eriew s9e I, —

‘T{ne new generation of Bengalis saw in the
intellectual life of Europe a force to extend their
mental horizon.’

@} AT RIS @ IreET ORIR Hote Hrenmn, Iefe
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ZT AMIAS WS, GTEe A (e TR SR feE,
TRIE oM o a39 A IANC Yo e | @-TFEH @,
e, —

‘Finding that their own system of thought was
embarassed in all its expressions by the weight of false
physics, elaborately inaccurate, careless of all precisions
in magnitude, number and time, the: educated Bengalis
were turning to western thought,- especially in its
scientific form’.

O, e, 98 IATARGT IICHITRE AT TR RTST1IS 1 1919
& | iR Ofg 3 —

‘To a very quick and subtle minded people which
has hitherto been denied any mental food but this,
mere accuracy of thought is by itself an intellectual
luxury of the highest order’.

TR IS THA THIHS W° FACY @, RS AwE I
TR, O1R @ANA AMFINS M Svre Figa 1 iy 3famn
o1is W T 3w AT eraey” W uIibe oiwe, el 22
FRF-CAC I PTIMC F@° %00 AW @ OHPRE A
erifeaied, s afbe a1 1

9% TOF TR ARCY TS ASET G IAACOS
FSEE AW (IAT Torew g A11  Aozwpw R faRITTHe
SIT95TE) AT FZAA ~0F Tarem | Ao A o3 Ml I120 ©T6-
HIGT FIF1o FMAAT *1TTe @ Buzer] Tormr oy Ie@ta T00 |
BEmite iws e @ f-vema Fo1 I faree »nigs 1, ¥ag
sfeToar @ et taiwe ez T e orEre LTS A, ol
Fiempene fiarietew | or@ Bfw iy ‘areEt & RE@ Wt
e Fiamily | ©9; @-2PTF A e AT TS A I9 |
oo 98—

‘TSEAETSR 3T @] @ @ Twiws sremm amie sri-vema

BT AT TS *MEAR q11 G ATAM I WS

STZT T,TATS TN AT | (T (HTCETR H1~OTSAT *HTE] AL

TTege AN, WIS AT T, ATCER AT, TZEAT ABTE)

T Taiws, oizrr amia ey sf-vema IRT &

QAW I A TGS ;10 TR AT |

T | oNETEl  HFeTH@T At SrReIR Mo forer
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et 280 «T TSN @, SHE IN,IW TR OIRA IS

AT ZH ATV

@ Fee ITSFT ‘oITery AN YNH JICWIREN | =y
@RATEE W G5 B ATS, @ AELFF F AT HCEABAR
LIOT FOMA HTCTRTTRS STZT RICGR ANHT ST JTZCS A |

AT, AT @, 9% TS #1399°a IT e om S@ea
AT ZETS (FIT LIR O & STALFIHIS 1T T 1% |
felq w3l gem fomierm, ‘Swa oReET @RE T’
Trrele, ORIA & MR AT FTACS ATIF A1 FIA AT T30
TTET AR TR, IR ICE A1 FIASIE | IO A ST AT
Trermar ot o Z8re wniwmE, IWAT SRR AId a1
TR, SRSAPT e Treete v

e SREAF T Toon HrorTad Toee @ 2R FAGE IS
oI AN A A | IANGER FAT W2 W, W, @ FAT ITeRE
21 *r 5w 3017 2 JET REFTS TR W, —adh 2wt
agem | ToId @ aa I @rit *rivaigeer o s 23 711 fefx
e Tamme Somiy sigmierm @ Io9m [/Emly Aerer
fotn aizaME omlN 911 Skak WA Il WITT I O™
foia ataw,—

‘Let us remember that the civilization of the West
has been drawn from the fountain of the Greeks -’
fola @b1® o,o1 sfmierm @, &7 ot 18 vgw “me

@ SRS S rorifeacz ¢ ©1R Tela o3 «wsle g™
EAT—

‘Two branches of the same human stock had
settled in two widely separated lands,and worked out in
different circumstances and environments the problems
of life, each in its particular way. They were the
ancient Greeks and the ancient Hindus’.

o T ¥ ?  RIWeTR Sea—

‘But now they were meeting ; the ancient Hindu
was meeting the ancient Greek on Indian soil as
a result of the English conquest of India, because
European civilization was Greek in everything-- slowly
and silently the leaven has come, the broadening out,
the life-giving, anfl the revivalist movement that we
see all around us has been worked out by these forces

D
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together. A broader and more generous conception

of life is before us’.

et ot WS 23 IWRATTS AT 9 THIHE [R_SH
ST ATIAFT TSRS (&, ST 2T T, QRT A& T N2 |
TSN I-THAICRE T &G° Il G T Sdd AWA U0
TR SROTHS T, TARCS 9316 »8 A | (W1l F8° FrTwg
T2 T @R IS I, TR FTGH-2002 0 AR 1)

B @FT6 T @B H—
‘There is no doubt that a sort of quasi-religious,
quasimetaphysical ferment is going on in India,
strongly conservative and even reactionary in its
general tendency. The ancient philosophies are being
re-exploited, and their modern scribes and professors
are increasing in numbers and fame.
‘What is to come out of this strange amalgam of
superstition, transcendentalism, mental exaltation, and
intellectual obscurity—with European ideas thrown as
an outside ingredient into the crucible —who can say ?’
TqC* IEHA T [0 d 92 [Iom 79 @ wimIiecEe,
©IXT I AT Ao | TR X ToiN - QiemniReEe, SRd
Tege #1a W1 Toiv e sTamiimea ¢ ‘who can say ?°

Tet TIXA &I (ST F7ed | ¥ THIE AT F& « WO A
AR, A1 o4 ee Teer 71, o1y 9w w1 i iy |
PR TR (o 3fozmig o 236 fam .
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15.9. 36 Ganthorpe House
Terrington, York
Dear Mr. Chaudhuri, :

Thank you for your most interesting letter of the
27th August in continuation of your previous one and
in advance of the note which you tell me that you are
writing.

Your letter makes it clear what kind of society
you are defining, and I think you have brought to light’
an important type which, as you say, is neither a
civilization in the historian’s full sense nor yet, perhaps,

a primitive society in the meaning of Hobhouse and
Ginsberg.

I look forward to seeing how your work on the
modern Indian instance of this type gets on.
Yours truly
Arnold J. Toynbee

IR TR OWE AR F ZF TR Y FINE AT AR
ST PIRAT BT SH0Q TR AT TE G AHCR 2T FTFA |
AT AT T,IFN QT ATizey AW gt 1 Sza- qnesAtaw
AT ForTee IR G @INATFEAY AITWIET 27 TI9a
Soms wrly fawiae Baiea | W gT0T ASA RS A,
o Too g9 AFIMITE, AETAIY WA, AT (AT 3
‘TTET-8 A 12T | AR ATWEUND AW JAEA H989 AT
0% ¥ ( &EEY, sy0a ) ofy wAils w5 sl wmig Twwy
TATZIATY &) BT 220 ATTASHT S0 317 |
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wier-13fon gm aemt @A 8 AT ARy 1w @ Aew
s oof'ifeaiiesm, @ G-T=Ue J=F a1 AlTS (T @
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soRaTieew | i steww 3tR,—

‘Even educated Indians of today are curiously indiffe-
rent to their immediate past, the past that is to say
which forms the warp to the weft of Westerninfluences.
This is certainly due to the discoverv of the classical

W

www.pathagar.com



Q0

Hindu civilizationin the nineteenth century, which has
fired their imagination and made them conscious of a
heritage of their very own to pit against Western
civilization. In their anxiety to feel at one with this
heritage from motives of self-respect, they have for-
gotten the intervening phase of their existence and are
now no more able to tear away their immediate past
from the classical Hindu background than, looking at
the sky at night, we are able to perceive any spatial
separation between the solar system and the stellar
world.

‘T believe this short-circuiting has been made easier
by the fact that the society of our immediate past was
of a character altogether different from what went
before and has come after, and that brings me to my
real point. Contemporary sources give glimpses of a
curiously naive and, .in many respects, a primitive
society in India in the eighteenth century, which is
more properly called a folk-civilization than civilization.
Of course, there were two things in it which gave it an
outward appearance of maturity., These were the
Islamic civilization and the Hindu scholastic tradition.
But the influence of the former was almost wholly
urban and confined to the ruling aristocracy, while the
Hindu survivals possessed values in this society which
were quite different from their values in classical Hindu
times. Neither the same sophistication nor the same
self-consciousness was there, and there was a total
lapse of historical memory. This last is perhaps the
most important proof of the ‘childishness’ of the new
scciety, It seems to me that between 1000 A.D. (I use
this date quite arbitrarily because I have not been able
to explore the upper limits of the society which
meets us in the immediately pre-British age) and
the eighteenth century a re-barbarization (in no con-
temptuous sense) and simplification of Hindu life
had been taking place. It was certainly the age of
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the differentiation and fixation of the modern verna-
culars of India, of the creation of vernacular literatures,
of simple and unorthodox religious movements, of folk
art, and songs, and of social customs very loosely
affiliated to the orthodox Hindu systems. Altogether,
the impression of winding down and a decided
crudeness is impossible to resist. That is why I am
disposed to look upon the supercilious and unenthusi-
astic estimates of Indians by early European writers
and administrators, when stripped of the xenophobic
excrescences, as a truer index of the quality of the
society they met than the opinions of laterscholars who
had discovered ancient India by painstaking research.

Whether this ‘childish’ society would have grown to
man’s estate by its unaided efforts and in what way it
would have grown up, are questions which we are no
longer able to answer. For, before the evolution had
gone very far, the revolutionary impact of European
civilization was upon it. Close in its wake came the
discovery of ancient India, whose sophistication had
almost as great a disintegrating effect on the primitive
society which turned eagerly to it as the reaction to
European ideas. Faced with these challenges, Indian

thinkers and reformers from Rammohun Roy to.

Rabindranath Tagore have evolved a pattern of
response, which they look upon as a solution. They
have popularized the idea of a synthesis between the
East and the West. This formula has enabled us to
civilize ourselves to a certain extent at the top, but
by far the most important result of its adoption has
been the sterility of our intellectual and moral life,
dominated by imported phrases on the one hand and
archaistic models on the other. If this is the case with
the intelligentsia, the masses have not been touched
at all by the excessively intellectual influences. ~ They
are reacting to the machine technique of the West,
but not to the cultural currents, which are driving a
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wage between them and the educated classes, All
thoughtful Indians are conscious of these features of
our life and have a profound sense of malaise, But
they do not see that the root of the trouble lies in the
fact in India that two civilizations are not meeting on
equal terms. Mahatma Gandhi, I believe, has a sub-
conscious perception of this, and that is why he is advo~
cating a deliberate rejection of sophistication (both

European and Indian) and a return to the folk level.

But his also is an impossible position because, the

Indian people cannot cut themselves adrift from wgrld

currents—not so much of intellectual and moral ideas

as of the new scientific technique of living. The
problem for us today is, therefore, not how to bring
about a reconciliation between two civilizations of the
same species, but how to adjust the relations of a more
or less primitive people to the triple contact with
(1) European classical civilization ; (2) Western
scientific technique of living ; and (3) ancient Indian
culture, all of which are too advanced—though in
varying degrees—to be assimilated easily by a people
belonging to a different species of human society. In
short, the relations of modern Indian society to the

‘Western’ may differ in degree, but do not do so in

kind, from the relations of other modern primitive

peoples like the Negroes, to Western society.’

@ Te@ s T I | 3 Separiere Ffam wnfw warrers
PEFRNE 9IS I @, BT AWIMR “NF @ Ly, ATegIe
AR O AW, 93T I Tree Sz wmm | @R Wi
Tateem—

‘As a modern Indian with hopes and fears for his
country, I feel that the adoption of this theory takes
me out of the deep shadows of an old civilization aad
releases me to work, to accept, and create as I please
in untrammelled freedom from the self-imposed burden
of a dead past. But there are other modern Indians
who as decisively think otherwise.
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2 TomE | WA ARTALIA  MDTE 4T 4R FIRT SR
LURGUTA *NANL 74T ZBA ATOIRANE | W Tt —

‘British rule in India makes it a point of honour
with us to ‘cling to ancient India as our newly found
soul. As long as this rule lasts, it will prevent us
from seeing our past as it really was and reacting
normally to Furopean influences.’ v
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BA | O@ T STenF 4095, I IleaTied, ‘wive Lw@et @w
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AR wrpliwace e, ‘I daresay you are well up in
Shakespeare and Milton and Bacon ana so forth. Unfortu-
nately we don’t want quotations from Shakespeare and-
Milton and Bacon in this office. It is not the most learned
man who is best fitted for this kind of work. So you can
go, Baboo.’

AICEY R TMAA TN | AN LB 73818 (T,
giiwaT 3few, “Why do you call me My Lord > I am not
a Lord,”
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‘Lekin, Lady,I every time happy this England. Horses
gentlemen, ladies gentlemen. and grass is gentlemen.’

O A TSR 37CF 327 Iqq Ay @&, Toiq oot emes
Taeriie ST6Ta IATTR €@ RUATT TS AIHTA IRTR T2ER T
I Fiared | @] qArerRe Toiv faa= Smatres em Fizmriaew
—a3fs THFS €} | TYT AYW WOENT Ao Somrr T
FRTA IIRI1E A AG° IRA 8 TiFrg »1%) o ics sioanieEa|
Y A0 ST WIHL ST st 12 1 o18 Toin afaaa—

‘You eating knife and fork I eating knife and fork.

I not knowing this knife and fork. Great Mogul he

knowing how mount this elephant. You not knowing.

You sitting howdah in uniform with English lady. Great

Mogul he mount properly, he dressed in white muslin

and squat by himself on elephant’s back. You sitting

howdah, we laughing. you not knowing.

Skoe A FAF BT IR erwTa Iz fer 9z 7 28 oW
TRET Mo SHATY A O Tt Teew 1 @
MEwlae et Aererliwe @ wIEm Wyw av @ive
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‘The partiality of Young Bengal for an English
education has been much traduced, “Why on earth is
he so wedded to English books ? Why does he not read
the Vedas, Puranas, and Itihases »”

@} FreTet Sex W,

‘Those who condemn him on this account forget
conveniently that whatever he has been able to achieve
has been achieved by his English education only. The
dry bones of Oriental Literature would not have raised
either the morality or the life of the nation.’
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AT AT SHOTT AT T Z2AWE | THMIATTG @3 —

Bishnupur

27th May, 1904
My dear Ashu,

Your last letter gave us pleasure not unmixed
with pain ; pleasure to learn that you were well and
on friendly terms with those of your own standing, and
pain from the request which it contained. Your mother,
like myself, feels grieved that you have asked for an
additional allowance. You should consider that you
have brothers and sisters for whom I have also to make
provision, and that if the allowance I now give you,
which is already considered sufficient, be increased, it
must deprive us all of some of our necessary comforts.
Do reflect on this, dear boy, and then, I am well

- assured, you will not urge your request. I will, however,
for this once only, understand me, remit you a further
twenty rupees. Write to us as often as you can and

with the united kindest love of your mother and myself.
Believe me,

Your affectionate father
o emeE, o3 BB aeEt amn Aew W, W@ Flwwg
Torom 6 A1 TIATe ofe I @A WG B1o7 A%ei | (PR
TSTETT A5 QTP IR GIFT *RPITA I FeT10 2@ ORI MRS
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‘Transformed by European romanticism, the sub-
terrenean fire of the old Hindu erotic frenzy erupted
this time as romantic love, corporeal and incorporeal at
the same time, and, equally burning and ennobling in
both aspects.
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‘Tell me, daughter Juliet,

How stands your disposition to be married ?’

a1 $&a e,

‘It is an honour that I dream not of.
TTeT JRTY JTere,
‘Well think of marriage now ;
younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,
Are made already mothers ; by my count,

I was your mother much upon these years
_ That you are now a maid.’
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‘you cannot be more than twenty, I am sure, therefore

you need not conceal your age.’

«fAoAY &7 e, ‘1 am not one and twenty.’
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‘I gave thee mine [ ®am7 ] before thou didst
request it,
And yet I would it were to give again.
But to be frank, and give it thee again
And yet I wish but for the thing I have ;
My bounty is as boundless as the sea,
My love as deep ; the more I give to thee,
The more I have, for both are infinite.’
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‘A woman of seven and twenty can never hope to
feel or inspire affection again, and if her home be
uncomfortable, or her fortune small, I can suppose
that she might bring herself to submit to the offices of
nurse, for the sake of the provision and security of a
wife. In my eyes it would be no marriage at all, but
that would be nothing. To me it would seem only a
commercial exchange, in which -each wished to be
benefited at the expense of the other’.
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‘Rarely, rarely comest thou,
Spirit of Delight !
Wherefore hast thou left me now
Many a day and night ?
Many a weary night and day |
“Tis since thou art fled away.

‘How shall ever one like me
Win thee back again ?
With the joyous and the free
Thou wilt scoff at pain
Spirit false ! thou hast forgot
All but those who need thee not.

* #* *
‘Let me set my mournful ditty
To a merry measure ;— -
Thou wilt never come for pity,

_ Thou wilt come for pleasure.
Pity then will cut away
Those cruel wings, and thou wilt stay.

* * *

S0

www.pathagar.com



‘Thou art love and life ! Oh Come,
Make once more my heart thy home.’
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‘Young Bengal was forming itself in imitation of Anglo-

Saxon models of character. - Absolute equality with

Englishmen Young Bengal will never claim. His

physical development can never be equal to his mental

and intellectual development.’
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" T always thought Vidyavagish was a good fellow,
but now I find he is spoiling Debendra with his
preaching of Brahmo mantras. As it is, he has little
head for business ; now he neglects business altogether ;
it is nothing but Brahma, Brahma, the whole day.’
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It is a source of wonder to me that all my estates
are not ruined. Your time I am sure is being more taken
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the missionaries than in watching over and protecting

these important matters [ 7953 #@rw ], which you leave

in the hands of your favourite Amlahs instead of

attending to them yourself most vigilantly.’
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‘I myself was once a witness of a'man employed
in this species of devotion at the principal temple of
Banaris. His right hand and arm were enclosed in a
loose sleeve or bag of red cloth, within which he passed
the beads of his rosary, one after another, through
his fingers, repeating with the touch of each (as I was
informed) one of the names of God, whilst his mind
laboured to catch and dwell on the idea of the quality
which appertained to it, and shewed the violence of
its exertion to attain this purpose by the convulsive
movements of his features, his eyes being at the same
time closed, doubtless to assist the abstraction.’
g7 oy Tz wiw @¥ omRd FE@PIER Ing e

TAR SILIA I8 R TatamieeEH |
fotv afeEm,— _

‘Doctrines as they must differ, yet more than the
most abstruse of ours, from the common modes of
thinking, so they will require consonant modcs of
expression, which it may be impossible to render by .
any known terms of Science in our language, or even
to make them intelligible by definition.’
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‘Bvery morning at three—I know, for I have seen

it, he sits immovable in contemplation, and for two

hours does not awake from his reverie upon the nature

of God.’
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‘Lead Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on |

The night is dark, and I am far from home—
Lead Thou me on,
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‘I am waiting for my great joy. God give me
grace to bear it rightly.’
s s v Tataas,
‘Oh ! how happy we have been, sitting under
our own ilex, and next time we are together it will be
as husband and wife. What solemn words, yet how
blessed. “Oh! God our heavenly father, thou hast
led us hitherto and ordered everything to this end.
Do thou still lead and guide us and enable us to ofer
ourselves, our souls and bodies as a sacrifice to thee---
Taaza W Tetara,
‘My weddingDay. “Bless the Lord, oh, my soul.”s
I go with perfect confidence and trust. May God

bless us both and may our lives be devoted to Him,
Amen.’
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Tetae,
‘There can be no true and lasting love that has
not its spring and life in God.’

+ ‘Magnificat anima mea dominum’ % *PTeT o AW THF AT
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To modern minds ideas there may seem to be
something wanting in this picture, we might have
prefcrred to see the strong light relieved by shadow
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by some touch of matore at the thought of pasting

from family andiftiends, by ‘'some human misgiviag on

the threshold of:the uzknown.

‘But the ancients must be judged by their own
standards. The Greek ideal was one of strength, and
widely different from the later and deeper Christian
ideal of strength made perfect in weaksess.’
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‘The sea of faith

Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl’d,

But now I only hear

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,

Retreating, to the breath

Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear

And naked shingles of the world.’
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‘Real Fatalism is of two kinds. Pure or Asiatic
Fatalism, the Fatalism of OEdipus, holds that our
actions do not depend upon our desires. Whatever
our wishes may be, a superior power, or an abstract
Destiny, will overrule them, and compel us to act, not
as we desire, but in the manner predestined. The
other kind, modified Fatalism I will call it, holds that
our actions are determined by our will, our will by.our
desires, and our dcsires by the joint influence of the
motives presented: to us and of our individual
character.’
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