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THE BENGALEE'S ADDRESS
TO

THE RIGHT HON'BLE CHARLES JOHN VISCOUNT CANNING.,
Governor-General of India

My Lord- We, the undersigned Rajahs, Zeminders.
Talookdars, Merchants, and other Natives of The
province of Bengal, take the earliest opportunity, on the
retaking ol Delhi, to offer your Lordship in Council our
warmest congraturations on the signal success which
has attended the British arms, under circumstances
unparalleled in the annals of British India.

The establishment of British supremacy was
considered to have been completely effected a century
ago. when Clive led a few ill-trained battalions against
the preponderating and well-equipped force which
represented the Mogul power on the plains of Plassey.
But whether the inadequacy of the means of the
magnitude of that achievement were more deserving of
admiration, has not yet been determined by history.

No difference of opinion, however, can exist, as to the
recapture ol Delhi, the details of which have recently
been published [or general information. Though no one
capable of forming a judgment on the subjecl ever
doubted for a moment to the speedy reduction of Delhi,
yet some little misgiving might have been [elt by those
who knew how well furnished was the place with the
munitions of war, and occupied by what an immense
number of men, whose fiendish animosity was excited to
the utmost by that resolution, discipline, and
acquaintance with the art of war, which they had basely
revolted. Bul there can be no question of the admiration
with which the world will learn by what a handful of men
the arduous work has been achieved.- in a brief period.-
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with the limited resources, arising from the
unhealthiness of the season, that were all but
overwhelming.

Such a result, under such circumstances, never could
have been hoped for but from the well grounded
confidence of brave hearls, heroically devoted to the
service of their country and sustained by a sense ol
heriditary and indomitable prowess.

Happily remote from the scene of the outrages. which
have darkened the aspect ol the land, and tarnished
that reputation for fidelity for which the native soldiery
were once pre-eminenl. we have derived sincere
consolation from the reflection that in Bengal proper
there has been no disturbance, not even a symptom of
disaffection; but that, on the contrary, the people have
maintained that loyalty and devotion to the Brilish
Government. which led their ancestors to hell. and as
far as they could to facilitate. the rising ascendency of
that power.

Under the fostering influence of that Government, the
population of the country has increased, ils agliculture
has extended. securily has been given {o life and
property, and the value of land, both at the Presidency
and in the interior. has been very considerably
enhanced.

Such, indeed. has been the conlidence of the people
throughout Bengal in the security ol the British rule, that
these benelits have gone on progressively, even during
the height of the disturbances and alarms that have
prevailed in the North-Western Provinces.

Sensible of the benefits they have enjoyed under
British administration, the people could not but cordially
sympathize with the embarrassing position in which
their rulers had suddenly been placed, and sincerely
long for the speedy and entire re-establishment of
British supremacy in the disturbed districts. So entirely
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have they identified their interests with those of their
rulers that the natives of Bengal, men, women. and
children. have in every part of the scene of the mutinies.
been exposed to the same rancour and treated with the
same cruelly. which the mutineers and their misguided
countrymen have displayed towards the British within
their reach. '

While we review with exultation the benefits our
countrymen at large have derived [rom connection with
and steadlast adherence to the British power, and while
we congratulate your Lordship in Council on the success
of the Britih arms against the mutinous soldiery. and on
the happy prospect-belore us of the early restoration of
tranquillity, we cannot fail to advert, and with no less
satisfaction. to the administrative abilities which have
conspicuouly mark this part of your Lordship's career,
and which have indeed been fully equal to the crisis. No
sooner had the disloyalty to the sepoys been distinctly
exhibited, than your Lordship took measures, with equal
foresight and energy. to obtain reinforcements of British
{roops as well from the neighbouring Presidencies and
dependencies of the Brilish Crown, as [rom the
expedilion then known to be on ils way to a wholly
defferent sphere ol operations, and hasten them to the
disturbed districts.

Such measures alt once assured the public on the
speedy restoration of tranquillity throughout these
territories. But notl salisfied with these prospective
advantages, your Lordship in Council made such prompt
use of the means that were within your immediate reach
at the moment, as- to ensure the reduction ol the
stronghold and rallying point of the mutineers, long ere
the arrival of any considerable portion of the succours
which Her Majesty's Government were prepared to send
out to India. for the restoration of this empire to its
former codition.
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In our anxiety to dispel those clouds which have
troubled the political horizon. vour Lordship has not
been inattentive (o measures which would have appeared
as ol subordinate importance to minds ol less
perspicacity. foresight. and comprehension. It has been
a prominent object with your Lordship both ellectually to
crush the disallected and rebellious. and to protect and
re-assure the loval and obedient. Accordingly. the
extensive powers ol legislation vested in your hands have
been emploved to punish crimes of everv form and
magnitude against the state with promptitude and
rigour: (o check vigorously the progress of sedition and
disloyally: and to give a guarantee (o the people at large
that those powers would be wielded with justice and
indiscrimination, so as to guard as lar as possible against
(aithlul and innocent subject being confounded with the
disseminators ol sedition and perpetrators of open
mutiny or secret (reachery.

Permil us to hope that your Lordship in Council will
receive our heartlelt congratulation on the eminent
success which has crowned the British Arms. and the
warmest  expression ol our conflidence [rom the
opportune display ol those signal talents which have
distinguished your administration in times of
unexampled difficulty., and have largely contributed to
the salety of the British empire in these regions and the
re-assurunce of the peaceful and loval.

We have the honour o be,

My Lord

Your most obedient and faithlul servants.

(Sd.) Maharajah Mahatab Chund Bahadoor. of

Burdwan,

Rajah Radhakant Bahadoor.

Raja Kali Krisna Bahadoor,

and others. inhabitans of Bengal. upwards of Two
thousand Five Hundred.
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REPLY
NO. 2699
From CECIL BEADON, Esq,
Secretary to the Government of India.

To Maharajah MAHATAB CHUND BAHADOOR, of Burdwan.
Rajah RADHAKANT BAHADOOR. Rajah KALI KRISNA
BAHADOO R and others.

Home Department Dated the 17th December. 1857.

Gentlemn.- I am directed by the Right Hon'ble the
Governor-General in Council to thank you for your
address of congratulation upon the success of the British
Arms in The North-Western Provinces.

The honour which you give to the brave men who
recaptured Delhi is richly deserved. The Governor-
General in Council agrees with you in believing that
when the difficulties and discouragement by which
Major- General Wilson and his troops were besel, shall
be [ully known. their achievenment will call forth the
admiration of the World.

IL is a pleasure (0 the Governor- General in Council to
be able (o confirm the praise for unbroken loyally. which
you have claimed for the province of Bengal proper.
Excepting places where the inhabitants have sullered
violence from a mutinous soldiery beyond the reach of
English troops. there has been no disturbance in that
province; the wealthiest. the most richly cultivated. and
the most thickly peopled. India. and yet the one which
for many years past has had least share of protection
(rom European troops. '

The Governor-General in Council receives with great
satisfaction the expression for your confidence in the
Government. No man living has a deeper stake in its
measures and its policy than yourselves. Il peace. order,
and security are valuable to any. they are so to those
who, like, the foremost amongst you, hold high rank,
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large hereditary possessions. accumulated wealth, and
respected social position. You do rigard your interests.
as bound up with those of your rulers, and you may be
certain that your rulers. will do nothing to severe them.
Justice. policy. and the duty ol England to India [orbid it.

In conclusion. the Governor-General in Council
desires me to thank you for the spirit of attachment and
loyalty to the British Government which has dictated
your address.

"Fort William I have the honour to be. Etc.
The 17the Dec, 1857 (8d.) CECIL BEADON,
Secy, to the Govl. of India

To

The Right Hon'ble CHARLES JOHN VISCOUNT
CANNING,

Governor- General ol India in Council

My Lord.,- We. the undersigned Rajahs, Zemindars,
Talookdars, Merchants. Tradesmen, Agdriculturists, and
other natives of the provinces ol Bengal, Behar and
Orissa. beg leave to approach your Lordship in Council
with this address expressive of our deep sense ol
gratitude [or the several measures of security adopted by
your Lordship in Council since disturbaces have broken
out in the Upper and Central provinces of British India.
and of our admiration for the wisdom, justice and
foresight which characterize measures.

The dilliculties which beset the Government of an
empire so peculiarly constituted as that of British India,
must under any circumstances, be great and calculated
Lo task the most practised stalesmanship. But at a time
like this when the most momentous crisis that can
occur in the history of a country is passing over ours, the
successful conduct of alfairs ought to entitle those
entrusted with the public safety to the most unbounded
praise and to inspire the utmost confidence in their
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measures.

We. the undersigned. on our part and on the part of
our countrvimen generally. beg leave most respectiully to
allirm that such praise is emphatically due (0 the
administration ol which your Lordship is the head. and
such conlidence is most worthilv reposed by your
countrymen in ils justice. capacilty and wisdom.

Such an expression of opinion as we intend this
address to be. might under ordinary circumstances. be
liable to be considered as uncalled lor. and even.
perhaps. presumptuous. Butl under existing circumsta-
nces. we [eel it a duty to our countrymen (o adopt the
course we have done. It has become notorious
throughout this land that your Lordship’s administration
has been assailed by [action. and assailed because vour
Lordship in Council has refused compliance with
capricious.demands. and to treat the loval port.on of the
Indian population as rebels. because your l.ordship has
directed that punishment lor offences against the State
should be dealt out with indiscrimination. because vour
Lordship having regard for the {future has not pursued a
policy ol universal irritation and unreasoning violence.
and linally because your Lordship has confined coercion
and punishment within necessary and politic limits.

Whatever mayv be the motives that influenced those
who have joined in these proceedings. we entertain no
apprehensions whatever ol their representations having
the elfect which they desire to produce. We have
observed with pain. but without misgiving. the incessant.
though happily harmnless, endeavours made by them to
thwart the action ol authorily. to impeach its views and
to embarrass its councils. But now that. My Lord. they
have ventured to carry their misstatements to the foot of
Throne, it is time and juslice to ourselves and o our
countrvmen demands.-that a national protest against
these most unjustifiable proceedings should be thus
placed upon record.
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We beg permission lo subscribe ourselves.
My Lord.
Your Lordship's most obedient and [aithlul servants.
(Sd.) MAHARAJAH SREESH CHUNDER ROY.
And more than 5.000 natives of the provinces of
Bengal. Behar and Orissa.

REPLY
NO. 2700
From CECIL BEADON. Esq.
Secretary to the Government of India.
To Maharajah SREERH CHUNDER BAHADOOR, ol Nuddeah.
Rajah PERTAUB CHANDER SINGH BAHADOOR.
Rajah PRASONONATH ROY BAHADOOR.
Baboo JOYKISSEN MUKERJEE. and others,
Home Department Dated the 17th December 1857.

Gentlemen.- The Right Hon'ble the Governor-
General in Council directs me to thank you for the
address which he has received at your hands.

The Governor-General in Council sees amongst the
numerous signatures o that address the names of men
of ancient lineage. of vasl possessions. and of great
wealth: of men of cultivated intelligence. who have been
foremost in measures of benelicence in the
encouragement ol education. and in works ol material
public improvement: men whose inlfluence with their
fellow-countrymen is deservedly great. and whose
interest in the peace and well-being of India. it would be
difficult to exaggerate.

No person will hold cheaply the opinions of such a
body. and the possession of its confidence and good will
would be a source of strength to any Government.

Therelore the Governor-General in Council desires
me in thanking you lor your address, to add emphatically
that he receives it with much satisfaction.

The motives which have induced the presentation’ of
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the address are stated by you. Upon these the Governor-
General in Council desires me Lo say a few words.

In times of heat and violence. when the hearts of
individuals have been torn. and the feelings of classes
inflamed, the judgment which men pass upon each
other and upon events around them are seldom
dispassionate; especially their judgment upon those
whose high and solemn duty it is, whilst repressing
crime and averting danger, Lo guide the measures ol the
State in the straight path of justice.

In such times there lies upon every loyal man the
obligation so to govern his acts and words so as o
prevent or allay irritation; not to excite or heighten it.
The Governor-General in Council calls upon you. each in
your sphere, to be mindful of this duty.

The Governor-General in Council wishes you to rest
assured that the Goverment ol India will not forget. that
England will not forget that i unhappily the mutineers
and rebels of India are to be reckoned by thousands. the
peaceful and loyal subjects of the Queen in India are
numbered by millions. You may be sure that by no act of
the Government, by no general proscriptions of
sweeping condemnations of race or creed, shall these
last men be classed with the first.

The course of the Goverment of India has been. and
will continue to be simple and clear; to sirike down
resistance without mercy; but when resistance ends to
allow deliberate justice to resume ils sway : justlice stern
and inflexble, but indiscriminatin.

Fort William I have the honour to be
The 17th December, 1857 Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

(Sd.) CECIL BEADON,

Secy. to tHe Govt. of India.
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